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MAJORVICTORY
Corps Must Halt

New Valley Fills!

(Excerpted and adapted from news reports by Ken Ward
Jr. of the Charleston Gazette, the Associated Press and
other sources.)

InMarch, afederal judge blocked permitsfor four
mountaintop remova mines,inamgor ruling that couldforce
much tougher regulation of West Virginia scod industry.

Citingthe*darmingcumulativestream|oss’ tovalley

“The families whose homes,
communities, day-to-day life
and general well-being are at
risk from mountaintop removal
areright in speaking out.
These permits should have not
beenissued in the first place.
Judge Chambers has ruled that
the massive destruction of
mountaintop removal is
improperly permitted. It is the
same practice that continues to
take jobs from underground
miners in the first place.”

— Chuck Nelson, former

deep miner

fills, U.S. District
Judge Robert C.
Chambers ruled
that morethorough
reviews of the
mines potential
impacts must be
done  before
permits can be
approved.
Chambers
rescinded four
permits issued to
subsidiaries of
Massey Energy,

and sent the mine proposalsback tothe U.S. Army Corps

of Engineersfor amore detailed studly.

Hisruling hasbeen expected for months, following
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A valleyfill withtheCorps ideaof “streams’ on either
side. Hurry along folks, no significant impactsto be
seen here.  photo by Giles Ashford, www.ashford7.com.
asix-day trial in Huntington in October 2006.

“Judge Chambersisthethird federal judgetofind
that thecorps actionspermitting mountaintopremova violate
the Clean Water Act,” said Joe L ovett, of the Appalachian
Center for the Economy and the Environment. “It’s clear
that the Corpshasbeen permitting the destruction of southern
West Virginiawithout complying with themost fundamenta
federa environmenta laws.”

Thecasewasfiled by OVEC, WV Highlands

continued on page 3



Quantum Leadership:
The Power of Community in M otion

Thisjust-released book by Jennifer Milewski reports on findings from New York University’s six-year
study of the leadership practices of awardees of the Ford Foundation’s Leadership for a Changing World
program, which recognized organi zationswith impressi ve real-wor ld successesin fighting some of the toughest
social justice battles in the U.S In 2001, OVEC's Janet Keating, Laura Forman, and Dianne Bady were
selected, out of over three thousand nominees, in the first group of 20 awardees. Excerpts from the book
follow:

Theseven driversof quantum leader ship

1. Buildstrongcommunity relationships. 5. Stretch and build the relationships outward.

2. Openthespacefor community initiative. 6. Encourage purposeful learning.

3. Findthedeep sourcesof strength. 7. Bringthefutureinto the present.

4. Facethewind and bend without breaking.

FACE THE WIND AND BEND WITHOUT BREAKING

Being the Change You Wish to See — To change the world is, in some sense, to begin to address the
differences between theworld asit isand theworld asit could be. Confronting thisdifference can be stark and
overwheming; how doesonebegin?

Respecting the Chaos and Allowing Order to Emerge—When the need for change seems urgent and the
casefor actionisagonizingly clear and pressing, any setback, any piece of doubt or uncertainty, can seem unbearable.
A human responsein theface of such confusionisto try to sweep away uncertainly, totry to control or otherwise

continued on page 4
Walking through thefog ... to Kayford M ountain. photo by Giles Ashford




MAJORVICTORY
continued from page 1

Conservancy and Cod River Mountain Watch. Along with
Lovett, attorneysfrom the Washington, D.C.-based group
Earthjustice represented the groups. Although thejudge's
decisioninvolvesjust four mines, thegroupsbelieveit will
affect morethan 30 pending per mitsfor surfacemines
in West Virginia, aswell asper mitsin other states.

Thefour permitsat issuewould strip about 3,800
acresof hillsand hollows, and bury morethan 12 milesof
streams, according to court records and West Virginia
Department of Environmental Protection data.

Between 1985 and 2001, mor ethan 1,200 miles
of Appalachian streams were buried or otherwise
damaged by mountaintop removal, accordingto afedera
government study. Without additiona restrictions, theMay
2003 study projected, atotal of 2,200 square miles of

OVEC Members Mourn with Virginia Tech

So many there are working to end
mountaintop remova. Oneof thefaleninthe
incomprehensible massacrewas JuliaPryde,
who had beeninvolved with Mountain Justice
Summer, among many other things.

Juliastood out as anatural-born teacher/scholar.
Her love of science and deep respect for nature spokeloud
and clear. Passionate, organized, and areal people-person,
Juliawas abeacon of hopefor thefutureamong her peers.
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Appalachian forests would be
eiminated.

The case before »
Chambersisafollow-uplawsiit  *
to Judge Joseph Goodwin'searlier
ruling, which blocked the Corpsfrom
reviewingvaley fill proposasthrough astreamlined “ generd
permit” process.

Withtheir new case, thegroupsarguethat the Corps
was wrong to approve mining operations through more
detailed“individud permit” reviews.

The judge said the Corps must conduct “a full
assessment of the streams’ ecological functions’ before
concluding that damagewould beminimal or that damage
can beoffset with various*® mitigation” techniques.

He blasted the Corps consistent finding that
sediment ditchesbuilt on minesitescan beturnedinto man-
made streamsthat adequatdly replacethe headwaterscreeks
that are buried by mining.

Chambersd so found that the Corpsdid not properly
consider the cumul ativeimpacts of the proposed permits,
aongwithexisting and previousmininginthearea Hesaid
the agency might decide that an environmental impact
statement isneeded for each permit.

“Moreover,” thejudgewrote, “whilesurfacemining
isheavily regulated by federa and state agencies, Congress
mandated that the corps‘ maintain the chemical, physical
and biological integrity of the nation’swaters,” which may
requirethecorpsultimately to deny thepermitsif theadverse
impactsto thewatersare significant.”

InApril, thejudge suspended partsof hisruling so
that Massey can continueto dumpwasterock and dirtinto
valley fillsalready started at three of the four operations.
But Massey'snew, planned valley fillscannot be started.

Thejudgeessentially said thestreamsat stake
werealready irreversibly harmed.

Over the past seven years, two federal judgesin
West Virginiahaveissued rulingsto moretightly regulate
mountaintop removal, in responseto lawsuitsby OVEC
and others.

Both of those rulingswere overturned by the 4th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appealsin Richmond, Va

Massey, based in Richmond, had intervenedinthe
caseand will apped theruling, but, according to Mulhern
with Earthjustice, “ A successful gpped will bedifficult this
time. There'sno evidencein thetrial record to support the
Corps dams” ©




Quantum L eadership
continued from page 2

eradicatethe chaos.

Quantum leadership holds fast in the face of
uncertainty by acknowledging that themessispart of the
process.

Sometimesthe needed responseisnot to stand
rigidly but to bend with thewind —to acknowledgethe
uncertainty and to move, not against it, but through and
beyondit.

The Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition’s
Dianne Bady, Janet Keating and L auraForman (who
died suddenly in2001) fight mining-rel ated environmental
depredations such as mountaintop removal in West
Virginia

Often pitted against overwhel mingly powerful
opponents and very steep odds, Dianne speaks about
embracing theinherent chaosof some of OVEC swork:

“We are often thrown into totally unexpected
circumstances that we don’t know how to deal with.
Our carefully devel oped plans can become suddenly
irrelevant by anew development on the part of the coal
industry or the local, state or federal government’s
capitulationto cod’ sdemands. Thisnot knowingisvery
difficult to dedl with.

“Over theyears, Janet and Lauraand | together
realized that part and parcel of our work wasthistotal
disruption of our plansand our subsequent not knowing
what to do next. We learned together that in these
Situations, weneeded to rely on purespiritua trust. We
devel oped theideathat sometimeswejust walk through
afog, and that I1Stheway it’s supposed to be, it's not
just atotal disruption of our work —it ISour work.”

Dianneelaborateson thevery real-world gains
that can result from thismystical-sounding embracing of
chaos.

“Our basic style of leadershipisto providethe
spacesfor concerned peopleto get together, sharetheir
anger, and work through the darknessto come up with
plans. Often thismeansdealing with chaos. Everybody
may haveadifferentidea. Six peoplemay talk at once.
Somemay disagree with others. But if wekeeptalking
through the chaos, treating each other with careand

respect, sooner or later aplan emerges.

“ Sometimesmagical thingshappen. Weseeshy
and unlikely people speaking with an eloquence that
makesour skintingle, or successtully taking aleadership
rolethat seemsbeyond their past experiences. And often,
we somehow attract theright peopleand resources, just
when we need them.

“1 trust that the chaoswill eventually turninto
someworkable plans. | trust that sometimeswe' |l get
help intotally unexpected ways. | trust that when we
screw something up, we' ll learnfromit. When | fall, |
trust that therewill be othersthereto help pick meup.”

“And | eventrust that if wefail completely at
getting aspecific win or gain, that the very act of our
cooperativeres stlance sendspositiveripplesthrough our
corner of thecosmos.”

Feeling the Pain and Anger Inherent in
Organizing — Working for social change can be
heartbreaking. To maintain thestrong community tiesthat
givequantum leadership itsstrength, leadershaveto be
at peace with thework’sdemands and periodic grief.
When disappointmentsarise, leadersmust hold fast in
theface of pain and discomfort by recognizing that the
disappointmentsand disagreementsare unavoidable, and
taking the necessary care of themselves and their
community.

DianneBady of OV EC addressestheforcesthat
can act on community activiststo heighten tension and
exacerbateinterpersonal conflict, and the need to deal
with suchinherent redlitieshead-on by ingtitutionaizing
waysthat participants can take care of themselvesand
oneanother inthefaceof conflict.

“Our membersare oftenin thetrenchesgetting
bombs thrown at them. These situations make
interpersond relationshipsahuge potentia problem, as
highly stressed people are usually not at their best in
congtructively dealing withinevitabledisagreements... |
can’t overemphasize theimportance to OVEC of our
focuson dedingwith conflictsasthey arise, beforethey
explodeinto big problems—conflictswithin our group,
withinthe community, with coalition partners.”

»
\

Recycle your INK JET PRINTER CARTRIDGES and now old CELL PHONES and help
OVEC raise $$$. Call or e-mail Maryanne, (304) 522-0246, or maryanne@ohvec.org, to
get your supply of postage-paid bags. It's simple, easy, and good for the environment.
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| On the same
day theWV legidature passed our Sudge Safety
Project’sresol ution requiring the state to study
theimpactsof underground cod dudgeinjection
on drinking water wells and human health,
municipal water started flowing out of tapsinto
homesinacoupleof Mingo County communities.

Soon after, the water project was
completed. It servesabout 700 peoplelivingin
Lick Creek, Rawl, Merrimac and Sprigg, some
of whom are OVEC members who actively
worked to make certain the legislature passed
the coa dudge study resolution.

“Wetried for 13 yearson our own, but
oncewe partnered with OVEC, people started
paying attention. OVEC gaveusexpertise, help,
and contactsto get us clean water here,” said
Lick Creek resdentsDebbieand B.I. Sammons.

