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by Dave Cooper

By train, by plane, by busand by car, codfield
residents and activists made the long journey to
Washington, DC, twice recently to focus national
attention on coal companies’ massacre of our
mountains- and our messagewent around theworld.

For our first trip, May 14-15, OVEC
chartered a bus from Charleston, WV, to DC. We
spent aday meeting with congressional staffersto
discuss the negative impacts of the Bush
administration’sre-write of thedefinition of “fill,” a
rulewithin the Clean Water Act.

Over 45folks, membersof OV EC and other
groups, joined forceswith national environmental
groups (seelist below). Wevisited 31 Senatorsand
Representativesto explain how mountaintop removal/
valley fill strip mining isdevastating Appal achian
communities

We asked for support of abill introduced by
Reps. Frank Pallone (D-NJ) and Chris Shays, (R-CT).
Their bipartisan bill, HR 4863, the Pallone-Shays* Clean
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A largegroup of citizensisbriefed by OVEC'sDave
Cooper beforeheading out tolobby Congress.

Thepressmobbed Backstreet Boy Kevin Richardson after
his testimony. From Alaska to Australia, news of
mountaintop removal went around theworld on June?.

Water ProtectionAct,” re-instatesthe rule that Bush gutted
fromtheAct, the onethat restricts mountaintop removal
mining wastefrom being dumpedin streams.

Our final goal that day wasto ask for the Senate
Environment and Public Works Committeeto hold apublic
hearing ontheBush“fill” ruledefinition.

We split into five groups of 10, rushing from
gppointment to gppoi ntment inthemaze of DC congressiona
offices. Most of the staff and members of Congresswe
met were sympathetic to our concernsand promisedtosign

continued on page 4
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Male Suspect Seen Entering OVEC Office ...
Or is That Suspect Male Seen Entering OVEC Office?

by Viv Sockwench

Our full-time staffers have all been women,
causing some to speculate that OV EC stood for the
Ohio Valley Estrogen Coalition. Though, of course,
many excellent men (no doubt all intouch with their
femininesde) havebeeninvolved with OVEC fromour
nascent moments.

Cdl uswhat youwill, the*E” in OVEC canno
longer stand for Estrogen. We
donehiredamanasOVEC snew
full-time organizer. Yup, goneare
the days when, deep in
contemplation, wecould fling open
the office bathroom door and
screamout, “Hey, I’ vegot agrest
idedl”

But we are not kvetching
over that one little lost liberty
(anyway, what’sthat compared to
the PATRIOT Act?), instead we
arergioicinginour new organizey,
Dave Cooper. Dave fills the
vacancy left by LauraForman’s
heartbreaking death.

| don’t envy Dave,
stepping into the job held by a
much beloved and effective
organizer, whose death at astop-
mountaintop-removal protest,
some say, makesher amartyr.

Filling her position takes
courage. But apparently Dave
doesn’t seeit that way. He says
thisisthejob he’'sbeenworking towardsall hislife.

Thefirst day of hisnew OVEC ifebeganbefore
9am. on May 1, when Dave |learned that his debut
task would be to organize a bus trip to Washington,
DC (seerelated article). Your basic baptism by fire,
especially when you consider | left town for aweek
(without phone or e-mail!) and Janet and Dianne both
were aready super busy on other tasks.

Davepulledit off likehe' d been organizing al
hislife. Indeed, likeall the OVEC staff, Davewasan

inactivity.

Dave Cooper, OVEC'snew or ganizer
extraordinaire,in a raremoment of

photo by Janet Fout

unpaid activist for yearsbeforefinally getting apaid
position (or should | say before accepting amassive
pay cut by leaving behind hisother job). He'salong-
time member of OVEC, as| learned when | cleaned
out someof Laura sfilesbefore Dave moved into her
former office. Inher files, | found notesfrom Daveto
OVEC dating back to at least 1994 —he’ d jot down an
excellent suggestion or send asweet “you-go-girls.”

Davehailsmost recently from
Lexington, Ky., where he was a
mechanical engineer at 3M anda
member of the Sierra Club and
Kentuckians For The
Commonwedth. Heoftentraveled
to OVEC protests and he filed
several reportsfrom the scene of
the coa dudgedisasterinMartin
County, Ky. He served as
president of a neighborhood
association, working to rebuild a
park, create community gardens
and generally spruce up his
neighborhood.

Dave soutspokenactivisnwas
perfect training for his future
OVECjob. Heregularly attended
Lexington City Council mestings,
fighting aboondoggle$100 million
water supply pipeline project
proposed by the privately owned
waterworks. Hefounded and was
elected president of a citizen
group, NOPE (Neighbors
Opposing Pipdine Extravagance), fighting the pipdine.
NOPE stopped the pipeline!

