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What Part Don't Coal CompaniesUnder stand?

"And God
saw
everything
he had
made,
and
behold, it
was very
good."
Genesis
1:31

Thisnew OVEC design just went up on oneof thelar gebillboar dson Inter state 64 near Hurricane, on theway in to Charleston.
OVEC ownsthebanner used on thisbillboard. If you’dliketo rent billboard space el sewherewhen our leaseisup after 90 days, just

let us know!

Whether you'rereligious or not, if you love the
beauty of West Virginia's mountains, you probably fed these
mountainsare sacred - and that it isgrievously wrong to
blow them up.

We need to continue fighting to bring justice to
peoplewhoselives have been devastated by mountaintop
removal/valley fill stripmining. We need towork to slow
thefeared ondaught of new mountaintop removal permits,
permitsthat havethe persona blessing of GeorgeW. Bush
(seearticleinsdeabout the hopeful new Pallone/Shayshill
introducedinthe U.S. Congress.)

But wea so needto publicly acknowledgetheoveral

carnage, theecocide of mountai ntop remova, that continues
togoonhere. Itisjust planwrongfor powerful corporations
toliquidate thetreasures of our worldfor their gain.

If you' dliketo seemorebillboardslikethis, or see
thisdesign usedin OV EC newspaper ads, could you please
send acheck to help makethishappen? (Seepage19).
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Remembering
Laura

by Dianne Bady

In typical Laurafashion,
when she left us so abruptly, she
went out with a splash. She
collapsed and died surrounded by
TV cameras, surrounded by people
who loved her, at a stop-
mountai ntop-removal protest that
shehad organized.

What can we learn from
Laura'slife, whilewe continueto
mourn our loss of this beautiful
womanwho profoundly touched so

mary?

Her tragic passing was
reported in detail by statewide
newspapers, TV and radio. The
day after her death, OVEC's
answering machine had messages
from dozens of sobbing people. Laura's memoria
servicewas packed with 400 mourners; it lasted over
three hours because person after person got up totell
how she had influenced their lives. No one had ever
seen anything likethisbefore.

I’mamuch better person for having beenclose
to Laurafor nineyears. Many, many othershavetaked
about how she brought out thebest inthem. What was
it about Laura, that shewassuch astronginfluenceon
SO many people?

Lauraloved —fiercely. Sheloved her family,
her friends, and thefriends sheworked withwhowere
fighting for their communities, their homes, their beloved
landscapes, and their very lives. Lauraloved the
grandeur of the southern West Virginiamountains. It
wasthat lovethat pushed her onto her feet and into the
faces of thosewho promoted the annihilation of some
of themost biodiversetemperateforestson the planet.

Laura understood that the key element in
fighting for environmentd judticeisbuilding relaionships
with other peoplewho care. It'snot just about having
thebest facts, about making themost articul ate speeches,
about keeping up with your accumul ated pilesof papers.
It'sall about connecting with other people, caring for

Laura Forman February 1, 1962 - December 10, 2001
Thislovely cloth collagenow hangsin the OVEC office. It wascr eated
by Charleston artist Winter Rossand commissioned by Dave Cooper
asaChristmasgift totheother OVEC staff.

thosewho fight s de-by-sidewithyou, and heping others

toget upwhenthey fdl. 1t'sbeingwillingto put up with
other peopl€e sfaultsand seeing thegold that lieswithin
their hearts. Eloquence alonewon’t win our battles,
neither will irrefutablefacts, what DOES makethemost
differenceismasses of peoplewho arewilling to pry
themselvesoff of their couchesand get involved.

Here'safew quotesfrom the news coverage

of Laura spassing:
“Laurawill bebest remembered asastaunch advocate
for codfield res dentsaffected by mountaintop remova
mining. Laurawas doing what she did best and what
sheloved —motivating peoplearound anissue,” said
LindaMallet of WV Citizen Action Group.

“She taught me a lot about people, about
organizing peopleand about how toreach people,” said
Judy Bondsof Coa River Mountain Watch, located in
thebelly of the mountaintop removal beast.

OV EC board member Elinore Taylor said“ She
was tough when she dealt with coa operators and
legislators. But at the same time, she was one of the
most kind-hearted and gentle persons| know.”

Being closeto L aurataught metolook for, and

continued on page 3




Don't Despair - Organize and Fight Back Instead!

by Vivian Sockman

Open the newspaper, turn on the news, even talk
with your friends—you caninstantly get your overdose of
doomand gloom.

Looming over whatever we do each day is the
prospect of war, the ultimate social and environmental
nightmare. War istheworst possible energy strategy our
government could pursue. Everyone knowsthis potential

Remembering Laura
continued from page 2

express, thehumor ineventhemost deadly serioussituations.
Because of her, | laugh moreinmy work.

For al of us who painfully miss Laura, let’'s
remember her by carrying on her work and her style. Do
you want to save the mountains? Then reach out to other
peoplewho care. Get to know thosewho sharein our fight
—learn moreabout their lives, support themwhentimesare
tough for them. Put up with their faults, but talk gently and
openly to them about those faultsif they cause problems.
Invite someone new to the next action, then greet them
warmly and introduce them to otherswhen they show up.

Takethetimeto love—dow down sometimesand
just appreciate thelovethat | Sthere deep in your heart.
And then act upon that love, with courage and humor.
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war is, inmajor part, about Irag’soil. After al, thereare
other countrieswith both brutal despots and weapons of
mass destruction, plus Al Qaeda has ties to at least 60
countries, yet we aren't about to bomb al of them.

What does our Governor think?Heisonrecord as
saying anextended war will bring moreattentiontoAmerica’s
coafields! TheNationa Mining Association, initslatest
aggressive public relationspush, istouting cod asimportant
for “homeland security” (which may sell with peoplewhose
homesaren'tinthecodfieds).

JudgeHaden'slatest ruling that certain valley fills
areillegal hasbeen overturned. But, remember, lawsuits
arebut oneaspect of amulti-pronged, multi-group campaign
against the massacre of our mountains. Morelawsuitsare
ongoing and intheworks, asare many other aspectsof the
campaign.

Thecoal industry wantsamajor roll back of state
mining laws, justin casethey areever forced to obey them.
Massey Energy is flooding the airwaves with ads so
mideading that the Department of Environmenta Protection
mining division chief has complained about them to the
L egidature, though at |east one Senator haspublicly stated
hebelievestheads.

But...don’t let theba***ardsbring you down! You
don’t need metotell you about all the beauty and goodness
inlife—friends, family, fun, nature, religionand more.

You know therest of thistoo, but it bearsrepeating.
Groupslike OV EC are hel ping to safeguard the good things
inlife, by acting asagentsfor positivechange. That'sright,
your participationin organized actionsiscritical. Not only
isprotesting good for your health (according to arecent
study), but organized actionsdo get results. You'll note
someorganized citizens latest victoriesinthisnewdetter —
Sylvester residents having their day in court and Peytona
being saved, at least for now, from amassive dusting by
Massey.

Fortunately, membershipin OVEC hasincreased
over the last year. We expect the attack on federal and
sateenvironmenta lawswill bring even morefolksintothe
fold. That’'sgreat becausewe need an ever-growing chorus
of peopledemanding an end to theabuse of our environmen.
Asever, continueyour |etterstotheeditor andtolegidators.
Work to get your friendsand neighborsinvolved. Stay tuned
for upcoming actions! We arein thisfor the long haul —
because our futuresdepend onit!

And remember —we have way morefun than the
bad guys!



West Virginia Bill for Public Financing of Elections Advancing

by John Taylor

On the surface of things
theright to voteispretty muchthe
most honored and respected right
that we haveinthiscountry. Most
usually, the court decisions on
voting describeit asa“right,” an
“entitlement” or a“ privilege.”