“Theresdentsaretickled to desth to have
good, clean city water,” J.B. Heflin, project
manager for the Mingo Co. Public Service
Didtricttold theWilliamson Daily News.

Indeed. Thesefolkshad been battling for
over 13 yearsto get city water. A nearby coal
prep plant had injected billionsof gallonsof cod
dudgeunderground for decades. Peopl€ sonce-
pure well water became contaminated,
sometimesrunning black, sometimes orange and always
ginky. Many areafamiliesreported strangehedth problems,
such ashoilsand rashesand kidney stonesin young children.

“We had to force ourselves to bathe in the nasty
water,” said Rawl resident Ernie Brown.

“Thingsother peopletakefor granted —we had to
do different. We had to pack in water. Everythingwasa
major task. Wedidn't really want to cleanthetub—it didn’t
do any good. We were embarrassed to have people over
because of thesmell fromthewater.”

Erniedtill findshimsdf reaching for ajuginstead of
the tap to make the morning coffee. Carmelita, hiswife,

@ : :
"Water and air, the two essential

fluids on which all life depends,

have become global garbage

cans." —Jacques Cousteau
- Z

~ Clean Drinking Water at Long Last!
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In March 2006, two politicians vied for center stage when the
promisesfinally turned intoactual funding for themunicipal water
system. But thewater would till run black from faucetsin Rawl,
Lick Creek, Merrimacand Spriggin Mingo County without the
real star sof the show —all of the community memberswhowor ked
long-term to pemanD clean water. They showed usthat working
together, peoplecan demand —and get —the samepublic services
everyone elsein your area enjoys. Clean water should not bea
luxury, itisabasicright inthiscountry.

keepsopening thewashing machinelid to make certain the
water hasn’t turned black as shewashesclothes.

But, now that the cleaner city water isflowinginto
their house, bathsare apleasure. They can actually smell
the sogp and shampoo. Thelr skinfed sdifferent and doesn't
itch after ashower. Ernieand Carm now cravewater. They
have more energy and aren’t sleepy all thetime, asthe
fumesfrom the nasty water have cleared out of their home,
They havevisitorsover without worrying about the water.

Carm, like her husband and so many of her
neighborsindl four communities, isrelievedtofinaly have
potablewater. “1 praise God and | thank Him every day.”

Mingo County Sudge Safety Project volunteers
aren't resting ontheir laurels; they ve been out knocking
on doors in other communities. They know what
happened to them is not an isolated case. They're
sharing their stories, their strategies for success and
organizing for a better West Virginia.



12 Waysto Give $$$to OVEC to Keep Up the Fight

by Janet Keating

People donateto OV EC for many reasons. Some
givebecausethey live day-inand day-out with thehorrors
of mountaintop remova. Othersgivebecausethey arevery
involved community leadersor activists—besidesgiving ther
timeand energy, they also donatetheir money.

Some, whomay not beactively involvedinOVEC's
work, do so becausethey share OVEC svalues, they care
about quality of lifeissueslikecleanair, clean water, intact
mountains, forests, and communities, aswell asparticipatory
democracy. They may not live with the impacts of
mountaintop removad, but they seethebig pictureand know
that their giftsmakeared differencetotheworld at large.

Last year, 20 percent of OV EC'sbudget camefrom
individua donations. Thisyear, wewould liketo increase
that to 30 percent (We also receive grants from 17
charitablefoundationsand church groups).

Just asadiverseforest hasgreater resilienceand
stability, soitiswith non-profit organizationslike OVEC.
Loyal individual donorshelpincrease our general support
funding—theday-to-day operating fundsthat keep theoffice
doorsopen, the computersand phonelineshumming, the
award-winning website current, and many other vital
functions, likegrassrootsorganizing.

Local financial support playsakey rolein OVEC
victories

Peoplewhose drinking water apparently hasbeen
polluted by underground injection of toxic cod dudgewere
abletotravel weekly to Charlestontotalk withlegidators
about their lack of clean, potablewater. Theresult wasa
legidativevictory, in spiteof the* power” and money of Big
Coa —amandatefor amulti-agency study of theimpactsof
underground coa dudgeinjection.

I Organized citizenswontheday! All of OVEC's
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donorssharein thisma or accomplishment.

To al our members and donors, we offer a big
THANK Y OU for your recent support!

If you aren’t a member of OVEC yet, we hope
you'll joinhundredsof otherswhoare. Weneed your support
more now than ever.

Below are 12 DIFFERENT WAYS YOU CAN
conTRIBUTE ToO OVEC —most of them tax deductible!

1. Becomeamember! (pay your annua dues). Theform
ison page 27 of thisnewd etter.

2. Tdl othersabout OVEC. Helprecruit new members!
(who pay annua dues).

3. Becomearegular donor (over and above membership
dues). Make an annual pledge.

4. Do your gift shopping with us! Check out our on-
line store, www.carepress.com/oHVEC, or call theoffice at
(304) 522-0246.

5. Host ahousepartyto raisefundsfor aspecific project
or event. OV EC gtaff can helpwiththis.

6. Organizeafundraising event, likethe Treehuggers
Ball, spaghetti dinner, art show, or sllent auction.

'/ . Donateonlinethrough Paypal at the OVEC website,
WWW.OHVEC.ORG/JOIN/INDEX.HTMLH#DONATE, Or Network for
Good.

8. Find out if the company you work for will match
your giftto OVEC.

9. Committoraising $1,000for OVEC (wehaveideas
tohelpyou!).

aJ Donate stock or real property to OVEC.

aA Donateto honor or memorialize aloved one.

aB Leavealiving legacy gift, that is, make planned giving
apartof yourwill. ©

Justa
/_FM_K b sampling of
| | the cool stuff
1 ECd at OVEC's
H 5]
ﬂ Sﬁa’ Cafe Press
: webstore!

April 2. RareBanner Day in US Supreme Court for the Environment

Ruling 5-4, the Supreme Court found that thefederd
government had the authority to regul ate greenhouse gases
that may contributeto globa warming. Inthemost important
environmentd caseinyears, the Court rebuffed EPA'sclaim
that regulating those gaseswas beyond itsauthority, and its
claimthat it would not take action evenif it did havethe

power to do so. The second decision, also in an
environmental case, upheld EPA’s view that changesin
power plantsthat may contributeto air pollution must be
doneonly with apermit if thereisan annual increasein
emissons.

Seethe opinions at www.SCOTSUBLOG.COM.  J



Sludge Safety Project Update- OVEC Wing!

Thanks to all the 50 OVEC members and
volunteer swho mobilized to the State Capitol this past
legidative session, on March 8 (after theprinting of our last
newsl etter) the State Senate passed SCR 15.

Thislegislation mandatesthat the state study
coal sludgeto find out what’sin it and itsimpact on
our drinkingwater and theenvironment.

Withthesupport of theWest VirginiaEnvironmental
Council andthe WV Council of Churches, wecollectively
demonstrated redl citizen power!

Soon after thelegidation passed, OVEC members,
alliesand staff met to strategize next steps. Weagreed that
even though the state hasto do the study, it’sup to usto
makesurethey doit right.

Time and again, we've seen that government
agenciescanavoid carrying out astudy that honestly exposes
thetruth about harmful industrial practices. Sometimes,
agenciesavoid collecting new dataand simply compile
existing research, and call that a“ study.” Sometimes, they
collect dataat sitesthat are not likely contaminated, or let
theindustry gather samples, or only test for afew substances

%L_
instead of afull range of pollutants. \r J—*

Knowingthis, Sudge Sefety
Project members have decided we need to have an active
rolein the state's study of coal sludge. We want official
citizen oversight of the collection and interpretation of the
data, and we want credible, independent scientiststo have
accessto datacollection and analysis.

The coa industry does all it can to protect its
interests. We citizens must protect our interests—our
families, our hedlth, our future.

Join membersof the Sludge Safety Project aswe
work with the Department of Environmental Protectionand
the Department of Healthto ensureacredible, honest study
of coal dudge.

We havearight to know what the coal industry is
pumping underground and whether or not it isathreat to
our healthand well being.

Knowledgeis power, and that’swhat we need if
weare going to make ahealthier and safer West Virginia.
See www.SLUDGESAFETY.ORG Or call Patriciaat (304) 235-
2618togetinvolved. ©

What It Takesto Win the Fight: ORGANIZE'

No one person got SCR 15, the sudge study
resol ution, passed by themsalves. It wastruly agroup effort
by hundredsof people.

As part of the year-long actions and activities
leading to the S udge Safety Project success, OVEC:

U Organized standing-room-only crowdsat thelegidative
interimsin October, November, December and January,
wherecodfieldresdentstoldlegidatorsand themediaheart-
wrenching stories about the health effectsthey and their
familieshave suffered from exposureto water contaminated
by underground dudgeinjection.

U Organized Lobby Tuesdays. OVEC’'s community
leaders, assisted by our organizers, descended onthe state
Capitol weekly during the 60-day session to educate
legidaorsontoxic cod dudge-rdatedissuesduring the2007
WV legidativesession.

Onaverage, 10-12 codfield resdentsarmed with
jarsof black water fromtheir tapsgot up before dawn and
braved icy, winding roadsto speak with legislators about
their concernsand to hand out literature.

U Commemorated, at the State Capitol, the 35"
anniversary of the Buffalo Creek disaster, inwhich 125 lost
their liveswhen coal waste damsfailed in Logan County.

7

Arley Johnson talksabout thehorror sof Buffalo Creek
at ceremony held at thestate Capitol to honor the35th
anniversary of thedisaster.

About 75 peopleatended the event. Disaster survivor Arley
Johnson spoke, reminding usal that we must work together

to hold the coal industry and government accountable so
continued on page 9



Griles Grilled, Convicted Over Tiesto Lobbyist

Charleston Gazette editorial, March 24, 2007

Steven Griles spent much of hiscareer making it
eader for out-of-state coal corporationsto blast themgestic
crestsoff mountainsinWest Virginiaand el sewhere.

Hewasdeputy chief of theU.S. Office of Surface
Mining during theReagan-Bush adminigtrationinthe 1980s.
Then, while Republicanswere out of power inthe 1990s,
hewasatop lobbyist for the coal industry.

When the second President Bush gained the White
Housein 2001, Grileswas named deputy secretary of the
Interior Department. Thelobbyist signed an agreement
swearing he would abstain from coal issues - but he
immediately broke the agreement. Gazette reporter Ken
Ward Jr. revea ed that he met with coal agents, and The
Washington Post cited 32 such meetings to benefit his
former clients.

Incredibly, hisoldlobbyingfirmpaid Griles$568,000
whilehewasNo. 2 at Interior. Hetried to sabotagefederal
studiesinto the damage caused by mountaintop removal
mining - ordering the researchers to focus instead on
“streamlining coa mine permitting,” Ward reported.

Vanity Fair magazinesummarizedthedtuationina
report titled “ Sale of theWild.” It detailed West Virginia
casesinwhich Grilesblocked pollution actionsagainst cod
companies. It recounted how he ordered federal inspector

No Picnic, Mo’ Money

by Dave Peyton, Charleston Daily Mail, April 30, 2007
Massey Energy, which minesmillionsof tonsof cod

inWest Virginia, announced that it would not haveasummer

picnicforitsemployeesthisyesr.