OVECiss0lucky tohavelanded Davewithall
his activism experience. We' ve got to admit that his
engineering capabilitieswill comein handy, too. Wedo
s0 need someshelvesintheoffice. Plus, youjust never
know whenyou' Il need an engineer. At arecent meeting,
| waswriting peopl€ ssuggestionson oneof thoseeasd -
sized notepads — one coincidentally made by 3M. |
struggledto get afilled-up sheet flipped over so | could

continued on page 3




"OntheRoadto Clean Elections' Debutsin West Virginia

by Janet Fout

On June 9, a key West Virginia legislative
subcommittee heard testimony from Citizensfor Clean
Elections, anew coalition of groupsthat support the West
VirginiaClean ElectionsAct. Afterwardseveryonewatched
“On the Road to Clean Elections,” avideo narrated by
journalist Bill Moyers, highlighting the success of Clean
Electionsin Maineand Arizona

West Virginia'sClean Electionshill, introduced into
both houses of thelegidaturein 2002, allowsacandidate
for thelegidature or governor’sraceto choosevoluntary,
publicfinancing for his’her campaign. Speaking on behalf

FEEENENENNNNNNDNNDNDNDNNENg
What'sin a Name? Momentary
Famefor You, if You'retheWinner

“ E-Notes” was a great name when E stood for
Environment. Now E seemsto mean Electronic.
Hence, acontest to change our newd etter’ sname.
Please send your suggestionsto vivian@ohvec.org
by the end of July. If we chooseyour entry for our
new name, you' [l winan OVEC 2002 Treehuggers

Ball T-shirt. The T-shirt features artwork by Joe
Lung and aquote from LauraForman. If we have
multipleentriesfor thesamewinning newd etter name,
thefirgt personto submit that namewill bethewinner.
So start getting creative, and good luck!

OVEC Board & Staff

Full-and Part-Time Staff
Dianne Bady
Janet Fout
Vivian Stockman
Dave Cooper
Maryanne Graham
Rick Eades
E-NotesEditor
Dianne Bady
E-NotesGregorian Chanter
Monty Fowler
OVEC
P.O.Box 6753
Huntington, WV 25773
phone: (304) 522-0246
fax: (304) 525-6984
e-mail: ohvec@ezwv.com
web page: www.ohvec.org

Board Members
LaShondaBare, Co-Chair
John Taylor, Co-Chair
Gregg and Melissa Anthony
Jeff Bosley
Greg Carroll
David Duke
Eric Fout
Winnie Fox
Larry Gibson
Susan Hayden
Rebecca Hoff
Tom Jones
Dan Kash
ThomasKincaid
Sharon Roon
ElinoreTaylor

of theWV Clean ElectionsAct was Si Galperin, aboard
member of Common Cause West
Virginia;, Bob McDonald,
current president of Common
CauseWV; Carol Warren, a
representative of the
Whedling Catholic Diocese;
and Janet Fout, current
coordinator of Citizens for
Clean Elections.

TheWest VirginiaClean
Elections Act is modeled after
billsenactedinMaine, Arizona, M assachusattsand Vermont.
Aimed at trying to stem the tide of special interest
contributionstolawmeakersand to reduce overal theamount
of money it takesto runapolitical campaign, apersonwho
opts to run as a Clean Elections candidate agrees to
spending limitsand pledgesto take no contributionsfrom
outside sources, including persond financing.

Here’'show it works. Instead of collecting afew
large contributionsfrom big special interests, acandidate
must collect within adesignated time period numerous $5
contributionsfromvoterslivingin higher digtrictinorder to

continued on page 7

New Organizer
continued from page 2

writeon afresh page. The paper kept sticking at thetop of
thepad. | whispered something to Dave about lousy 3M
products and hewhispered back that it wasagiant sticky
note— | was supposed to tear the sheet off and stick it on
thewall. Oh, right, of course, | knew that. We later found
out he helped design that particular easel and pad system.

Janet too has been impressed with Dave'sskills.
Apparently hisorganizing ability goesbeyond peopleto office
files, piles, drawersand cabinets. Shecameintotheoffice
one morning, opened up the cabinet wherewe keep coffee
and teaand other stuff. Shelooked inside, stepped back
and took adeep breath, shocked. You could actually see
theentire selection of teaavail ableand could find the coffee
filters without digging. Now we will really be caffeine
achievers.

Dave’s looking forward to meeting OVEC
members. He's already thinking about what our next
campaignswill be, once we stop mountaintop remova and
establish aclean elections systemin the state. Welcome
aboard Dave!



Washington Trips

continued from page 1

ontothebill. Severa weredeeply moved
by the coafield residents' talesof flooding
and other mountaintop removal-related
destruction in southern West Virginiaand
eastern Kentucky, and promised to do all
they couldto help.