Also, themajor trend in
the court system’sopinionsisto
expand the voting popul ation by
getting rid of the barrierserected
inthebad old days such as skin color, gender, poverty and
criminal record.

TheWest VirginiaSupreme Court told usin 1942
that al votinglawsand regulationsinWest Virginiamust be
interpreted liberaly toward theright to vote. Written public
policy isdesigned to increase the number of peoplewho
participateinour electoral process.

Our public policy on inclusion and increasing
participation demonstrates an unacceptabl e discrepancy
between theory and practice. Asanation, our theory and
policy ondectionsisripped. Anyonewhothinkswe redoing
good on thisneedsto explain why only about 40 percent of
eligibleWest Virginiansvotedinthelast election. You call
thisgood?

Be serious! Why would any person of normal
intelligencefed good about voting whenyou know daggoned
well theresultsarenot goingtofully andfairly reflect thewill
of themajority of theworking classof thiscountry. When
you know the entire system isdesigned for the needs and
desiresof rich people, what'sto like? Not very much unless
you' rearich persontoo.

When it comesto dlecting our leaders, we' retrying
to make production with dysfunctiona machinery.

Parts are broken and banging around in there.
Threads are stripped and bearings are burned out on the
machinery we haveto useto conduct the most seriousand
significant, and the most dangerous, of our collectiveand
socid tasks, i.e., thedection of our leedersand governments.
(“Dangerous’ becauseof theharmful and demoralizing socid
consequencesof eectionsthat don't givefull andfair results,
electionsthat are twisted and distorted by theinfusion of
excessive money and influenceinto the processfrom Day
number 1 until the counting and canvassing of the ballots
cast.)

A CleanElectionsBill isafoot thislegidativesession

Rep. Marley (center), answers questions from
Dan Sammons, left, attorney for theWV House
Judiciary about Maine's Clean Elections bill,
as Si Galperin takes notes.

in West Virginia. OVEC has
played alead rolein making that
happen.

Wead havewitnessedfirst
hand how large corporate
interests influenceand control the
environmental political agenda
every day.

Having cleaner elections
ispivota tothe possbility that we
will ever have clean air, pure
water, and apristinelandscape.

OVECfalksjoined withtheWest VirginiaPatriots
for Peace, Marshall Actionfor Peaceful Solutions (that's
MAPSsudents Tony Curtis, Abraham Mwaura, andMaggie
Fry pictured above) and othersoutsi dethe Charleston Civic
Center to protest the plansfor war during President Bush's
HalloweenvisttoWest Virginia

National Guard Col. Bill Raney, whoispresident
of theWest VirginiaCoal Association, wasseen scurrying
into the venue. Perhapshewas on hisway to deliver more
money to Fossi| Fuel administration, and to West Virginia
Ccongresswoman Shelley Moore Capito? The Center for
Responsive Politics says Capito isthe current top recipient
among al House membersin contributionsfrom coa and
theminingindustry: $82,250. Thecod-burningdectric utility
industry gave her nearly $33,000 thiselection cycle, while
oil and gasinterestsgave her $47,000. Now, Coal isgetting
its paybacks, asBush and Co. push for an open throttle on
mountai ntop remova mining. War inthe coafields. War in
theailfields. It'sthe scariest Halloween we've ever spent.



West Virginia'sClean Election Law - Let'sDothe
Right Thing and Return Honor to the Process

by John Taylor

Manedaerepresentative
Boyd Marley visited us Feb. 2-3
as a guest of the WV Clean
ElectionsCaodition.

Mr. Marley wasedlectedin
2000 under the Maine Clean
ElectionsAct. Hewasinvitedto
cometoWest Virginiaandtell our
legislators how the Maine act
worksin actual practice. (OVEC
arranged and paid for hisvisit.)

During our press
conferencewithMarley, Secretary
of State Joe Manchin said 66
percent of Mainevotersvoted in
their 2000 electioncycle, insharp
and dismal contrast with West
Virginia's record of around 40
percent.

Marley saida“sgnificant

i

Asan ambassador for clean, publicly funded elections,
State Rep. Marley explains to an attentive audience
that 77 per cent of Main€' sstate Senateand 55 per cent
of the state Representatives are Clean Elections
legidators after the 2002 election. Attendees at the
public reception learned all about this creative,
voluntary system for financing elections.

What’'s Not To

Marley said,
“Thislaw seversthe
perception that money
buysvotes’ and*“puts
integrity back intothe
process” while it
“bringsit downtothe
grassrootsleve.”

Quedtion: Are
the terms “honor,”
“integrity,” “grass
roots level” and
“trangparent election
process’ soforeignto
our understanding of
election campaign
finance, sodestructive
of our “normal” and
“usual” procedures

majority” (around 60 percent) of
M aine candidates supported the Clean El ections Process,
“and saidthey would useit again.”

Oneof themain benefitswas candidates increased
creativity in getting out to meet the public and raising the
necessary “ seed money” and* qualifying contributions.” For
example, he said he does not refer any more to “Fund
Raising” but instead uses the term “Friend Raising” to
describethe processof obtaining seed money and qualifying
contributionsfrom hisconstituentsand supporters.

During hisvisit, Marley met with House Speaker
Robert Kiss and spoke to agood number of personsat a
public reception at the University of Charleston.

Marley also met with the entire Senate Judiciary
committee and the El ections Subcommittee of the House
Judiciary Committee. Hewasfeatured at apressconference
at the Secretary of State’ s officeand wasinterviewed on
thelocal PBS newsshow “ Your Legidature Today.”

During his visit with the House Elections Sub-
Committeehesaid, “ There'shonor in public service. This
law puts honor back into public service. We'retrying to
make the el ection processtransparent.” One of hismain
pointswasthe successof theMainelaw inincreasing public
participationinelections.

that the change the
Clean ElectionsBill will bringto our election processisso
utterly unthinkableand impossibleto enact?

Canit possibly bethat we prefer our usual way of
continued on page 6

Linda Mallet, Gary Zuckett and Maine state
representative Boyd Marley discuss the success
of Clean Electionsin Maineand theWest Virginia
Clean Elections Act at a public reception at the

University of Charleston. photos by Janet Fout



Clean Elections
continued from page 5

doing business and electing our legislative
representatives even though theresult is40 percent voter
participation and aprevaent cynica public perceptionthat,
yesindeed, “money buysvotes.”

Why would any sincere person freely chooseto
seek public officeknowing that big money hastwisted and
perverted our €l ectionsto the point that the entire process
isgenerdly viewed by citizensasacynical, hypercritical
and shallow process?

The answer seemsto be that those people who
would favor our current profoundly flawed system, favor it
because, and only because, they profit greatly fromit, and
thereforeresist changingit.

)
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Friday, Feb. 28, 6 p.m. Taylor Books, 226 Capitol Street,
Charleston. Book party with acclaimed West Virginiaauthor
Denise Giardina, celebrating the publication of Fallam's
Secret, Denise’s brand new book. Fallam is a fictional
mountain lost forever to mountaintop removal. Or isit? Only
time (travel) will tell. Denise will read from and sign copies
of the book. Music and refreshments, aswell aslots of good
people, round out the event.

Friday — Sunday, March 7-9, OVEC's Fourth Summit for
the Mountains at Pipestem State Park. Call the office at
(304) 522-0246 to seeif any spaces are |eft.

April 9-13, “Final Assault,” aplay by actor David Selby (a
West Virginia native) about mountaintop removal will be
performed by the Charleston Stage Company at the WV
State College Capitol Center Theatre, 123 Summers St.,
Charleston. The drama is about an environmental activist
who struggles against a coal company’s attempt to expand
mountaintop removal/valley fill mining. Call (304) 343-5272.