In recent years, the party hasbeen heldin Logan.
Prior to that, it was held in Charleston before CEO Don
Blankenship got miffed by Charleston folkswho threatened
to sue because Massey’ spicnic washeld on public property
and blocked public streets.

A Massey officia said economic factorswerethe
reasonthepicnicwascancedled. Then, last Thursday, Massey
announced that itsfirst-quarter earningsincr eased near ly
fivefold to $32.6 million.

Addtothat thefact that Blankenship madenearly
$27 million in 2006 and the canceling of the picnic becomes
somewhat puzzling.

All that'sleft to say isDon Blankenship giveth and
Don Blankenship taketh away.

Thisis OVEC saying, Don has an awfully funny
way of calculating these “ economic factors’ | @

Jack Spadaro to reverse his
chargesagainst aminingfirm,
and suspended Spadaro
when he refused. The
inspector said he met with
Griles about the charges
“and explainedwhy | could
not vacatethem. Hebecame
enraged, hisfacegot red, he
wasamodt spitting. | knew then
that this was a different kind of
animal.” Spadaro appeal ed hissuspensionand won.

Now thedifferent kind of animal haspleaded guilty
to corruption inthe scummy Abramoff mess- becoming the
highest-ranking Bush administration official caught inthe
Washington lobbying scandal.

Inafederal court Friday, Grilesadmitted that he
liedto Senateinvestigatorsabout hispersond linksto GOP
lobbyist Jack Abramoff, who fleeced millionsfrom Indian
tribeswanting government favors.

Grilesispart of along, disgusting parade (inthe
Bush adminigtration). Sentencingissetfor uly. €

Christiansfor the M ountainsNight

April 14 was Chrigtiansfor theMountainsNight at
the South Charleston Museum. Before ashowing of the
group’slatest film by B. J. Gudmundsson—God's Gift of a
Wild and Wonderful Land — the audience was treated to
gospe musicfrom OV EC sTonyaAdkins and John Kuhn.

OVEC board member Larry Gibson and OVEC
organizer Maria Gunnoe both spoke before ashowing of
thegroup’sother film, Mountain Mourning. TheMountain
Mourning DV D includestwo documentary-toursof Maria
and Larry’shomeplaces.

Mariaexpressed her deep appreciationto B.J. and
the Christiansfor the Mountainsfor helping to spread the
word about the destruction of God’s Creation caused by
mountaintop remova/valey fills.

Larry spokestraight from hisheart. Hispassion to
savewhat isleft of theancient Appaachian Mountainswas
clearly evident. His story on the Mountain Mourning
collectionislikely to bring tearsto your eyes.

Thanksso muchto Steve Fesenmaier for organizing
theevent. ©
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You can go to www.GoobseArcH.com/ and raise money for
OVEC every time your search the web!

J. STEVEN GRILES



Sludge Safety Project Leaders Reflect on Our BigWin | (2§

“I think this study is important for the children and for everybody. I'd go
back to lobby again if it will do good. Now we just have to stay on them to

a) \

L

get these sludge injections stopped.” - Robert Clark, Merrimac.

“We really appreciated the ones that stood up for us and helped to push this study through.
We’re not against coal mining, like everyone thinks we are, because coal mining around here is
really important to everyone. We just want it to be safer for the environment and for the

public.” - Brenda Brown, Rawl.

“It’s about time our health department and DEP knows what is in the slurry that is being
injected. The study should lead to a ban on slurry injection.” - Regina Hendrix, Charleston.

“We thank the senators for hearing our words and taking into consideration the health of
everyone in Mingo County and all the people in West Virginia. We need to know if this slurry is
getting into the water.” - Elaine Roberts, Merrimac.

“I'm thankful that they want to do something for us people that live in the areas with the slurry
injection and find out what’s killing everybody in the communities like mine. They’'ve needed to
do this for a long time and coalfield residents really fought the good fight to make this happen.”

- Donetta Blankenship, Rawl.

Organize!
continued from page 7

such apreventabletragedy never happensagain.

U Hosted an organizing housein Mingo County from May
through mid-August. A loca church donated office space,
whichwe continueto use. Six collegeinternsworked with
leadersto create and carry out community action plans.
Using datagathered at officesof theWest VirginiaDivision
of Environmental Protection (DEP), they worked with other
volunteersto devel op an underground coa durry injection

Voices from the Coalfields ... and Beyond

Letter to the Editor, Washington Post, April 26
Why don't Congress and the media focus on the real problem with coal?
How “cleanly” it is burned is not the issue. The problem is how it is
extracted. Sens. Robert C. Byrd (D-W.Va.) and Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) are being

stemap, thefirst of itskind for the Sate.

U Continued organizing, codition-building and educationa
effortswith other constituencieswhich made coal sudge
issuesoneof their state-level 1obbying priorities, including
the League of Women Voters, WV Council of Churches,
WYV Catholic Conference, Interfaith Center on Public
Policy, West VirginiaEnvironmental Council and Community
L utheran Partners. ‘€

hypocritical at best when they influence their poverty-stricken constituents to fear the loss of
their coal-mining jobs. The loss they're experiencing now as a result of coal mining is far more

devastating.

Huge swaths of West Virginia and Kentucky are being systematically and irretrievably
destroyed by mountaintop-removal mining. Now and then someone will write an article about
itin The Postor elsewhere, seemingly as a way to assuage our consciences, but this travesty
should be at the center of every argument against the use of coal.

“As we break the chains of foreign oil,” to use the words of Jenny Thalheimer, a
spokeswoman for Mr. Byrd, we may find ourselves in new chains, put there by the powerful

representatives of domestic coal.
Gloria Simmons
Auburn, WV



More Say NotoMine

L enore ResdentsAppeal Mingo County Permit

The following letter istaken froman appeal to the WWest
Virginia Surface Mine Board:

| live6 milesup theright fork of Laurel Creek, at
the mouth of Ash Camp. We are appealing thispermit to
the Surface Mine Board because of the danger the mine
posesto the environment and thethreat of damageit could
causeto my home.

At theinformal meeting, no onecouldtell mewhat
kind of dischargewill bereleased into Ashcamp Branch...
isthe stream going to be polluted? Harmed? Damaged?
Changed?Arethefish and other habitants of the stream
going to be harmed or killed?1sthisgoingto de-valuethe
homesand property of peopleliving inthecommunity?|
am concerned about the pollution of theland, theair, the
noise pollution and thedamagetowildlife, native plantsand
therisk factorsthis could pose on the community’shealth
andwell being.

According to themen from the mines, they will be
disturbing the mountaintop in order to deep minethe seam
of coa. Therewill beapond on each side of themountain
approximately 50’ widex 500’ long x 150’ deep... | have
seen this happen over and over again, in our county,
communitiesand state, the adverse effectsthishashad on
persons, properties, water, natural habitats and the
environment. The mine company said this would have
minimal effect regarding pollution, minimal dust, minimal

Time For an SOS — Save Our Flying Squirrels!

L etter to the Editor, Logan Banner, April 24

TheU. S. Fishand Wildlife Servicewill soon make afinal decision onwhether
or not to removetheWest Virginianorthern flying squirrel from protection under the
Endangered SpeciesAct. Thesquirrel continuesto berarejust asit wasin 1985. It will
berobbed of protection without convincing statisticson popul ation trends.

noise, minima threat to personsand property. When asked
what does minimal amount to? THE MINE COMPANY
COULD NOT CLARIFY, MEASURE, OR DEFINE.

We fear for the effects this will have on the
environment and on our qudity of life. The creek that runs
out of Ash Campiscrystal clear at the present time. The
community wishesto keep it that way.

Both my husband and | havehedlth problems... The
hazardsthiscould pose on our health lonearegreat, much
lesstheworry this permit could pose on our environment
and peaceful natura way of life.

TheRight Fork of Laurel Creek isawell-populated
community; much of theresdentsfed theway wedo. Given
the history of the coal mining companiesinthisareaand
around the state, they are not environmental caring, and
they do havethereputation for damaging person’sproperty,
communitiesasawhole, and disrupting the genera way of
lifefor the peopleinthesecommunities.

Sincerdy,

Charlesand DonnaBranham

The Branhams and their neighbor s opposed the
permit, but it was approved. They have appealed and
so far collected 80 signatures from their fellow
community membersto submit with the appeal. Alarge
strip mineisalso planned for thisarea. €

Many West Virginiansmay consder this* much ado about nothing.” However, thesquirrel

isa“dgnature’ speciesof thebored forestsin our higher mountain, aunique ecological community that hasbeencalled“a
bit of Canadagoneastray.” Theboreal community intheAlleghenieswill doubtless be changed and perhapsdisappear in
thefuturefromgloba warming. Aneven moreuncertainfuturemay await the squirrel without (endangered species) protection

Long ago humankind wasinstructed by our Creator to treat the earth gently and carefor our fellow creatures.
Tragicaly, thedark side of humanity —greed, arrogance, selfishness—are still muchwith us. Let usdemand full protection
inorder that one of God'swild creaturesnot be sacrificed!

J. Lawrence Smith

Hurricane, WV
Editor’s note: OVEC is part of the Save Our Squirrel coalition led by the Save Blackwater Canyon campaign.
Thanksto all our efforts, SOS generated over 5,000 comments on saving the squirrel. As Erik Reece pointsout in
Lost Mountain, the flying squirrel isunder threat from mountaintop removal. See www.SAVEOURSQUIRREL.ORG.  ‘©
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Activists Form Coalition to Fight MTR Abuses

On May 1, as we prepared Winds of Change,
membersof theM ountain Community Preservation Codition
met with the Boone Co. Commission and Office of
Emergency Services (OES). The meeting wasto remind
theagenciesof their commitment toimplement anemergency
warning syseminthecounty.

We have been
asking for an emergency
monitor for each home in
Boone County, to be
controlled by the OES.

Greg Lay with the
OES hasdone aterrificjob
finding thesystem best suited
toour terrain. The Code Red
plan is a battery and solar
powered system that will be
controlled by satellitesowe
don’'t have to depend on
phonesand electricity. This
could savemany livesinthe event of asudgedam breach
orfalure.

Wewere dueto meet with county commissionand
OESin June, but the date was moved up because of the
recent floods, and ascare about apossible coa dudgedam
break in Bob White, which DEP|ater saidwasa* controlled

T Bewe Necetsary To Pestrey” The VilASE

iN Orper To SAVEIT...

RiseUp Route 85-erd!

Mountaincommunity dtizenactivigsliving neer
Rt. 85in Boone County formed M ountain Community
Preservation Coalition. MCPC works to fight the
abuses of communities caused by coal companies
practicing mountaintop removal coa mining. Weare

fighting for the protection of al Appaachianmountain
communitiesand the preservation of our cherished way
of life. We are proudly sponsored and funded by
OVEC.

Contact OVEC'sBoone Co. organizer Maria
Gunnoeat (304) 245-8481 or wvhollowgirl @aol.com.

release” of underground minewater.