Otherswerelesshelpful. Asusudl,
Sens. Byrd (D-WV), McConnéll (R-KY)
and Bunning (R-KY) wereindifferent tothe
plight and concerns of coalfield citizens.
Stories and images of flooding and
destructionfell on deaf ears.

At theend of theday, ahugegroup
jammed into the office of Rep. Nick Joe
Rahall (D-WV) to hear him stonewall and
daydream about the economic devel opment
that can comewiththeflat, barrenwastdlands
left by mountaintop removal. Much of the
timehelet aide im Zoia, Democratic chief
of staff of the Resources Committee, dothe
talking. Themeetingwasaletdownto an
otherwise optimistic and productiveday. Rahdl did giveus
acopy of astrongly-worded “enough is enough” letter
addressed to the OSM and MSHA, complaining about

e Be Sureto Send a Note of
" Thanks!" to Judge Haden

Please take a moment to thank Judge
CharlesHaden for hiscouragein upholding the
Clean Water Act by blocking the U.S. Army
Corpsof Engineersfrom permitting most valley
fillsat mountai ntop removal operations.

If you need background information to
help write your letter, see Ken Ward's article
“Judge blocks new valley fills” at
www.wygazette.com/news/News/2002050838/.

You can e-mail Judge Haden at
Judge Haden@wvsd.uscourts.gov, or senda
noteto:

Chief U.S. District Judge
CharlesH.Haden 11

Southern District of West Virginia
300Virginiast.

K Charleston, WV 25301

J

Robert Kennedy Jr. opens our June 6 DC press conference on
mountaintop removal and valley fills. Kennedy r epeatedly emphasizes
that many aspectsof mountaintop removal areillegal.

slurry spillsinthe Big Sandy River, but his statement on
valley fillscompletely ignored environmental impacts of
mountaintop remova and showed littlelong-rangevision.

“What isthefuture of southernWest Virginia? What
iIsWelch goingtolook like 20 yearsfrom now?” OVEC
membersasked. Wegot noanswer. It gaveusall something
to think about asthebusrolledinto Charlestonthat night at
about 2:30am.

About aweek after we got back from the bustrip
we got thegood news: Sens. Jim Jeffords (1-VT), theex-
Republicanwho sngle-handedly gavethe Democratscontrol
of the Senatewhen he defected last year, and Joe Lieberman
(D-CT), had called hearingsfor June 6 on thelegality of
valey fills, and wouldinviteexpert testimony onthesubject.
Happily, Waterkeeper Alliance President Robert Kennedy
Jr. and musician Kevin Richardson of the Backstreet Boys
agreed to appear at a press conference following the
hearings, virtually ensuring alargemediaturnout!

At the June 6 standing-room-only congressiond
hearing, Sens. Jeffords, Lieberman, Tom Carper (D-DE),
John Corzine(D-NJ), and Hillary Clinton (D-NY) listened
intently to expert testimony from University of Georgia
entomologist J. Bruce Wallace, who explained how the
organic matter found in headwater streamsisvital toriver
ecology, and Joan Mulhern of Earthjustice, who detailed

continued on page 5



Washington Trips
continued from page 4

the enormous,
nationwide
environmental
devadgtation that will
result fromtheBush
administration’s
gutting of the Clean
Water Act.

L ast to
speak was Kevin
Richardson of the
Backstreet Boys.
Sen. Liebermanhad
invited Richardson
to testify, but a
controversy had
been brewing over

fromtheOhio River
that was
contaminated by
mountaintop
removal slurry
soills?
Richardson
wowed theaudience
withthedepth of his
knowledge on the
issue and the
conviction of his
testimony. Sen.
Lieberman stated
that Richardson had
vindicated him.
Meanwhile,
Voinovich was

Richardson’s
qualifications to
testify at thehearing.

As many removal/valley fill strip mining.
peopleknow, in 2000 Richardson, anativeof E<till County,
Ky., formed the Just Within Reach Foundation to aid
environmental causesin Appaachia. Flyoversof eastern
Kentucky and West Virginia coalfields have further
committed him to the cause. On hismost recent flyover
with Kennedy following the christening of the Kentucky
Riverkeeper office, the Big Sandy River just happenedto
be running black (again) from acoal wasteimpoundment
falurein Gary, WV.

But apparently Sen. George Voinovich (R-OH)
wasn'timpressed. “It'sjust ajoketo think that thiswitness
can provide members of the United States Senate on
important geologica andwater qudity issues” hesaid before
thehearings. Soinstead of attending and listeningto dl the
expert scientific and legal testimony, Voinovich and other
Republicanson the Committee choseto boycott the hearing,
agaffe which brought far more media coverage — from
AlaskatoAudtrdia—of the hearingsthan if they had just sat
quietly throughit. (To seejust someof the coveragevistthe
OVEC web gte, www.ohvec.org, and gotothenewsarchive
section. To watch the entire hearing, check out our People
InActionweb pagefor June6.)