Saturday, May 17, Conference in Charleston on the Free
Trade in the Americas Act. More details coming.

Friday, May 23, 7:30 p.m., the Rev. Fred Small of Littleton,
Mass., will speak on*“Wake Now My Senses. The Religious
Imperative of Earth Stewardship.” Thisis one of the River
Series forums at The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of
the Kanawha Valley, 520 Kanawha Blvd. W., Charleston.
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China - Nehlen remark unwise
Charleston Gazette, Monday Jan. 20, 2003

DON NEHLEN should stick with
football. He is well on the way toward
embarrassing himself as King Coal’s new
spokesman.

Nehlen is to be chief spokesman for a
massive publicrelationscampaign paid for by
“Friends of Coal.” At hisinaugural effort, a
speech before the West Virginia Coal
Association’s annual symposium, the former
M ountaineer scoach sounded likeacaricature
of himself.

“The best defense is a good offense,”
hesaid of the PR effort. “ You guysare 10 or 11
and 0, and everyonetalkslikeyou're5 and 6.
When you’rewinning, we' ve got to let people
Know.”

WEell, at least he said nothing about
giving 110 percent totheeffort.

But thewor st camewhen heessentially
suggested that West Virginia follow China’s
regulatory model.

“Let’s get some of these doggone
regulationseliminated or at least made sound,
soguyscan minecoal,” hesaid. “1 don’t exactly
know theregulations, but I’'m smart enough to
know that in China, they minefor six bucksa
ton, and we havegot to beableto competewith
them.”

China may mine coal for “six bucks a
ton,” but the cost in lives and environmental
devastation isenormous. Chinakillsalmost as
many miners every year as West Virginia
employs. Experts say that 10,000 Chinese
minersdieevery year.

Those “doggone regulations” that
Nehlen complains about help make West
Virginiaminessafer. Six-dollar-a-ton coal may
be worth the price for the coal companies
Nehlen isshillingfor, but thehuman toll would
be too horrible for most rational people to
consider.

(Winds of Change Ed. note: Thanks to OVEC'’s Viv
Stockman for digging up the China mining deaths
information which the Gazette used so well.)




Sylvester '‘Dustbusters Beat Up On Massey Energy

by Vivian Sockman

Massey Energy isgoing to need awholebunchmore
ads. The shiny “good neighbor” image it is trying so
desperately to cultivatejust got tarnished again—thistime
not by sludge, but by black coal dust —much of it coming
from mountaintop removal mines.

A jury found that Massey’sElk Run cod processing
facility failed to control coal dust coming off its property,
thuscresting anuisancefor itsneighborsinthe Boone County
town of Sylvester. Thejury said Elk Run negligently harmed
residents and violated the WV Surface Mining Act by
allowing dust to escapefromitspermit area.

Massey will have to pay nearly $473,000 in
damagesto the 150 or so folkswho sued (but Massey will
undoubtedly apped).

Because Elk Run did break statemining laws, the
company could also haveto pay theresidents’ attorneys
fees, which amount to about $2 million for alawsuit that
wasfiveyearsinthemaking. Thejury’sverdict dsoalows
thejudgeinthe case, after another hearing, to decideif he
wantsto order EIk Runtoimplement dust control measures
that actualy work.

For years, peoplein Sylvester have suffered through
the constant coal dust and 24-hour noise coming fromthe
giant EIk Runfacility, which stockpiles, processesand ships
coal —you guessedit, by lotsof illegally-overloaded coal
trucks. Thefine black dust coatstheir homes, insideand
OUt.

The dust got even worse when, in 1998, despite
residents’ pleas, the WV Department of Environmental

No, that'snot adomed stadium goneastray in southern
West Virginia - it'sMassey Energy's Elk Run dome
on aday when it was fully inflated and functioning,

mor e-or -less. photo by Mary Miller
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Dustbuster Pauline Canterberry in the Madison
County Courthouseduringthetrial. Paulineand many
of her dustbusting friendsar eactivemember sof both
Coal River Mountain Watch and OVEC.

Protection granted apermit expansion. Elk Runtook down
part of aridgein between thetown and the plant, opening a
new gateway for dust. Now, some homes—which were
therefirst—areonly 735 feet from the plant.

Before the expansion, the company promisedin
writing to make old problems better and to avoid new
problems. But Elk
Runmoveddowly and
did little. One dust
control measure that
was promised over

“QOur goal has never
been money. We just
didn’t want them to
control our community.”

tWO_decajesago istill Pauline Canterberry,
notinplace! Sylvester Sylvester "Dustbuster"
res dentsmade scores

of complaintsto the DEP, whichfinally ordered Elk Runto
clean up part of itsdirty act. Thecompany appealed many
of theDEP orders.

Onething it did finally dowasbuild agiant nylon
domeover itsstockpile, but that didn’t stop thedust. (In
typical Massey fashion, whilethejury wasddiberatingits
verdict thedust control domewasripped and deflated and
DEP cited Elk Runfor apreventable accident.)

Thecod inthestockpileisof coursemainly at rest,
andthereforedust isn't jettisoned into theair on low-wind
days. However, there are many placesat EIk Run where
cod isinmotion—conveyor bets, thecrushing plant, transfer
points, loadouts and in uncovered coal trucks. When coal
ismoved, finecoa dustiseasly launchedintotheair.

continued on page 9



Massey Energy Subsidiary Denied Permit to Cover
Another West Virginia Town with Coal Dust

by Dave Cooper

Homer won't be dusting Peytonaanytime soon.

As reported in our last newdletter, Homer Il1
Processing, asubsidiary of Massey Energy, applied for a
permit to build ahuge plant in Boone County near Peytona
to process coal from mountaintop removal mines. The
proposed Homer siteisonly 10 milesfrom Massey’sElk
Run Plant, which has showered theresidentsof Sylvester
with dust (see story onpage7).

After morethanfiveyearsof what Sylvester resdent
Pauline Canterberry calls®Black Hell,” culminatingina
citizen lawsuit which could cost Massey millions, it was
surprising to seethat Massey would againwant to locate a
cod processingfacility so closeto an established community.

According to the permit application, theHomer I11
plant would emit 5,850 tons per year of controlled
particulate matter (dust) including 2,699 tons per year of
very fine (lessthan 10 microns) dust particles. Theseultra-
fineparticlesare of particular health concern, asthey are
ableto bypassthehumanbody’snormal respiratory defenses
and lodge deeply inlung tissue, wherethey can contribute
to or aggravate lung disorderslike asthma.

OVEC, Coa River Mountain Watch and other
groups wonder if Massey will ever learn from its past
mistakes. The coal industry is always saying how
mountaintop removal creates flat developable land for
industry and factories, sowhy don’t they locate one of these
coal processing plantson an old mountaintop removal site?
(Editor’s note: We suspect that when it comes to real-
lifeinvestment decisions, even Massey realizesthat most
old mountaintop removal sites would be prohibitively
expensive, if not impossible, to develop.)

Happily for theresidentsof Peytona, on Nov. 8the
WV Department of Environmental Protection denied Homer
[1I’s permit application, stating that the plant “does not
demongtratedigibility and compliance.”

Resdentsbreathed asigh of relief ascommon sense
seemed tofinally prevail at the DEP. However, the DEP
also noted that “issuance of this order does not prevent
Homer 111 Processing from submitting a modification
goplicationinthefuture.”

On January 30, DEP held atown meeting at the
Peytona Church of Christ to seek citizen input about
converting abeloved and scenic rura dirt byway called
Indian Creek Road into acod haul road to servicethe DEP-

denied Homer 111 plant.

Once again, local residents, led by Paul and
Nannette Nelson and Jim Browning, organized Boone
County neighborstofight to save Indian Creek Rd., which
followslIndian Creek for milesthrough thewoods, ispopular
for recreation and haslong been used by hikers, hunters,
four-whedlers, ginseng and mushroom gatherers.