InMay, several MCPC memberswill gotoMeigs
Co., Ohio, to speak with folks there about Jupiter Coal
Company’s action in the Bob White area. They’ Il warn
peopleworking with activist
Elisa Young about what to
expect if the coal company
locates there, and they’ll
strategizewithlocal folkson
waysto preservethelr rights.

Next meetingwill be,
asaways, thethird Thursday
of themonth.

TheMay mesting, on
the 17th, is at the Wharton
Community Center, 178
Benton Road, Wharton.
Pleasefed freeto attend and
bring others. WE Il havelight
refreshments, view mapsand loca aerid photography, and
continueour strategizing.

New attendeeswill receive copiesof documentaries
about mountaintop removal. In order to have moretimefor
planning, we will no longer show movies at the MCPC
mestings.

Be a part of the

Y% Mountain - Community
"aas. =, Presarvation Codlition! Attend
L themeeting and participatein
OVEC' swork to preserveour
mountain cultureand heritage.

We need to mobilize
people often so please stay
informed about what you can
doto help stop thedestruction
of our homes, livesand hedlth
inour amost-heaven ancestrd
homelands.

Signupfor OVECACction
Alertsif you havee-mail. Go
to www.oHVEC.0RrG and click
onActionAlerts.

Sign up for an OVEC
membership[call (304) 245-
8481] and get our newdetters
tohelpyoustay informed. €



OVEC Works!  Thanks! ---------eeeeeveeeeenes

Congratulations to Catherine Pancake! Her documentary, Black Diamonds: The Fight for Coalfield Justice,
won the 2007 Jack Spadaro Award at the 2007 Appalachian Studies Association conference.

There are too many of you to thank individually, but here are examples of the people power that makes OVEC
effective.

Donations and memberships: Thanks so much to everyone who renewed their membership or recently
joined OVEC. Your financial support helps keep us in action.

Sludge Safety Project and WV Clean Elections: Dozens of amazingly dedicated volunteers across the
state who contacted their legislators and came to the State Capitol during the 2007 Legislative Session.
Special shout out to West Virginia Environmental Council.

House Parties and Solidarity Network Groups: Beth Raps, Daniel Chiotos, Chuck Nelson, Rod Snyder, Jen
Willett, Jesse Mills, John Taylor.

Writing a wonderful membership letter: Donetta Blankenship.
Mailings: Tom Jones, Michael Morrison; Ronda Harper, Celia Callahan, Barbara Ladner.

Mountain Justice Spring Breakers: College students who came to West Virginia from all over the United
States - thanks to Coal River Mountain Watch.

Hooking us up with students in for Service Spring Break: Jeannie Kirkhope.
Friends of the Mountains banner: John Doyle, Julian Martin.

Global warming watchdog: Mel Tyree, who had six opinion pieces printed in West Virginia newspapers over
the past few months.

Blair Mountain work: Dr. Harvard Ayers, Dr. Barbara Rasmussen, Wess Harris, Bill Blizzard, Kenny King,
Regina Hendrix, Bill Price, Steve Fesenmaier.

Attending Hearings: Cindy Ellis, Sheila McOwen, Winnie Fox, Mel Tyree, Michael Morrison, John Taylor,
Vickie Wolfe, Robin Blakeman, Kathryn Stone, Regina Hendrix, and many others.

Volunteer organizers: Michael Morrison, Chuck Nelson, Larry Gibson.

OVEC volunteers at two-day MTR working group meeting: Donetta Blankenship and Chuck Nelson.
Christians for the Mountains Night: Christians for the Mountains members, filmmaker B.J.
Gudmundsson, John Kuhn; special thanks to Allen Johnson, Bob Marshall, Carol Warren and Mary Ellen
O’Farrell for their work on the steering committee of Christians for the Mountains.

Clean Elections leadership: Kathy Stoltz, Larry Matheney, Kenny Perdue, Susan Sobkoviak, Perry Bryant,
Steve White, Richie Robb, Kathryn Stone, Rev. Dennis Sparks, Gary Zuckett, Norm Steenstra, Linda Frame,
John Welbourn and Carol Warren.

Helping with OVEC’s board meeting in Boone County: Jim Foster, Joan Linville and Chuck Nelson.
Organizing a “Step It Up” event at West Virginia State: Sally Shepherd and others who highlighted the

0000000000000 0000000000000000000 continued on page 16
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ThirteenArrested in Srugglefor New Mar sh Fork Elementary School

Marsh Fork Elementary School has been
described by West Virginia Public Radio as a
touchstone in the fight against mountaintop
removal. It'san egregious example of severad
ways that Coal’s greed endangers health and
threatens lives, with the support of our state
government.

Coal River Mountain Watch has researched
the specific funding mechanismsthe Governor
could use to get the new school built. They are
leading the effort to establish anew, safe school
for Marsh Fork Elementary students in their
community.

Fed up with the Governor’sinaction onthis
issue, they decided to pay him a visit. Other
coalfield residents, college students attending
Mountain Justice Spring Break, OV EC membersand other
concerned citizens came out to expresstheir support.

After policeofficerstold everyoneto move away from
the Governor’soffice, 13 peoplewere arrested, including
four from OVEC: board members Larry Gibson and
Michael Morrison, volunteer organizer Chuck Nelsonand
staff organizer Abraham Mwaura. Board member Winnie
Fox, 87, was not arrested despite her participationinthe
non-violent civil disobedience.

Sincethearrests, an OV EC organizer and avolunteer
havebeenworking cooperatively with Cod River Mountain
Watch to devel op and implement astepped-up community
organizing plan onthe school issue.

OVEC sMwaura, Morrison and Fox wrotean opinion
pieceregarding thearrests, aversion of whichraninthe
Huntington Herald-Dispatch onApril 21:

Fighting for New Marsh Fork Elementary

Thirteen peoplewere arrested at Gov. Joe Manchin's
officeinthe Capitol on March 13. Concerned citizenshad
gathered to ask for an audience with the governor onthe
issueof Marsh Fork Elementary School in Raleigh County.
They had attended countless other hearings, without results.
They wanted the governor to address constituents' request
for another e ementary school to bebuilt inthecommunity.

The attendeeswaited patiently for hoursto seehim,
singing traditional songs and hymns. The governor on
numerous occas onshasavoided addressing theissue. This
time, the peopleweredetermined to meet with him, no matter
how long they had towait, and it wasthisdetermination that
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led to the 13 arrests. The 70 people who were at the
governor’s office were not a threat to any person or
property. Yet the governor choseto expose the attendees
to an unacceptablelevd of brutality and disrespect.

Why are these people so desperateto replace Marsh
Fork Elementary School? A poisonous binding agent is
sprayed on the coal whileloading it onto coal trains. Coal
dust iseverywhereand it may be affecting the children’s
hedlth. Geologist Scott Simonton, who hasinvestigated this
issue, hasfound highlevelsof coa dustingdetheschoal. In
hisreport he stated, “1 believethat the occupantsof Marsh
Fork Elementary School are at risk from the exposureto
thedust emitted fromthe (Massey cod) facility.”

And aMassey coa durry impoundment loomsamere
400feet dbovethe school. Directly behind thedurry damis
an 1849 acre mountaintop removal mine. Residentsfear
that the repeated bl asting may be destabilizing the earthen
dam.

Gov. Manchinisshirking hisduty to protect thechildren
of West Virginia. He continuesto shift hisrespongbility onto
lower levelsof government that areless ableto bear the
fiscal expense. Manchin continuesto lose credibility asan
effectivepublic servant, ashislack of action onthestuation
at Marsh Fork Elementary becomes more and more atest
of hisintegrity and leadership.

Oneof thegresat |lessonsfrom Martin Luther King Jr.is
tousenon-violent civil disobediencewhen other tacticsare
not working in order to get justice. Itistimefor usto all
pick up thetorch of justiceherein West Virginiaand get a
new Marsh Fork Elementary School inthecommunity.



Organizing Cabin Creek:

On April 18, OVEC
board member Larry Gibson
and OVEC organizer Abe
Mwaura met with Lois
Armstrong, a longtime
resident of CabinCreek. Lais,
along with others in the
community of Coalville,
managed to stop the
construction of acoal loading
dock, whichwould have been
illegaly closetofolks homes
inthearea.

Thefollowingispart
of therich conversation that
took place when Larry and
Loismet. It begins abruptly
when Abe realized that he
should probably berecording
the conversation—with their
permission, of course;

Larry: It'sgot to beahuman
rightsstory, linked to mountaintop removal.

Lois. But youdon't haveany rights.

Larry: That'sit. That'sthewholepoint...

Lois: Wedon't haveany rights.

Larry: And you and | both remember the time... if
somebody inour areaworked for anon-union outfit, they
wouldn't tell anybody back then. Now, if amanworksfor
aunion, hedoesn’'t tell anybody.

Lois: He'safraid of being ostracized too.

Larry: Sure. | don't have the wisdom of time like you
have. SoI’mlooking toyouto kind of guide meand my
friend here. What we' retryingtodoisredly tryingto save
somelives. We renot trying to punishtheworkers. If these
people had the choi ce, they wouldn’t be destroying their
own back yard...

| can’t back up fromthis. When | wasakid people

usedtotell mel wascrazy. But | still gottastay withthis.
Thisisnot ajobsissue. Thisisnot Ssmply anenergy issue.
It sahumanrightsissue. You know that itis. Until wecan
grikeanervein people, whatever thediscomfortisinther
livesat thispoint will still bethereinthefuture.

Abe: How do wedo that?

Lois: | don’t know.

Abe: How did they doit inthe past?

southern West Virginia.
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Kayford Mountain, Larry'shomeplace, lieswrapped in morning mists, asadrill
waitsfor itshuman oper ator storetur n and continuetheir mindlessdestr uction of

photo by Giles Ashford

Lois: [pause] | don't think people used to beasintimidated
asthey arenow.

Larry: Nothey weren't.

Abe: Hmm. What'schanged?

Lois: [very deliberately] Thefedling of powerlessness.

Abe: Youthink it’smore now thanit used to be?

Lois: Ohyes.

Abe: Well what's caused that? Why now, and compared to
when?Tenyearsago, 20 yearsago?

Lois: Comparedtowhen| wasakid. Yes. My grandfather
wasavery strong man. Very quiet —but very powerful.
Hedidn't shout or makeabig noise. What hedid, hedid
very quietly. And hewouldtak to different peopletherein
Chelyan, when peoplewould comein and try to change
things. And hewould do it oneon one- you know goin
and talk to the old-timers. But, | think people now feel
hopeless. They feel overwhelmed with the power that
othershave—that they don’t fedl they have.

Abe: Andnow I’ mtryingtofigureout what isit that caused
that. What changed inthat amount of timethat madethem
feel so powerless, so that we can figure out what it would
taketo makethem feel powerful again. Andit’snot just
fed... redly, wedl have somesenseof power —sometimes
wejust don’t useit. What isit that changed? They’ velost



A conversation about

power,

grit and why we’re gonna win

their power —but why?

