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The PEOPLE Speak Out About MTR | mpact Statement

Wow! Thanksto your help, and the help of groups
near and far, the Environmental ProtectionAgency received
over 80,000 comments on the mountaintop removal draft
environmental impact statement! Now, EPA and the other
agencies haveto consider our commentsand tell ushow
they aregoing to address our multitude of concernsabout
mountaintopremovadl.

Atthestateleve, groupslike OVEC, Appaachian
Center for the Economy and the Environment, Appalachian

Rul e Change May Alter Strip-M ne Fi ght
Affects Buffer Zone, Used by Bwvironnental ists to B ock I ndustry
by Janmes Dao

“Charleston, W Va. - The Bush
adm nistration is nmoving to revanp a rule
protecting streams that Appal achian
environnental i sts view as their best weapon
for fighting the strip-mning technique of
mount ai nt op renoval .

Over the past six years, environnental
groups have used the rule, which restricts
mning within 100 feet of a stream to slow
or block the issuing of state permts for
mount ai nt op renoval .”

So beginsaJan. 26, 2004, New York Timesarticle
that features OV EC membersWillard and Evelyn Kelly,
wholivein Omar, Logan County. Thelayout included one
of OVEC's high resoltuion aerial photos of mountain
massacre. We need your hel pin stopping Bush' attempted
rule change! Come to the Buffer Zone public hearing
on March 30 and SPEAK OUT! Detailson pages5-9.

I nside
Alien Koa Encounters
Buffer Zone Hearings

Clean Election Progress!
Flyover - Aerial Horror Show
Bring Back Jack! Campaign

Ongoing mountain rangeremoval in southern WV.

Voices, Coa River Mountain Watch, Kentuckiansfor the
Commonwealth, Save Our Cumberland Mountains, West
VirginiaHighlands Conservancy and West VirginiaRivers
Coalition mobilized their membersto send in comments.
Regionally, CitizensCod Council ralied their membership.

Groupswith anationa scope, including American
Bird Conservancy, American Rivers, Earthjustice, Friends
of the Earth, Nationa Resources Defense Council, National
Wildlife Federation, SeerraClub and the US Public Interest
Research Group asked their membership to make
comments. Many moregroupssgned onto lengthy, powerful
comments.

With all these groups drawing attention to
mountaintop removal/valley fill coal mining, millions of
activistsknow about cod companies outrageousandillegal
behavior inWest Virginia. Withthat kind of people power,
we can stop mountain massacre!

Comments

You canread theextens ve, exceptiond mountaintop

removd (MTR) draft environmenta impact gatement (DEIS)
continued on page 3



Definition: Close Encouter of the Fourth Kind - Extremely close contact with alien creatures, often involving a UFO

Close Encounters of the COAL Kind

by Abraham Mwaura

| wasat witsend afew weeksago. | had been searching for alist of the chemicalsthat are used to wash coal
—chemicasthat end upin coa dudgeimpoundments—and had noluck at al. Inalast-ditch effort | called the West
VirginiaCoal Association and left amessagethat | waslooking for information about what chemicalswereusedin
the process of washing coal. My call wasquickly returned.

“Hello, thisisOVEC. Can| helpyou?” | started with my usual greeting. It was Jason Bostic fromthe
WV CA, returningmy call.

“Can| speak toAbraham?’ heasked, alittle unsure of whether he had theright number.

“Thisis Abraham.”

“Oh. You had called wanting to know about the chemi calsused to wash coa ?’

“ Vs

“Oh. OK. Ummm. Did you say youwerewith OVEC?’

“Ya. I'mwith OVEC.”

“If youdon’'t mind measking, why areyou interested in thisinformation?’

“WEll, some coalfield residents whom we work with have raised these chemicals as a concern.”
“Oh. Well, they use water and magnetiteto cleanthe coal.”

“Isthat all they use?”

“Ohya. Themagnetite makesthe coa separatefrom thewasteinthewater.”

“ And that's all they use?”

Needlessto say, opening theconversationwith“ ThisisOVEC,” provedtobemy downfdl, and hisinformation
was completely usalessto me. | have since gone onto find many of the over 60 chemicalsthat are used to makethe
mixturesused inwashing coal. OV EC will be posting that information to our website soon.

Asyou canwell imagine, theinformation isscary. Bear in mind that, concerned about health effectsfrom
exposureto the chemical sused inwashing coa, some coa preparation plant workers are suing the manufactures of
thechemicals.

Codfield resdentsareright to have grave concernsabout these chemicals, asisanyonewho drinkswater.

by Viv Sockman et ﬁ gii

%3

Early inthemorning, | unload OV EC'sE-Day! table goodiesinsdethe State Capitol’sloading dock. After
parking my car, | borrow ahand-truck and head toward thefreight elevator so | canretrieveour display items.

| wait. The door opens, but the elevator isjammed full of sugar-death-water in colorful cans. It'sthe
bottlers, taking their sickening-sweet product upstairs. | wait some more. The door opensagain, and again the
elevator ispacked with pop.

Then around the corner walks Bill Raney, president of theWest VirginiaCoa Association (WVCA).

“Herr Raney,” | say. “Hello, Vivian,” hesays.

“How about aride,” heaskspointing to the hand-truck. “1 can’t beresponsiblefor accidents,” | say. (L ater,
someone suggested | should have said that any accident would be an act of God. Why not?That’ sthe standard coal
company excuse.)

“Where' stherest of the FOCers?’ | ask. Raney feigns puzzlement.

“You know, the FOC-U crew? Friends of Coal United. Hammy told methat.” That’sRaney’ssidekick,
ChrisHamilton.

“Ohyeah,” Raney half-laughs. “We cameupwiththat last year.”

continued on page 3




Public Comments

continued from page 1

commentssubmitted by attorneysJmHecker and Joe L ovett
on behalf of OVEC and the WV Highlands Conservancy
online at www.ohvec.org/issues/mountaintop_removal/
articles’2004_01_12.html.

Thereyou'll find commentsfrom others. Check out
the 61-page comment, “ The Socia and Cultural Effectsof
Mountaintop Removal/Valley Fill Coa Mining,” compiled
by OVEC'sViv Sockman. Below areacoupleof excerpts.

“ The DEISon mountaintop removal / valley fill
coal mining (MTR) fails miserably to study, measure,

OVEC Meet Up

Please Join Us! April 14, 7 p.m., OVEC
meeting at Cabell County Public Library
(corner of Ninth St. and Fifth Ave.,
Huntington), third floor, meeting rooms 1 &
2. See the “Appalachian Treasures” multi-
media presentation about Appalachian
culture and mountaintop removal and
speak with an activist coalfield resident.
Meet other Huntington-area OVEC
members. Get involved in our work to end
mountaintop removal!
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quantify, report and make recommendations on the
social and cultural effects of mountaintop removal coal
mining.

If you take a drive in regions where coal
companiespractice MTR, some of the social and cultural
effects of this form of mining are readily apparent.

Follow a public road in Kanawha County, W'V,
heading toward the community of Republic. You'll find
agateacrossthepublic road. Community gone, access
denied, MTR underway.

Head toward Mud in Lincoln County. Only one
home remaining, and that’s in Arch Coal’s cross hairs.
The homes that were up Connelly Branch are gone, the
home sites and the branch itself buried under millions
of tons of former mountains. In Logan County, all that
isleft of Dehue are the broken foundations of homes.

Where there is MTR, you'll find this scenario.
The EIS must make an effort to list the communities
lost forever to MTR and document or quantify what the
losses mean for Appalachian culture.”

Close Encounters
continued from page 2

“Flown over the destruction you are permitting
anytimerecently?’ | ask.

“I’vebeenupintheair,” hesays.

“1 thought you’ d betaking the Senator’selevator,”
| say.

The elevator door opens again, and there's yet
another load of sugar-death-water going up, but there’'s
roomfor Raney. | gofind another elevator.

| tell afew people at E-Day! about my encounter
with Bill. Morethan onewonders, jokingly of course, why
| didn’t plant my rather larger boot squarely on hisbehind.

But Raney’sonly thefront man, theyes-man, the
gopher out doing thebidding of coal industry CEQOs, like
Arch Cod’s Steven Leer (who raked in about $3,495,000
last year in salary and unexercised options), Massey
Energy’sDon Blankenship ($6,780,000), Consol Energy’s
Brett Harvey ($737,000, salary only), Peabody Energy’s
Irl Englehardt ($1,773,000) and good ole’ James* Buck”
Harless(figuresunavailable).

Thoseguyspracticeviolencedaily asthey massacre
the mountains, bury streamsand run roughshod over the
democratic process. Even so, I'll kegp my bootsto myseif.
Wethe peopl e, standing united, don’t need to resort to Coal
Baron tacticsto get our way. Wewill eventually prevail,
nonviolently.



Proposed Rule to Weaken the Stream Buffer Zone Rules

The Bush administration has proposed “clarifying” the stream buffer zone rules. The proposed changes will legalize
the illegal - coal companies will be given free rein to destroy streams and fill valleys with hundreds of millions of tons
of mine waste.