Coal River’sJudy Bonds spoke passionately about
the importance of these woodlandsto the culture of the
peopleof Appalachia, referencing from Dr. Mary Hufford's
research on the ethnography of theregion. NannetteNelson
sad, “I'velived heredl my life, and my ancestorslived here
200 yearsbeforethat!” Bill Pricecalled the proposal “the
road to nowhere—from amine that’s not permitted to a
processing plant that’shad the permit denied.”

Imagineseeing your favoriteroad through thewoods
turnedinto anindustrial corridor!

Massey claimsthey want to usethisback road to
keep coal truck traffic off of busy Route 3andtotry and be
abetter neighbor.

Yet given the past experience of itsneighborsin
Sylvester, Peytonaresidentsremain skeptical of Massey’s
stated motives.

If Massey truly wantsto be abetter neighbor, then
that will truly beahappy day for codfield residents.

Until thet, they arebest advised toremain watchful.

Honoring a Great Crusader

b T IR Rk JUF

e TS R |
Ashasbecomeayearly tradition, OVEC participated
in the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day march in
Huntington on January 20. Geor geHockley, left, and
Eric Fout hold thebanner.




Dustbusters Win

continued from page 7

Fed up at having their town coal -dust coated, 150
of Sylvester’s almost 200 residents sued. They became
known asthe Sylvester Dustbusters.

The trial started in October, 2002. Nearly 70
residentstestified about what it isliketo have aMassey
subsidiary asaneighbor, about how badly Elk Run affects

— their daily lives.

A real estate
appraiser testified that
the town’s property
valueswere down $4
millioncallectively, due
solely tothedust. A
mining engineer
discredited the
company’sclamsthat
there wasn’t

Aerial view of Elk Run fagility. gfugtrdab € ecfoe:tlr\cl)(le

photo by Massey Energy technology available.

In closing arguments heard on Feb. 5, the
Dustbusters’ attorney, Brian Glasser, disputed much of the
company’stestimony. Hesaild Massey had been a“terrible
neighbor,” making hisdients”miserable’ by coatingthetown
incoal dust and by nosily moving hundreds of millionsof
tonsof cod, with hundreds of thousands of overweight cod
trucksleavingtheplant at al hours.

“Isit remotely believablethat nobody at Elk Run
hasever seen dust leavethe property?’ Glasser asked the
jury. He mentioned several examplesof permit violations,
noting “violation of apermit that causes harmisflat-out
negligence”

He said the people’s homes t&‘
were their life savings, which had
effectively been stolen by Elk Run due
to the property devaluation. Glasser Massey Energy =
Should they add
adust cloud to
their logo now?

showed photos of other coal processing
facilitiesthat for years had been using
“affordable, availabletechnologies’ to
control dust. The technol ogieswould cost the company
about 4.5 cents per clean ton of coal.

Glasser sad, “Elk Run’slawyer promised youthere
washo cod company anywhereintheworldthat took more
steps than ElIk Run to control the dust. That is a tota
fabrication. That was complete hogwash.”

In hisclosing arguments, Elk Run’sattorney, Al
Emch, essentially called the 70-someresidentswho had

testifiedliars. Hesaid alot of
people in the town were
related, perhaps hoping to
invokethe “inbred” slurin
jurors minds. Hesuggested

"At ElIk Run,
adaptability and
innovation keep
us striving for
better, safer ways

that thetown’sresdentswere

: to producethe
pursuing the case for

. coal products our
notoriety.

- customers
Many plaintiffswere -

i th ' for th require.
in the courtroom for the from Massey Energy
closng argumentsand there web site

was quite abit of coughing
going on as Emch said dust isn’t unusual in coalfield
communitiesand therewere no health problems.

“Wasit (thedust) intolerable or wasit just some
variation of normal, or closeto normal, for anumber of
small southern West Virginia coal communities? One
person’s intolerable nuisance can be another person’s
welcome, or even embraced, inconvenience,” Emch said.
(That'sanew one. Maybe Massey canwork it intoitsad
campaign. Massey Energy: Anlnconvenienceto Embrace.)

“This is something that we need to keep. It's
something that we need to encourage and it’s something
that we need to somehow tolerate,” Emch said of theplant.

Despite having to sit through Emch’stripe, the
Sylvester Dustbusters, some of whom aremembersof Coal
River Mountain Watch and OVEC, are happy with the
jury’sverdict.

All of them are eagerly waiting to seewhat dust
control measuresthejudgewill order at the next hearing.

Pauline Canterberry summed it up: “Our goal has
never been money. We just didn’t want them to control
our community.”

fThe Truth is Out There - Wayyyyyy Out \
There, in Massey Energy's Case

"A series of television commercials by
Massey Energy is so misleading that the
director of the state Division of Mining and
Reclamation told a Senate committee he
refuses to watch them.

"'After | saw the first commercial or two,
| stopped watching them because there’s so
much misinformation in them,' Matthew Crum
told the Energy, Industry and Mining Committee
Wednesday."

Charleston Gazette, Feb. 6, “Official won't watch

KMassey's TV ads,” by Phil Kabler /
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Small Town Threatened by Huge Slurry Impoundment Proposal

by Dave Cooper

In the summer of 2002, the WV Department of
Environmental Protection granted apermit to Delbarton
Mining Co., asubsidiary of Massey Energy, to build a56-
acresurry pond abovethetown of Delbarton, located in
Mingo County, WV.

Thisimpoundment, if built asproposed, will havea
dam 250feet highthat isvisblefromthemainroad (Route
65) through town, and will contain hundredsof millionsof
gdlonsof cod durry. Thedamwill belocated lessthana
mileupstream from hundreds of Delbarton homes.

Delbartonresidentsarewell aware of the Massey
mountai ntop removal cod durry disagter just 15 milesaway
inMartin County, Ky., where 300 million gallonsof dudge
brokethrough into an old underground mine beneath the
slurry impoundment and contaminated over 80 miles of
streamsandrivers. Delbartonfolksturned outinforceat a
town meeting held on Nov. 7, 2002, to discussthelocal
permit with Massey engineersand officials.

Although the Massey engineers did a fair job
presenting details of construction of the Delbarton
impoundment at the meeting, most residents were not
reassured. According tothepermit, if therewasadurry
damfailure, an areafive milesdownstream and one mile
upstream would be inundated (along with hundreds of
homes) — yet the emergency evacuation plan requires
residentstotravel upstreamto reach the Delbarton Middle
School evacuation area. Residentsal so expressed concern
about their diminished property vauesif thedam washbuilt.

ACTION ALERT

Please write to Mine Safety and Health
Administration Secretary David Lauriski,
MSHA, 1100 Wilson Blvd., 21 Floor,
Arlington, VA, 22209, and DEP Acting

Secretary Stephanie Timmermeyer, 1356
Hansford St., Charleston, WV, 25301. Ask
them to please hold a town meeting in
Delbarton to explain to residents how MSHA
IS going to protect the residents of Delbarton
from a Martin County-style slurry pond
disaster.

Most troubling to resi dentswasthe omission of the
old underground Pearl Mineworkson the company’ spermit
applicationmap. Although the map did show the presence
of the previously-mined Almaand Lower Cedar Grove
underground mines, several longtime Delbarton residents
had relativeswho worked in the Pearl Mine, and felt sure
that thisminewasintheareaof theimpoundment. Delbarton
resident Walter Young stated that hisfather usedtowork in
the Pearl Mine.

