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CitizensFED UP
with thewWV DEP

Agency Must Consider Needsof Coalfield
Residents, Not Just Coal Barons

On Feb. 10, although snow blew and
temperatures dropped, about 40 people converged
on the West Virginia Department of (so-called)
Environmental Protection. We came to air our
grievancesto DEP Secretary Stephanie Timmermeyer,
who had recently told statelegislatorsthat shewas
striving to speed up the mountaintop removal
permitting process.

Our action, organized by Cod River Mountain
Watch and OVEC, was part of amulti-state, multi-
group day of action against mountaintop removal cod
mining. Wewerejoined by French TV news, hereto
filmastory about coa and global warming.

We kept our convergence upon DEP secret, Coal River Mountain Watch vqunteer Bo Webb gives new,

as the last time we tried to meet en masse with
Timmermeyer (when she
fired Matt Crum), she got
wind beforehand and
avoided us. Thistime, she
knew that we knew shewas
inthebuilding. Wemilled around in thelobby, waiting for
her to agree to see us and singing a song led by singer/
songwriter T. Paige Da porto. Wewere soon escorted back
to ameeting room, wherewe presented alist of demands.
Timmermeyer wasangry that wedidn't book a
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true meaning to “ DEP.”

meeting with her viaproper channelsand said shewould
meet with usanytimewe asked. (That’sfunny, asthat isnot
what we found to be the case in the past — she prefersto
have her underlings meet with us.) She denied shehad told
legidators, at ameeting about expediting mine permits, that
shewould speed up the permitting process, despitethe Jan.
10, 2005, Beckley Register-Herald article, “ Environmental
Chief PredictsFaster Permits.” Ninedaysafter thismesting,
in “Timmermeyer Touts Faster Mine Permitting,” the
Charleston Gazette reported:

“Coa companiesaregetting new stripmining

permitsfaster and will continueto seetheregulatory

processstreamlined under theManchin

adminigration, Environmenta Protection Secretary

Stephanie Timmermeyer toldindustry officias

Friday...

continued on page 3



Big Coal is Back, and Not For The Better

by Dianne Bady

In Raleigh, Boone, Kanawhaand other southern counties, Big Coal isback. The
first timethey mined these areas, they left some cod behindinthemountains. Now they’re
back, blowing up mountainsand burying thehollows. . .for the good of the country, of course.
Bush’spoliciesdictatethat West Virginiapeopl€ shomes have to be blown up for Homeland Security reasons.

We' re sad to seethat newly-retired Marshall University football coach Bobby Pruett isstarting anew job.
Now he’'sapaid spokesman for Friends of Coal, that down-home group run by atop public relationsfirm and
funded by Big Coal. We surewish the good coach would switchteams. Troubleis, our team can’t pay.

Mr. Pruett’sfather died of black lung and hisfather-in-law waskilledinaminedatefall. If coal mining had
donethat to my family, I’ d be serioudly peeved. Large portionsof Raleigh County, Pruett’shome county, arebeing
blown up or buried withwhat-used-to-be-mountains. If big swathsof my childhood county werenow being obliterated,
I’dbedownright livid.

It'sdiscouraging that Big Coal not only hasthe best politiciansmoney can buy, they aso can hirewell-loved
peopleto shill for them. Peoplewho can help Big Coal legitimizethingslike driving American citizensout of their
ancestral homes because those homesarein theway of Homeland Security’s need for more, More, MORE coal.
While Bush smilesand sayshe's protecting America sregular citizens, he'salsolying about how he’ sencouraging
renewable energy. Renewableenergy companiesdidn’t pay for Bush’ selection campaign. Fossil fuel guysdid.

West Virginiaisthetop statein annual poundsof explosivesused withinitsborders.

We' realso Number Onein FEMA disaster aid. Thereisaconnection here. Many coalfieldsfolksrealize
that all those mountaintop removal mineson top of them aren’t doing them any good at al. Infact, the collapsing
valley fills, the breaksintoxic dudgeimpoundments and the floodsthat wash avay homesand kill peoplehaveall
becomeapretty big nuisance.

How sad that “our” governor, and “our” legidativeleadersare so busy pledging allegianceto Big
Coal that they can’t be bothered to notice. After all, if they had to publicly noticethat large portions of their state
really arebeing blown up by outside elements, it could put amgjor dent intheir next elections' campaign coffers.

Dianneis OVEC's co-director.

Michael Morrison: Super Volunteer'!

by Scott Sraight
Michael Morrison has been an OVEC member

since2001. Hefirst learned of OV EC through newspapers i

and our work with the people living near the Ashland
Refinery (now Marathor/Ashland). Aswithmost members,
Michadl’sinitia rolewasthat of adonor —giving money,
but not being ableto do much more. However, hegot more
involved inthelast general election—hehelped OVEC
register over 1,000 peopleto vote! We offered both an
hourly wage and stipend per registration, but Mikerefused
both, volunteering hisservicesasheawayshas. Mikesad
that he decided to get moreinvolved because hewasfed-
up with the corruption that he saw al around him.
Sincethedection Michael hasredly increasedthe
number of hourshevolunteers. He hosted ahouse party,
attended by about 12 people, which was both an outreach
and fund-raising success! Party goersviewed Appalachian

Michael Morrison, left, shows what he thinks about
MTR. OVEC staffer Abe Mwaura s at right.

Treasures, and then discussed their thoughts, hopesand
fearsregarding mountaintop remova inWest Virginia. Mike
continued on page 5



Citizens Fed Up
continued from page 1

“Timmermeyer told coal representativesthat sheis

eager to work with the U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers on anew, streamlined permit process

approved by the Bush administration.”

Cod River Mountain Wetchtold Timmermeyer they
had asked the DEPfor quite sometimefor citizentrainings
on how to read permits, aswell asfor earlier citizen input
into the permitting process. Many citizensfed that by the
timewearealowed to comment on mountaintop removal
permits, the permitsarea ready adoneded . Someoneasked
Timmermeyer if shehad ever denied apermit.

After apause, shesaid shewasunprepared for the
meeting and couldn’t answer. Someonedid remind her that
she had denied onein anorthern trout stream. She noted
that the company changed its application, and the permit
wasgranted. (That permitisunder appesal .)

Onedisabled former mineworker (sick from cod
prep plant chemical poisoning) described the dangers of
cod dudgeimpoundments. Heknows—hehel ped construct
them. Timmermeyer promised to meet with himand aDEP
engineer for further discussions.

Timmermeyer agreed to hold citizen trainings,
perhaps see about getting citizensinvolved in the permit
process and to ook into the matter of acoal silo at acoal
prep plant very closeto Marsh Fork Elementary, where
severa studentsand teachershave died from cancer.

Asweléeft, wethought that beforedeegping that night,
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Don Alexander

perhaps Timmermeyer consdered theanger, frustration and
extensive problems her agency causes coafield residents
and water drinkersand air breathersacrossthe state.
continued on page 4
|

Grievancesand Demandsto DEP

(Thanks in large part to Coal River Mountain Watch
volunteer BoWebb.)

Coalfield residents, members of Coal River
Mountain Watch and the Ohio Valley Environmental
Coadlition gather today, Feb. 10, as part of amulti-state,
multi-group day of action against mountaintop removal coa
mining.

We decry the West Virginia Department of
Environmental Protection’s increased permitting for
mountai ntop removal minesand we demand real inputin
themountaintop removal permitting process. A list of citizen
grievancesand demands:

I Wearedisenfranchised by DER, |eft out of the permitting
process.

I Wedecry the DEP Secretary’s promiseto legislators
that she will increase and speed up the processing of
mountai ntop removal permits.

I Wedemand that DEPnot just rubber slamp mountaintop
remova permits.

I Wedemand that impacts on human health and human
rightsbe cons dered before mountaintop removal permits
areissued.

I Wenotethat DEPisnot promoting ahedthy environment
inthecodfieds.

I Wenotethat DEP hasaduty to protect all citizens of
West Virginia, including mountain people living in the
codfidds.

I We note that TMDL s target reduction at inactive or
abandoned mine sites and do not significantly reduce
dischargesfrom activeminestes. Why?

I” We question whether DEP s Notices of Violationsto
mining operations are being followed through on and
collected without negotiated deductions.

I” Wedeplorethefact coalfield communitiescannot rely
on the so-called Department of Environmental Protection
to protect our environment. We do not have the same
protection as other Americans. We are forced to defend
our homesoursalves.