The current stream buffer zone rule protects

streams from valley fills. The federal surface mining law
(SMCRA) currently prohibits surface mining or mining activities within
100 feet of perennial or intermittent streams unless the government
finds that the mining won't adversely affect the water quality or
guantity (30 CFR 816.57). Filling an entire stream with waste, as is
done in mountaintop removal, is a violation of this rule - but the Bush
administration won't enforce it.

So the Bush Administration has decided to

Yeah, this stream looks fine., Over 3,000 miles of streamsin

Appalachia have been buried. Photos courtesy of OVEC. Change the rule instead of fol |0W|ng It. The
proposed rule would allow companies to mine next to or through streams if they can show, whatever the damage,
that mining operations won’t increase suspended solids within 100 feet downstream and will minimize the
destruction of fish and wildlife “to the extent possible.” This is a hon-enforceable standard that means nothing.

Ignoring Public Comments, Listening to Big Coal. Office of Surface Mining Director Jeff Jarrett proposed this
change weeks before the comment period ended on the mountaintop removal draft Environmental Impact Statement,
which addressed changing the stream buffer zone rule. OSM totally disregarded the over 80,000 people who sent in
comments!

Speak out against Bush’s stream destruction!

1. Attend a Public Hearing on Tuesday, March 30
Charleston, WV 6-9 p.m., Civic Center, Room 206, 200 Civic Center Dr.

Also: Washington, DC 2-4 p.m., OSM, S. Interior Auditorium, 1951 Constitution Avenue NW.
Please use the rear entrance to the building and have photo ID with you.
Greentree, PA, 6-9 p.m. Best Western Parkway Center, 8th Floor in the Horizon Room, 875 Greentree Road.
Hazard, KY 6-9 p.m., Hazard Community College, Hazard Campus, Jolly Center, Room 208.
Harriman, TN 6-9 p.m., Roane State Community College, O'Brien Building, Room 101.

2. Write Comments - Deadline April 7
Send an e-mail to: osmrules@osmre.gov
Or write: OSM, Administrative Room 101, 1951 Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20240.

West Virginians: To arrange carpooling, for a sample letter and for more info contact:
Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition (www.ohvec.org) at 304-522-0246 or vivian@ohvec.org
Flier prepared by Citizens Coal Council - www.citizenscoalcouncil.org
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Note to President Bush from
the Appalachian Coalfields:
Buzz Off the Buffer Zone!

If you want to see an end to mountaintop removal/valey fill coa mining, then please, please cometo apublic
hearing on March 30 and speak out to opposethe Bush administration’slatest attempt tolegdizeillegal stream burial.

What are the hearings
about?*King Coa’sReturn,” aJan.
11, 2004, editorid intheLouisville
Courier-Journal sumsit up:

“TheBush
administration has proposed a
rule that will make it far easier
for coal operators to savage
Appalachian mountains at will.
The new regulation will be a
godsend for so-called
mountaintop removal - a
euphemism for scraping whole
peaks off and dumping themin
valleys below, often destroying
watercourses. Over the past 15
years, 724 miles of streams have
been subjected to this
mistreatment in the Appalachian
coalfields of Kentucky, West

Exampleof how well thebuffer zoneruleiscurrently workinginWest Virginia  Virginia, Virginiaand Tennessee.
-not at all. Yes, that isa stream struggling out from under all that formerly “ Instead of making
maj estic mountain that isnow a heap of blasted, lifelessrubble. operators protect land within

ACTION ALERT

If you want to help offset the expenses
associated with getting a big turnout to this
public hearing, you can either donate online
or send us a check. Your donation will help a
coalfield resident attend the hearing. Please
earmark your donation with the note: “Buffer
Zone.”

To donate via PayPal online, hit the
“Donate” button at www.ohvec.org (just under

P.O. Box 6753
Huntington, WV 25773

the header). Or send a check to: —
OVEC |%
DOMATE

100 feet of waterways, the rule
would require them only to prevent damage “ to the
extent possible, using the best technology currently
available.

“ Coal operators could easily push one of their
monster draglinesthrough weasel wordslikethose, and
they will.”

TheBushadminigrationwantsto changethe Buffer
ZoneRuleof federd surfacemining law (SMCRA). Wedl
know that mountaintop removal coal companies and
regulatory agencieshavebeenignoringtheBuffer ZoneRule
by dumping former mountaintopsdirectly into valleysand
Streams.

Citizens opposed to mountaintop removal have
been making progress by organizing to demand that
regulators enforce this law. Lawyers have been suing

continued on page 7



Federal Official Worries About Valley Fill Sability

by BrianBowling
Charleston Daily Mail, Jan. 16, 2004 (excerpts)

Whilemany valey fillsbuiltinWest Virginiainthe
last 1970sand early 1980s haveturned out well, othersare
toolargeand aren’t draining likethey should, afederd officid
saidtoday.

Brent Wahlquist, regional director for the U.S.
Office of Surface Mining, said many of the areas mined
when hewaswith West Virginia smining program during
the 1980sareatributeto theindustry.

Others, however, don’t show up sowell whenhe's
doneaerid inspections....

Thefederal mineregulator told an audienceof coal
industry officialsthat he's concerned with how well coal
companiesare certifying the creation of natural drainagein
valley fillsthat keepsthem from retaining water. If water
buildsupinavaleyfill, it affectsthefill’sstability the same
way that too much water in theground can causemuddides
and other [anddips.

Another concern, whichthe OSM addressedina
recently proposed regulation, isthat coal companiesare
buildinglarger fillsthan they need. A consequenceof thisis
that thefill isbuilt further down awatershed than it needed
to have been and, asaresult, affectsmore stream areathan
itshould...

State Environmenta Protection Secretary Stephanie
Timmermeyer also spoke at the symposium to review
changesthe Department of Environmental Protection has
madeto how it handlespermit gpplicationsand ingpections.

Timmermeyer said the agency has significantly
reduced the number of permit applicationsthat have been

Bush and Coal Money - LOTSof It

In*Bush Campaign AdsBrought to You by Specia
Interests; Industries That Giveto Bush Get Their Money’s
Worth,” Public Citizen, aDC watchdog group, reports:

“Theminingindustry has contributed at least $3.1
millionto Bush campaign effortsinthe 2000 and 2004 cycles.

“Mining executives have been appointed totop posts
inthelnterior Department ...

“... Bush’sEnvironmental Protection Agency has
permitted mountai ntop removal for cod miningandistrying
to lift aReagan-eraregulation that banned mining within
100 feet of astream and increased the amount of public
land availablefor mining company wastedumping.”

Isn't democracy awonderful thing? Seethe clean
electionsstory on page 8 for some hope. ﬁ

pending for morethan six months.

Shesaid the agency plansto set up aWeb site next
month that will makeit eesier for citizensto seewhat permit
goplicationsarependinginther area. Thestewill list pending
permitsby county...

Global Warming, Bush, Alternative
Energy Jobsand - Men on Mars?

by Vivian Stockman

The Pentagon just rel eased areport onthe potential
for sudden, catastrophic climate change soon, which could
push the world into nuclear
skirmishes and anarchy.
Another study say one-thirdto |
one-fourth of al land species [
could beextinct by 2050 due &=
to climate change caused by
burning fossil fuels. Someare
sayingglobd climatechangeis
a far greater threat than
terrorism. 20,000 people in
Europe died last year from a
climate-change heat-wave. An
insurancefirmsaid, “ Thehumanracecanleaditsdf intothis
climatic catastrophe—or it canavertit,” by embracing cleaner
energy technologies.

What does Bush, slayer of Evil-Doers, do? He
pooh-poohs studies about thereal and present dangers of
climate change. Hetrashesan international treaty on global
warming. Heignoresthe Apollo Plan, whichwould dragticdly
cut greenhouse gaseswhilecregting millionsof jobsin cleaner
energy production. Heplans, instead, to send Americansto
Marsfor thevery first time.

Problem. It looks like Bush and Friends have
already beento Mars.

Thelittlerover onthebigred planet right now is
proving there used to be water there. It a so turns out that
Bush was Emperor of Mars. TheMarsMega-Mining Co.
waved Martian currency under Bush' snoseand whined to
him about environmenta laws gettingintheway of Maximum
Profit. So Bush gutted the Mars Clean Water Act and then
he buried the Mars Buffer Zone Rule. Unleashed, Mars
Mega-Mining blew up all Mars mountainsand buried all
Mars' streams. With satisfaction, Bush and his buddies
looked around the devastated planet. Then they smacked
their lipsasthey rocketed towards Earth.

Isit Mars, or a MTR
site? Only Bush knows
for surel*

* |It'sMars.



Bush: Buzz Off the Buffer Zone!

continued from page 5

regulatorsfor the same ends. Now Bush - in astaggering
display of governing by quid pro quo - wantsto stop our
progress. He's offering up ahuge gift to hiscoal industry
fundersby movingto maketheillega legd.