After themesting, Delbartonresident Larry Maynard
began to searchfor proof of the existence of the Pearl Mine.
Maynard found areferenceto the 1930seraminein acoal
history reference book at the Mingo County Library in
Williamson. OV EC hel ped Walter Young locate an attorney
and Young appealed the slurry pond permit. Massey
engineersand Young'sattorneys|ocated aPearl Minemap
dated 1930 at the M SHA officein Charleston.

Appalachian Citizens' Law Center attorney
Amanda Moore and Appalachian Center attorney Joe
L ovett represented Young for hisappeal of thedurry pond
permit at the DEP Surface Mining Board on Jan. 22, 2003.
Expert witness John M organ tetified that mining a the Pearl
Mine continued until 1932 or 1933 and that whilethe Pearl
Mine map dated 1930 could not be considered complete
or accurate, it seemed to indicatethat mining progressedin
thedirection of thedurry pond.

According to elevations shown ontheold map, the
thickness of the rock between the underground mine
passagesand thedurry pond ranged fromonly 20feet (!!1)
at thetoe of theimpoundment to 700 feet at the back.

Attheappeal, Morgan presented an overlay of the
Pearl Mine map and the proposed slurry pond permit map
that showed a pattern all too familiar to those
acquainted with theMartin County disaster -aM assey
slurry pond above an incomplete and inaccur ately-
mapped under ground mine.

On the day of the Delbarton appeal, the federal
Mine Safety and Health Adminigtration released aninterna
report of the agency’s actions leading up to the Martin
County, Ky., spill of 300milliongalonsof cod durry. While
the agency denied responsibility for that disaster, it found
“systematicweakness’ initsinternd review of durry ponds,
and promised to “ adopt agency guidelinesto make sure
impoundments get prompt and thorough review. [MSHA

continued on page 16

When you're finished with this newsletter, please passiton!
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MOTHMAN RETURNS

Is He Sending Us Another Dire Warning?

In 1967, the mysterious Mothman
wasseenflitting about the Point Pleasant, WV,
areajust beforethe Silver Bridgeacrossthe
Ohio River collapsed, killing 46 people.

After the collapse, the Mothman
sightings ceased. Some believed the
Mothman came to warn about the tragic
disaster. (Richard Gere starred in the recent
“Mothman Prophecies,” currently out on
video.)

Now, the M othman has been spotted
again, flitting about codfield bridgesthat are
groaning under thewei ght of overloaded cod
trucks. Fortunately, OV EC member Patty
Drauswasintheright placeat theright time

to capturetheserecent visitations. Is Mothman trying to warn coalfield residents about who

Is the Mothman trying to send may be next? The mystery in the coal fields deepens ...
another warning?

Overloaded? Who, us? This tire
incident, below, occurred on U.S.
23 near Ashland, Ky., and is a clear
example of what one engineer
dryly called, "stressing mechanical
components beyond their design
load." Translation: They stuffed so
much coal onto this truck that one
of the axles quite simply couldn't
takeit, and decided to fall off in the
middle of the highway. Fortunately,
no one was injured in this May 2002
incident.

Even empty, coal trucks weigh 40,000 to 50,000 pounds.
Thisis afull truck (above) which grossly exceeds the clearly
posted 12 ton weight limit in Stollings, WV. Overweight coal
trucks carrying mountaintop-removed coal inflict
exceedingly costly damages to our bridges and roads.
Please call, e-mail or write your state legislators today to
help stop this. Toll-free number to leave messages for
&Iegislators: 1-877-565-3447. Do your part - call today.
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Ken Hechler: A Hero for Our Time

by Janet Fout

“No figure ever gave me more hope than you

did ... When they finally strike a medal for guts

and integrity, decency and inspirational

leader ship, the first one should be yours, hands

down.” —thelateWard Sinclair, Washington

correspondent of The Louisville Times(referring
to Ken Hechler).
(Italicsare excerptsby Dan LeRoy for Graffiti where Ken
was named ‘Eer of the Year for 2002.)

Theyear was 1987 and | wasjust sticking my toe
inthevast watersof environmenta activism, hopingto spare
Greenbottom Swamp from the “let’s build a dam here’
mentality of theU.S. Army Corpsof Engineers, aided and
abetted by the West Virginia Department of Natural
Resources, who at that time had only onething in mind for
thewetlands—more habitat for waterfowl.

Greenbottom Swamp, thethird largest wetlandsin
West Virginiaand ahaven for many breeding and migratory
birds, isalso thelocation of the General Albert G. Jenkins
pre-Civil War homeand one of themost significant native
American archaeologica digsinthestate.

Though I hadn’t aclue about thewatersinto which
| was wading, something inside me said that in order to
weighinonthisissue, Huntington Audubon would need
support from many interested individualsand groups (atried
and true organizing technique | now know that works).

Dr. Hechler, alocal expert on Generd Jenkinsand
our Secretary of State at that time, wasthefirst person |
caled. For starters, | couldn’t believe how accessiblehe
was! Hissecretary put meright though, and we spent a
great deal of time talking about the possibilities at
Greenbottom. Hewasfull of ideasand interestedin being
involved. Littledid I know that thiswasthebeginning of a
relationship of shared activism that hasendured for nearly
two decades.

Thirty yearsearlier, Ken Hechler had aready begun
hispolitical career asaWest VirginiaCongressman. “He
was already in his mid-40s by the time he ran hisfirst
campaign, for Congress, in1957. And by then, he' d aready
accomplished morethan most people manageinanentire
lifetime

“He' d earned his Ph.D. in government and
history, risen to the rank of major in the Army during
World War 11, written his first book (which was later
turned into a major motion picture), and served two of
the country’s most famous presidents. Along the way,

Ken Hechler talkswith Texaspopulist Jim Hightower
at the November 2002 " Just Gimme Some Truth"
conferenceorganized by MAPS (Mar shall Action for
Peaceful Solutions). Story on page 14.

he’ d managed to interview legendary figureslike Albert
Einstein (for his college newspaper) and Nazi
commander Hermann Goering, get dressed down by
Gen. George Patton, and court the daughter of a chief
executive (Harry S. Truman’s daughter, Bess). Besides
that, he learned to play a mean game of tennis, a skill
he still demonstrates on occasion.”

By the age of 40, Hechler had already lived a
remarkablelife—with so much moreto come. Althoughl
was a poor student of history and apolitical at best asa
young person, the name K en Hechler wasvery familiar to
me. And nowonder.

“He took on the coal companies and the Boyle
leader ship of the UMW over black lung legidlation, and
won. He was the first major political figure in West
Virginia - or anywhere - to propose an absolute ban
on strip mining (emphasis mine). These things take
political - and physical - courage,” wrote conservative
commentator Michael Barone in 1974. And William
Safirenotedin TheNew York Timesthat “ Hechler risked
not only hispoalitical life but hisactual lifein hisbattle;
he gave‘emhell and beat ‘ em. Hundreds of minersnow
owe their lives to his fearless campaign, and
conservatives like me take their hats off to a liberal
with the courage of his convictions.

"... Therewere other profilesin courage during
his congressional career. He was the lone member of
Congress to march with Martin Luther King to Selma
in 1965, chartering his own plane to make the trek.”

continued on page 14



Buffalo Creek 30 Years Later - Have We Learned the Lessons?

by Monty Fowler

It did not comelikeastedthy thief inthenight —it
cameonarainy Saturday morning 30 yearsago with aroar
likeahundred freight trains, the houndsfrom Hell, thevery
embodiment of Death.

Whenitwasgone, at least 125 West Virginiamen,
women, and children were dead. The youngest was 3-
months-old; theoldest, 82. Threeinfantswerenot postively
identified, so badly weretheir little bodiesmangled. Seven
of the dead were never found.

Feb. 26, 1972, forever changed West Virginians
attitudetoward King Coal.