Citizens Fed Up

continued from page 3

But, on Feb. 28, Timmermeyer wrote Coa River

MountainWetchand OV EC aletter, which proved sheredly
didn’t bother toreflect onwhy codfield resdentsareangry.
Sherehashed our grievances, without really saying what
she would do about them. She accused us of being
unprofessional, deceitful and dishonest. Shetried to shift
thefocusaway from theissuesthat forced our meting, and
onto theway wemet.

Inreply, OVEC volunteer Michael Morrison and

OVEC staffer Abe Mwaurawrote, in part:

b

“Pleaseunderstand, inour view, that if you
had been acting professionally al along, wewould
not havefelt the need to forceyou to meet with us
onFeb. 10. Infact, it should not disappoint you,
but rather shameyou that citizensof West Virginia
fed likethey haveto usethemeanswedidinorder
to haveagovernment officia listento them.

“We arrived at DEP headquarters aswe
did, becauseof the problemsinyour agency - people
fed likeyour agency never lisgenstotheir concerns,
ishighly dishonest, and can be bought and sold by
wedlthy corporateinterests.

“You claim that our members used
dishonest meansto get you to meet with us. We

I n the lobby, making our voices heard!

can’t change your opinion, but remember whois
the public and who isthe public servant here. The

very week you
accuse of us of
being dishonest,
your agency had
been dishonest
with residents
about the
flocculent spill in
Boone County.

“Your
agency failed to
warn residents of
Boone County
that they werein
danger duetothis
soill.

“Your
continued
dishonesty (this
beingonly asingle
example) puts
people’s lives at

French TV news cameraman and reporter, foreground, film as we crowd the DEP lobby. g every day.” t



More Disturbing Facts About
Coal Sludge - Really BIG Dams

Whichistheworld'sfourth-highest dam?It’sthe
Brushy Fork dam, right here in WV, which holds back
BILLIONS of galons coal sludge impounded by the
Marfork Coal Company.

At 900 feet, this Massey
Energy monstrosity ranks asthe
world’s fourth highest dam, just
behind the Rogun Dam (1,099
feet) and the Nurek Dam (984 feet), bothin Tgjikistan, and
Grande Dixencein Switzerland (935fest).

Brushy Fork isthetallest damin NorthAmerica,
surpassing OrovilleDam, Fegther, Calif. (770feet) and even
theHoover Dam (723 feet)!

Interestingly, Brushy Fork does not appear inthe
USArmy Corpsof EngineersNationa Inventory of Dams.

Please, even in the “ off season,” call your state
legidatorstotell themyou want:

1) The most dangerousimpoundments shut down

andreclaimed;

2) A ban on new coa dudgeimpoundments;

3) Coal companiesto usedternative methods of

coal wastedisposal;

4) Toknow just what chemicalsarein coal dudge

impoundments.

Please visit www.sludgesafety.org for more
information. Click on the* Contact your L egidators’
tab tofollow linksto postcar dsyou can print and send.

If you would like to join in the Sludge Safety
Project’ swork toward shutting down the most dangerous
cod dudgeimpoundmentsand banning new impoundments,
call theOVEC officeat (304) 522-0246. €

Please Join Us
May 20-22, 2005

The Fifth Interstate
Summit For The Mountains

4-H Camp Virgil Tate, Sissonville, W.V.

Planning for a Mountaintop-
Removal-Free Future!

Space Limited. Register TODAY!
Call OVEC at
(304) 522-0246

Low Fee ($10 min., more if you can
afford) — Lodging and Meals
Included, for Coalfield Residents
and Activists Working To End

Mountaintop Removal
We start at 6 Friday evening with
refreshments, socializing and films.
Saturday includes a strategy session,
non-violence or “framing” trainings and
a pizza party.
Sunday we examine ways to achieve our
agreed upon goals.

Super Volunteer
continued from page 2

facilitated the conversation and articul ated hispositionwell,
even when tough questionswerethrown hisway. Everyone
gained from the experience, and OV EC gained acouple
hundred dollars to boot. Family and friends remarked
afterwards how happy and proud they werethat Mikewas
speaking from his heart about something that he really
believesinandiscommitted to.

If youwouldliketo host ahouse party contact Mike
through the OV EC officeat (304)522-0246.

Mike has logged numerous hours at the OVEC
office, hel ping with mailingsand making phonecallsto our
members. Recently he helped plan and attended

demonstrations at the Department of Environmental
Protection and the State Capitol.

Currently, he and OVEC board member and
lifelong activist WinnieFox aremaintaining aninformetiona
tableat theMarshdl Universty campus, informing students
about OVEC swork.

Everyone on the OVEC staff would like to let
Michael know how much hissupport ishelping to further
our work. EveryoneowesMikeapat ontheback for al of
the selflesshoursthat he donatesfor thegood of hisfellow
citizens

ThanksMike! Volunteerslikeyou arekey to
OVEC'ssuccess! ]



Appalachia Hopes Cultural Heritage Map Boosts Region's Tourism

by Raju Chebium
Huntington Herald-Dispatch, March 15, 2005

TheAppdachian Regiond Commissionispromoting
... Appaachian sitesto aworldwideaudience....

Theagency paid the National Geographic Society
$180,000to crestethemap* and awebsitelisting 356 sites
of historic, cultural or natural interest. Themapisonline
soonwasinsertedintheApril issueof National Geographic
Traveler magazine.

Theideaof themapisto introducetouriststo the
historic, cultural and natural beauty of the 13-stateregion,
and pump much-needed tourism dollars into one of the
nation’spoorest areas.

Themagazine, oneof themost popular intheworld,
gets5millionto 7 million hitsonitsweb steeachmonthand
isread by about 4 million people...

Janet Fout, co-director of the Ohio Valley
Environmental CoditioninHuntington, caledthepartnership
with Nationa Geographicagoodinvestment becauseit seeks
to promoteecologicaly friendly businesses.

“It is unfortunate that we have invested money in
extractiveindudtriesthat destroy the beauty of thisgtate,”
shesaid, referring to the coal companies. “If you look
at the numbers, tourism is the number one growing
industry inthestate. Thisislong overdue.”

* Ed. Note: A National Geographic Traveler editor, after
reading her essay in TheAppalachians, invited OVEC's
Vivian Sockman to write a word blurb for the map.
Her submission:

“Thisancient landscapetd|stheobservant traveler itsmyriad

We NEeD YouR HELp!

The donations OVEC gets from folks like
you give us flexibility. We can use your donations,
coupled with general support grants from
foundations, on things that may not be covered by
project-specific foundation funding.

To everyone who “gives as you are able,”
throughout this newsletter are examples
of how even the smallest donations are
important to the work that we do. //
® $1.00 pays for a 15 minute call /£
from the office in Huntington to “‘
members in Williamson who are | <5
organizing around water quality &£ .
issues from the coal sludge
impoundments in their area.

I

stories. Gurgling trout brooks and raging whitewater boast
of their rolein carving hollowsand plateausfromtheregion’s
mountains, formed during three orogeniesbeginning 480
million yearsago inthe Paleozoic Era. Near thewater, a
Wood Thrush hidden in a Spicebush sings of the web of
life. Densely tangled with over 1,000 different speciesof
mosses, lichens, ferns, wildflowers, herbs, shrubsand trees,
mountainsonce astall asthe Rockiesrise away fromthe
streams. Thisisthe mixed mesophytic forest —the most
biologicaly diversetemperate hardwood forest on Earth—
shouting itsfecundity in a profusion of oaks, hickories,
beech, poplar, basswood and black cherry. Above 4,000
feet, the hardwoods giveway to spruceand fir, whispering
of forestsusually found much farther north. These peaks
and valleys of Appalachiahel ped to create apeoplewho
speak of “homeplaces because, here, home encompasses
theshdteringlandscape.” €

Death of A Mountain

“Compare the two economies: The forest’s and
ours. The sulfur dioxide that escapesfrom coal-burning
power plantsisresponsiblefor acid rain, smog, respiratory
infections, asthma, and lung disease. Dueto acidrainand
minerunoff, thereisso much mercury in Kentucky streams
that any pregnant woman who eatsfish from them risks
serious, life-long harmtothefetusshecarries Andthisyesr,
thanksin large part to coal burning, climatologistsfound
record-highlevelsof climate-altering carbon dioxideinthe
aimosphere.