Larry: Couldit bethat thefact that the different |eaders of
not only the government, but eventheunionitself...

Lois. Eventhecourts...

Larry: ...eventhecourtshave caved into theindustries.
That’smy opinion. That they havecavedintotheindudtries.
The peoplethat you and | count onto oversee our rights
aretheoneswho’ vegiven up our rights- asfar asfighting
forus.

Lois: But not only onthelocd level, but thestatelevel, the
nationd level —thewholething.

Larry: Right. But it startshere. We have more power than
werealize because weal haveavoice—if wecan get it
together, and Sart getting peopl e back together again, and
start focusing on what they’ velost. If we can do that, we
can encourage them to take another 1ook at themselves.
Otherwisg, likel said the miseriesthat they have now will
only get worse.

Abe: And your father did
that oneon one?

Lois: My grandfather. Ya.
Chelyan is still

being used, then what’stheuse of havingit... Weused to
have some choiceinthedirectionweweregoingin, and
now they’ vetaken that away.

When | went to New York last week | called for
therebirth of resistance, and | never thought I’ d hear such
aroar of people saying “ Yeah, we need the rebirth of
resistance.” Well yeah, we need arebirth of resistance
hereto get back what the people havelost!

Abe: What doesthat mean?What doesit |ook like?
Larry: Well right now thereisnot enough resistance. You
know that...

Wearenaturd organizers.Weliveintheareacalled
the coalfields- wherethe union wasstrong. If wehadn’t
organized in the beginning we would never have had
anything.

We can’t back up... We gotta get that grit
back. That's what we've got to find in people today.
They vegotit; they’ vejust forgotten that they haveit. €

Thesheer sizeand scope of mountaintop removal miningisonereason peoplefeel
powerlessto stop it. But we can stop it, wemust stop it, beforethereisnothingin
southern West Virginiaand eastern Kentucky left to save.

unincorporated, and it  pu——"
wasthoseold timerswho .
decided that they did not
want to beincorporated.
Hewas one of those old
timersand hewould say
“if yougivethemalittlebit
of power they’ll takeital.
Aslongasyoudon’'tgive
them any power, they
can'ttakeit.”

Larry: Hmm. Well that’'s
the whole point. That's
what we're saying. It's
time, with whatever
power we've got left...
we haveto organize and
direct it in a positive
directioningtead of letting
it sit dormant. We can
haveall the power we ve
got now, and if its not




OVEC Works!  Thanks!l --«--ccceeeeeeneeeinennennenn.

continued from page 12

need to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
and to promote clean, renewable energy to
help slow global warming.

Editing: Mary Wildfire and Greg Wood.

For work together with our Boone
County organizer: Boone County
Commission and Office of Emergency
Services, Chuck and Linda Nelson, Jim and
Jean Foster, CB, Denver Pinson, Delano
Gibson, Thomas Nichols, Gary Workman,
Richard Linville, Chrystal Gunnoe, Jessie
Gunnoe, Richard Pitzer, Jean Nelson, Paul
Workman, Antrim Caskey, Mary Miller,

Pauline Canterbury, Ronald Nelson, Steven
Burns, Versie Simms, Robin Blakeman, Bob Larry Gibson, left, and Julian Martin hold the Friends of the

and Brenda Farris, Cindy Rank, Margaret M ountainsbanner madeby John Doyle.

Janes, Sue and Lester Cook, Mark Schmerling, Rick Stevens, Joan Linville, Tom Jarrell, Coal River Mountain
Watch, Sam Cook at VT, Larry Gibson, Audrey Fisher, Shannon Roth-Gormley, BJ Guddmundsson,
SouthWings, Allan Kuhn, Verlin Burgess, David Price, Bobby Mitchell, Sandy Brady, Fannie Mason, Lynn
Keyough, Clara Carol, Willie Huddieston, David Dingess, Deloris Gibson, Chelsea Browder, Lisa Smith, Marvin
and Ann Sanders. And all the other groups, small and big, working to end mountaintop removal. €

Army, DEP: Let's Make a Deal (with Coalfield Residents Health!)

Justin casemountaintop removal / valey fill coal  with the ammonium nitrate and fuel oil explosivesthey
miningwasn't destructiveenoughto our homes, communities,  typicaly usetoloosen mineoverburden.

forestsand streams, our state and federal government came “We perceived this to be the way thiswould be

upwithaplan... disposed of, but we didn’t know for sure,” Vande Linde
In February, the Charleston Gazettereportedthat  said. “ That may changenow.”

stateinspectorsissued animminent danger closure order In March, newsreports said the mine operator and

for parts of Magnum Coal’s Samples Mine on Kayford  blasting contractor face more than $100,000 apieceinfines
Mountain when they found toxic residueassociated with  becausethey failed to report the blasting accident to the
blasting. Theminehad beenusngoldmunitionsaspartofa  state within 15 minutes, as mandated under a post-Sago
U.S. Army planto“dispose’ of theexplosivecompound — miningsafety law.

tetryl. Other alleged violations include allowing

“Theplan cametolight only after anemployeeof  unregistered contractors to work on mine property,
themine' sblagting contractor, Nelson Brothers, wasinjured  improperly trangporting explosves, and exposing employees
inadetonation accident on Feb. 10,” Gazettereporter Ken  tothe explosivetetryl, which can causeeyeirritation and
Ward Jr. wrote. respiratory problems, among other things.

TheWV Department of Environmental Protection Newsreportsquoted state officia ssaying that once
knew about thearmy’splanand thedeal included at least  the publiclearned about the use of toxictetryl at MTR Sites,
three strip mines, though the public wasnot permittedto  that itsusewas prohibited. Makesyouwonder what el seis
know which mines after the secret deal became public  happeningtofolksliving downwind of mountaintop remova
knowledge. blasting.

DaveVandeL inde, acting director of the DEPOffice InApril, newsoutletsreported that theArmy was
of Explosives and Blasting, told the Gazette that mine  movingthetetryl to Oklahomafor “ disposd.” Wonder what

operatorswereusing thetetryl in placeof or incombination 6 wonderful “secret plan” isin storefor the Sooner State? €



Fight Renewed Over Sreamlined MinePermits

by Ken Ward Jr., Charleston Gazette, April 26, 2007

While one mountaintop removal court ruling is
appealed, lawyersfor citizen groupsand theindustry set
the stage on Wednesday for a renewed battle over
sreamlined permitting of miningvalley fills.

Lawyers for the Ohio Valley Environmental
Coadlition (Ed: and WV Highlands Conservancy and Cod
River Mountain Watch) allegethat federal regulatorshave
wrongly returned to the use of “nationwide’ or “general”
permit approvasfor valeyfills.

Duringamorning hearing, Apogee Coa Co. agreed
totemporarily sop burying streamsat aL_ogan County mine
until U.S. District Judge Joseph R. Goodwin can consider
the matter. Goodwin scheduled afull preliminary injunction
hearing to start May 31.

Citizen group lawyer Joe Lovett had asked
Goodwin to block the Apogee permit, which the federal
Army Corpsof Engineersapprovedin early March through
itsstreamlined permit process.

Goodwinwasreluctant to do so, after hearing from
acompany engineer that the streamsinvolved werea ready
buried by a3- to 6-foot deep rock drainage system.

“The only thing that injunctive relief would
accomplish at this point would be to keep it from being
buried deeper,” thejudge said.

The case before Goodwinispart of abroader and
more complicated legal battle over the way the corps
approvestheburial of streams by mountaintop removal
mines.

Under thefederal Clean Water Act, the corpscan
issuetwotypesof fill permits.

Oneiscalled anationwide or general permit. The
corpswritesapermit containing aset of general conditions
meant to protect the environment.

If companiessubmit an application that showsthey
will meet those conditions, they receive an “ authorization”
under thegenerd permit, withlittleadditiona review by corps
officids. Corpsofficidsare supposed to usegenerd permits
only for small activitiesthat causelittleenvironmenta damage.

Theother corpspermitiscaled anindividud permit.
Theseinvolveasomewhat moredetaled review by thecorps,
and aremeant for larger activitiesthat can do moredamage.

Over thelast few years, environmental groupshave
chdlengedthecorps approva of valey fillsthrough both of
these permit processes.

Inonecase, Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition
lawyersargued that the corps could not approvevaley fills
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through general permits. They argued that fillshave greater
than minimal impacts, thelegal test for being covered by
generd permits.

Threeyearsago, Goodwin agreed. InaJuly 2004
ruling, thejudge said the corpshad never shown fillscaused
only minima damage, and blocked further useof Nationwide
Permit 21, which the corpsused for miningfills.

In February 2006, the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appealsoverturned Goodwin'sdecision.

SinceMarch 2006, environmenta groupshavebeen
trying to get Goodwintoissue another rulingonissueshe
didn’t previoudy decide and that weren't overturned by the
4th Circuit.

At the sametime, U.S. District Judge Robert C.
Chamberswas hearing achallengeto corps approvalsof
individud permitsfor miningvaleyfills.

InaMarch 23 decision, Chambers blocked four
corps permitsfor Massey Energy, ruling that the corpshad
not fully eva uated the potentid environmenta damagebefore
approving the operations.

Massey hassaid that it will appea Chambers ruling
tothe4th Circuit.

Thisweek, the court battle shifted back to the case
pending before Goodwin.

Originally, Apogee Codl, an affiliate of Magnum
Codl, had sought approval for itsNorth Rum SurfaceMine
inLogan County through acorpsindividua permit.

Michael Day, director of surface operations for
Magnum Coal, said the company went that route because
of thelitigation over nationwide permits pending before
Goodwin.

But, asChambersneared arulingintheindividual
permit case, the company went back to the corpsand asked
for approval through the nationwide permit, court records
show.

Incourt briefs, Lovett and citizen group lawyer Jm
Hecker argued that the corpswaswrong to consider and
approvethe proposal through anationwide permit. They
noted that the North Rum operation would bury alonger
section of streamsthan one of theindividual permitsthat
Chambersblocked.

“Thecorpsfound that thecumul ativeeffectsarethe
lossof nearly half of the Upper Spruce Fork watershed and
more than athird of its headwater streams,” Lovett and
Hecker wrote. “ The corpshasno reasoned explanation or
scientific andysisto support itsconclusion that thisamount
of damageisminima.” ©
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GLOBAL WARMING / CLIMATE INSTABILITY
in the Mountain State

V\/est Vrglnlans Trained By Al Gore To Present on Climate Change

Charlestonresdent and WV Environmental Council
member Allan Tweddleisnow acertified presenter for Al
Gorée' sClimate Project.

Allan spent threedaystraining in Nashvillein“an
awesomeand lifeatering experience.” Allanwasinvited by
Al Goreand hisstaff to takethetraining, along with 170
others, including ahigh school physicsteacher from Harpers
Ferry.

“Thematerialsand over 300 didesgoway beyond
hismovie, Anlnconvenient Truth,” Allansaid. “ Andthose
who dismissthe Climate Project’ssound scientificbasisand
action conceptsreally aren’t listening to the message, but
areinstead trying to shoot the messenger. Thepresentation

isscientifically correct and executed with very professional
graphics”

A couple of the people who have received this
training have contacted OV EC, asking to use some of our
mountaintop removal photosintheir presentations.