That wastheday that threeimproperly-constructed,
inadequately-inspected, business-as-usual coal slurry
impoundment dams owned by the Pittston Coal Co.
collgpsed, sending millionsof tonsof black water, cod dudge
and mud hurtling down the narrow, twisting confines of
Buffalo Creek in Logan County.

Morethan 500 homesin 15 smal communitieswere
destroyed, another 500 homeswere damaged, some 1,000
vehicleswrecked, and 523 people wereinjured when a
wall of sludge that some witnesses said was 30 feet high
steamrollered downthevalley.

Therewere 53 dead in Lundale, near the head of
Buffalo Creek; 18inthehamlet of Saunders, whichliteraly
disappeared under millions of gallons of semi-liquid coal
wastes, 25 from Lorado; fivein Amherstdale; only onein
Kistler, near theend of therampaging sudge.

Pittston Cod caledit*anact of God.” Former Gov.
ArchMoore, on hislast day in office, quietly accepted a
pittance of asettlement. The peoplewhowereleft diveon
Buffalo Creek got the shaft from a disorganized state
government, indifferent federa officialsand politicianswho
sought to gain personal advancement at the expense of
people who were too emotionally traumatized to
comprehend what had happened to them.

Thisisoneof thecogtsof cod that theWest Virginia
Cod Asociationdoesn'tliketotrumpetinitsdick televison
commerciasor glossy billboard ads.

Buffa o Creek hasbeen called oneof theworst man-
made disastersin history. Onesurvivor, testifying at one of
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"A tree's a tree. How many do you

need to look at?"

former president Ronald Reagan,
opposing legislation to protect our national forests

theinnumerable hearings
into the tragedy,
caustically observed that
if Pittston Coal was
blaming God, why hadn’t
she seen God up the
hollow onthebulldozers
that were shoving coal
wasteand rock down the
mountain to block thecreek?

Ultimately, some good did comeout of the Buffao
Creek tragedy. Thefedera SMCRA law, called smply “the
promise” by coalfield residents, put limits on how coal
companiescould build their impoundment and refusedams.
Therewere supposed to beengineering studies, construction
standards, regular and thorough inspections.

Supposed to be. Asrecent eventshave shown, the
coal companiesstill do pretty much what they wanttoin
West Virginia, sateand federal government officid swaffle
around and flail spastically asthey attempt to protect the
resdents, and thesurvivorswho il cal Buffalo Creek home
trembleor gazefitfully at thesky every timeit sartstorain.

So take amoment to reflect on the true costs of
King Coa. Theghostsof Buffalo Creek will thank youl.

Lundale after the tragedy

ACTION ALERTS - DO IT!

Stay Informed by E-mail: Join OVEC'’s
Action Alert! e-mail list by sending an e-mail
with “join list” in the subject line to
vivian@ohvec.org. This is not a discussion
list, so you won’t be swamped with e-mails.
You'll get four to 10 Action Alerts! per month,
chock full of useful info.

Stay Informed by Phone: If you don’'t have
or don't like e-mail, call the OVEC office at

(304) 522-0246 and ask to be put on our Call
List. We'll need your name and phone
number. Don’t worry - we will only call to let
you know about major events or actions.

Stay Informed by WWW: Visit
www.ohvec.org frequently for news and action
updates. Check out our extensive background
information in the Issues section. Look for
your friends in the People in Action section.



L egidation Introduced to Counter Bush Rollback of Clean Water Regulations

Washington, D.C. —U.S. Reps. Frank Pallone, Jr.
(D-NJ) and Christopher Shays(R-CT) introduced legidation
on Feb. 12 that would prohibit thedumping of industrial
waste into rivers and streams, a practice the Bush
Administration would have allowed when it madearule
changeto the Clean Water Act last May.

Pallone and Shay’slegidation, the Clean Water

Hechler
continued from page 12

Sincefacing off with meinahigh school auditorium
packed with angry duck huntersin thelate 1980s, we' ve
shared some other battles. Ken has been the single most
vocal public servant decrying the cod industry’ soutrageous
practice of decapitating mountainsand destroying streams.

He' sbeen chided, kicked and shoved by angry strip
minersinMarmet, WV, walked severd hundred milesacross
the country with* Granny D,” DorisHaddock, tocall attention
to aform of legalized bribery in this country masked as
campaign contributionsfrom big specia interests, and most
recently weighed in (pun intended) ontheravagestollives,
roads and bridges caused by overloaded coal trucksin
southern West Virginia. He hasalways stood firmly onthe
sdeof the peoplesupporting themwith dignity and courage.

Thanks, Ken. Your lifeisaninspiration.

Hey! The Truth ISOut There!

Ever fed likeyour someof your teachersand the
corporate-controlled mainstream mediaaren’t giving you
thefull picture? Don't despair —thetruthisout there, but
you may havetowork tofindit. The November 2002 “ Just
Gimme Some Truth” conference sought to offer ideasand
toolsonfinding thetruth.

Membersof theMarshal University student group
MAPS (Marshall Action for Peaceful Solutions) worked
hard for about nine monthsto organizetheir superlative
conferenceto expose sometruths about peace and justice
and themassmedia. OVEC isso glad to beasupporter of
the MAPS students. Ya Il rock!

OVEC’sDave Cooper hosted ashowing of Blue
Vinyl, afunny-sad documentary about the vinyl industry.
Yup, weareliving in dioxin-toxic-soup.

Populist Jm Hightower motivated the MAPS-gters
to agitate and organize—asdid our nation’sfounders—and
to gol-dang have fun whiledoing so.

Infact, hesaid, thework of organizingis“...just
about asmuch fun asyou can havewith your clotheson.”

Protection Act of 2003, protects the definition of “fill
material” inthe Clean Water Act from being expanded to
include mining wastesand other pollutants. Thelegidation
restoresthe prohibition onusing wasteas"fill” that had been
includedintheU.S. Army Corpsof Engineers regulations
since1977.

“Our bipartisan legidation isneeded toensure
our streams and waterways aren’t buried under
millionsof tonsof miningand other industrial wastes,”
Pdlonesaid. “Whilethelegal debate continues, itiscritical
that we support thetrueintentions of the Clean Water Act
and opposethe continued effortsof the Bush Adminigtration
to use our nation’s waterways as dumping grounds for
industrid wastes.”

“Itismy hopethislegidation sgnastothe EPA that
Congress will not sit silently by as our environment is
destroyed,” Shayssaid.

Oneweek after the Bush Administration amended
theCleanWeater rulelast May afederd judgeinWest Virginia,
Chief Judge Charles H. Haden |1, rejected the
Administration’sdecision by stating that according tothe
Clean Water Act “only the United States Congress can
rewritethe Act todlow fillswith no purpose or use but the
deposit of waste.” Last month, the4th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appealsoverturned Judge Haden’sdecision, making a
legidativeremedy necessary.

Pallone and Shays said that creating a statutory
definition of “fill material” that expressy excludeswaste
materialswill end the need for further court proceedings
andwill darify environmenta law conggtent withthe purpose
of the Clean Water Act — to restore and maintain the
chemical, physical and biological integrity of thenation’'s
waters.

The new Bush administration rule also expressy
alowshardrock mining waste, construction and demolition
debris, and other types of harmful wastesto be dumped
into riversand streamsacrossthe country.

ACTION ALERT

Please call the OVEC office and ask for Dave,
(304) 522-0246, if you'd like to go to

Washington, DC, to talk to key legislators/aides
about the Pallone/Shays bill. Last year we
chartered a bus and vans, influenced
legislators, and had a whole lot of fun!
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Whose Monument Is |t?

Keep Miner, Ditch Industry Rhetoric at New Coal Memorial

by Vivian Sockman

INn 1999, theWV Legidature
approved erecting astatue of aWest
Virginiacod miner onthe State Capitol
grounds, “asalastingmemoria tothe
many who have perished asaresult of
coal mining in the state.” While
environmental and citizensgroupsfully
support amemoria honoring miners,
we had to protest the way the West
VirginiaCoa Associationwarped the
origina intent of theresolution.