“A forest, by contrast, can store 20 times more
carbonthan croplandsor pasture. Itsleef litter dowserosion
and adds organic matter to the soil. Its dense vegetation
stopsflooding. Itsheadwater streams purify creeksbel ow
it. A contiguousforest ensuresspeciesdiversity. A forest, in
short, doesall of the thingsthat mining and burning coal
cannot—that isitsintelligence.”

Erik Reese, from* Degth of aMountain: Radica StripMining
andthe Leveling of Appaachia,” in Harper’sMagazine,
April 2005. €

Low 1Qsin Mercury-Exposed Children Cost Billions

The effects of mercury on fetal development are
costing the U.S. economy $8.7 billion ayear, saysanew
study. Some 317,000to 637,000 childrenbornintheU.S.
each year have been exposed to unsafe mercury levelsin
the womb, and many of them sustain diminished 1Qs,
researchers reported in a National Institutes of Health
jound. ©



Just What Does DEP Stand For? It Sure Doesn't Protect Anythlng

March 9, 2005, was DEP day at the state capitol.
TheWest VirginiaDepartment of Environmenta Protection
set up boothsunder the capitol’ sgolden dometo showcase
itswork to state del egates and senators.

Weknew that the DEPwould not present thewhole
story, so we decided to come up to the state capitol and
present thetruth about the destruction DEPispermitting to
our communities, mountains, forests, streams— and our
future.

DEP Secretary Stephanie Timmermeyer, notorious
for speaking at “ Friendsof Coa” meetingsabout the need
to speed up cod companies permit gpplications, apparently
got wind of what we were up to, so she gathered her
employees and told them not to answer questions about
mountaintop removal.

Shewasa so supposed to beinterviewed on Hoppy
Kercheva’sradio program, which broadcastsfrom under
the golden domeduring thelegidative session. Shedidn’t
appear for her interview! Given our last run-inwith her, we
reckon shejust didn’t want to see us. Apparently, shedoes
not want to be held accountablefor her actions.

Pleasenotethat therearemany fine peopleworking

OVEC board member Winnie Fox and West Virginia
Highlands Conservancy’'s Julian Martin wandered
around the DEP displays at the State Capitol, offering
the other side of the story.

Who does shework for, anyway? Scott Sraight’s poster
includesa pictureof DEP chief Timmermeyer speaking
at a Friends of Coal meeting. Thisphoto wasfeatured
on the DEP website’'s home page.
Photosby Abe Mwaura

at the DEP—peoplewhowant to help protect West Virginid's
people and environment. OV EC staff and volunteershad
somegreat conversationswith DEP staff about our shared
concerns. Hatsoff to thesefinefolkswho havetoworkina
badly politicized agency!

And then there are apparently some who are
concerned only with advancing and safeguarding their
careers. Thosearethe oneswho runwhen the peoplethey
are supposed to be working for show up.

@i EEN ENN ENN EEN NN SED SED S S G S S S S -y
Recycleyour ink jet printer cartridges
and help OVEC raise $$$. Call or e ®
mail Maryanne, (304) 522-0246, or ‘= @
mago@ezwv.com, to get your supply of
\ postage-pre-paid bags.
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e Don't Forget FAITH N\

“A lot of churches refuse to
acknowledge the fact that the
creation is important to God. You
have to acknowledge that the one
and only God created these things.

“We have a covenant with
God, spelled out in Genesis. God
gave us dominion, and a lot of
people think that means He gave
us the right to destroy everything
and take what we want.

“God meant He made a
covenant with us, and He wants
us to protect and to act as good
stewards on this earth.

“A lot of preachers and

A group of Xavier University students spent their

churches ignore that, and I don’t
know why. Every time 1 gquestion
that, somewhere in the back of my
mind God says, ‘Follow the money.’
It’s all about money.

“They think, ‘If I destroy all
this land and rape the earth and
make a lot of money off of it and
give that to the church, then I will

spring break doing service projects in West Virginia.
The studentsmet with union minersstriking at Massey
Energy’s Mammoth mine in Kanawha County,
formerly operating as Cannelton under the bankrupt
Horizon. Here, at the Catholic Worker Gift of Tears
retreat center in Roane County, some of the students
pore over the Winds of Change newdletter, after an
OVEC dtaffer presented “ Appalachian Treasures,” a
PowerPoint presentation on mountaintop removal

forget about [where the money
came from and] my covenant
with God to protect His creation’.”

produced by Appalachian Voices.

le the species thal affacked you
in the courlroom view, and ean

— Coal River Mountain Watch’'s Julia
Bonds, quotedin*Mountain Defender: With Fierce
Faith, Julia Bonds Works to Save the Land and
People of West Virginia,” an article by Beth
Newberry, which appeared in the March 2005

&issue of SojournersMagazine. j
We NEeD YouR HELp!

Even the smallest donations are
important to the work that OVEC does. .
[ $2.00 pays for a single //
newsletter, from the printing to the /g
mailing. Our newsletter keeps people
informed, and is used in- and out-of-
state as an educational tool. We £ 2
even have some libraries on our e
mailing list. /




M DEMOCRACY WORKS! I
Paper Trails—theHoly Grail for Voters Basic Rights!

Working right up to the 11" hour of the session,
volunteerswithWV Citizensfor HAVA (HelpAmericaVote
Act) wonWest Virginiansimportant voter protectionsthis
year.

HB 2950 isawaiting the Governor’ssignature as
wego to press. Manchin claimed to be behind requiring a
paper trail when hewas Secretary of State, so surely hewill
sign the law. Thanks to volunteer Hedda Haning, for
explaining what thisomnibusadditionto WV electionlaw
indudes
1) Therequirement for avoter-verified paper ballot on all
touch screen vote counting machines (DRESs), and an
extensivedescription of itsrequired characteristics,

2) A random recount requirement for al counties, including
thoseusing DREs,

3) Inthecase of any incons stenciesgreater than 1 percent
or where the outcome would change, al ballotswill be
counted and the paper ballot isthe ballot of record,;

4) Enabling legislation for a ballot marking device, a
computer interfacethat completesan optica scanbdlot for
disabled voters, thusfulfilling
federa voting law requirements
for personswith disabilities;

5) Enablinglegidationfor aprecinct scanning devicesothat
optical scan ballots can be checked before they are
deposited to prevent overvotes and protect against
undervotes.

Heddanotesthat there are many, many peopleto

Money = Access and Influence

“It'sall about access,” said lobbyist Cheri Heflin,
who representsthe\West VirginiaNursesAssoci ation, among
others. “ These people on that list have long, established
relaionshipswithindividud legidators. It'sall about access
tolegidatorsand to the process.

“ Anunfortunate part of thepolitical processisthat
money can help you be moreeffective. It helpsyou speak
louder and moreeffectively communicate your message.”

—from Feb. 10, 2005, article, “ Leading L obbyists:
Developing Trust, Educating Lawmakers Are Keys to
Success|n Capitol,” by Juliet Terry in the Sate Journal.
Fifty legidators, lobbyistsand membersof the executive
branch were asked to namethreelobbyiststhey believeto
bethemost effective.

ELECTION DAY

thank for thisgreat victory for the democratic process. “We
weredefinitely mightier together than apart,” shesays.

She singles out many people, including many
volunteers; several membersof thelegidature; thehighly
supportive Secretary of State, Betty Ireland; WV Citizen
Action Group’sJulieArcher, who did daily legwork and
phone callsto movethebill along; and Robert Kibrick, a
volunteer with www.verifiedvoting.org, who presented a
scholarly and convincing discussion of the issue of
computerized voting to alegislative committee. Hedda
suggestsadonation to the non-profit group could helpthem
withtheir effortsin other states.

This incredible work by
grassootsvolunteersilludratesthat
civic participationiswherethe
rubber meets the road:
Sustained, positive social and
environmental change only
comes about through active
community involvement.

M DEMOCRACY WORKS! I
Real Campaign Finance
Reform - To End Fascism

“The Republicans are 95 percent corrupt and the
Democratsare 75 percent corrupt,” Robert F. Kennedy Jr.
said. “They are accepting money from the same
corporations. And of course, that isgoing to corrupt you.”

Speaking about hisbook, Crimes Against Nature:
How George W. Bush and his Corporate Pals Are
Plundering the Country and Hijacking Our Democracy,
Kennedy said, “ Thereisno difference betweenthereaction
| get from Republicansand Democrats, becauseAmericans
share the samevalues. If you talk about theseissuesin
termsof our national values, everybody understandsit.”