Our photos helpillustratethefull cycleand heavy
toll of our continued over-reliance on burning coal for
eectricity.

Allan’s dynamic, educational and inspiring
presentation awaitsyour invitation.

You arestrongly encouraged to contact Allanto set
up speaking engagementsin your community. Call him at
(304) 925-9184 or e-mail dlantweddlie@msn.com. €

New Book: How Many Lightbulbs Does It Take to Change a Christian?

Ekklesia, April 23, 2007

TheArchbishop of Canterbury, Dr. RowanWilliams,
has endorsed abookl et that encourages Christiansto play
their part in hel ping to stop climate change.

Aiming to counter theideathat stark warningson
thestate of theenvironment seemtoo colossal for individuals
to make any real difference, the book —called How many
lightbulbs does it take to change a Christian? — argues
that Christians not only can have an impact by adapting
their lifestyle, but actually haveamora duty to do so.

TheArchbishop comments: “ Therearemany smal
steps that each of us can take to lighten the load on our

OVEC Board Meetsin Boone County

OnApril 28, OVEC board members met with
activevolunteersof theMountain Community Preservation
Caodition.

It was a chance for OVEC board membersto
seecodfield community organizingin action andto meet
with some of the newer volunteers. Memberslistened
with deep interest as people like Chuck Nelson spoke
about lifeinthe coalfields and the impact mountaintop
remova miningishaving.

The meeting included a tour of communities
affected by mountaintop removal and coal sludgedams. €

OVEC board members cross a bridge to Maria
Gunnoe's house. Flooding rendered the bridge
unusablefor vehicles. photo by Janet Keating

planet and thisguidegivessomepractica examplesof where
each of uscan gtart. | commendittoal Christianslooking
for ideas and inspiration on what they can do to make a
positivedifferencefor theenvironment.”

Thepocket-szed guide suggestsarangeof practica
actionsto help churchesand their members“go green,”
including organizing acar-sharing schemefor traveling to
and from Sunday worship, cutting transport emissions by
holidayinglocaly and he ping achurchyard becomea““green
lung” for thecommunity.

For moreinformation, Seewww.COFE.ANGLICAN.ORG/
NEwS/PR3307.HTML.  ©
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TheTimefor Climate Change SolutionsisNOW

by Mel Tyree

The debate on how to reduce our greenhouse gas
emissions must end quickly. Recent research has proven
that climate changeisnow producing unacceptableimpacts
and weonly have 10to 20 yearsto head of f
catastrophic economic and biodiversity
collapse.

The October 2006 Sern Report
and the 2007 I ntergover nmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) Report emphasize
that humanity has less than 20 years
remaining toimplement and gtrictly enforce
global greenhousegasreductionlaws.

Also, inlessthan 10 years, wemust
significantly reduce our greenhouse gas
emissionsif weareto avoid severeshiftsin
theworld sweather patterns, according to
NASA climatologist Jim Hansen. Some
recent researchfindings:
£x Thehorribledrought in Africa sDarfur
region, which precipitated genocideand civil
wars, was caused by greenhouse gas-driven
climate change according to a 2003 study
by the National Center for Atmospheric
Researchin Boulder, Colorado. TheSern
Report and the IPCC Report predict that
other third world countrieswill suffer the
samefateinthe coming decades.
L} If the average atmospheric temperature
increases by just another 3.6 degrees, one
third of dl wildlifewould beforcedtomigrate
outsidenormal habitat rangesor faceextinction.
£x The | PCC scientistsreported that thereisa 90 percent
probakility that our rapid dimate changeiscaused by human-
released greenhouse gas. That number would have been
95 percent if it weren’t for political pressureon scientiststo
dilutetheir findings.
£x According to Stern’sanalysis, preventing a3.6 degree
temperatureincrease would cost theworld $1 trilliondollars
now (about the cost of 2 Iragwars), or $20trillionin later
damages, if wedo nothing.
L3 A businessasusud pathwill causemoredrametic coastal
storm surges, moreintense hurricanes, greater destruction
to trangportation systemsand infrastructure, even more
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tornadosand wildfires, aswell asa4.5 percentincreasein

ozone-related deaths by mid century.

£ The World Health Organi zation estimates that global

warming aready claimsthelivesof 150,000 people each
year.

Thelevd of total greenhousesgases
in our atmosphereisnow at 430 parts per
million (ppm). That total is presently
increasing by about 2 ppm/year. |If that total
isn't stabilized between 450 — 550 ppm
withinthe next two decadesand thenrapidly
reduced, theworld'seconomicimpactswill
be greater thanthe 20" century’ sworld wars
and Great Depression combined, according
to Stern.

The worst consequences to West
Virginia citizens will be loss of life and
property damage dueto severestorm events
andflooding, whichwill gradually increase
inintensity and frequency astime goeson.
We must see to it that state and federal
disaster mitigation plansarefully funded and
implemented.

OVEC Launches New
Global Warming Action

Page on its Website

OVEC's new web page, “Global
Warming and West Virginia’ provides a
wealth of volunteer opportunitiesto take
action. See www.OHVEC.ORG/GLOBALWARMING/ for
informationon:
® Contacting your US senators and House of
Representative members about supporting the Global
Warming Pollution ReductionAct (S-309) and theHouse's
Safe ClimateAct of 2007 (HR-1590).
® Contacting your local town council about signingtheUS
Mayor’sClimate Protection Agreement, whichmirrorsthe
Kyoto Agreement for greenhouse gasreductions.
® Opportunitiesto attend local climate change eventsand
public presentations.
® Linkstodaily newson climate changeand linksto sites
continued on page 21



We cometo Carol Warren, OVEC’s Newest Saff M ember

OnFeb. 22, the Sate Journal printed “Webster
Couple Strivesto Ease Dependence on Electric Grid.”
The story by Beth Gorczyca-Ryan, featured Carol
Warren and her husband, Todd Garland, and their six-
year sint at living nearly off thegrid:

“ The coupl e has spent thousands of dollars
to convert their home high atop a ridge in ebster
County so that most of their electricity comes from
renewable sources — specifically wind and solar
power —instead of from the electric power grid.

“We did it because we both were convinced
it was the right thing to do,” Warren said.

Carol and Todd researched power systemsand
settled onamix of small-scalewind and solar.

“The couple eventually built a 36-foot tall
windmill with a 7-foot blade span and installed eight
solar panels in a field near their house. The energy
generated through the wind and sun then runs
underground to their home, wherethe couple hasa bank
of 12 batteries that collect and store the energy. The
batteries feed two 110-volt invertors which then feed
electricity directly into the breaker box.

“ ...The couple had to pay between $15,000 and
$16,000 for the solar panels, windmill, batteries and
wiring. While half of that cost was picked up through a
grant from their Franciscan community based in New
York, Warren and Garland had to pay for the rest.”

Carol and Todd now haveminimal dectricbills, but
the system hasyet to pay for itself. They didn’t install the
renewableenergy system primarily to savemoney, but rather
to reducetheir ecological footprint. (Solar and wind energy
systemspriceswill decreasewith massproductionand more

New EconomistsHaveDifferent View

by Graham Cox, U.S. Society for Ecological Economics
There sanunderlying falacy inthethinking of old-
school economistswho pin our futureto continued economic
growth. ... thereisawhole new breed of economists -
ecological economists. Both wordscomefrom the same
Greek root - oikos, Greek for household.
Economicsisthe management of the household;
ecology isthestudy of household management. Our task is
to definewhat we mean by sustainability - i.e., kegping the
householdin good repair now and longinto thefuture.
.. Ecological economists are working with
ecologists, conservation biologists, geographers, land use
planners, and many other social and natura scientists.
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Carol Warren and OVEC board member Thomas Kincaid.

widespread use).

“Warren said she can never tell when her system
is shifting from alternative electricity to the electricity
that comes in off of the wires. Lights don’t dim. Power
doesn’t go down.

“...And whilelarge-scal e wind farms have come
under fire for allegedly killing large numbers of bats
and migratory birds, Warren said she and her husband
have never found a dead bird by their windmill. In fact,
she said more birds have died after flying into the home's
windows.

“ Other complaints are that windmills and wind
farmsaretoo loud. Warren said that’snot been a problem
either.

“ There's a little hum from the inverters, but it's
not bad,” she said. “ | like to say that the sound is the
sound of coal not burning.”

Carol, a Charleston, WV, native, is a 10th
generation West Virginian who has spent most of her adult
lifeworkingfor socid justiceintheA ppa achian mountains.

Carol has 15 years of socia justice experience
working for the Catholic Diocese of Lexington, Ky., and
the Diocese of Whedling-Charleston.

Her work asthe West Virginiadiocese sdirector
of the Office of Justice and Life has successfully built
rel ationshi ps between [abor, environmenta , community and
religiousgroups.

She currently serves on the board of the West
VirginiaEnvironmental Council, isthe chairperson of the
Government Concerns Committeefor the West Virginia
Council of Churches, and serveson the steering committee
of Christiansfor theMountains.
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Cost-Effective Carbon Footprint Reducers- ThingsYOU Can Do

by Mel Tyree

Bigoil and coal-fed specid interest |obbyistshave
sofar successfully blocked passage of real US greenhouse
gasreductionlaws. However, they have absol utely no power
to prevent citizens from reducing their personal carbon
footprints.

Anyonecandow therateof globa warmingsmply
through smarter shopping and being more greenhouse gas
consciousin energy use. Corporationsaresowly starting
to catch onthat if they want toincrease profits, they need to
provide consumers with more earth-friendly product
sections.

Thegood newsisthat youdon't havetoliveina
tent and useasolar shower to reduce personal greenhouse
gasemissons.

Easy carbon footprint reducersthat don’t requirea
lot of money or effort includethefollowing:
¥ Use compact fluorescent bulbs and be on the lookout
for even moreefficient LED bulbs. Saving energy saves
money!
© Wash clothesin cold water. Weburn alot of coal to heat
weter.

@ Dry your clothesonaline. Fresh air makesthe clothes

Action Page
continued from page 19

that can help you reduce your persona carbon footprint.

Toshareideasand exploredirectionsfor OVEC
globa warming work, pleasee-mail vivian@ohvec.org or
call Vivianat (304) 522-0246 ext. 2. ©

West Virginia Putting Out MoreCO,

According The Carbon Boom, anApril 2007 report
from US Public Interest Research Group, West Virginia
increased itsemissionsof carbon dioxideby 7 percent sSince
1990.

Because our population has remained constant
through that period (approx. 1.8 million), our individual
carbon footprints are a likely cause (more SUV's and
McMans onswere purchased after 1990 than before).