In mid-October 2002, the
basefor the statue went up, revealing
bronze plaquesthat seemingly move
the WV Coal Association’s public
relaions effortsoff billboardsand onto
the State Capitol grounds. Oneplagque
featuresthe controversia and legally
questionable practice of mountaintop
remova/valeyfill cod mining.

NowhereintheLegidature's
resolutionisit sated thet themonument
will include a plague honoring the
draglinesof mountaintop removal.

News stories revealed that
another proposed plaguemay includewordingthat isavirtud
coal industry ad: “In recognition of the men and women
who have devoted their careers to providing the state,
country and world with low-cost household and industrial
energy.”

How did honoring lives lost become honoring
careersdedicated to “low-cost energy?’ Thisphrasingis
especially offensivewhen you consider what miners, the
public and the environment have endured from the coal
industry for over 100 years. Our livesand our land are not
cheap!

TheWV Cod Association saysthese plagquesdepict
thehistory of mining. If that iswhat they want todointhis
public place, let’stell thewhole story. That would haveto
includemention of (andthisisfar froman exhaudtivelist!):
2Miners jobslost tothemachinesdepicted ontheseplaques
and to union-busting coal company tactics;
£ Communities, mountainsand streams| ost to mountaintop
removd;
£ Surface and groundwater forever destroyed or heavily
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Coal miner'swifeand a Coal River M ountain Watch leader, Patty Sebok
(center) speaks out on the State Capitol groundsin favor of honoring
miners, not machinesthat taketheir jobs. Behind her isthe plaquethat
depictsmountaintop removal/valley fill strip mining. With her, left toright,
areWinter Ross, Regina Hendrix, Dave Cooper, Connie Chojnaki, Bob
Henry Baber, Mel Tyreeand John Taylor.

polluted by valey fills, dudgeimpoundmentsand blackwater
splls
2 Miners liveslost to minewars, tragedy and lung disease
2 Democracy lost to political corruption.

Membersof OVEC, Coa River Mountain\Watch,
West Virginia Highlands Conservancy, West Virginia
Environmenta Council and CitizensCod Council gathered
around the mountaintop remova plague on Oct. 21, 2002.
The brothers and sisters and daughters and sons and
grandchildren of minersspoketheir outrage a whet the WV
Coal Association has done with this memorial that was
supposed to be about their families, but isinstead an etched-
in-bronze coal industry propagandapiece.

Thegroupsdeivered aletter to the Capitol Building
Commission and the Governor, noting that if thispublic
monumentisto truly honor miners’ livesandtell thehistory
of thecod industry, cod-related tragediesmust beincluded.

Otherwise, the monument should featureonly the
statue of the miner and aplaquethat isacarefully worded

continued on page 16



Mining Plaque Protest
continued from page 15

memorial to those who have lost their lives to the coal
industry. Cod industry adsand thebronzememorialstoits
criminal behavior should beremoved from thismonument
inthemost prominent public placein West Virginia.

OnJan. 2, 2003, the Capitol Building Commission
met to hear our grievances on the West Virginia Coal
Associ ation’splanned monument. At theend of themeeting
the Commission said it had no authority about what wason
the base of the statue. So, doesthe WV Coal Association
get tointerpret the resol ution and havefinal say over what
goeson thismonument on our state capitol grounds?

Didn't anyone privy towhat would be onthe base
of thisstatue question the WV Coa A ssociation when they
said there would be a plague honoring those who have
“dedicated their careersto providing low-cost energy” on
thismemorial that was supposed to honor miners? Who
defines“low cost” energy? The peopledriven fromtheir
communities by mountaintop removal? Theminerswho
havelost their lives? If, astheWV Coal Association says,
thismonument isintended to honor the economicimpact of
coal tothe state, and to tell the whole story of coal, then
therearesomevery important elementsmissing.

If themonument isabout cod’seconomicimpacts,
where’s the plague featuring Ole King Coal stuffing a
politician’spocket?Where arethe plagquesfor themissing
worker’scomp money, thebillion dollar super tax credits
coal got, (much of which King Coal got for jobs but used
for job-destroying draglines), the bonding crisis, and the
all-but-sequestered abandoned mineland funds?

Where' sthe plaquefor thelost economic value of
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Judy Bondsat the" Honor Miners, Not Machines'
protest in Charleston.

ecosystems that are forever destroyed by mountaintop
removal, theplaguefor communities ruined water, theplague
for flood-destroyed towns? Where's the plague for the
millionsininfrastructuredamagefrom overweight cod trucks?
For perpetual costs associated with acid minedrainage?
For the poverty-stricken areathe coa industry oncetouted
asthe”hillion-dollar codfields’?

Totdl thewholestory, wearegoingtoneed aredly
big monument!

Slurry Pond Peril
continued from page 10

head Dave L auriski] said theagency will asowork toverify
that underground mine maps are accurate in an effort to
prevent similar spills.” (“ Agency Citeslax Oversight of
Ky. Coal Pond,” Roger Alford, Associated Press, Jan
22,2003. Thisarticleandrelated editorialsareavailable
at our web site, www.ohvec.org)

But evidently theDEP s SurfaceMineBoard didn’t
read the papersthat morning, and they unanimously denied
Young'sappeal of the Delbarton durry pond. Despitethe
clear andirrefutable evidence of the existence of the Pearl
Mine, and therecent history of inaccurateminemap disasters
inMartin County and at the Quecreek Minein Pennsylvania,
the SurfaceMine Board called Massey’ spermit gpplication
“completeand accurate.”

“Complete and accurate?’ In fact the permit
applicationwas" incompleteand inaccurate!” Massey did
not know of the presence of the Pearl Mine because Massey
doesnot hirelocal residentstowork at their facilities—they
hire folks from far away who are less concerned about
destroyingWest Virginia scodfield communities.

If Massey had only bothered to ask |ocal residents,
they would have quickly learned about the Pearl Minebefore
they even submitted the permit application. Instead, the
citizensof Delbarton and Massey’ sengineersarestuck with
apotentialy hazardous situation before construction of the
impoundment haseven begun.

Is this what the Mine Safety and Health
Adminigtration had in mind whenthey promised a*“ prompt

5 andthoroughreview?’



World Social Forum Shows Commonality of People's Goals

by Dianne Bady

Vivian Stockman and | traveled to theWorld Socia
Forum thanksto the Ford Foundation’s 2001 L eadership
for a Changing World awarded to L aura Forman, Janet
Foutand|.

Closeto 100,000 peoplefrom al over the planet
gathered in Porto Alegre, Brazil, inlate January to meet,
march and cel ebratethetheme® Another WorldisPossible”

It was sobering to hear how U.S.-based extractive
industriesare harming other countries, but alsoinspiringto
learn moreabout how in Europe, thetrangitionto renewable
energy sourcesisfar ahead of theU.S.

Oneworkshop | attended wascalled “ Confronting
Corporations.” There were 35 of us from 19 different
countries, al talking about how mining and oil corporations,

most of them U.S. based, areravaging their environment
and making amockery of democracy.

Hereincentral Appaachia, wherecod corporations
areblowing upthemountains, benganenvironmentd activist
during the Bush administration isno picnic. But we are
privilegedinthiscountry. Severa folksfrom poor nations
asked meif peoplein our group have been murdered, as
has happened intheir movements.

Activigsfrom Columbiasaid they believed that the
U.S. military basesthere, and U.S.-dominated foreign palicy,
arepart of theoveral strategy to allow oil companiestorun
roughshod over their country and their people.