Earthto Sen. Voinovich: Isdissing acelebrity with
10 million fansreally agood public relations move? |Is
walking out of ascientific hearing thebest way tolearnmore
about asubject? Do any of your constituentsdrink water

The crowd at the press conference listens as K evin Richardson of
thepop rock group Backstreet Boysvowsto help usend mountaintop

flayed by
Backstreet Boys'
fansand grilled by
the media for his
head-in-the-sand routine.

At a press conference following the hearings,
codfiddresdentsand Cod River Mountain\Watch members
JuliaBonds, Pauline Canterberry and Freda
Williams spoke, along with OVEC'sLarry Gibson, plus
KentuckiansFor The Commonwesalth’ s Teri Blanton and

Lucious Thompson, and Ninaand Mickey McCoy of Inez,
continued on page 6

Senator Hillary Clinton (D-NY, in the background)
promised toaccompany K evin Richar dson on aflyover
of mountaintop removal oper ations.



Washington Trips
continued from page 5

Ky., site of the 300-million-gallon sludge spill from
Kentucky'slargest mountaintop removal mine.

Thompson, aretired coal miner, brought pictures
of hishouse' scracked foundation and avaley fill that looms
over hiscommunity. “They’ re destroying our land and
homes,” hesald, asfilmmaker Bob Gate svideotapeof valey
fillsrolled next to the podium.

Pauline Canterberry explained how mountaintop
removal had caused a90 percent deval uation of her home

Looks Like We Made An Impression!

EditorsNote: Belowisa copy of a note on our May DC
visit from Earthjustice senior lawyer Joan Mulhern to
OVEC co-director Dianne Bady:

| have already heard from several of the
Congressond officesyou vidted that they want todoanything
they canto help. Two staff peopletold methey cried after
their meetings, after hearing about the devastation to the
communitiesand the environment that the groupstold them
about. You al had ahuge effect ontheHill.

Pleaseknow that thistrip madeaHUGE impresson
on the peoplethat you met with and created abuzz onthe
Hill. 1 concur with you that thetrip wasasuccess. It also
cameat acritical time. Thisputstheseissuesin so much of
abetter positionif an effortismadein Congressto weaken
thelawsfor the coal companies. Thisisvery important. |
hopeyou let everyone who madethetrip know that their
effortshad abig effect in DC. Many, many people onthe
Hill knew that youwerehere, not just those (many) that you
met with. That isahugehelp for our effortsin DC to save
thelawsthat are supposed to protect you.

Personally, it was such a pleasure for me to see
some of the people | have met before and to meet many
peoplel had not met before but heard so much about. Every
person’sinvolvement inthe effort to enforce environmental
lawsissoimportant, it wasingpiring.
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in Sylvester. “I’vegot twoinchesof cod dustinmy attic,”
shesaid. “It'safirehazard—it'sahuman health hazard!”

Allindl, June6wasafabulousday, with mountaintop
removal receiving international scrutiny! OVEC staff and
volunteersworked extrahard to makethisday asuccess,
asdid KFTC and Earthjustice, Friends of the Earth and
Natural Resources Defense Council. A hugethank youto
thesegroups!

Other groupsthat sponsored the press conference
included the A ppal achian Center onthe Economy and the
Environment, CitizensCoa Council, Coa River Mountain
Watch, Kentucky Riverkeeper, WetsVirginiaHighlands
Conservancy, Waterkeeper Alliance and West Virginia
RiversCodition.

Our May 14-15visitto DC redlly solidified this
locd-nationd codlition of organizations.

Our June 6 DC visit has super-charged the
movement to stoptheillegd devastation of the Appalachian
codfidds.

Together, wewill end mountaintop removal.

THANKS to Our Many, Many
Treehugger'sBall Supporterd

Thanks to all the following folks and
businessesthat donated raffleitemsfor OVEC's
Trechugger’sBadl a the Cdamity Cafein Huntington.
We raised over $2,000! Please show your
appreciation by patronizing these businesses or
thankingtheindividuds

Calamity Cafe
Stonecrest Animal Center
Scent From Heaven
Old Village Roaster

Wolf Creek Printery
Lavalette Nursery

Capitol Promotions .S
Central City Café ",

Denise Poole
Charlie Hamilton
Clarice Kumlien
Bob Henry Baber

Mary Ellen O’ Farrell
Sheila Henning
Vivian Stockman
Paul Justice
Joe Lung

.
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Clean Elections
continued from page 3

qudify for publicfunding. These*qudifying contributions,”
asthey arecalled, indicateagood base of grassroots support
for the candidate’ srace.