Inthebook, Kennedy impliesthat weliveinafascist
country and that the Bush White House has|earned key
lessonsfrom other historically repressveregimes.

continued on page 10

We care, We Cgunt, WE VOTE!



[ DEMOCRACY WORKS! I

March Mineral
Madness

by Norm Seenstra

Yes, West Virginia is
open for bidness! And guess
who doesn’t want to pay taxes?
Hint: Disturbing things are
happening in Charleston
concerning OUR natural
resources.

You may recall that in
the January Specia Session,
coal, oil and gas and timber
agreed to pay atemporary higher
severance tax to pay down the
Workers' Compensation deficit.
Mighty neighborly of them, consdering
they largely createdit.

A bill passed— SB 684 —that |owersthe severance
tax on natural gasfrom 5 percent to 2 percent on newly-
drilled wells. Theindustry pushed thishill at atimewhen
naturd gaspricesareat andl-timehigh and new exploration
inWest Virginiaisbooming.

Not to be outdone by their partnersin crime, timber
followed. Senator Plymale (D-Wayne), aformer employee
of coal and timber baron Buck Harless, introduced abill,
which passed, that would lower thedready pathetically low
timber tax from 3.2 percent to 1.2 percent. They cite
increased taxeson workerscomp asthereasonfor theraise.
Timber isthe most dangerousindustry inthe stateandis
largely responsiblefor thefund' sdeficit.

Someof West Virginia slargest cod producershave
appea ed to the State Supreme Court, arguing that they
should not haveto pay severancetaxeson coal that they
export. They area so asking for arefund that could be as

We NEeD YouR HELp!

@3$2.00 pays for six letters to the Corps
of Engineers and other government
agencies to submit comments on
various proposed mountaintop
removal (MTR) sites, sludge
impoundments, buffer zone rule |\

S

synfuel plants (gasp!)... and to just
generally chew them out.

N

much as$500 millionontaxesdready
paid.

These same coal
companiesbought themsdvesa
judgefor amere $3.5 million.
Not abad return oninvestment.
Maybe the best fix for Social
Security isfor Big Cod tohandle
the private accounts.

Cadl, oil and gas, and
timber companies contributed
hundredsof thousandsof dollars
to JoeManchin'scampaignand
tensof thousandsmoreto state

senatorsand delegates. Add the
morethan $5 millionto defeat
pro-consumer Judge Warren
McGraw and we seethe magnitude
of the problem.

There is no limit to the greed of the extractive
industries, greed that adversely affects not only our

environment but also many aspectsof our daily lives.
Seenstra is executive director of WV Citizens
Action Group. This article is updated from the March

25, 2005, edition of Capital Eye. €

Kennedy
continued from page 9

“While communism isthe control of businessby
government, fascism is the control of government by
business,” hewrites. “My American Heritage Dictionary
definesfascism as‘ asystem of government that exercisesa
dictatorship of the extreme right, typically through the
merging of state and business |eadership together with
belligerent nationalism.” Soundfamiliar?’

He quotes Hitler’s propaganda chief, Joseph
Goebbdls. “Itisawayssimply amatter to drag the people
along, whether itisademocracy, or afascist dictatorship,
or aparliament, or acommunist dictatorship. The people
can alwaysbebrought to the bidding of theleaders. That is
easy.All you havetodoistell themthey arebeing attacked,
and denounce the peacemakersfor lack of patriotismand
exposing the country to danger. It worksthe samein any
country.”

Kennedy then adds:. “ The WhiteHouse hasclearly

grasped thelesson. continued on page 12



M DEMOCRACY WORKS! [
ThisYear’sL egidative Sesson UnderlinesNeed

for Fair and Clean Electionsin West Virginia

by Janet Fout

Isit just me or have the rest of you noticed that
specid interests“ruled” during the 2005 legidative sesson?
Wherewerethebillsthat would haveimproved thequality
of lifefor averageWest Virginians? Whenwecan't even
get lawmakersto approveabill that dlowsnursng mothers
tofeed their babiesinpublic (note: thisistheprimary function
of mammary glands), how much do they redlly care about
the needs of people?

Whenrule-making authority for water quality issues
is transferred out of the hands of an objective body of
experts (the Environmental Quality Board) and into the
hands of the Department of Environmental Protection, a
political agency that bowsto the demandsof polluters, what
doesthat say about how well our legidatorslook out for the
publicinterest?

Onehasto wonder how much our politiciansare
listening to the people when the biggest environmental
“victory” was defeating a resolution meant to halt the
possibilitiesof new wildernessdesignationsinWest Virginia

Whenweexaminethe specid interestsissuesthat

“Why should we pay attention to YOU? You're just the public.”

passed this session, there’slittleroom for
doubt who was calling the shotsunder the
dome. JulieArcher, lobbyist for WV Citizen
Action Group, had this to say about the
sesson:

“I redly think thislegidativesesson
is indicative of why comprehensive
campaignfinancereformisneeded—from
third party bad faithand other tort reform
measures, to tax breaks (severancetax
reductions) for industries(cod, oil &
gas and timber) that profit from
OUR natural resources. Industry
a so successfully gutted the EQB
by taking away itsrulemaking

o
authority and succeedingin w y @
getting legidation passed to Q
stack the DEP advisory
panel withitscroniesand hacks. Oh, | amost forgot that
the pharmaceutica companiessuccessfully gutted thebill to
give the new Prescription Drug Advocate the power to
negotiatedrug prices. Need| goon?’

If ever a legidative session under scores the
need for “ voter-owned,” Fair and Clean Electionsin
West Virginia, it wasthisone.

Althoughthe Clean Electionspilot project bill (which
would have provided atest runinthe 2006 €l ections) was
ontheHouse leadership’s“fast track” for passage, inthe
end, it stalledin Senate Finance. Thegood newsisthat we
made more progressthan ever, shepherding thebill through
both the House and Senate Judiciary Committees.

We can't thank members of Citizens for Clean
Electionsenough for phonecalls, | etters, postcards, and e-
mailsfrom their members. TheWest VirginiaCouncil of
Churches, which chose Clean Electionsastheir number one
legidative priority, can take much credit for garnering the
support of legidativeleadership.

Whilemany of our codition partnershad other front-
burner issues, they made certain that | egislators knew of
their interest and involvement in Fair and Clean Elections.

Who can remember atimein West Virginiawhen
thefaith community, environmentaists, educators, organized
labor, senior citizens, social workers, advocatesfor children

continued on page 12



[ DEMOCRACY WORKS! I

Clean Elections Needed
continued from page 11

and otherswereworking together? It truly isinspiring and
morethan that —it’spowerful.

Rather than be discouraged, Citizensfor Clean
Electionswill continueto meet onamonthly basisand begin
planning anew campaign to raise awarenessthat regular
West Virginiansdeserve better treetment fromthelegidators.

“Voter-owned,” Fair and Clean electionsisthe
much-needed fir st step to breaking the stranglehold
of big special interestson our paliticians.

For moreinformation about Fair and Clean, “voter-
owned” elections, check out our website at www.wvoter-
owned.org.

M uch MoreWork To Be Done

For the past several years, OVEC board, staff and
members have joined with the Huntington-Cabell
Branch of the NAACP for the march in memory of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. On Jan. 17, 2005, despite
temperatures of 18 degrees F., about 100 people
marched through the streets of Huntington, WV, to
honor King's work and to acknowledge that much
remains to be done. Pictured are an OVEC board
member, Marshall professors, and OVEC staffers.
photo by Viv Sockman

We NEeD YouR HELPp!

@ $2.50 pays for mailing foundations
our grant proposals, which allow
OVEC to continue our outreach to
coalfield communities on the issues
of mountaintop removal and sludge

work of passing Clean Elections in
West Virginia.

Kennedy
continued from page 9

Kennedy also quotes Benito Mussolini’sinsight
that “fascism should more appropriately be called
corporatism becauseitisthemerger of stateand corporate
power.”

“The biggest threat to American democracy is
corporate power,” Kennedy said. “ Thereisvogueinthe
White Houseto talk about the threat of big government.
But sincethe beginning of our national history, our most
visonary palitica leedershavewarned theAmerican public
againgt the domination of government by corporate power.
That warning ismissing inthe national debate right now.
Because so much corporate money isgoinginto politics,
the Democratic Party itself hasdropped theball. They
just quash discussion about the corrosive impact of
excessive corporate power on American democracy.”