Stop thisoutrage! Help ushaveabigturnout
for the hearing! Please attend and bring your
neighbor s. You can download fliersto post in your town
by going to: www.ohvec.org/events cdendar/sbz_rules.pdf.
Thereisaso aflier on page 4 of thisissue of Winds of
Change.

For the latest information on this event, check
OVEC's webpage, www.ohvec.org or call the office at
(304) 522-0246.

National mediaisalso taking up the Buffer Zone
battle cry, as evidenced by the following Jan. 13, 2004,
editoria inthe New York Times:

Decapi t ati ng Appal achi a

Envi ronment al protection under
t he Bush adm ni stration often seens to
refer to the political environnment and
not the stewardship of the nation’s
preci ous resources. In the | atest
attack on exi sting saf eguards, the
Interior Departnment is quietly gutting
yet anot her | egal saf eguard agai nst
t he whol esal e pol lution and burial of
streans in Appal achia by the strip-

m ni ng i ndustry.

In 2002, the adm nistration
essentially repeal ed a | ong- st andi ng
provi sion of the C ean Water Act
prohi bi ti ng the dunpi ng of m ning
wastes in streans. Now, under what is
advertised as a “clarification” of the
| aw governi ng surface mning, the
adm nistration is elimnating a ban
dating fromthe Reagan era agai nst
m ning activity within 100 feet of a
stream

Taken t oget her, these two
rol | backs can only encourage and
accel erate the horrific process called
nount ai nt op renoval , whi ch has al ready
buri ed about 1,200 mles of
Appal achia’s vital streans under
manmot h pil es of bull dozed waste. This

ACTION ALERT

Speak out! Come to this hearing, bring
lots of people with you!

Tuesday, March 30, 6-9 p.m. at the
Charleston Civic Center, Room 206, 200
Civic Center Drive, Charleston. While the
hearing begins at 6 p.m., please meet us
outside at 5:30. We’'ll hand out talking point
sheets to help with ideas for your personal
comments.

Friends of the Mountains member
groups are working together to arrange
transportation to this event. If you need aride,
please call the OVEC office at once: (304)
522-0246 or e-mail vivian@ohvec.org.

Also on March 30, there’s a public
hearing on the proposed Buffer Zone Rule
change in Washington, DC, from 2-4 p.m.,
at the Office of Surface Mining, Reclamation

and Enforcement building, S. Interior
Auditorium, rear entrance (photo ID required),
1951 Constitution Avenue NW.

If you are a coalfield resident who
would like to attend this hearing and also visit
with Congress members to talk about the
effects of mountaintop removal on your life,
please call the OVEC office immediately,
(304) 522-0246 or e-mail vivian@ohvec.org.

We can arrange for transportation or
travel expenses, lodging and scheduled
congressional visits while you are in DC.

serial decapitation of the coal-rich
hills has | ong been a matter of
furious conflict between the m ning
i ndustry and t he resi dents and
environnental i sts defending thelife
and beauty of the Appal achi an hol | ows.
Hundr eds of square mles of
nount ai nt ops have been dynami t ed away,
and dozens of comunities bought out
and buri ed.

The new regul ati on changes a
st andi ng prohi biti on agai nst m ni ng

continued on page 9



Clean Electionsin WV: Timeto Cdebrate Some Victoried

The twisting, winding, bumpy road to Clean
Electionsisnot unliketheroadsfolksdrive over every day
inWest Virginia Canyouimaginewhat West Virginiawould
belikewithout the overwhel ming influence of money and
specid interestsinWest Virginia spolitical system? How
different might it beif publicinterestscamebefore, or were
onaleve playingfiedwith specid interestslike Big Cod.

Thanks in part to the WV Citizens for Clean
Elections, apowerful codlition of 27 diverseorganizations,
We' re getting closer to thisvoluntary option so candidates
can opt for public funding of their campaigns.

Passage of aClean Electionshbill wasatop or nearly
top priority for the 2004 |egidativesessonfor the American
Association of Retired Persons, National Association of
Socia Workers, West VirginiaCouncil of Churches, West
VirginiaEnvironmenta Council, Common Cause-WV and
West VirginiaCitizen Action Group.

During both the December interimsand theregular
legidative session, wehad somelegidativevictories, which
would not have been possiblewithout thegrassrootsefforts
of PERC’'snon-501c3 (non-profit) codition partners, who
generated | etters, e-mailsand phonecallsto key legidators
insupport of clean elections.

In addition, we had other great support. Deb Ross
(Public Campaign, DC) and Winnett Hagens (Democracy
South, Va.) spent three days here, meeting with coalition
partnersand key legidatorsto map out awinning strategy!
Just days before avote, Common Cause (national office)
phoned their West Virginiamembersurging them to contact
their legidators. Additionaly, the Reform Indtitute (Va.) and
Justice at Stake (DC) generated many | etters of support for
cleandectionstokey legidators!

On February 23, the Senate Judiciary committee
passed the* Public Campaign Financing Act” (Clean
Elections) out of committee and on to the Senate
FinanceCommittee! Thehill received bi-partisan support.
“No” votes came from Senators Harrison-R, Deem-R,
Weeks-D, and Ross-D.

Our Senate sponsorswere Jon Blair Hunter (1ead),
Judiciary Committee Chair man Jeffery Kesder, Senate
Minority L eader Vic Spouse (R), AnitaSkeensCaldwell,
Tracy Dempsey, Evan Jenkins, Brooks McCabe, Larry
Rowe, John Unger and Randy White. Wehad six sponsors
on the Judiciary Committee and four on the Finance
Committee,

OntheHouseside, aspecia sub-committee, hand-
picked by the House Judiciary Chairman Jon Amoreswith

Clean Election lobbyists' input, fine-tuned the House's
version of thehill. Althoughwe had anticipated avotein
the House Judiciary, Chairman Amores decided not to take
up the bill when agreement couldn’t be reached on a
contentiousamendment. Amores preferred not to pressure
committee memberssince passage by the RulesCommittee
andthefull legidaturedidn’'t seemlikely thisyear.

Thanks to Rev. Dennis Sparks and Carol
Warren, fromtheWest Virginia Council of Churches,
who met with House Speaker Bob Kissand Amoresearly
inthe session, aresol ution to keep the Clean Electionshbill
beforethelegidatureduring interimsispending.

Specid thanksgoto S Ga perin of Common Cause
and JulieArcher of West VirginiaCitizensAction Groupfor
theincrediblejob they’ ve done educating membersof the
legidaturel Weareingrest shapeto carry theClean Elections
Actforward asinterimsbegin.

Feds Urge Closer Look at Selenium

by KenWard Jr.
Charleston Gazette, Jan. 20, 2004 (excerpts)

Federd government biologistshavefound troubling
amountsof thetoxic chemica seleniuminfish downstream
from mountaintop removal minesites, according to anew
report.

Latelast week, theU.S. Fishand Wildlife Service
urged sateregulatorstoclosdy examinesdenium discharges
fromcoa mining... During thisyear’slegidative session,
cod industry lobbyistswant towesken West Virginia swater
quality rulesfor sdenium...

Seleniumisanaturally occurring mineral element
that isfoundismany rocksand soils. In very tiny amounts,
itisan antioxidant and isneeded for good health. Butin
only dightly greater amounts, seleniumishighly toxic. In
humans, it can cause and neurological problems. 'é

For a goOd time, caLl OVEC

Backstreet Boy singer Kevin Richardsonisfrom
Kentucky. He's been an activist agitating for an end to
mountaintopremovad.

UsWeekly magazinerecently ran aphoto of Kevin,
inwhich hewaswearing oneof Larry Gibson'sK eeper of
the Mountains T-shirts, whichincludesLarry’scell phone
number. The message on Larry’s cell includesOVEC's
number. Both the officeand Larry have beeninundated with
callsfrom giggling girlswanting to learn more about how
they, too, can become K egpers of theMountains. 'ﬁ



Bush: Buzz Off the Buffer Zone!

continued from page 7

within 100 feet of a streamif it wll
degrade water quality. In the future,
m ning conpanies will be required to
respect the buffer zone nmerely “to the
extent practicable.”

This is an open invitation to
industry to ignore a rule that, as a
practical matter, has been routinely
abused as regul ators | ooked t he ot her
way.

Anyone who has visited the
ravaged heart of Appal achia can see
t hat hundreds of streans have been

Pro-Coal Bush Administration Drops
Appeal of OVEC'sL egal Victory

TheBush administration hasdecided not to gpped
our recent lega victory. A USDigtrict Court Judgeruledin
our favor and threw out the EPA’sacceptance of the state's
rotten anti-degradation plan.

On Jan. 7, the Charleston Gazette reported:

“Under thefederal Clean Water Act, anti-
degradation procedures areintended to protect the
current quality of rives and streams. New
development and theadditiond pollutionthat it brings
aredlowed, but only if acost-benefit andyssshows
that jobsor other resultsareworthit....

“Therulingisbelieved to bethefirst time
that afederal court hasthrown out EPA approval
of astate anti-degradation plan.

“...(Judge) Goodwin actudly vacated EPA
approval of the state’s entire anti-degradation
implementation procedure. Goodwin sent therule
back to EPA for further review.