Once a person qualifies as a Clean Elections
candidate, he/sheisallotted aset amount of money to run
thecampaign. If aClean Electionscandidateisoutspent by
anon-participating candidate, the Clean Electionscandidate
canreceiveup to 200 percent of theorigina fundingto help
level theplayingfidd.

Maineand Arizonabecamethefirst two statesto
implement thissysteminthe2000 e ection. Thesystemwon
the praise of incumbentsand challengers, Democratsand
Republicans. Over 170 candidates opted into thissystem
anditwasaclear successinitsfirst year of operation. Clean
Electionreformhas:

W Increased electoral competition and voter choice;

X Freed candidatesfrom fundraising and allowed themto
run moreissueoriented campaigns,

X Achieved greater financial equality among candidates;
X Helped reduce the influence of special interests in
government decis on-making.

Let'sfaceit. We regettinglessdemocracy for more
money. The skyrocketing cost of campaigns pushes
candidatesinto amoney chase. Duringthe 2000 electionin
West Virginia, most contributionscamefrom lessthan one-
half of 1 percent of the population. Votersareturned off
and many qudlified candidatesare excluded by lack of funds.
Candidates spend too much time raising money and not
enoughtimewithvoters.

Weall know that thereisno such thing asa“free
lunch” orinthiscase, afree campaign. So, onequestion
that dwaysarisesis, How muchwill publicfinancing cost?

The cost of running the Clean Electionssystemin
statesthat have passed smilar campaignreformislessthan
$1 per state resident. Remember, the current system of
campaign financingisnot “free” to state taxpayers. For
example, virtudly every legidative sesson, lavmakerspass
new tax breaksfor Coal. Citizen taxpayersthen must foot
thebill for theselost tax dollars. Many peoplebdievethese
tax breaks for Coal are a payback for Coal’s generous
campaign contributions.

TheWest VirginiaClean ElectionsAct, ascurrently
written suggeststhefollowing waysto help finance Clean
Electionscampaigns.
© All $5 quaifying contributions.
®Finesleviedfor violation of electionlaws.

© Voluntary donations to the Clean
Elections Fund. (Contributors are
eligiblefor adollar per dollar gateincome
tax credit for donations of up to $500.)
& Revenue from a $3 state tax check-off
program.
@ | nterest generated by the Clean Elections
Fund.
@ Other sourcesdecided by the L egidature.
The Citizens for Clean Elections
believesthat publicfinancing of dectionsin
West Virginiaisoneway to helprevitdize
and restorefaith in our democracy. If
your organization would like a
presentation on the West Virginia
Clean ElectionsAct or if your group
wouldliketo belongtothe Citizens /
for Clean Elections, please T A *:,

contact: A
Citizensfor Clean Elections, '_/"/ @
PO. Box 6753, Huntington, %

WV 25773-6753 or call
304-522-0246 for moreinformation.

Think Pollution Isn't Costing You?
BzzzzzzzzzzzzAttt - Wrong!

Childhood diseases of environmental origin cost
Americans$54.9 billionannualy, according to anew study
by scientistsat Mount Sinai School of Medicinein New
York, released today in Environmental Health Perspectives
(www.ehponline.org), thejourna of theNational Institute
of Environmenta Health Sciences.

Thetotal, 2.8 percent of al U.S. healthcare costs,
ismorethan Americansspend onmilitary research, veterans
benefitsand health care costsof stroke.

TheMount Sinai study, thefirst to assessthe costs
of pediatric disease of toxic environmenta origin, measured
the contribution of environmenta pollutantsto theincidence,
prevalence, mortality and costs of pediatric disease in
Americanchildren.

"The findings confirm our view that disease of
environmental origin causenot only great misery but pose
large costson American children and their families," said
Dr. Philip Landrigan, aleading researcher in children'shedlth
and head of the Center for Children's Health and the
Environment at theMount Sinai School of Medicine.



OVEC in ACTION - A Few of the

It makesusdizzy torecal everything we' vedone
sinceour last newsdl etter cameout in February. Below, in
wordsand pictures, we' ll try to bring you up to date on just
someof theactionstaken by OVEC volunteersand saffers.
You can also visit the PeopleinAction Photo Gallery and
the Action Alert pages of the OVEC website
(www.ohvec.org) for moredetailed information.

Feb. 14 - Stop Overweight Coal TrucksRally on the
Capltol steps

Duringthe 2002 |egidative sesson, overweight cod
truckswereahot topic. Coal companiesand coa haulers
havebeenflagrantly running overweight cod trucksfor years,
causing dl-too-common fata accidentsand pummeling our
infragtructure.