Thenewly enacted West Virginiagreenhouse gas
tracking bill will help sort out which WV industriescontribute
how much greenhousegas.  J

smdl| better.
® Recycle. That savesalot of energy whichiswastedin
mining and processing new aluminum and other materias.
i@ Eat morelocally grown vegetablesand fruit to cut down
ontrangportation emissons.
% Eat lessmeat. Cowsemit megatons of methane, adan-
gerous greenhouse gas, and forests, which absorb green-
house gases, are cleared to grazethem.
= Takepublictransportation or carpool if possible. Sit-
tingingridlock ismoretolerableif you have someoneto
talk to.

Many hundredsof carbon footprint reducing ideas
canbefoundinthefollowing sources:
H TheApril 9, 2007, Time magazine special edition, “The
Globa Warming Survivd Guide’;
H Amy Dacyczyn’s Tightwad Gazette books,
H Joe Dominguez and Vicki Robin’sYour Money or Your
Life;
H Janet Luhr’s The Smple Living Guide;
H 50 Smple Things You Can Do to Save the Earth by
The Earthworks Group;
H The many Internet links at the OV EC website, which
point the direction to awealth of other resources. ©

Get ACtION ALeRtS!

Stay Informed by E-mail: Join OVEC’s Action
Alert! e-mail list by sending an e-mail with “join
list” in the subject line to vivian@ohvec.org. This
is not a discussion list, so you won’'t be swamped
with e-mails.

Stay Informed by Phone: If you don't have or
don't like e-mail, call the OVEC office at (304)
522-0246 and ask to be put on our Call List. We'll
need your name and phone number. Don’'t worry
- we will only call to let you know about major
events or actions.

Stay Informed by WWW: Visit www.oHVEC.ORG
frequently for news and action updates. Check
out our extensive background information in the
Issues section. Look for your friends in the
People in Action section.

When you're finished with this newsletter, please pass it on!
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Countrys Leading Climatologist Lists5 Stepsto Prevent Catastrophic Change

by James Hansen, The Nation, April 21, 2007

There’'s ahuge gap between what is understood
about globa warming by therel evant scientific community
and what is known about global warming by those who
need to know: the public and policy-makers....

If wedofollow (our current path), even for another
10years, it guaranteesthat we will have dramatic climate
changesthat producewhat | would cal adifferent planet —
onewithout seaiceintheArctic; with worldwide, repeated
coastal tragediesassociated with sscormsand acontinuoudy
rising sea level; and with regional disruptions due to
freshwater shortagesand shifting climatic zones.

I’ve arrived at five recommendations for what
should be doneto addressthe problem. If Congresswere
to follow these recommendations, we could solve the
problem. Interestingly, thisisnot agloom-and-doom story.
Infact, thethingswe need to do have many other benefitsin
terms of our economy, our national security, our energy
independence and preserving the environment —preserving
crestion.

Fir s, thereshould beamoratorium on building any
more coal-fired power plantsuntil we have thetechnol ogy
to capture and sequester the CO2. That technology is
probably five or 10 yearsaway. It will become clear over
the next 10 yearsthat coal-fired power plantsthat do not
capture and sequester CO2 are going to have to be
bulldozed. That’s the only way we can keep CO2 from
getting well into the dangerous level, because our
consumption of oil and gasalonewill take usclosetothe
dangerouslevel. And oil and gasare such convenient fuels

The President's indifference to global
warming was starting to show.
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(and located in countrieswherewe can't tell peoplenot to
minethem) that they surely will be used. Sowhy build old-
technology power plantsif you' re not going to be ableto
operatethem over their lifetime, whichis50 or 75 years?It
doesn’t make sense. Besides, ther € sso much potential
in efficiency, we don’t need new power plantsif we
takeadvantage of that.

Second, and thisisthe hard recommendation that
no politician seemswilling to stand up and say isnecessary':
Theonly way weare going to prevent having an amount of
CO2that isfar beyond the dangerousleve isby putting a
priceonemissions

...But aprice on carbon emissionsisnot enough,
which bringsusto the third recommendation: We need
energy-efficiency standards. That’sbeen proventimeand
again. Thebiggest use of energy isin buildings, and the
engineersand architectshavesaid that they canreadily reduce
theenergy requirement of new buildingsby 50 percent.

...The fourth recommendation — and this is
probably the easiest one—involvesthe question of ice-sheet
stability...Congress should ask the National Academy of
Sciencesto do astudy onthisand report itsconclusionsin
very plainlanguage. The National Academy of Sciences
was established by Abraham Lincolnfor just this sort of
purpose, and there'sno reason we shouldn’t useit that way.

Thefifth recommendation concernshow wehave
gotteninto thissituation in which thereisagap between
what therd evant scientific community understandsand what
the public and policy-makersknow.

A fundamental premise of democracy isthat the
publicisinformed and that they’ re honestly informed... |
don’t know anythingin our Congtitution that saysthat the
executive branch shouldfilter scientificinformationgoingto
Congressiona committees.

Thegloba warming problem hasbrought into focus
anoverdl problem: thepervasveinfluenceof specid interests
onthefunctioning of our government and on communications
withthepublic.

It seemsto methat it will bedifficult to solvethe
global warming problem until we haveeffectivecampaign
financereform, so that special interestsno longer have
such abiginfluence on policy makers.

Excerpted; Full article at www.THENATION.cOM/
poc/20070507/HANSEN.  ‘©
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Campaign Cash

Public Financing Worksin Other Sates

by Richie Robb and Carol Warren, Charleston Gazette,
March 21, 2007

Dgavu hardly describesit. For thesecond year in
arow, the Public Campaign Financing Act (SB118) was
inexplicably killed inthe Senate Finance Committee.

Despite many specific promises to coalition
membersand evento other legidators, Sen. Walt Helmick
hasonce again denied acommitteevoteon thebill.

Why areafew of our top Senateleadersso rel uctant
to try amore democratic el ection process? They haverun
unopposed inanumber of racesfor decades, and theamount
of campaign money that gravitatestotheir powerful postions
hasrendered any opposition virtualy impossibletofinance.

Surely they arenot afraid to run on their records
agangt acontender who could runaviable, publicly financed
campaign?

Evidence from the states of Maine and Arizona
suggeststhey need not bewary. Incumbentshavethe name
recognition and arecord of public servicethat continuesto
attract votersin the majority of cases, even when publicly
financed candidates opposethem.

Andif anincumbent choosesto run asapublicly
financed candidate, the public seemsto acknowledge and
reward that. Only incumbent legidatorswithwhomthepublic
hasreason to be displeased should feel any apprehension.

Thelegidatorsin ManeandArizonaseem ashappy
withthesystem asthevoters. Eighty-threepercent of Mane's
Senateand 77 percent of the House choseto run aspublicly

“The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers must
better analyze damage to mountain streams
before giving coal companies permits to
bury them during mountaintop removal
mining, U.S. District Judge Robert
Chambers has ruled. It was a sensible
ruling, based on science and an
understanding that the health of small
creeks high in the mountains affects life
downstream.”

— March 28 Charleston Gazette editorial
about the historic Judge Chambers ruling

financed candidatesin the 2004 election cycle. Legidators
inthat state say that running with publicfinancing hasbecome
thenorm. Thenumber of publicly financed candidatesel ected
inArizonaclimbsduring each eectioncycleaswell.

Andwhy would our Senateleaderschoosetoignore
the efforts of a coalition as broad and deep as the one
supporting public campaignfinancing?

ThecoditionincludestheLeagueof Women VVoters,
AARRP, CitizenAction Group, the West VirginiaCouncil of
Churches, AFL-CIO, West VirginiaEducation Association
and the West Virginia Chapter of the National Association
of Social Workers, among others. Arethe specia-interest
fundersprivately suggesting that |egidatorsopposethebill?

The experiencesof Maineand Arizonaal so show
that public financing increases not only the number and
diversity of candidatesfor office, but alsoincreasescitizen
involvement.

Under the current proposal, West Virginia
candidates could not qualify for public financing without
collecting between oneand 400 smdll, $5 contributionsfrom
registered votersintheir district. Thesevotersbecome part
of the process, and are more likely to become educated
about theissuesfacingthe Legidature.

Lessthan 1 percent of West Virginians contributed
toany candidate spalitica campaignduringthe2004 dection
cycle Yetitiscommon knowledgethat moremoney isspent
on campaignsevery eectioncycle.

If the money to finance those campaigns is not
coming from citizen supporters, whereisit coming from?
Whoisit coming from?

Having candidateswho are out knocking on doors,
seeking support, and talking with congtituents about their
concerns can only help the democratic process and re-
engageWest Virginians,

Public participationisthekey to hed thy democracy.
We hopeto encourage our legislative leadersto be more
opentoincreasing that participation through publicfinancing
of dectionsintimefor the2008 |legidative session.

Robb is mayor of South Charleston. Warren is with
Citizensfor Clean Elections. €

M DEMOCRACY WORKS! I
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The Seasonal Round of America’s Mixed Mesophytic
Community Forest - A Resourcefor the Entire Planet

by Mary Hufford, Center for Folklore and Ethnography,
University of Pennsylvania

The Central Appalachian mountains harbor the
world’'s oldest and biologically richest temperate zone
hardwood forest. Spreading acrossthe crumpled terrain of
the Allegheny and Cumberland Plateaus, from northern
Alabama to southeastern Ohio and southwestern
Pennsylvania, the system that pioneering ecologist E. Lucy
Brauncaled* mixed mesophytic” (medium moisture-loving)
evolved over the course of ahundred millionyears.

Whereasmost forest types are dominated by two
or three canopy species, the mixed mesophytic system
features nearly 80 woody species in its canopy and
understory, including beech, tuliptree, basswood, American
chestnut, sweet buckeye, birch, black cherry, white ash,
butternut, black walnut, red mulberry, paw-paw, persmmon,
four kinds of magnolia, and avariety of speciesof oaks,
maples, hickories.

Never glaciated during theice ages, the covesand
hollowsof central Appaachiashdtered thisbiodiversity from
thefreezing temperaturesthat extirpated speciesel sewhere.
E. Lucy Braun theorized that the seed stock kept alivein
the coveseventudly replenished theforestsof Eastern North
America. Ecologiststoday reason that the covescould again
protect biodiversity in a time of global warming. A
widespread nicknamefor thissystemisthe* Mother Forest.”

The soils of thisregion were so productive that
NativeAmericansregarded much of southernWest Virginia
ascommons, and traditionally warring bands suspended
hodtilitiesduring seasonsof hunting, gardening, and gathering
nuts, fruits, and medicina herbs. Communitieslivinginthe
regiontoday continueto prizethegiftsof forest diversity,
not only as economic and subsistence resources, but as
templatesfor patterning life.

Theformula* plant cornwhentheoak leavesareas
bigasasquirrd’sear,” illudraiesinasmal way theintegration
of community lifewiththelifeof theforest. Theenvironment
itself stores memories, issuing the prompts to which
generationsof community forestry have responded.

Themixed mesophytic seasond roundisthelinchpin
of thecommunity forest. Synchronizing gardening, hunting,
gathering, and the marketpl ace, theround beginseach year
inmid-March with atrip to theramp patch. Ramps, wild
cousinsof garlicandthefirst of thewild foods, arefeatured
at spring feastsand community fundraisers.
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Forest
bounty isalwaysin
season: hunting
turkey, greens, and
morel mushroomsin
spring, fishing in
creeks and berry
picking in summer,
digging ginseng,
gathering walnuts,
hazelnuts,
chinquapins,
butternuts, paw-
paws, and
perdammons, hunting
squirrel and deer

| INEiNAE | .