“Lawyersinthecasearewaiting for EPA
to announce how it plans to proceed with that
review...”

Many thanks to attorneys Jm Hecker of Trial
Lawyersfor Public Justiceand Joe L ovett of the Appaachian
Center for the Economy and the Environment for all their
hardwork onthiscase.  ©

Turn someof your trash into cash for OVEC. Recycle
your ink jet printer cartridges. Call or e-mail .

Maryanne, (304) 522-0246, or mago@ezwv.com e )
to get your supply of postage-pre-paid bags. -

snuffed fromthe
| andscape, not
nmer el y degr aded.
I ndustry’s

bal | yhooed

recl amati on

proj ects stand
out as Pot enkin
oases al ong the
scarred horizon.
Meanwhi l e, a
federal study
uncovered by a
Fr eedom of

I nf ormati on Act
initiative warns
of nore
devastation to cone.

It may be a coincidence that the
new rul e cones as Republican fund-raisers
are primng the canpai gn donati on punp.

But the “clarification” brazenly
certifies the protection of Big Coal at
t he expense of the environnent.

Remember that lettersto the editor are great tools
to tell the world about MTR. Use them! Below is one
submittted by an OV EC member that was unfortunately
not chosen for publication:

Dear New York Times Editor:

Allow me to add some perspective to your
editorial on Appalachian mountaintop massacre.

Imagine New York’s treasured Catskills being
blasted to bits, mountain after mountain, trees and all,
the rubble pushed into the valleys, covering all wildlife
and streams. Imagine people trying to hold onto their
towns and homes amid dust and explosions until forced
to leave, their homes now almost valueless. Imagine
coal companiesjustifying this“ energy sacrifice zone,”
saying the nation needs cheap, abundant coal, even
though tons of lead, ar senic and mercury are emitted by
burning it. Imagine miles of barren, rolling wasteland
where only non-native grasses can grow and hapless
deer roam, looking for the woodland shelter they once
knew. Imagine the scale of the greed and the lack of
imagination in government and industry that would
permit this. Imagine defining this as eco-terrorism.

Snceredly,

Chuck Wyrostok 'ﬁ

Another buffer zone
" success story." Right ...



Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial - A Time to Honor His Legacy

OVEC board member Jeff Bosley and hiswife,
Victoria, huddled in expectation of themarch. Huntington's
Mayor David Felinton and hislady friend were on hand.
DaveMcGee, awdl-known anti-war activist in Huntington,
carried asign that quoted Dr. King: “In thewasteland of
war, the expenditure of resourcesknowsno restraints; here
our abundanceisfully recognized and squandered.”

Folksgathered behind aHuntington trolley waiting
for themarch to begin while song sheetsweredistributed to
participants. Sylvia Ridgeway, current president of the
Huntington-Cabel | branch of the NAACP, wel comed and
instructed themarchers.

“Carbon Sequestration” Just
Pseudo-Science Doublespeak

by Don Alexander (OVEC’ sweb wizard)

Thegeniusesat BigEnergyCo Internationa andtheir
counterpartsinthe US Department of Energy have been
promoting“ carbon sequedtration” asasolutiontorisng CO2
levelsin the atmosphere (CO2, carbon dioxide, isone of
themain globa warming gases).

They want to capture CO2 from power plantsand
pump it deepinto the ocean, underground lakesor into deep
rock strata, blithely assuming that doing so will be
“environmentaly safe.”

Naturally, the name “carbon sequestration”
representsamajor Orwellian misnomer. Tounderstand why,
follow atypical carbon atom through the three steps of
BigEnergyCo's(BEC0) proposed energy process: mining,
burning and sequestering.

Carbon entersthe processintheform of foss| fuels
—coa and oil —which BECo obtains by blowing up a
mountainor drillingawell. Next, BECo burnsthefuel and
capturestheresulting CO2 (well, someof it). Findly, BECo
would pipethe CO2 degpinto the ocean or some convenient
underground rock strata.

Notice that carbon starts out and ends up
underground, so the net differenceisthat BECowill have
captured alot of free oxygen and sequestered it dong with
carbon that was already safely sequestered underground
before being mined or pumped up. Theideashouldreally
becalled " oxygen-sequestration.”

Perhaps coal and oil arejust nature’s method for
true carbon sequestration. Everyoneknowsit’snot niceto
fool with Mother Nature

For

participated
ineventsin
Huntington,
WV, to
honor the
legacy of
thegreat leader, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Holding with thisnew tradition, we gathered with
50-60 other peoplewho braved the cold weather —people
of color and whites expressing their unity. On Monday,
Jan. 19th, to honor Dr. King’'s memory, we began by
marching from First Baptist Church on Sixth Avenueand
Eighth Street in Huntington, headed for the Sixteenth Street
Missionary Baptist Church wherewewould continuethe
celebration at the 11th annual Martin Luther King Jr.
Symposium Memoria Service.

The church wasjammed by peoplewho turned out
tolitento agpeech by theinternationally renowned preacher
Dr. Calvin O. Buttsl11, pastor of the Abyssinian Baptist
Church in New York City, the leader of many national
organi zations, including chairman of the National Affiliate
Development Initiative of the Nationa Black Leadership
CommissiononAIDS,

Asthepewsfilled up, | spotted other familiar OVEC
faces: Abe Mwaura, Winnie Fox, Elinore Taylor, Nancy
Taylor, David Duke, Marty Amerikaner and Linda Spatig.
Dr. Buttsassailed that greed throughout the nationiskeeping
peoplefrom living peacefully sdeby side.

A news story the next day in the Huntington
Herald-Dispatch quoted Abeassaying: “Peopleneedto
follow inKing'sfootstepsand beactiveintheir communities
to combat thisgreed. Itisimportant for normal peopleto
fill leadership roles. Martin Luther King was a mere
preacher, apreacher’sson at that, and ended up taking a
sgnificant leadershiprole.”

Spoken likeatrueleader, Abe. ‘é

OVEC board member Jeff Bodey and
his wife, Victoria, huddled in
expectation of theMartin Luther King,
Jr., Memorial March.

When you're finished with this newsletter, please pass it on!
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MTR FLYOVER

by Janet Fout

| refer to it as*the support of nature.” It’'sthose
timeswhenyou or your organization has planned an outdoor
activity and the weather isabsolutely perfect —whenthe
oddsareclearly against youfor blueskiesand light breezes
(likethethird week of February when thisadventurewas
scheduled).

Yet, that’s exactly the kind of day it waswhen |
arrived at thesmall private planeterminal at Yeager Airport
in Charlestonto meet my fellow passengersonaflight over
southern West Virginia—sunny, clear, and light winds.

TedWilliamsflashed measmilewhen| camethrough
theterminal door. He'sawriter for Audubon magazine,
who coined the phrase* mountain rangeremoval” after his
first flight over the southern coafieldsin February 2001.
Ted iswriting a piece for an upcoming Audubon about
whistleblower Jack Spadaro’ srecent scrapewiththeMine
Safety Hedth Adminigtration (MSHA).

This time, he wanted to focus on coal waste
impoundments, especially thegigantic onelooming over the
community of Whitesville—the Brushy Fork impoundment
owned by aMassey Energy subsidiary. There'sno better
way to seethe scope and scal e of the devastation than flying

ACTION ALERTS - DO IT!

Stay Informed by E-mail: Join OVEC’s
Action Alert! e-mail list by sending an e-mail
with “join list” in the subject line to
vivian@ohvec.org. This is not a discussion
list, so you won't be swamped with e-mails.

Stay Informed by Phone: If you don’t have
or don't like e-mail, call the OVEC office at

(304) 522-0246 and ask to be put on our Call
List. We’ll need your name and phone
number. Don’t worry - we will only call to let
you know about major events or actions.

Stay Informed by WWW: Visit
www.ohvec.org frequently for news and action
updates. Check out our extensive background
information in the Issues section. Look for
your friends in the People in Action section.

at 4,000 feet.

Our pilot for the morning touched down from
Abingdon, Va., in her red and white four-seater. | was
anxious to finally meet Susan Lapis, a volunteer for
Southwings, anon-profit organization that providesabird's-
eye-view for journaistsand otherswanting to seemountain
rangeremoval (and other environmental damage) firsthand.

Our first hug wasjust amatter of formality after
numerous phone conversationsand e-mail messagesover
the past several years. | already knew that sheand | were
connected at theheart. Timeand again, Susan hasresponded
to OVEC'scal tofly reportersand othersover the southern
WYV coalfields. One has to admire Susan’s invaluable
contribution and commitment to thiswork.

When thefinal passenger, Jack Spadaro, arrived,
we waited while he placed acall to Robert F. Kennedy
Jr.(!) whose organi zation, Riverkeepers, hasbeeninvolved
inthework to ban mountaintop remova/vdley fills. Jackis
the M SHA whistleblower and former superintendent of the
Nationd Mine Sefety and HedthAcademy, MSHA'straining
facility Beckley, WV.