OnVdentine sDay, hundredsof codfiddresdents,
unionmembers, environmentaigts, law enforcement officers,
and lavmakers gathered on the steps of the Capitol toraly
insupport of upholding current laws.

Another rally followed on March 1

Despite the pressure, lawmakers failed to do
anything to stop illegally overloaded coal trucks from
crushing peopleand pavement. The Governor did call for a
task forceand nine public meetings, which codfied resdents
attended, despiterumblingsthat the outcome may berigged.
Thelegidatureisexpected to deal withtheissueduringa
gpecia sessoninJduly.

Feb. 18 - OVEC’snew website goeslive
WEe vereceived |otsof praiseonour new website
and have heard from many of you who have madethesite

8

your home page so you can check theenvironmenta news
wepost daily. Many thanksto DonAlexander of Spectrum
Web Design, akathe OVEC Web Lackey, for designing
thedte, with somehelp from OVEC staffers.

Feb. 22 - E-Day!
TheWest Virginia
Environmental Council’s
celebration of the
Environment at the state
capitol saw LauraForman
posthumoudly receivethe
WV  Environmental

MikeForman
Council’shighest award, the M other JonesAward. Janet
Fout presented the award and Mike, Laura’s husband
accepted it on her behalf, while urging everyone present to
carry onthe causein her memory.

Feb. 26 - 30" Anniversary of Buffalo Creek

OVEC, SAFE (Student Activism for the
Environment), MAPS (Marshall Action for Peaceful
Solutions) and the Oral History of Appa achiadepartment
presented two A ppal shop films “ The Buffalo Creek Flood:
An Act of Man” and “ Buffalo Creek Revisited.”

Survivors of the disaster came to the emotional
event. Onewomanwhowas 11 whenthe coal dam broke,
drowning 125 people, said“1 put down my toysthat day. |
haven't played since. | wasrobbed of my childhood.”

March 15 - Kick-Off Rally for Black LungWidow’s
March

OVEC
was a co-Sponsor
of Black Lung
widow Linda
Chapman’s long
walk from
Charleston to
Washington, DC.
Widowsof miners
who die from
Black Lung face
all sortsof obstaclesin getting the benefits duethem.

Chapmanwakedto DCtoraiseawarenessof their
plight and demand change.

LlndaChapman donsher shoes

continued on page 9



ThingsWe'veBeen Up To Lately

March 20 - National Call-In Day on Valley Fills

Wejoined with many other tateand nationa groups
inasking our membersto call both the US Environmental
Protection Agency and the Whitehouse's Council on
Environmentd Qudity totdl them not to gut the Clean Water
Act by changing the definition of “fill.” The Bush
adminigtration planned to changethe definition and thereby
legdizeillegd valey fills Thecal-inday wasahugesuccess
- even though the EPA shunted our callsaround.

Becausethe EPA did try to dodge someof our calls,
we decided to have asecond call-in day onApril 3. An
EPA official told anational environmental group that the
agency received hundredsof callsboth days. They got our
message, but it would seem coal industry campaign
contributorsaremoreimportant to the Bush adminigtration
than the health and well-being of codfield residents.

March 22-13"" Annual Treehugger sBall

All work and no play makesfor dull tree huggers,
s0 each year wehold our TreehuggersBall asafun(d)raiser.
Folks look forward to the great music, which this year
included Dave Peyton’sband 1937 Flood and, asalways
the mostly-husbands-of-OVEC band, with their latest
unprintable name. This years T-shirts were hot sellers,
featuring our new logo asdesigned by ceramic artist Joe
L ung (another amost-husband-of-OV EC) and aquote by
LauraForman, “West Virginiaistruly ALMOST HEAVEN.
Shehasgiven so muchtomy life. How could | not try to
help saveher?’

March 28 - Collegekidslearn True Costs of Coal

Representing OV EC, hydrogeol ogist Rick Eades
spoketovisiting MIT and Northwestern college students
about the hidden socioeconomic costs of coal .

April 1-Protesting Valley Fillsat theArmy Cor psof
Engineers

What a bittersweet day. We
returned to the scene of our December
10 protest — the one we never
completed because Laura Forman
collapsed and died minutes after she

gaveagpeech protestingtheArmy Corps
of Enginears palicy of illegally permitting
valley fills at mountaintop removal
operations. The April 1 turnout was

heavy, aswere our hearts. Mike Forman implored usto
cary oninhiswife sname. Fittingly, Mikeintroduced Dave
Cooper, whowould, inonemonth’stime, taketheposition
left open by Laura'sdeath. Wetold the Corps. Only Fools
Bury Streams!