(Excerpted from Kennedy: Fascist America by
Russell Mokhiber and Robert Weissman,) @

China Bites the Coal Bullet

The Chinese government isto introduce reforms
intended to increase mine safety, and reduce environmental
damage (as) part of a(possible) campaign to move away
fromareliance on coal-based energy ...

Last year, 1.8 billion tons of coal was mined in
China, whichisnow the second biggest greenhouse gas
emitter after theU.S. inoveral terms. ]

Get ACtION ALeRtS!

Stay Informed by E-mail: Join OVEC’s Action
Alert! e-mail list by sending an e-mail with “join
list” in the subject line to vivian@ohvec.org. This
is not a discussion list, so you won’'t be swamped
with e-mails.

Stay Informed by Phone: Ifyou don't have or
don’t like e-mail, call the OVEC office at (304)
522-0246 and ask to be put on our Call List. We'll
need your name and phone number. Don’'t worry
- we will only call to let you know about major
events or actions.

Stay Informed by WWW: Visit www.ohvec.org
frequently for news and action updates. Check
out our extensive background information in the
Issues section. Look for your friends in the

People in Action section.



Kick-Off Rally & Concert
Mountain Justice Summer Underway

by Vivian Sockman

On March 31, pro-mountain folks
from Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky,
Pennsylvaniaand, of course, West Virginia
gathered at the State Capitol in Charleston,
WYV, asCoa River Mountain Watch hosted a
rally and free concert to announce the
Mountain Justice Summer campaign.

“Mountain Justice Summer is a
campaign to bring regional, national, and
international attention to the human rights
abusesand environmental devastation caused
by thismost destructiveformof mining,” said
Coal River Mountain Watch volunteer Bo
Webb.

He and other Coal River members,
as well as several folks from other
Appalachian states, worked extra-hard to
organize the rally, which featured fiery
gpeskersand talented sSinger-songwriters, includingformer  group or individual can support in whatever way they feel
Secretary of State Ken Hechler, andwhistleblowerandcod  comfortable, aslong asthereisno violence or property
dudgeimpoundment  destruction.
expert Jack Spadaro. OVEC 5100 percent committed to non-violence.

Mountain Likeother groupsworkingto end mountaintop removal,
Justice Summer isa  werespect theright of individualsto carry oninthegrand
loose coalition of traditionof thecivil rightsmovement. Thissummer, OVEC
individuasand groups continued on page 14
from across . .

Appalachia ang QOutsiders??? Yeah, Right!

beyond, al of whom In response to a Sate Journal editorial, “Don’t
share the common  WeHaveProblemsof Our Own?’, OVEC’s co-director
goal of ending JanetFoutwrote:

mountai ntop removal ChrisStirewalt’srecent commentary triviaizesthe
cod mining. concernsof peopleorganizing M ountai n Justice Summer

KatlahEarth  withitsgoal to raise awarenessto mountaintop removal
First! didn’'twantto  cod mining.

AmassiveAmerican flag,putup just watch as He resorts to personal attacks referring to the
across the Statehouse steps mountaintopremova  activistsandtheir “ traveling eco-circus” their “ Birkenstocks,
especially for the Friends of encroaches into  andpatchouli oil” —cheap shotsmeant to deflect fromtruly
Coal rally. At the Mountain Tennessee, so the  seriousissues.

Justice Summer rally, speaker group conceived Peopleorganizing theeventsthissummer areseeing
Matt Sherman pointed out this Mountain Justice mountaintop removal in their home state of Tennessee.
tried and true marketing Summer (MJS). The Unlikethesilent masses, they arenot content to stick their
technique: If something isn't  campaignismeantto  headsinthe sand, while mine companieshavetheir way;
selling, wrap it in the flag. besomethingthat any continued on page 14
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The MJS rally begins and the many signs get the point across.




Mountain Justice
continued from page 13

will continued | our usud roles, one
of which is disseminating
information on mountaintop
removal, so we will certainly be
sharinginformationonMJSralies ¢
and protests.

OVEC sees and
understands people’s building
outrage over the destruction of
home and homeland that is
mountaintop removal. Coalfield
residents are under assault. They
(we), and their (our) supporters,
have tried to work within the
system, but mountains continueto
fdl, streesmsand forestscontinueto
die, regulators continueto turn a
blind eye, and politicians continue
to bow to the bucks of King Coal.

OVEC, WV Highlands
Conservancy, Cod River Mountain
Watch, Kentuckians For The
Commonwed th and other groups have brought mountaintop
removal into theregional, national and eveninternational
gpotlight. Thisattention wasbound to rouse othersto action.

Already, somepunditsarelabdingtheEathFirslers
as“outsiders.” Now, more than ever, there ssmply isno
suchthingasanoutsder. All lifeisconnected and dl Struggles
for justice are connected.

Ms. Mountaintop Removal and Ms.
Blasting appeared at the event and were
winnersat thefirst-ever Ms. Mountaintop
Removal Beauty Contest.

Outsiders?
continued from page 13

instead, they aremoved to defend
that which they love—not just the
mountains, but the peoplewho have
lived among themfor generations.

If the writer’s concern is
about “ outsiders’ coming into West
Virginiato saveusfromourselves,
he'sabout ahundred yearstoo late,
giventhat coal and timber barons
gtoleour resourcesandlandand are
now leaving uswith their legacy of
blasted mountains, repeated
flooding, contaminated or dried up
water wells, annihilated
communities, deforestation, and
loss of culture to name a few
impacts—costs seldom counted in
the economic equation.

Recently, 3-year-old
Jeremy Davidson was crushed to
deathinhisbedinAppaachia, Va.,
when a boulder rolled off a
mountaintop removal site. Thecod company wasillegdly
expanding aroad.

Although Stirewalt refersto the* need for cheap,
abundant electricity,” thetrue cost of coal isanything but
cheap.

Just ask Jeremy Davidson's parentsor otherswho
continuetopay theprice, every singleday. €

Mountain Justice Summer Follows Friends of Coal Rally at Capitol

TheMJSevent started |essthan an hour after the
Astroturf group “Friendsof Coal” (akaFOC - FIENDS of
Coad) held arally on the Statehouse steps.

Minersweregiventheday off and bussedinto hear
about thejoysof coal, extolled upon by thelikes of Gov.
Manchinand Rep. Shelly Moore Capito (akaShelly MORE
DeCAPITATE) as they stood beneath a giant

We NEeD YouR HELp! ¢
® $3.00 pays for a week of //

&
LY.

newspaper subscriptions, which
of local and worldwide events that !\ C

allows the OVEC staff to stay on top

publicity that mountaintop removal
mining is getting.

American flag. The Charleston Gazette article on the
FOCersrally reported:

“ Secretary of Sate Betty Ireland also spoke at
the FOC rally, as did former Marshall football coach
Bob Pruett.

“ Pruett, a Raleigh County native and paid FOC
spokesman, said coal mining played a big role in his
life. He said hisfather died of black lung; hisfather-in-
law diedin a dlatefall...

“| truly do understand what coal has done for
usinthe past,” Pruett said.”

Those FOCers sure know how to buy some swift
spokespeople! (Remember ex-WV U coach Don Nehlen
sayingthat West Virginianeedsto minecoa morelike China
does?About 6,000 diein Chinasmineseveryyear.) ©



M ountaintop Removal in Mingo County - Without a Per mit!

by Barbara Chafin

“TheKing Coal highway isaplanned four-lane,
partially controlled access highway that extends from
Williamson, WV, to Bluefield, WV. Thisapproximately 94
milelong roadway isintended to improvethetransportation
systemin Southern WV whileenhancing opportunitiesfor
economicdevelopment.” (Environmental Reeva uation, Red
Jacket Project, May 2004).

Atthelast publicmeetingfor theKing Cod Highway,
infal 2000, resdentsof Red Jacket and other Mingo County
townsweretold the mountaintop highway would change
thearea selevation by 80feet. Full funding for the highway
wouldn’'t beavailablefor 20-25 years, arearesdentswere
told.

InDec. 2003, Nicewonder Contractingfiledalega
naticeintheWilliamson newspaper, Sating that the company
would be preparing the road bed for the highway. Thisad
said theroad would create 14 valley fillswith associated
sediment ponds. Seeing Nicewonder raised my eyebrows,
becausethey’ rethe oneswho own White Flame Energy.