As an experienced mining engineer who had
investigated thetragic Buffalo Creek disaster that killed 125
West Virginiansin 1972, Jack was assigned to the team
investigating the causes of the calamitous|nez, Ky., coal
waste impoundment failure of October 2000. Morethan
306 million gallonsof toxic, lava-like coal waste polluted
nearly 100 milesof streamsinWest Virginiaand Kentucky
andinundated yardsof residents; federal regulators dubbed
it theworst environmental disaster in the eastern United
States.

So what did Jack do to incur the wrath of his
superiors? Herefused to sign off on astudy that failed to
place blamewhereit correctly belongs—on Martin County
Cod, asubsidiary of Massey Energy, and on hisown agency.

After Bush assumed presidentia power in January
2001, Jack’ stroublesbegan. Ridiculousaccusationswere
meadeagaingt Jack such as* abusing hisauthority” and*“failing
tofollow ingructions.” Just recently, the Charleston Gazette
reported that Jack has been demoted and sent to MSHA
“Siberid’ —assigned work in Pennsylvania, away from his
West Virginiahomefor the past 25 years (Pennsylvania
readersplease note: I’ m not comparing your beautiful state

continued on page 13
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Mountaintop Removal Flyover

continued from page 11

to Siberia, but only comparing Jack’s new desk job at
MSHA to being put out inthe cold as punishment for doing
what'sright!).

| suffed somehard mint candy in my pocket aswe
left the building and headed for the plane (mint settlesthe
stomach). Susan assured us that the

ladiesfondly known asthe” Sylvester Dustbusters.”

Aswe continueour flight southeastward, Susan and
Jack are pointing below usto darkened and unnaturally
colored“lakes’ associated withthistypeof mining. Typicaly
these coa wasteimpoundmentsare situated with aformer
mountaintop removal job above communitiesand out of
sight. Like valley

weather was absolutely splendid forour | | always ask myself what is the possible | fills, these “lakes’
one-hour dip through the coalfields. | justification for the annihilation of | area“cheap” way
Coincidentally, our good friend, Mike | mountains — the defining geologic | forcoal processors
Forman, wasinthecontrol towerthatday | feature of West Virginia and to dispose of waste.
at Yeager. Appalachia? Janet Fout, OVEC | Aftercoa isgouged

As we took to the air, an ugly
brown layer of haze streaked acrossthe sky. Tothewest,
| pointed out the John Amos power plant, amajor pol luter
inWest Virginia. Susan, schooled in chemistry, explained
that nitrogen oxides, referred to asNOx, caused thebrown
color. Accordingto U.S. Public Interest Research Group’'s
2002 report, “ Darkening Skies,” American Electric Power’s
John Amos plant was 14th out of the nation’s 50 largest
NOx emitters. 1n 2000, thefacility belched 43,970 tons of
NOX, or about 49 pound for each of West Virginias1.8
millionresdents

Within 5 minutesof being aoft, Susan pointed out a
“smal” mountaintop remova operation—abrutally scarred
and barren landscapebe ow us, onceoneof themost diverse
hardwood forests on the planet, now transformed to a
biologica desert. | never get usedtothe shock and sickening
feding | experience seeing thisbrutalized landscape; and |
alwaysask mysalf what isthe possiblejustification for the
annihilation of mountai ns—the defining geol ogic feature of
West Virginiaand Appaachia? Theusua reply of “greed”
echoesinmy head, but after sevenyearsof coming up againgt
coal companies, politiciansand lobbyistswho profit from
this, | think theissue goesmuch deeper.

Is the destruction and desolation below us a
reflection of an unseeninner landscape? Could peoplebe
compelled to thishavoc-wreaking venturein their deeper
quest for persond meaning? Arethey smply fillingavoidin
their spiritual lives with money, power and prestige? |
wonder.

My attention returned to the conversationinsdethe
plane. We buzzed past Sylvester, WV, where Massey
Energy’s enormous white dome coversahuge coal pile.
Res dentsthere successfully sued thecompany for habitualy
covering thetown with black dust from their processing
plant. The determined faces of Mary Miller, Halline
Thompson and Pauline Canterbury cometo mind —three
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fromtheground, it's
trucked to a processing plant to be washed. Water,
chemicalsused to wash the coal, and coal fines (particles)
are pumped into animpoundment.

Often theland beneathisriddled with underground
mines, like cellsinahoneycomb, increasing thelikelihood
of abreak-though (the cause of thefailedimpoundmentin
Inez, Ky.). Jack said that Martin County Cod had incorrectly
mapped the mining beneath theimpoundment. Thebottom
of theimpoundment was separated from the underground
mines by fewer than 10 feet. Failurewasamost assured.

Aswe approach Whitesville, Susan dertsustothe
Brushy Fork impoundment, situated abovethetown. Inthe
event of acatastrophicfailure, 5hillion gallonsof durry will
haveonly oneplaceto go- downhill, inundating thetownin
thenarrow valey below it. Marfork Cod Co. (asubsidiary
of theviolation-prone Massey Energy) operatesit.

Sincethelate 1990s, Coa River Mountain Watch
and OVEC have been raising awareness about this
impoundment and chalenging cod industry “regulators’ to
stop permitting theexpans on of thisbehemoth lake of toxic
goo. We' ve won some concessionsaong theway, such as
forcing Marfork to monitor thegroundwater downgradient
of the impoundment for dangerous heavy metals like
mercury. The United Mine Workers of Americais also
gravely darmed over the dangersthisimpoundment poses
for minersand coalfield residents.

Susantd|sTed that thecommunity evacuation route
in the event of an impoundment failure calls for the
townspeopleof Whitesvilleto head towardsthemine. Now
there'sasorry exampleof planning!

Next, we buzz Sundial, atiny community in the
northwestern corner of Raleigh County, where an
impoundment appears above agrade school. | can only
imagine that the Buffalo Creek disaster would palein

continued on page 14



Maria Gunnoelivesbelow thismassivevalley fill. Her property hasbeen badly flooded ninetimesin thelast
threeyears. Beforethevalley fill went in, her property, which hasbeen in thefamily 50 year s, never experienced

such dreadful flooding.

Mountaintop Removal Flyover
continued from page 13

comparison to afailure occurring here during school hours.
Out of sight, out of mind.

Susan heads her little plane northeast towards
Kayford Mountain. My eyes can scarce believethe scope
and scal e of mountain massacre below. Between Princess
Beverly Mining (Massey Energy) and the SamplesMine
(ArchCod), Larry Gibson'slittlepieceof “heaven” isdmost
surrounded by thousands of acres of devastation. | recall
theironic wording on atombstonein the Stanley family
cemetery there: “Earth hath no sorrow that heaven cannot

Throughout thisflight, Jack has pointed out gigantic
valley fillsthat have smothered more than a 1,000 milesof
headwater streamsinWest Virginia. After explosivesblast
away therock above coal seams, huge trucks dump the
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debrisinto thevalleyswith littleforethought. Some, Jack
said, are several milesacrossat thetop of thefill; and he
explained how theoriginal intent of thefederal mining law
regarding valley fillswasto build them from the bottom up
toincrease stability.

Thesefillshowever, arelittlemorethanwastedumps
—a"“cheap” way for mountain destroyers to dispose of
“overburden” (aburdento their profit-taking?) —what we
knew asformer mountains.

Thisaerial view of the piecemeal destruction of
southern West Virginiaistheonly way to seeand truly grasp
theinhuman scaleof thismining.

A wave of relief sweepsover meas| pop amint
into my mouth, wonderingif the queasinessiscaused by the
occasiond bumpsduringtheflight—or am| literally Sckened
by dl theunnecessary destruction of our beloved mountains?



Industry trys to claim co-opting

CatholicLeadersTake Firsghand Look at MTR

Just afew daysbefore Christmas, several leaders
of the Catholic Church metin Hindman, Ky., totakeaclose
look at the effects of mountaintop removal on coalfield
communities. Theleaders, including threebishopsfromthe
Appdachian region, visited an activemountaintop removal
steand heard from mining representatives, aswell ascodfied
residents.

They visited with Rev. Steve Peake of Corinth
Baptist Churchin McRoberts, Ky., atown surrounded by
mountaintop removal.

OVEC member and Boone County resident Maria
Gunnoe (see photo at | eft) gave animpassioned talk onthe
havoc mountaintop removal had done to her home and
quality of life, showing picturesof the devastation that had
been caused by floods.

The Catholic |leaderswere very moved to seeand

Don’t Agonize! ORGANIZE!

Areyoutired of unrespongvebureaucratsthat foist
you off from one agency to another? Would you liketo
hold politiciansinyour district accountablefor thedecisons
that affect your quality of life? AreY OU ready to makea
differenceinthecommunity whereyoulive?If youanswered
yesto any of the above questions, reserve March 23" on
your caendar!

Learn some of the nuts and bolts of community
organizing by signing up and attending “ Face to Face:
Organizing for the Long Haul.” This daylong series of
organizing workshopsisbeing held March 23, 2004, (check
out the Events Calendar page on OVEC's website,
www.ohvec.org) at John XXIIl Pastoral Center, 100
HodgesRd., Charleston, WV.