April 8- Boone, Logan, What’sTheDifference? Why
A Mountaintop Removal Permit Hearing | sPostponed

The Army Corpsof Engineerspostponed apublic
hearing on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) for the proposed 3,100-acre (Hobet) Spruce No.
1 SurfaceMine, a Pigeon Roost Hollow, near (what'sleft
of) Blair, Logan County.

Here's why: Nathan Fetty of the WV Rivers
Codlitioncaled OVEC asking if wehad noticed that chapter
four of the DEIS, “Affected Environment and
Environmental Consequences,” (achapter which oddly
enough startsout by talking about how much the county
relieson coal mining) wasabout BOONE County. But this
proposed massive M TR siteisentirely within LOGAN
County. Oops! We contacted the Corps, and after some
public embarrassment, the Corps postponed the hearing.
Noword yet on the new hearing date.

April 15- L ocal EnvironmentalistsM eet With Office
of SurfaceMining

Leadersfrom OVEC, Cod River Mountain\Weatch,
WYV Highlands Conservancy, WV RiversCodlition, WV-
CitizenAction Group and Citizens Coal Council met with
Jeffrey Jarrett, the new Director of thefederal Office of
Surface Mining. Jarrett requested the meeting with \West

continued on page 10



People In Action
continued from page 9

Virginiaenvironmentaists, perhgpsbecauseheknowsOSM
has been absurdly lackadaisical in getting the WV
Department of Environmental Protection to enforce coal-
mininglaws.

April 16 - Protest at Massey Energy’s Annual
Stockholder M eeting

Codfiddresdents, citizenactivigsand unionminers
traveled fromWest Virginiato Richmond, Virginiato protest
outside Massey Energy’ sAnnua Stockholder meeting.

Whitesvilleresident FredaWilliamsgot toread a
statement inside the meeting, letting Massey know West
Virginiansaresick of Massey’sBad Corporate Behavior.
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Thecrowd gather sbeforeheading to M assey

Massey shareholdersgot the messagethat mountain
massacre and failed cod dudgeimpoundmentsaretheeco-

cidal and unacceptabl e results of Massey’ sunscrupulous
quest for profits.
April 16-17 - Refinery Reform Campign visitsDC

OVEC
well knows
the pollution/
health
problems
associated
w i t h
petrochemica
refineriesfrom
our ten years
of work
demanding
that the Catlettsburg, Ky., Ashland Oil refinery clean upits
emissons.

Thetoolsweusedin our successful effortsto clean
up theair around that plant are at risk. That’swhy, even
though refineriesare not afocusof OVEC' scurrent work,
wewereinvited to join the Refinery Reform Campaign’'s
visttoWashington, DC.

We cameto talk with congressional staffersabout
the Bush proposalstogut theCleanAir Act. InWest Virginia
alone, over 200 industrial plants(coal-fired power plants,
chemical plants and others) could increase their toxic
emissionsif Bush grantspolluterstheir completewish-list.

Aswego to press, newspapersare reporting that
Bush will OK Cheney’s corrupt Energy Task Force
recommendations, and "roll to black” the New Source
Review provisonsof the CleanAir Act.

OVEC'sVivian Sockman, center, with
members of theRefinery Reform
Campaign from acr ossthenation.

Politicsand the Environmental | mpact Statementon MTR - [t'sNot Pretty

Remember Mike Castle? He was one of three
former coa industry executivesappointed to head the WV
Department of Environmental Protection under Governor
Underwood (himself aformer coa industry exec). Castleis
now “gpecid assstant” totheU.S. Environmentd Protection
Agency'sadminigtrator for our region.

If you have beenfollowing Ken Ward'sarticlesin
the Charleston Gazette, you know that the Bush and Co.
are playing politicswith thelong-delayed Environmenta
Impact Statement (EI'S) on mountaintop removal. They'd
rather scrap the science (whichiscoming tothe conclusion
we all already know - mountaintop removal is an

environmenta and socid disaster) andingtead makethe EIS
into a vehicle for a streamlined permitting process for
mountaintop removal operators. Word hasit Mike Castle's
got hisfingerprintsall over thislatest dirty dedingfromKing
Cod and hisregulator-minions.

Be sure to check out the Charleston Gazette's
specia section ontheEIS, especialy the EPA dide show.
Ken Ward obtained the EIS via use of the Freedom of
Information Act, agreat example of democracy in action.
TheBush administration, citing nationa security, wantsto
makeit harder for citizensto usethe Freedom of Information
Act.

When you're finished with this newsletter, please pass it on!



People In Action
continued from page 9

April 19 - Granny D delivers Earth Day Speech on
MTR and LauraForman

Two OV ECianshad thegrand privilege of hearing
Doris“Granny D” Haddock deliver the speech “Belike
Laura: Keegpyour eyeontheball” to studentsat American
University (Washington, DC) for Earth Day (delivered on
April 19). Granny D, the campaign financereform crusader
who walked acrossAmericaat age 90, lovesOVEC!