In 1989, that company stripped 400 feet off a
mountain above my hollow, Sraight Fork Hollow, and one
of their ponds

“Nicewonder Contracting is
working under a Dept. of
Highways contract. They do not
fall under any WVDEP/MR or
OEB guidelines. They are
however following some of the
mining guide lines for their
own protection. This is on their
own behalf and we have no say
so or control of their
construction practices.
Nicewonder Contracting is
responsible for their work and
liabilities until the DOH takes
over the project.”

(WV DEP, Blasting Complaint

Investigation)

broke, causing
flooding. Nowthis
same company
would be putting
in14 morevalley
fills, under the
guiseof road bed
preparation,
without eventhe
small protection
that a mining
permit offers!
That'sright—this
IS going on not
under the

permitting process of the so-called Department of
Environmenta Protection (DEP), but instead under the state
Department of Highways(DOH).

Through research and phone calls (by now, I’ ve
probably spoken with 70 different people at the DOH) |
found out thereweretwo fillsproposed to gointo thehollow
above my home. | obtained a copy of the highway’'s
Environmenta Impact Statement (E1S) fromtheDOH. The
El Ssad therewereno known subsurface minesin thebuild

15
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Even before all the new valley fills are in, Barb's
hollow suffered another round of flooding last May.
Here, her husband Robey examines the damage.

area. Thisfloored me. Thisistheheart of the“Billion Dollar
Cod Fields;” dothey not know why? Though Ben Hark at
the engineering department deniedit, thereareunderground
minesinthearea

DOH maps showed that there were going to be
twovalley fillsinthehollow, thelargest one of the 14 about
Ya0f amileaway from my home, and another about 1 %2
milesaway. Though not identified on the maps, thereare
abandoned mines on each side of these proposed valley
fillsand thereareabandoned minesunderneaththem aswell.
Thisisthemakingsof amgjor disaster!

For our protection, before aflood washes away
our homes, and maybeour lives, | want to get bought out. |
wish our neighborswould listen and speak up.

MikeWhit, whoisin chargeof theMingo County
Redevel opment A uthority, told DOH the community isin
no danger. Whit is not in any position to make such a
judgment on the safety of the hollow!

DOH officidsaretakingtomelikel’macomplete
lunatic. Since Mike Whit has said that we are not in any
danger, they aretaking it asgospd truth.

After | called them over and over, the DEPfinaly
gathered dl the mapstogether, and should assembleareport
on the underground, abandoned mines. | angoingtoturn
that report over to the DOH so those mines get on their
maps. “ Should previoudy unidentified subsurfaceminesbe
found during congtruction, mitigation measurescouldinclude
bridging, sealing, subsurface reinforcement, backfilling, or
capping thedeep minearea.” (King Coa Highway Final

continued on page 16



Mining With No Permit

continued from page 15

ElS). Beforethey could sedl and stabilizeadl of thesemines
they could probably build aroad from hereto China. Justin
thisareabehind us, thereareat least 10 underground mine
openings.

A new consolidated high school, proposed as part
of thisproject, would bebuilt onasitewheresevera seams
of coa have been mined. The Kanawha County Circuit
Court ordered aceaseto the school building until apublic
hearing thisMay. Nicewonder isoffering to passthe deed
onto the school board in October if theremaining cod is
mined. But Nicewonder doesn’t even own the land; the
company isleasing theland from the Thompson heirs.

| do not understand how the DOH entered into an
agreement with acoal company where state and federal
money can be used to mine coal without apermit.

Thisisnot just incidental extraction of coal. They
aregoing down 200 feet and removing four seamsof coal
and then they will backfill 120 feet so that the elevation
changewill only be 80 feet! Thereisanywherefrom 1.5
million to 5milliontonsof coal. Thiscorrupt agreement
has now provoked alawsuit from a construction union
because the DOH did not put thejob up for bid!

In apparent retaliation for my husband and myself
raising cane about this corrupt and dangerous deal,
Pocahontas Land Company has now locked us out of our
family cemetery.

| feel that, in order to distract us, Pocahontasis
asotryingtoforce usto giveup apieceof property that my
husband Roby inherited from hisgrandfather. Two weeks
after | started calling to find out what wasgoing onwiththe
highway they showed up saying that they had rightsto the
property which had beeninthefamily since 1945!

I’ ve got aproblem with acompany coming in and
doing somethingillega and taking away millionsof dollars
out of state. Inthe processwe are going to lose our home.

We NEeD YouR HELp! <Z

® $4.00 pays for aream of paper on //
which we can print everything from
letters to legislators, to informational

Wearegoing to lose everything that we haveworked for.

They clamthat they aregoing to build devel opments
and hotels, but it'sgoing to beall ontop of valley fillsthat
areabove underground mines. If theroad fallsin and there
iIsamagjor accident and peoplearekilled, whoisgoing to
beresponsiblefor that?Whoisresponsiblenow?The DOH
will not even say who actudly signed thedotted linetodlow
Nicewonder Contracting to strip minefour seamsof coal
and build 14 valey fillswithout apermit.

Nobody iswilling to takeresponsibility for this. €

A Commitment toDismantleRacian

Over thenext twoyears, OVEC snew Anti-Racism
Transformation Team will betrained to lead Dismantling
Racismworkshops. Theteamispart of the Commissionon
ReligioninAppa achid scommitment to dismantling racism
withinitsalf, thegroupsit fundsin theregion, and ultimately
al of Appalachia

Understanding racism and privilegeasingtitutions
of oppressiveand pregjudicia power whichinfect our society
at every level isintegral to understanding and beginning to
overcomesocia and economicinjustice. Theteamwill help
OV EC understand and addresstheseissuesin depth, which
will makeour work moreeffectiveand sustaingble. @

r'Ll ‘I il -._.

For the second year running, a Tufted titmouseliving
near her home has been alighting on Janet Fout's
head and “ harvesting” strandsof her hair for itsnest.
Janet, OVEC's co-director, is an avid birder, but this
takes the term “ bird-brain” to a whole new level!

When you're finished with this newsletter, please pass it on!
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flsland Creek - A Growing List of Serious Environmental | ssues

by Moss Burgess
Logan County citizenactivist FLOODS

We, citizenson Idand Creek on Rte. 44 in Logan County, have been actively involvedin flood prevention
and stream restoration. Wewere devastated by floodsin May, 1996 and Memoria Day, 2004. Thesetwo floods
have been the highest, webelieve, dueto strip mining and clearcutting—many of ushavelived hereover 50 years.
Weknow that floodingisdueto variousfactorsbut the clearcutting and strip mining aredefinitely mgjor factorsinthe

height of theflood.

by Moss Burgess
Logan County citizenactivist

werevandalized for thewire.

and others, but | can’t seemto get the newsout.

Quality Board than they did with thisbond?

The DEPasked for ameeting with usand we met on April 11 at the agency’sLogan office. Present were
DEPOfficids, representativesfrom Massey Coal, Arch Coal and our representatives. Discussion centered around
using mitigation creditswhereby the coal companieswould help restorethe creek.

We are anxiousto see something done. Also legal means are being studied, to be used if necessary, to
recoup some of thedamagedoneto us. Our flood insuranceisso high, in some casesover $1,000 ayear, that many
of usonfixedincomeshad to drop it. Our property values have decreased and we areleft holding the bag!

PCBs

Sarah Annisacommunity of Idand Creek, whichisawatershed about 20 mileslong. Abovethat community,
adjacent to the highway, thereisan abandoned minesite. Here, we came acrossvandalized electric transformers,
withtheir chemical-laden oil dumped ontheground. Thereareover 24 of theselargetransformers, whi ch | assume

SarahAnngetsitsdrinking weater from privatewells, which
aredown dopeand downstream from thiscontaminated site. The
creek inthisareaflowsinto the Guyandotte River, which flowsall
theway to the Ohio. All downstream communitiesareinlinefor
this known contamination. We were told the mine site was
abandoned around 1992. | have e-mailed the Charleston Gazette

Why wasn'’t the bond used immediately to clean up this
mess?Will the DEPdo abetter job with their policing of the Water

Some of the transformers on a snowy day./

E-Day! at State Capitol - Activistsand Others Honored at Annual Event

Over 30 groups and sustainable businesses
participated intheWest VirginiaEnvironmental Council’s
16thannud E-Day! at the State Capitol. Thisyear, wetabled
inthe halwaysinfront of the House and Senate chambers,
sowehad loadsof traffic. Asusud, though, legidatorslargely
steered clear of our displays—must be scary for themto
contemplate the peopl e’ sneed for clean air, clean water
and cleanedections.