Workshop sessionsincludebasic organizing sills,
base-building, codlition-building, using popular education
techniquesincommunity organizing, useof themedia, building
acampaign strategy and peace-building. Thisinvitationis
being extended to labor, faith-based, people of color,
environmental, community, university, peace and other
groups.

The Appalachian Institute at Wheeling Jesuit
University and the Ohio Valey Environmenta Coditionare
co-sponsoring thisone-day event, feeturing nationdly known
organizer/musician, S Kahn. Regidrationislimited, sogoply
now! Contact Todd Garland at: tgarland@wju.edu for
completedetailsor call Janet Fout at OVEC at (304) 522-
0246.
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hear the stories of all the affected individuals, but, asthe
Kentucky Coal Association later stated intheir newd etter
Cross Roads, there were those who felt that the |eaders
were being co-opted into calling for an end to mountai ntop
remova.

They felt it was organized “to lead attendees to
concludethe coal industry and mountaintop mining are
extremely harmful, not only to the environment, but tothe
peopleof Appaachia”

What follows is a reaction by Sister Robbie
Pentecost, one of the organizersof the conference.

Dear Editor:

As an organizer for the Bishops Mountaintop
Removal Forum, | was disappointed by the headline,
“Miners say mountaintop removal forum well-
intentioned but misguided,” (CrossRoads, Jan. 4, 2004)
emphasizing the mining industry’s point of view. The
forumwasindeed, well-intentioned, but not misguided.
When people’s homes, health, water, culture and lives
areat risk, the Church must seek information and stand
with those who are vulnerable.

The initial impetus for this forum came from
Bishop Walter Sullivan who wanted to see mountaintop
removal. From the beginning the organizers were
determined to include people involved in mining, and
we extended an invitation to Kenny Schmidt and Rusty
Justice, coal executives and Catholic parishioners in
Pikeville. The organizershelievein the Common Ground
Initiative approach - bringing people together within
our Church to dialogue about an important moral issue
that causes disagreement.

| would like to highlight the results of the forum.
First, Bishop Joe Kurtz of Knoxville clearly identified
the need to strengthen the regulations around
mountaintop removal and to better enforce the existing
laws. Secondly, the National Catholic Rural Life
Conference will emphasize mountaintop removal asan
example of why new national energy policiesare needed.
Thirdly, the Catholic Committee of Appalachia will
devel op materialsfor education and social analysiswith
young peopleworking in theregion during school breaks.
Finally, Jerry Hardt (a parishioner of &. Luke's in
Saylersville), Fr. John Rausch and | will continue the
dialogue with Kenny, Rusty and other S. Francis
parishionersinvolved in mining. These positive results
suggest a more appropriate headline.



Man's | nhumanity to Man

Thefolkswho owned thishomeon theMud River in Lincoln County built it themselvesin the 60s. They thought
they'd finish living their liveshere. They resisted selling to Arch Coal’'sland company, while neighbor after
neighbor did sell. Finally, theblasting got so close, their well water went bad...they knew their livescould never
bethesame. They sold and moved, offering up freeitemstowhoever happened down thehome-lessroad.

Lincoln County, WV, alongthe
Mud River. The homeowner
sold their property to Arch
Coal as mountaintop removal
encroached upon the old
homeplace.




BUFFALO CREEK: TwO STORIES
Feb. 26, 1972, Meets Today - One of the Latest Victims of King Coal is Jack Spadaro

by Tonya Adkins

Therushing waves of black water on arainy Saturday morning over 30 yearsago
toreaholein people'slivesthat hasnever been mended. Wewerevisiting anauntin Ohio
when we got the newsthat the Buffalo Creek dam had burst. | remember theawful drive
home, wondering if my aunts, uncles, and cousinson Buffalo Creek werediveor dead. The
telephonelineswere down, and then Gov. Arch Moore had called in the National Guardto :
closeoff thearea. Unableto get any news, two of my uncles climbed to theridgetopsand wal ked into Buffal o Creek.

Thefirst thing they encountered wasamakeshift morguewherethey were asked to i dentify bodies. The shattered,
blackened remains of aman, woman, and child could have been my aunt, uncleand their daughter. The bodieswere so
mangled that my uncles couldn’t be sure. Fortunately, they later found that all of my family had madeit to safety. One
hundred and twenty-five otherswere not asfortunate.

When the Nationa Guard reopened the area, we drove down there. | remember seeing furniturein treesand
houses smashed into splinters. | was8-years-old, and | remember thinking how awful theflood had been. Years|ater, |
realized that it was criminal negligence by the Pittston Coal Co. that caused the deaths of all those people.

The coa industry and many state officialshavelong treated the peopl e of the coalfieldsasadisposableresource.
Speaking after the disaster, Gov. Moore said, “ The only real sad part isthat the state of
West Virginiahastaken aterrible beating which far overshadowed the beating which the
individualsthat lost their livestook, and | consider thisan even greater tragedy.”

Thisblatant disregard for human lifestill permeatesthepolitical atmosphereof the
state. Coal companiesare allowed to continue operations, even after repeatedly releasing
toxic black sludgeinto streams and water supplies. Permitsareissued to build massive
durry impoundmentswith the potential for destroying even morelivesthan werelost on
Buffalo Creek. Then, thecod industry worksrelentlessy to marginaizeany dissenting voices.

Oneof thelatest victimsof the coal industry’seffort to silencethetruth is Jack Spadaro. Hewasamember of the
ad hoc commission Governor M oore appointed to investigate the Buffal o Creek disaster. Over thenext several years, he
worked toimprovethe safety level of durry impoundmentsinthe state. Now, Jack Spadaroisin danger of losing hisjob
asthe superintendent of the National Mine Safety and Health Academy because he spoke out about federal and industry
failuresregarding theinvestigationinto the 2000 Martin County coa durry spill near Inez, Ky.

Theresidentson Buffalo Creek were silenced aswell. Onewoman had written aletter to the governor complaining
about the unsafe condition of thedam at |east four yearsbeforeit broke, but nothing wasdoneabout it. Will it takeanother
Buffalo Creek disaster beforetheofficidsof thisgatelisten to the peoplewho arebeing affected by cod durry impoundments?

Thelivesof the people on Buffalo Creek were valuable, and thelivesof thoseliving in harm’sway today are
vauable. How long will it be before state official sand the Bush administration redlize theat thelives of peopleareimmensely
morevaluablethan achunk of coa?

It Should Never Have Happened

by Patty Adkins

Thetragedy on Buffalo Creek wasyearsin the making. Pittston Coal Co. began
dumping cod wasteonthemiddlefork of Buffao Creek in 1957. By 1968, thecod company
was dumping more waste another 600 feet upstream. By 1972, athird dam wasbuilt that
ranged from 45-60 feet in height.

The people of Buffalo Creek wereawarethat these damsexisted, and wereafraid that they might break. In 1967,
the U.S. Department of the Interior warned state official sthat the Buffalo Creek damsand 29 othersthroughout West
Virginiawereunsafe. Furthermore, Pittston had arecord of mining and safety violations. Still, neither the state nor mining
officilsmade any effort to deal with the problem of the durry impoundment on Buffalo Creek. | was 11-years-old when

continued on page 18

All photos from WV Division
of Culture and History
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Buffalo Creek Stories
continued from page 17

the Buffalo Creek disaster occurred. My family lived on
Braeholm Hill and we stood there that morning and watched
the devastation unfold. Everything seemed to be happening
indow motion as| watched peoplein housesand vehicles
float by. | remember the sound of the black water breaking
the houses apart, and seeing animal strying to stay afloat in
the raging waters. And after the water went down, |

L OS S

Inspired by Robert Gates’
film on the effects of moun-
taintop removal -

- collageby Steve Fesenmaier

remember seeing two men pull the dead body of awoman
fromahousethat had beenlodged against thetrain trestle.
Atthetime, | thought it wasaterrible natural disaster. It
wasonly asan adult that | realized all those deathswere
caused by the negligenceof thecoal industry.

Thesurvivorsof the Buffalo Creek disaster haveto
livewiththememoriesof that day. If Stateofficia shad taken
heed in 1967 when they were warned of the dangers of
theseimpoundment dams, therewouldn’t bean anniversary
of thistragedy on February 26. State official stoday should
not et history repeat itself.

Groupskick off coal
dudgeimpoundment
safety campaign

Three West Virginia
citizens groupshavejoinedforces
to work on a “Sludge Safety
Project” aimed at lessening the
health and safety problems coal
wasteimpoundments posefor the
state'sresidents.

The Sludge Safety Project
(SSP) isacollaborativeeffort of the
Whitesville-based Coal River
Mountain Watch, Delbarton
Environmental Community
Awareness Foundation and
OVEC.

SSPwill work to seethat
state policiesareenacted to protect
West Virginiansfrom the dangers
of cod dudgeimpoundments.

The project aims to
Increase awareness among state
policy makersthat something must
be done about the clear threat of
cod dudgeimpoundments.