The outline is the mixed
mesophytic community forest.
Theblack areaisthe projected
footprint of mountaintop removal
mining and valley fill on that
irreplaceableforest.

from August until December, tapping sugar trees, and
preparing to drink sassafrasteainthelate winter whenthe
need for spring tonic growsacute.

Participationinthisannud roundintegratesdigunct
parts of the landscape: knowing where the old apple
orchardsareisvital to hunting for morels; knowing which
speciesof bait emerge and when along particular creeks
informsthepracticeof fishinginmgor tributaries; following
fruitsasthey ripen|ater a higher devationsextendstheberry
season; following the cycle of ripening nutsisformulafor
successinsquirrel hunting.

Resting on the knowledge of e ementsof asystem
inrelationto oneanother, thecommunity forest fostersideas
about healthy foreststhat arelessand lesswell-known: that
healthy forests need multiple aged stands, including den
trees, beetrees, and nut trees; or that depleting resources
toorapidly isaform of “robbing theland.”

Themixed mesophyticcommunity forest exemplifies
what anthropologist Gregory Bateson called “thethinking
system,” that is, the organism plusitsenvironment. You
cannot take gpart thethinking systemwithout destroyingiit.
Violent technol ogiesused to extract timber and fossil fuels
destroy thinking systemsall over theworld, producing socia
and cultura did ocation and economic hardship.

In the Central Appal achian region, mountaintop
remova mining isdestroying not only mountainsand their
communitiesbut forest systemsthat could be conserved to
support local economiesand societieswhilesustaining a
carbon sink that could help to heal the planet.



We care, We Count, WE VOTE!
Dispelling the Myths About Fair and Clean Elections

(These myths and realities are adapted/excer pted from
Breaking Freewith Fair Elections: A New Declaration of
Independencefor Congress, March 2007, a collaboration
of Public Campaign, Common Cause, Brennen Center
for Justice, Democracy Matters, Public Citizen and
U.S PIRG)

If you’'ve spoken to one of your
legidatorsabout the need for aClean Elections
system last session at the legislature (public
fundingfor legidativeraces), chancesareyou' ve
heard one or more of the myths about why
Clean Electionsisnot aviableway to finance
politicians campaigns. Below are some
standard mythsand somewaysto dispel them.
Myth: Clean Elections systemsviolatethe
Firs Amendment.

Reality: Becausethe proposed public funding
bill isvoluntary, itiscongtitutiona. Inthelandmark
1976 case, Buckley v. Valeo, the Supreme Court
ruled that a voluntary public funding system for
presidential campaigns did not violate the First
Amendment.

Myth: Public funding of elections amounts to
“welfare’ for paliticians.

Reality: Thisargumentisbased onanillusionthat a
Clean Elections system offers political candidatesa
chanceto receiveeasy money, andistinted by theimplicit
assertionthat candidates may use public money for

persona expenditure. Thisconcernisunfounded.

Clean Elections, such asthoseenacted in Arizona,
Connecticut and Maine—and proposed in West Virginia—
employ safeguardsthat require candidatesto demonstrate
their seriousnessand viability beforethey receivea
penny of public money. The system also has

sensblerulesto prohibit spending public money

A for anything but legitimate campai gn expense
and requirescandidatesto account publicly for
all expenditures. Clean Electionswould bean
investment in a more responsive and
independent West Virginialegidature.
M yth: Clean Election systems(publicfinancing)
forcestaxpayersto support candidatesthey do
not like.

Reality: When taxpayers contribute to public
funding systems, they are paying to support
democracy, not an individual candidate. Clean
Elections systemslower the barriersto running for

office, increasethelikelihood that voterswill have
better candidatesto consider. Moreover, thesystem
reduces candidates’ dependence on deep-pocketed
contributors, lessening the chance that winning

candidateswill feel indebted to donors.

Myth: Publicfunding of electionswould give*“fringe’
candidates easy accessto taxpayer money.
Reality: Clean Electionsrequiresthat publicly funded

continued on page 27

States and Localities with Clean Election Systems

State / Electoral Contest(s) Method of Year of Year of
Locality for which public Approval Approval Implementation
funding is available

Arizona Statewide and Legislative races Ballot Initiative 1998 2000
Connecticut Statewide and Legislative races Legislation 2005 2008
Maine Statewide and Legislative races Ballot Initiative 1996 2000
New Jersey Legislative (pilot project) Legislation 2004 2005
New Mexico Public Regulation Commission Legislation 2003 2005
North Carolina Judicial elections Legislation 2002 2004
Vermont Governor and Lt. Governor Legislation 1998 2000
Albuquerque, NM Citywide races Ballot Initiative 2005 2007
Portland, OR Citywide races Legislation 2005 2006

[ DEMOCRACY WORKS!
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May 5 — June 22: Photographs by OVEC's Vivian
Stockman at The Sandor Teszler Library Gallery, Wofford
College, Spartanburg, SC.

May 12-16: 2nd Annual Mountaintop Removal Week in
Washington, DC.

May 19: “ ArtistssFor The Environment.” A creetive benefit
for WV Environmental Council. WVEC office, 2206
Washington St. E., Charleston. From noon - 4:00 p.m.
Featuring livemusic, artwork availablefor purchase, door
prize, silent auction art pieces, refreshments. For more
information: WV EC officeat (304) 414-0143

May 20 - 27: Mountain Justice Summer 3 training camp.
Cometo aweek of skill sharing, camping, and the kickoff
of Mountain Justice Summer 3! Jointhe movement! To
register, see www.M OUNTAINJUSTICESUMMER.ORG.

Right now, across Appalachia, lives, jobs, habitat, and
mountain cultures are endangered by mining the coal
consumed whenweuseelectricity.

Right now, across the country, people are taking
responsibility and taking action to end mountaintop
removal coal mining and find energy solutions.

CALENDAR

Mountain Justice Summer 3. SEeE
Www.M OUNTAINJUSTICESUMMER.ORG.

Summer:

June8-10: Just Connections Conference, Ferrum College,
Ferrum, VA. www.JUSTCONNECTIONS.ORG. Seethewebsite
for information about the organi zation and the conference.

July 7: Around the world. Live Earth concerts. Led by
former USVicePresdent Al Gore.

August 11: 7 p.m. West Virginia premieres of two new
Appashopfilms: TheElectricity Fairy and Up the Ridge.
AtthelLaBelleThesater, 311D &., South Charleston, WV.

Jan. 31, 2008: Focus the Nation Teach-In on Global
Warming Sol utions. See www.FOCUSTHENATION.ORG/. &

Regional Environmental Groups Organizeto Stop MTR

For the past year, severa organizationsin Appa achiahave been meeting to coordinate our work and to find ways
to become stronger by working together. Four OV EC folks— Donetta Blankenship, Chuck Nelson, Dianne Bady and
Janet K eating — represented OV EC at the April meeting at Jenny Wiley State Park outside Prestonsburg, Ky. ©

L eft photo, Kevin Pentz from KentuckiansFor The Commonwealth lookson asOVEC member Chuck Nelson
talksabout being arrested at theM ar sh Fork Elementary action at theWest Virginia Gover nor’soffice. Right
photo, from right toleft, listeningintently are Donetta Blankenship and Dianne Bady with OVEC, and M att
Wasson and L enny Kohm with Appalachian Voices.



We care, We Count, WE VOTE!

Clean Election Myths
continued from page 25
candidates collect enough qualifying contributions to
demonstrate that they are seriousand have abroad base of
support. ElectionsinArizonaand Maine show that Clean
Elections results in fewer uncompetitive candidates.
Although the number of candidateshasincreased inthose
states, thevast mgjority of those candidates demonstrated
astrong base of public support at the polls. In Maine's
2006 primary eection, for example, no candidatereceived
less than 20 percent of the vote, and only 15 of the 409
candidatesin two-candidate races received lessthan 40
percent of thevote.

Myth: Publicfundingwill not decreasetheamount of money
incampaigns.

Reality: A Clean Electionssystemwould set limitsonwhat
aparticipating candidate can spend. Therefore, if alarge
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percentage of candidates participated, it would likely dow
theincreasein campaign spending.

It warrants noting that one objective of Clean
Electionsisnot to remove money from palitics, but rather
replace private money that can be viewed as corrupting
with public money that supportsahealthy democracy.

From: Breeking Freewith Fair Elections. A New Declaration
of Independence for Congress, March 2007, a
collaboration of Public Campaign, Common Cause,
Brennen Center for Justice, Democracy Matters, Public
Citizen and U.S PIRG p. 9.

The Billion Dollar President’s Club

by Devilstower on the Daily Kos Blog, (excer pted)

... If anyone thinks that the biggest problem in
cleaning up congressislobbyists, they’ reway off base. A
freegolf trip may beaniceway to put acongressmaninthe
mood to support your Native American extortion racket,
but it doesn’t come closeto theinfluence gained by stuffing
campaign cofferswithmillionsof dollars. We' ve stopped
someone from buying congress’ favor with anicedinner,
but left open the door that allows them to buy the
congressiond seat itself.

The cost of campaigning for congress, the Senate,
and theWhite House hasrisen astronomically. Just since
1990, thecost of running for congresshasgrown morethan
three-fold, after adjusting for inflation. \When eventhemost
secure congressmen areexpected toraiseamilliondollars
every two yearsjust to hold their seats, it’sridiculousto
assumethat their first concern doesn’t liewith thosewho
feed that eternal need.

Atthepresdentid level, thingsareevenworse. In
2000, George W. Bush wasthefirst person to opt out of
the public financing systemthat had lent €l ectionsadegree
of sanity sinceWatergate. By raising thethen-astounding
amount of $100million, Bush opened up apresidentiad money
armsracethat threatensto rewriteall therules.

In 2004, not only did Bush skip public funds, but
both Kerry and Deanfollowed. Theresultswereamazing.
Kerry raised $234 million for the primariesand Bush $269
million, according to FEC records. $100 million had
revol utionized the systemin 2000, but it wasn’t eveninthe
ballpark for 2004.

For 2008, someanalystsarepredictingthefirst
billion dollar presidential election. €



GRANDPA'S
PLACE
by

Sam L. Martin

Where will 1 guide my

grandson to teach him to camp,
fish and hunt? 1 can

only tell stories

of my childhood, the mountains
and why God made them.

“Where that mountain used

to be,” 1 will tell him, “my
buddies and 1 built

a lean-to and slept

under it three nights. When a
storm came, we got wet.

But that mountain’®s gone

with many other mountains.”
I’m glad my grandpa

isnt here. There is

no place for his memories

to sleep and touch rain.

=+ Printed on recycled-content paper. Pleaserecycle. =

Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition
P O Box 6753
Huntington WV 25773-6753

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE
PAID
HUNTINGTON WV
PERMIT NO 370