New exhibitorsthisyear included the Citizensfor
Clean Electionsand the Sudge Safety Project (SSP). Mingo
County resident Walter Young, Boone County resident
MariaGunnoeand her daughter, and United Mine Worker
miners Dwight Siemiaczko and Charlie Treadway staffed
the SSPtable, handing out brochures about coa dudge

impoundments. L ater that evening at the E-Day! reception,
Steve Himes treated us to some smooth jazz before an
emotiond awardsceremony. Many thanksto the E-Council
lobby team, staff and board of directorsfor pulling off an
excdlent E-Day!

2005 Environmental Council Award Winners:
L auraForman GrassrootsEnvironmental Activist —
Judith S. Rodd.
Linda Schnautz Environmental Courage — Maria
Gunnoe.
Green Entrepreneur — LaPaix Herb Farm, Myra
Bonhage-Hale.
Chuck Chamber sPublic Service—Libby Chatfield.

. Mother JonesAward—DaveSaville.  ©



These Are Your Mountains . . .

Clockwise from top: An undisturbed vista of some of
the oldest mountains in the world, rich in diversity of
trees, plantsand animals; A mountain homeplacein the
fall, soon to be the target of a mountaintop removal
mining project; Black-winged Damselflies, one of the
building blocks of the mountain ecosystem, havea hard
time finding food in barren, “reclaimed” mountaintop
removal sites.

We NEeD YouR HELPp!

@ $5.00 pays for 83 pages of printing. //
This allows us to produce everything @
from fliers and brochures to J‘ /A
fundraising letters, getting the word ,« ﬁ“@
out to an ever-growing audience of

concerned people.




... These Are Your Mountains on Massey. . . or

Clockwise from top left: More explosives are used to decapitate mountains in Appalachia then have been used
fightingthe*war” on terror; Illegal drainage from a coal sludgeimpoundment in Mingo County. When tested,
this so-called water proved to be very high in nickel; “ Reclamation” underway at a mountaintop removal/
valley fill mining site. The patchy areas above the building are where the coal companies are attempting to get
grassto grow on churned-over subsoils and bare rock.

ANY QUESTIONS?
19



THANKS- Toall our membersand supporters!

© Toeach of youwho haswritten aletter to the editor
recently.

© Toadl of youwho caled, emailed and visited legidators
during thesession.

©  To Pat Barker for helping with data entry and data
collection.

© ToMary Wildfireand Greg Wood for editing.

© ToWinnieFox, Julian Martin, John Gancsfor aspecia
actionat thelegidature.

© ToR.B.for continualy offering crash spaceand generally
pampering OV EC gaff whenthey haveto stay in Charleston.
©  To Larry Gibson for his patience and hard work in
figuring out detailsfor thissummer. To John Moorhead for
helpwiththe Sludge Safety Project (SSP) mailing.

© ToMichael Morrisonfor all of hiswork on SSPand
for hogting awonderful houseparty. ToMorganand Graham
Oberly for their he pwith the Summit for Mountainsmailing.
© To Carol Young and Denver Mitchell for help on E-
Day!

©  To Brandi Jacobs, Mike Morrison and ChrisWorth
forjoining the Dismantling Racism team.

© ToMariaGunnoe, Walter Young, Dwight Siemiaczko
and Charlie Treadway at the Sludge Safety Project tableon
E-Day!

©  TotheWV Environmental Council and WV Citizen
Action Group |obby teams!

© ThankstotheUnitarian Universaist Churchin Charleston
for providing monthly meeting spaceto the Friendsof the
MountainsCodition meeting.

© Thanksto the Peytona Church of Christ for providing
monthly meeting spaceto the Sudge Safety Project.

©  For perseverance on Clean Elections: Elinore and
Nancy Taylor, Michagl Morrison, Rev. DennisSparks, Susan
Sobkoviak, Steve White, JulieArcher, S Galperin, Laura
Phillips, Sarah Kidd, JohnWelbourn, HelaneRotkin, Mayor
RichieRobb, SuePrice, Perry Bryant, Kathryn Stone, Mary
Wildfire, Carol Warren, Don Garvin, Allan Tweddle, and

We NEeD YouR HELp!

@ $10.00 pays for 1 day of rent for
our office space in Huntington. The
view isn’'t too great, but it does give (‘ 4,
us enough room to work and store .@ a
materials. And at least we do have
windows now!

Kitty Lozier.
who sent postcards, letters,

e-mails or called their

legidatorsaskingthemto

Electionspilot

prOJect

Council of

Churches, theAffiliated Construction Trades Foundation
and theWest Virginia Education Associ ation for the use of
o Thanks — and sorry! — to all the people we
inadvertently left off thislist! €
Evangelical Leaders Join Global
by Laurie Goodstein

New York Times, March 16, 2005

A coregroup of influential evangelica leadershas
barely registered onthe evangedical agenda, fighting globa
waming.

These church leaders, scientists, writersand heads
urgent threat, a cause of poverty and a Christian issue
becausethe Bible mandates stewardship of God'scregtion.

TheRev. Rich Cizik, vice presdent of governmentd
don’'t think God is going to ask us how He created the
Earth, but Hewill ask uswhat wedid withwhat he created.”

...People on all sides of the debate say that if
political dynamicsongloba warming.

The (Bush) administration hasrefused tojointhe
internationd Kyoto Treaty and opposesmandatory emisson
Republican-controlled Congress. Anoverwhel ming mgority
of evangelicad sare Republicans, and about four out of five
evangelicalsvoted for Bushlast year ...
broad-based advocacy ontheenvironment when it adopted
“For theHedth of the Nation: An Evangelical Cdl to Civic
Responsbility,” aplatformthat included aplank on*“ cregtion
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put itsconsiderable political power behind acausethat has

of internationd ald agenciesarguethat globd warmingisan

affairsfor theNational Association of Evangdicals, said, “I

evangelical leaders take a stand, they could change the

controls. Theissue hasfailed to gain much tractioninthe
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Voices of the Coalfields, Voices of Mountain Lovers Heard Near and Far!

Thecod industry isspending millionstrying to“brand” mountaintop removal and coa ingenerd as* cleaner” and
“greener.” Maybetheindustry thinksall themercury itisspewinginto theair and water and eventudly into our bodieswill
addleour brainsto the point we believethelr tripe!

L ettersto theeditor, one of the most heavily-read sections of newspapers, areagreat freeway to counter thelies.
Show our power and make your voice heard by writing | ettersto the editors. No matter whereyou live, weare asking that
you regularly writeto your local newspaper, aswell asother papers acrossthe state and nation.

Try to keep your letters short, about 200 words (this varies depending on the paper). Be sureto include your
name, town and phone number (it won'’t be published; it'sonly used to verify with you that theletter isyours). You can get
contact information for almaost any paper in the nation at www.newdink.org/.

Here are some recent letters to the editors. For the Sake of the M ountains—Writel

Mining coal only darkens our future
Huntington Herald-Dispatch, April 14, 2005

Our sonsand daughtersarein I raq because George W. Bush started an unprovoked war with Irag.

What the Irag mess hasto do with coal productioninWest Virginiaisknown only to the Logan Coal Vendors
Association and the West VirginiaChamber of Commerce. It has nothing whatever to do with freedomintheU.S.

Itisvery difficult for meto believethe Logan Coa VendorsA ssociation would stoop so low asto eventry to
equate coa productionwith patriotismand the future of our children and grandchildren.”

Why not just comeright out and say, “raping West Virginiaof her natural resourcesisthe patriotic and Christian
thing to do. Themore mountainswe destroy, the greater will be our rewardin Heaven.”

Infact, themore coa werip from our scenic and wondrous mountainsthe more bleak thefuture of our childrenand
grandchildrenwill be. Only the Don Blankenships of theworld would think otherwise.

Bill Morefidd

Princeton, W.Va.

Mountaintop mining is illegal under law
Huntington Herald-Dispatch, April 14, 2005

Mountaintop removal isagainst thelaw. Thereareamplelawsto protect peoplethat arebeingignored by stateand
federal government, likethe Clean Water Act, which makesvalley fillsillega. Thismeansthat government agenciesare
conspiringwiththecoa companiesincrimind activities.