Inoneof itsfirs efforts, the
groupwill deliver aletter todl sate
legislatorsasking for their helpin
beginningto develop planstolessen
the threats that coal sludge
impoundmentsrepresent to human
hedthand wdll-being, aswell asthe
state’ seconomy and environment.

MUCKED - man-made dis-
asters - flash floods in the
coalfields (2003, 54 mins.)



Keep Up the Good Work to Bring Back Jack!

At lunchtimeon abrisk
Tuesday in January, about 60
people rallied outside the
downtown Charleston, WV, post
officeto help the Friends of the
Mountains kick off our Bring

state government five or six
years. Thisisthemost lawless
administration |’ ve ever seen.
They run roughshod over
anybody who might try to get
themto obey thelaws.”

Back Jack Campaign. Now, in an outrageous
Over 100 letters to move, the Mine Safety and
Secretary of Labor Elaine Chao Health Administration has
weremailed that day, asking her decided to demote Jack, cut his
to pleasereinstate Jack Spadaro pay, and make him move out of
to hisjob assuperintendent of the West Virginia, wherehehaslived
Xé;ﬁlijg;i};Bﬁwmﬁi:;g L ocal and national mediawereout in for cfor wﬂgmiggzleﬁ iosf S'g'ha:]
. | .
A Peoplehavecontinued theBring Back Jack! event in Charleston. Corrdl.
mailingletterssincethat day. Thank you for thetremendous A July 20, 2003, article by the Charleston
response! Gazette'sKen Ward, “ Academy chief seeksprotection,”

Jack’s case has attracted alot of mediaattention.
Sxty Minutes filmed our kick-off event and will air a
segment on Jack and BushCo., probably in March.
Audubon Magazinewill runanarticlesoon. Nationa Public
Radio ran a story in which Jack said, “I’ve been in
government 27 years, infederal government, and | wasin

Thelinetomail letter sto Washington, DC, in support
of Jack Spadar o stretched around theblock and was
filmed by television newscrews.

MTR Story Hitsthe Airwaves

National Public Radio’s* All Things Considered”
news program spoke with four OVEC members for a
segment onthe proposed Buffer Rulechange. Hear thestory
onlinea:
www.npr.org/rundowns/segment.phpwfld=1697533. ﬁ
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reports: “ A longtimefedera mineingpector thisweek filed
acomplaint that allegesthe Bush administration retaliated
againgt himfor reporting aleged wrongdoing by Ass stant
Secretary of Labor DaveLauriski....Jack Spadaroand his
Charleston lawyer, Jason Huber, filed the complaint
...(which)...allegesthat top MSHA deputies John Caylor
and John Correll wereinvolvedinaplot to punishhimfor
revealing problemswithintheagency.”
TAKEACTION FOR JACK

Please write Senators Byrd and Rockefeller,
aswell asCalifornia Congressman GeorgeMiller. Ask
them to stop this outrageous demotion and transfer. Jack
should bereinstated to his position: Superintendent of the
Mine Safety and Health Administration’sNationa Mining
Academy. Ask thelegidlators why the Office of Special
Counsel hastaken solongto intervene on Jack’s behalf.
Tel themyouthink itiswrong for John Corell to beinvolved
inany decisionsabout Jack.

Your message could mention that Jack is a
whistleblower whosejob should be protected. After all, he
has dedi cated 30-some yearsto attempting to protect the
people, communitiesand environment of the Appa achians.

Nowadays, it's best to either make calls or send
lettersviae-mail or fax:

Sen. Byrd: senator_byrd@byrd.senate.gov, (202) 224-
3954, fax (202) 224-4168.

Sen. Rockefeller: senator@rockefeller.senate.gov, (202)
224-6472, fax (202) 228-1610.

Congressman Miller: George.Miller@mail .house.gov,
(202) 225-2095, fax (202) 225-5609.



Getting the Vote Out in 2004 - Forums Scheduled

by Abe Mwaura

OVEC and the Huntington-Cabell branch of
NAACPareworking together to get out thevotethisyear.
The campaign seeks to empower the voting block in
Huntington’sDidtrict 5, alargely minority and mainly lower-
income population that isunderrepresentedinloca and state
politics

Recently, the boundariesof Didtrict 5wereexpanded
toinclude partsof amiddle-upper classneighborhood. The
change sapped strength from the former District 5, as
minority neighborhoods have about a60 percent lower voter
turnout than the new communitiesadded to thedigtrict. The
former minority District 5 had voter turnoutsaslow as 35
percent, whilethe neighborhoods added to thedistrict have
consistently turned out over 90 percent of registered voters.

Thisisnot just atrend among thevotersinthisone
minority district; itisalso atrend intheentire state. Only
1,060,892 (76 percent) of the state’'s1.4 million eligible
voterswere actualy registered in 2000. The other factor is
that only 660,489 (61 percent) of thoseregistered actually
voted. That'sandigiblevoter turnout rate of only 47 percent.

This gap in voter turnout creates a gap in
representation. Therearefive candidatesvyingfor theone
Seet to represent Digtrict 5 on Huntington City Council. Two
candidatesarefrom outsidetheformer Didtrict 5 and would
likely represent theinterests of the better-off neighborhoods.
If the voting trends continue asthey have and one of these
candidatesisdected, resourceswill befurther drained from
theminority populationinHuntington.

Thisgap in representation between the high-income
population and those with lower-incomes is present
elsewhereinthe state. Theinterests of thosewith higher
incomesusudly prevail over thosewithlower incomes, partly
because higher-income peopletend to turn out to votein
higher numbers.

OVEC and the NAACP will be providing an
opportunity for theresidentsof theminority neighborhoods
to meet their potentia representativesby havinga“ meet the
candidates’ event on April 13from 6-8 p.m. at the A.D.
LewisCommunity Center inHuntington (prior totheprimary
elections). We'll co-sponsor asecond such event before
thegenera eectionsin November.

Additionaly, theNAACPYouth Council isplanning
to canvassthe neighborhoodsin order to raise awareness
of theissues, register new peopletovote, activatethevoting
population, and thusdraw bigger numberstothepolls. The
NAACPyoutharedso goingto organizeandfacilitatevoting

day events, from which peoplewill be
taken to the polls to encourage voter
turnout. After dl, your voteisyour voice!

To get more information about the
planned events, or to volunteer, call Abe at
(304) 522-0246.

Taking the TRUTH About MTR on

the Road " Up North" to New York
by Larry Gibson

From Feb. 5-19, | spoke nine times about
mountaintop removal/valley fill strip mining and about the
impacts of burning coal in power plants (acid rain) in
Connecticut and New York. | wanted peoplethereto know
how important it wasfor themto know what’ shappeningin
West Virginiaand why they should care.

For me, the trip and the people were great. |
clocked 1,800 more mileson my truck —plusall thetrain
and subway rides. People really wanted to hear about
mountaintop removal and learn waysthat they could help.
And they were moved enough to take action. Whilel was
there, folkswrote and mailed lettersand postcardsto their
federa representativesin Congress.

| send my thanksto all the peoplewho helped me,
like Judy and Keith Weinburg, who made sure | had the
right food for my troubled stomach, to thekind lady onthe
subway, and to al the people who went out of their way to
make arrangementsfor meetings—all of you—I foundyou
werethe best.

The one sad thing about thetrip was coming back
and not knowing if | would ever seethem again, though |
did invitethem all to come see mountaintop removal for
themsalves. | dowhat | do because of peoplelikethis(and
my lovefor themountains). Thank you, Rev. Mary Ramsey!
My thoughtsarewith youl!
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WYV Environmental Council’s 15th Annual E-Day!

Kudos again this year to WV Environmental
Council’s Denise Poolefor organi zing another fabul ous E-
Day! at the State Capitol. Since 1990, the WV EC hasheld
E-Day! tofocusattention onthedate senvironmenta groups
and issues, and to support citizen lobbying on current
legidation.

Congratulationsto OV EC' sco-director, Janet Fout,
eeresss——— VN0 WON this year’s Mother
Jones Award, the WVEC's
highest award, given to one
who, likeM other Jones, fights
likehdl for theliving.

Now three OVEC
staffershavewon thisaward.
In 2001, Laura Forman won
theaward posthumoudy, while
Vivian Stockman hed the honor
in 1999. Last year. Dianne
Bady won WV Citizen Action
Group’s Thomas A. Knight
Excalibur Award. In 2000,
Laura, Dianneand Janet won

Quick, Someone - Hidethe Enviros!

by Vivian Sockman

Inthe 15 years E-Day! hasbeen held at the State
Capitol, our environmenta exhibitshaveonly beenupstairs
(themainfloor) twice. Thisyear, wewere again bumped
backed down to the ground floor, so that soft drink
manufacturerscould giveaway their productsupstairs.

Yup, the people working for clean air and clean
water wererelegated to thelower levelsso that pushers of
sugar- and chemical-laden water could have unfettered
accesstolegidators.

Yup, while the WV Citizen Action Group was
downstairseduceting folksabout the Bottle Bill that CAG's
LindaMallet and others have worked so hard to promote,
commercial interests were upstairs opposing the
environmentaly-smart bill.