But, just like us, folks all over the world are
organizing to try to force positive change. Austrian and
Canadian people told of how mass mobilizations,
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shareholder activism, and church
involvement resulted in
improvementsin oil activitiesin
Sudan.

Peoplefromthe Pantana
areaof Brazil and Paraguay, from
Kazakhstan, Indonesia, Chile
and Bolivia, all stressed the
importance of working in
internationd aliances.

Many are convinced
that United States groups are
especially important to have as
working allies, because, asthey
say, we are in the belly of the
beast.

We're all facing the
same problems—the greed and
power of energy and mining

TheWorld Social Forum'sopening march in PorteAlegre, Brazil, on Jan. 23,
2003. About 50,000 peoplefrom all over theglobe, representingahugearray
of issues, united to march in the streets as an affirmation of their collective
belief that another world ispossible- awor ld without neo-liber al globalization
and itsassociated imperialism and militarization. All mar cher sbeseeched the
United Statestowithdraw fromitsthreatened invasion of Irag and instead take
all meanstowork toward peacein the Persian Gulf region and wor [dwide.
photo by Viv Sockman

corporations who have a
disproportionate influence over
our governmentsand over foreign
policy.

(MoreontheWorld Socia
Forumwill beinthe next Winds
of Change.)
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Here's a reminder for folks who use ink jet cartridges in your printers, faxes and plotters.
Don't trash that empty cartridge! You can recycle it and get a donation for OVEC at the
same time. OVEC has a stash of postage paid bags. Call the office at (304) 522-0246 or e-
mail vivian@ohvec.org and we’ll send you some. Just put the cartridge in the bag, then pop
it in the mail. For every good cartridge OVEC members send in, OVEC receives $1.



by Janet Fout

Eating Californiastrawberrieswill never again be
the samefor me—not since my recent trip to observe and
learn fromthecommunity leadership of Rufino Dominguez,
the Executive Director of OaxacaBinational Indigenous
Codlition (FIOB), and the Mixteca people with whom he
works, many who crossthe M exican border towork inthe
farmfieldsof Californiagrowers.

(Thistrip was one of the educational activities
provided by the Ford Foundation’s 2001 Leadershipfor a
Changing World Award to Laura Forman, Dianne Bady
and me. Several other Ford awardeesalso participated in
thistrip.)

Wemetin Oaxaca, Mexico, where Rufino and other
community-based | eaders organize and educate workers
about their rightson both sidesof the border. FIOB neither
encouragesnor discouragesthe Mixtecafrom migrating to
the U.S., but encourages them to hold dear their culture
and language. Our tripincluded visitsto Juxtlahuacaand
Tijuana, Mexico, aswell as San Diego and Fresno, Cdlif .,
whereFIOB hasitsmain office.

Oaxacaisbothacity and astatein southern Mexico,
richinindigenouscultures, including theMixtecapeoplewho
have survived for centuriesagaingt monumental odds. As
another Ford awardee, Salvador Rezafrom Phoenix, Ariz.,
put it when asked why hewanted tovisit Oaxacahesaid: “|
amgoing tolearn from acommunity that hasexisted since
timeimmemoria, acommunity that hassurvived the Spanish
ondaught called conquest, has survived theindependence
wars of Mexico, has survived the official politics of
Indigenismo always attempting to rob their lands, their
language, their culturefor aconsumer society that hasno
inkling of what it meansto be closeto theland. Despiteall
of this, itisacommunity that hasretained their language,
their customs, and their traditionson both Sdesof theartificid
geographiclinecdledthe”Border.”

Hmmm. “Robtheir lands...their culture..
soundsfamiliar.

After reading Salvador’s statement, | began to
realizethat maybewe, in West Virginia, could learn from
theseancient Mixtecapeople”new” waysto preserve our
own mountains, communities, and culturefrom King Coal
and the paliticianswho are robbing us A ppa achian people
of our mountainsand their natural wealth, communitiesand
culture.

We began our trip from the city of Oaxaca, where
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lovely town nestled in and surrounded by mountains, the
trees outside our first meeting place were teeming with
familiar Cattle Egretsand mel odious Gresat-tailed Grackles.

Just likeinWest Virginia, the peoplein Mexico hold
meetingsto discusscommunity issues. At every meeting
we attended, wewereintroduced and warmly wel comed.
Aided by atalented and personabletri-lingual interpreter,
IrmaL una, fluentin her nativeMixteca, Spanishand English,
each of usvistorsspoke briefly about our work inour home
communities

Althoughwe arefighting different problemsand
undoubtedly, theeconomicinequitiessuffered by theMixteca
people are greater than those in southern West Virginia,
some root causes were very similar: politicians and
bureaucrats who turn adeaf ear to injustices, groups of
peoplewho aremargindizedtofacilitateexploitation of their
resources and labor, and governments at all levels not
enforcinglaws.

Similarly, the leadership to bring about positive
changein communitiesemanatesNOT from governments
and politicians, but from the grassroots—regular people
who aretaking activeleadership rolesin community groups
like FIOB (and OVEC).

| was truly impressed by the high degree of
organization within FIOB, ontheloca, district (or county),
regional, state and bi-national level. These leaders are
elected by thegrassroots; and if their leadersfail to dowhat

continued on page 19



Broken Dreams
continued from page 18

isexpected, they can be expelled from the group. L ocal
organizations do their own fundraising — an areawhere
women and other family membersplay amagjor role.

But what about those strawberries| mentioned at
thebeginning? Theabsoluteworst living conditionsobserved
on the entiretrip were in San Diego, Calif. (see photo).
After crossing the border in Tijuana, wewaited at alarge
srawberry field feasting on succulent srawberries. Wewere
later joined by someleaderswho help migrant farm [aborers
who led usdown pathsadjacent to thefields, among shrubs
and small treeswherethelaborerslived.

Wesaw neither housing, nor facilitiesfor bathing or
cooking; but instead, makeshift shelters—not even what
most of usconsider adecent campsite. A holewith water
wasused for bathing. How embarrassing toknow that while

theseworkersput food on our tables, they are not provided
basi ¢ needs of food; clean, potablewater; and shelter!

I’ m reminded of aquote by theologian Walter Wink:
“Those of us who now enjoy affluence and freedom as
well as power are predisposed to believe that benign
forces shape our destiny. But to the extent that our
blessings are incidental by-products of our citizenship
in nations that currently enjoy domination status over
others, our well-being may be more a result of flagrant
injustice than divine providence’ (from Engaging the
Powers).

We fail to remember that our blessings and
abundance often cometo usat the expenseand exploitation
of much of therest of theworld'speople
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Donation

Name

Make a DIFFERENCE! Join a WINNING TEAM:! Get ACTIVE with OVEC!

OVEC stopped plans for a toxic waste incinerator that would have imported hazardous waste from across the

OVEC organizing forced an end to chronic pollution violations at the Ashland Oil refinery in Catlettsburg, KY.
OVEC led the broad effort to stop plans for the nation’s largest pulp mill, which would have used outdated, heavily

An OVEC lawsuit compelled state government to enforce important provisions of the federal Clean Water Act.
OVEC worked with other groups to stimulate passage of significant, first-step campaign finance reform measures

OVEC is changing the face of "politics as usual" in West Virginia through our Clean Elections work.
OVEC is committed to bringing an end to mountaintop removal/valley fill strip mining.

Cut this coupon out today and mail to: OVEC, P.O. Box 6753, Huntington, WV 25773-6753
New member or renewal (Dues $10-$30 yearly, pay what you can)

Please add me to OVEC'’s e-mail Action Alert! list

Address

City/State

Phone

E-mail

/’

For more information call (304) 522-0246 or go to www.ohvec.org
Remember — All donations to OVEC are tax deductible!
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Mountaintop Removal Makes Doonsbury!
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