Without enforcement of these laws, the health and well-being of all West Virginiansisendangered by outside
companieslike Massey who care nothing for the beauty of our state and thewell-being of our residents.

We asWest Virginians should cometogether to demand that theselaws areenforced to their fullest extent and call
for the prosecution of any violators. We should demand that Stephanie Timmermeyer of the Department of Environmental
Protection stop permitsfor mountaintop removal, acriminal practice that causesfloods, damages people swellsand
homes, and producesmillionsof gallonsof toxic dudge.

Thisisnot coa mining. Thisissmply raping and destroying of our land. Degp mining createsmorejobs.

Therearesome Christianswho say that Jesusiscoming anyway, and wedon't haveto worry about thisdestruction.
Thiscannot bean excusefor usto allow something that God would redlly didike. Do people quit their jobs because Jesus
iscoming? Then neither should we stop working to end thismadness of mountaintop removal.

Michad Morrison

Barboursville

Hills not filled with the sound of music
Charleston Gazette, March 3, 2005

Thehillsof West Virginiaare not filled with the sounds of music. They arefilled to the horrific screamsof Walker
n continued on page 23




CALENDAR

This Summer: Mountain Justice Summer. Visit
WwWw.mountai njusticesummer.org to find out how you can
hook up with eventsinyour area.

May 6: 9:30 am. Chief Logan State Park. Logan, WV.
The State Historic Preservation meetsto hear the Friends
of theMountains proposal to preserveBlair Mountainasa
National Historical Site. Blair Mountain, aminers’ battle
ground, could be destroyed by mountaintop removal. We |l
need agood showing of supportersto savethishistorical
site. Call the OVEC officefor details, (304)522-0246.

May 7: 7 p.m. Cultural Center in Charleston, WV. Free
preview screening of the PBS specid “ TheAppaachians.”
Theeveningincludesa50-minute excerpt of thethree-hour
documentary, livemusic by Gandydancer, who play inthe
film. Companion booksand CDswill be on sale. Author
DeniseGiardina, Coal River'sJudy Bondsand OVEC's
Janet Fout werefilmed for the 3-hour documentary.

May 8, May 15, May 22: WV Public Broadcasting TV
will air one-hour segmentsof “ TheAppaachians” OnMay
18, they will air theentire 3-hour documentary. For listings
in other areas, follow the links at www.sierraclub.org/
appaachialfilny.

May 14: 9:30a.m. to 3 p.m. Freetraining at the WV DEP
offices, 601 57" &., Charleston, WV. Lunch onyour own,
plenty of nearby restaurants. Coal River Mountain Watch

We NEeD YouR HELPp!

® $10.00 pays for two day’s upkeep of the
website. Yes, it's worth it! Have you been to our
website lately? The website allows us to do outreach
to hundreds of people every week. We get requests
for permission to use our photos weekly, sometimes
daily, from students, text book publishers, and
publications as large as the New York Times, to as
small as groups’ newsletters. We ask for a
donation from the for-profit publications,
while we ask non-profits to link to our
website.

The website also allows
supporters to make on-line donations
through PayPal. We
donations from all over the world this
way.
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has worked with the West Virginia Department of
Environmenta Protectionto set up acitizentraining on how
toread coal mining permits. Toregister for thetraining, call
Pam Nixon, environmental advocate, at (800) 654-5228
or e-mail her at pnixon@wvdep.org.

Topics include the Surface Coa Mining and
Reclamation Act, basic map reading, National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System permits, 401 Section permits,
cod wasteimpoundments, blasting and how to navigatethe
DEPWebsite.

May 14: 7 p.m. Free! West Virginia Labor History
Association Presents the First WV Labor History Film
Festival, with speakers Davitt M cAteer and Jack Spadaro.
FIms “Monongah, 1907,” produced by Mr. McAteer about
amining disaster that killed 362 miners (29 mins); and
“Sludge,” anew filmfromAppal shop onthe 2002 Martin
County Disaster with afocus on Jack Spadaro, aleading
mine safety advocate (55 mins). AtthelLaBelle Theatre,
311 D S, South Charleston, WV.

May 20-22: 5th Summit for the Mountains. Please plan
to attend the 5th Summit for the Mountains, from Friday
evening May 20 thru Sunday afternoon May 22. Thisyear’'s
Summit will beheld at Camp Virgil Tate, Sissonville, WV.
Toregider, cal the OVEC office ASAP At 304-522-0246.

June17-19: Renewable Energy and SustainableLiving Fair
inWisconsin. OVEC'sDianne Bady isakeynote speaker,
Seewww.the-mrea.orgfor detalls. @

People Pollution isWearing Out Earth

Knight-Ridder Newspapers, April 1, 2005

Wehumansareusing the Earthtoimproveour lives,
but our children and grandchildrenwill beforcedtoliveina
deteriorating environment that endangerstheir existence,
morethan 1,300 scientistswarn ... But it'snot hopel ess,
thescientistssaid.

Thefive-year sudy ... arrived at amixed prognoss
for planet Earth: Itsdeteriorating environmental healthis
treatable, but only with aggressve and expensive corrective
measures....

Scientists looked at 24 “services’ the Earth’'s
ecosystem provided and found that 15 areintrouble. See
thereport at: www.millenniumassessment.org. €



L etters to the Editor
continued from page 21

Big Catsripping the gutsout of themountainsand roars of
dynamite blowing up the hillsidesand destroying our life-
sustaining water. The sounds of the screeching machines
sound out the death and destruction of theinevitablefloods
and disasters.

ThesoundsintheLegidatureare not an orchestra
of justicefor the coafield res dents, but the sameold anthem
that issung by the patriots of the coal corporations.

Theday that Bush grabbed power wastheday the
music died. The parents/grandparents of the sacrificed
children hear taps played out asyet another generationis
brought homefrom thewar to be buried.

The corporate-owned media are the dancing
monkeysthat aretied to the organ grinder asthe people of
West Virginiaare expected to be spectators of thefarcical
entertainment asthe cupisfilled with thetaxpayer’ smoney.

Another song with different lyricsneedsto be sung.
We must celebratelifewith songs of protest and createan
organized orchestraof harmonic chordsof resistance. This

band needsinstruments, singersand lyricigts.

WinnieFox

Huntington
Manchin, Massey Not Our Kings
Charleston Gazette, Jan. 27, 2005

Why does the new governor want to silence the
citizens employees?Doesit have something todowiththe
recent commitment to speed up mining permits, including
mountaintop removal permitsthrough the DEP office?

Stephanie Timmermeyer’s job was in jeopardy
beforethe el ection until she made apublic statement that
themining permitswill be processed morequickly.

Are we now becoming a police state ruled by
Massey’s Don Blankenship and other coal baronsthrough
apuppet governor’soffice? Isour state poised for thefind
rape?Weinthe codfieldswill not besilenced.

Itistimefor dl West Virginiansto stand up for their
rights. The governor isnot king, and neither are the coal
barons. It’stimeto take back our rights!

Bo Webb

Naoma

Make a DIFFERENCE! Join a WINNING TEAM:! Get ACTIVE with OVEC!

IC OVEC stopped plans for a toxic waste incinerator in Ohio that would have imported waste from across the nation.

OVEC organizing forced an end to chronic pollution violations at the Ashland Oil refinery in Catlettsburg, Ky.
OVEC led the broad effort to stop plans for the nation’s largest pulp mill, in Apple Grove, WV.

An OVEC lawsuit compelled state government to enforce important provisions of the federal Clean Water Act.
OVEC worked with other groups to stimulate passage of first-step campaign finance reform laws in West Virginia.
OVEC is changing the face of "politics as usual" in West Virginia through our Clean Elections work.

OVEC is committed to bringing an end to mountaintop removal/valley fill strip mining.

Cut this coupon out today and mail to: OVEC, P.O. Box 6753, Huntington, WV 25773-6753
New member or renewal (Dues $15-$30 yearly, pay what you can)
Donation

Please add me to OVEC'’s e-mail Action Alert! list

Name

Address

City/State

Phone

E-mail

For more information call (304) 522-0246 or go to www.ohvec.org
Remember — All donations to OVEC are tax deductible!




More mountaintop removal is encroaching on OVEC board member Larry Gibson’s Kayford Mountain
homeplace. Creating a very dangeroussituation, Massey Energy isdumping boulder-laden former mountaintop

over a hillside, which meets the road up to the mountain.

Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition
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