You can bet that the sugar-pushershave afew other
reasons to want to sweeten WV legislators to their
viewpoints.

Here at home and around theworld, citizensare
fighting to keep Soda Baronsfrom absconding with huge
guantitiesof their freshwater. More peoplearetryingto
get soft drinks out of schoolsal so, noting the super-sized

Janet Fout receivesthe
M other JonesAward.
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the Ford Foundetion’s
Leadership for A
Changing World
Award. That's one
award winning team!
Hmmm.
Laura relished soy
products, as do Viv
ZQSeci (,j?;'l ovz (t)rtlz Jack Spradarogetsinterviewed.
tofumadein Spencer, WV, by Spring Creek Natura Foods,
whichrecelved thisyear’s Green Entrepreneur Award from
the E-Council. | sthere something about tof u-powering your
work to make it award winning? Well, maybe not. This
year’s Linda Schnautz Environmental Courage Award
winner, Patty Sebok, openly declared hostility toward tofu.
Other E-Council award winners FredaWilliams,
who won the Laura Forman Grassroots Environmental
Activist Award, and Jack Spadaro, who won the Chuck
Chambers Public Service Award, were not heard
commenting on the tofu subject. Soy-crazy or not,
congratulationsto all theaward winners!

Joining Ken Hechler during E-Day! are Sylvester
residents, from left, Haline Thompson, Pauline
Canterberryand Mary Miller. Their " Victimsof Coal"
T-shirts put forward the truth absent in Big Coal's
latest propaganda campaign.

amountsof sugar inthesedrinks, and theincreasing numbers
of super-sized kids.

Activists, too, areexposing pesticidesin sodasin
Indiaand human rightsabusesby bottling companiesaround
the world. To learn more about Soda Savagery see
www.killercokeorg.  ©
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( THANKS!

Volunteersand active members of OVEC are
the lifeblood of our organization. We wouldn't be
nearly aseffectivewithout their help! A specia thank
you goes out to Jane Flesher who helped with our
last mailing of Winds of Change and has now taken
on the responsihility of keeping up with our news
clippings. Barbara Smith, Winnie Fox and Mary
Wildfire all helped to “person” OVEC'stables at E-
Day! at the State Capitol. Thanks, ladies! “Thank
you” to all OVEC’sboard memberswho are faithful
in attending meetings and guiding the organization.
You al arewonderful! A special thanksgoesto John
Taylor and LaShondaBare who serveas OVEC's co-
chairs. MorekudosgotoAdam Brown, Elinore Taylor
and Dan Kash who help with our mailings. To all of
you who responded to OVEC’s winter membership
renewal request —thanks, thanks! Your local support
is absolutely essential. Every dollar you donate
provides vital financial support without which we
could not keep our doors open. Even if you can’'t
support OV EC financially, but you keep your family,
friends and neighborsinformed about OV EC’sissue
work, know that you, too, are appreciated aswework
together to make West Virginiaabetter placetolive.

An extrabig shout out (of thanks!) to all our
memberswho called their |egislators about the Clean
Elections Act, particularly those in the districts of
Senators Harrison and Oliverio and Delegates Hrutkay
and Stemple. Our members in these districts made
key, influential phone calls that have helped further
our pursuit of “cleaner, greener” elections. Take some
credit for helping to keep thislegislation aliveinthe
2004 session!

We especially want to thank our labor friends
from the Affiliated Construction Trades Foundation
who paid for the printing of PERC’s 2002 Election
Cycle Report and who generously offer the use of
their meeting room for our monthly Citizensfor Clean
Elections meetings. OVEC aso acknowledges and
thanksthelaw firm of Crandall, Pyles, Haviland and
Turner in Charleston, WV, for their monetary gift to
further our clean elections work, and Debbie Wells
who wrote and sent the proposal on OVEC's behalf.
OVEC aso thanks the Dunn Family Fund for the
Environment and Educationin Mineral Wells, WV, for
their very generous donation to support OVEC'swork.

To each and every one of you who hel p shape
OVEC, beit by anything fromreading our action aerts,
to attending meetings, to planning events and

protests...however you take part — THANK YOU!
L J
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Mar ch 23,2004 - 8am.- 3: 15 p.m. at John XXI11 Pastoral
Center, 100 Hodges Road, Charleston, WV. Faceto Face:
Organizingfor theLongHaul. If youareinterestedinbuilding
community leadersand strengthening your organization or
arenew to community organizing, thisistheworkshop for
you. The AppaachianIndituteat Whedling Jesuit University
and the OV EC are co-sponsoring thisone day event, which
features nationally known organizer/musician, St Kahn.
Regigtrationislimited, so contact the office ASAPfor more
info, (304) 522-0246.

March 24-30 - West VirginiaFilm Festival at The Two
Boots Pioneer Theater, 155 East 3rd Street (at Ave. A),
New York, NY. Filmsto bescreened include Robert Gates
In Memory of the Land and People and Mucked.
Appalshop’sRobert Slayer will show aworking copy of
Sudge, featuring Jack Spadaro.

March 30 - Speak out against Bush’s stream
destruction! Please bring your friendsand family to the
public hearings on proposed changesto the Buffer Zone
Rule. Weneed abig turnout! Seetherdated informationin
thisnewdetter. The proposed changeswill legdizetheillegd

continued on page 23

Wow ... We Made the DEP'sWeb Page

On their website, the WV Department of
Environmental Protection, wroteabout E-Day!:

“Environmentdistsfrom acrossthe state set up shop
at the Capitol to highlight environmental issuesthat affect
West Virginia. DEP Cabinet Secretary Stephanie R.
Timmermeyer took note of the myriad displays at the
Legidatureand said, “ | appreciatecitizens timeand effort
to bring attention to theissuesthat affect the DEP. There
arealot of familiar facesintheseenvironmentd organizations
that put atremendous amount of work into protecting the
environment. They provideinsight into West Virginia's
environmenta strengthsand weaknesses, not only during
the Legidative session, but throughout theyear.”

Then, apparently, Timmermeyer went off to rubber
stamp afew morethousand acres of mountai ntop massacre

and stream destruction. €



Calendar
continued from page 22

- coa companieswill begivenfreereinto destroy streams
andfill valeyswith millionsof tonsof minewaste. Joinuson
March 30 from 6-9 p.m. at the Charleston Civic Center,
Room 206. For carpooling information, call the office at
304-522-0246. If you arein DC, PA, TN or KY, check
our websitefor information on same-day hearings.

April 7 - Written commentsdue on proposed stream Buffer
Zonerule changes. For asampleletter, contact the office.
To comment, send an e-mail to osmrules@osmre.gov, or
write: OSM Administrative Room 101 1951 Constitution
Avenue, NW Washington, DC 20240.

April 13- 6 p.m., the Huntington Branch of the NAACP
and OV EC are sponsoring acandidates forumat the A.D.
Lewis Community Center. Theforumisfor Huntington
mayora candidatesand Didtrict 5 council candidates. Didtrict

5includesFairfield East and Fairfield West.
April 22 - Earth Day. Check the OV EC websitefor updates.

April 29-May 1- CommissononReigionin Appaachia
(CORA) 2004 ADPC Spring Gathering a BreaksInterstate
Park located in Breaks, Va. TheAppalachian Development
Projects Coalition hoststhis Spring Gathering of CORA
funded groups. 1t’'saweekend of workshops, networking
with other good folksin Appalachiaand fun!

May 21 - OVEC'sTreehuggers Ball at Calamity Caféin
Huntington (tentative).

May 27-31 - Heartwood'sannual Forest Council mesting,
Caroline Furnace L utheran Camp and Retreat Center, 2239
Camp Roosevelt Rd., Fort Valley, Va.; visit Heartwood's
websiteto check for registrationinformation.

%

polluting technologies.
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Donation

Name

Make a DIFFERENCE! Join a WINNING TEAM:! Get ACTIVE with OVEC!

IC OVEC stopped plans for a toxic waste incinerator in Ohio that would have imported waste from across the nation.
OVEC organizing forced an end to chronic pollution violations at the Ashland Oil refinery in Catlettsburg, Ky.
OVEC led the broad effort to stop plans for the nation’s largest pulp mill, which would have used outdated, heavily

An OVEC lawsuit compelled state government to enforce important provisions of the federal Clean Water Act.
OVEC worked with other groups to stimulate passage of first-step campaign finance reform laws in West Virginia.
OVEC is changing the face of "politics as usual" in West Virginia through our Clean Elections work.

OVEC is committed to bringing an end to mountaintop removal/valley fill strip mining.

Cut this coupon out today and mail to: OVEC, P.O. Box 6753, Huntington, WV 25773-6753
New member or renewal (Dues $15-$30 yearly, pay what you can)

Please add me to OVEC'’s e-mail Action Alert! list

N

Address

City/State

Phone

E-mail

\§

For more information call (304) 522-0246 or go to www.ohvec.org
Remember — All donations to OVEC are tax deductible!




A valley fill oozestoward atiny community in southern WV, playing " The Neighborsfrom Hell" on a massive scale.
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