Shesaid, “...I anhereto remind you to keep your
eyeontheball - thebeautiful blue-greenbdl that runsaround
the Sun in the company of Venusand Mars. Thisball we
liveupon. Thisbal our children and grandchildren may or
may not live upon... And so, to the extent that any person
can makeadedication, | dedicate Earth Day 2002to Laura
Forman and to Mike and Donald and to their friendsin
West Virginiawho arefighting thebad guys, the greedy, the
corrupt, the powerful. God blessL auraForman, for people
like Lauraprovidetherea homeland defensefor all of us.
They arenot distracted. They havetheir eyeontheblue-
greenball... GotoWest Virginiaand help them savethe
mountainsand passaclean el ectionslaw there, asthey are
now working on. If you can’'t send your body, send your
money... Don’t hidein sdlf-effacing modesty - beahero of
thisgrest planet. BelikeLaura, full of loveand energy. Follow
great people, and lead great people and aways, always
keepyour eyeontheblue-greenball. BelikeLaura, aways
letting your loving heart beyour strength and your guide. Be
like Laura, alwaysremembering that we cannot do for the
world what we cannot first do for our friends, our family
and the sweet lovesof our lives.”

JOIN the Action Alert! List

If you want to stay up-to-the-
moment on OVEC events and
actions, please join our Action
Alert! e-mail list.

Action Alerts! go out about 4 to 8

times per month. The Action
Alert! list is NOT a dialogue list,
so tons of e-mail won't land in
your Inbox. To join, send an e-
mail to vivian@ohvec.org.

May 17 - Eadesv. Raney

For the fourth year in arow, the Hugh O’ Bryan
Youth L eadership conferenceinvited hydrogeol ogist Rick
Eades to speak on the “Future of Coal” panel opposite
West VirginiaCoal Association president Bill Raney. Rick
spoke asarepresentative of OV EC to an audience of about
140 high school sophomores, onefrom each each high school
iInWest Virginia. Rick wowed thekidsand trounced Raney.

June2- Thunder intheHills

OVEC staffer Fout joined the southern regional
conferenceof theNational Lawyers Guild, held May 31-
June2, 2002, in Charleston. TheNational LawyersGuild

Activist lawyers, including our own Jason Huber
(second from left) enjoy the breathtaking view.
Unfortunately for wor ker swho constructed thetunnd,
it wasindeed " breath taking" in all sensesof theword.

iIsmade up of attorneysand othersacrossthe country “who
work to maintain and protect our civil rightsand libertiesin
thefaceof perastent attacksupon them; and wholook upon
thelaw asan instrument for the protection of the people,
rather than for their repression.”

TheCharleston mesting included alabor history tour
organized by ImKirby, aCharleston attorney. Participants
met Professor Paul Rakes (a history teacher at WV U-
Montgomery) at HawksNest State Park. He discussed the
worst |abor disaster in nationa history —the deathsof many
workersfromthe construction of thetunnel at Hawk’sNest.
Unsuspecting workerswereexposed and died frominhaing
deadly particlesof silica(glass). Thegroup also toured
Kayford Mountain, wherefolkstaked withrelativesof Larry
Gibson and then viewed mountain massacrefor themselves.

continued on page 12



People in Action
continued from page 11

June9- Citizensfor Clean Elections

OV EC believes mountaintop removal/valley fill
mining wouldn’t be so out of control if Big Coal didn’t
contribute so heavily to paliticians campaigns. That' swhy
wearepart of thediversecodition called Citizensfor Clean
Elections. CCE members appeared before alegisature
subcommitteeto discusstheWest VirginiaClean Elections
Act. Themeeting provided an opportunity for usto makea
clear casefor theneed for alternative, public financing of
electionsinWest Virginia

Junell- Brother Sun, Sister Air

OVEC géffersjoined with many of our friendsfrom
theWV Interfaith Global Climate Change Campaign at the
“Blessing of Brother Sun, Sister Air Energy Project” on
Potato Knob in Webster County. The service honored the
wind generator and solar panel project at the homeof Todd

~ 'I'..'Il - f!

r.

Keith MclIntire(with level) of Savage Solar, explains
the solar and wind system that powersthe Warren-
Garland household.

Garland and Carol Warren, two of an ever-growing number
of folkswho are making the switch to truly clean energy.
It'sobviouswe can't wait onthe government to lead usinto
thenew energy future. FolkslikeCarol and Todd areleading
theway for us.

Aswego to press, upcoming activitiesincludea
Sop MTR strategy meeting, the Cod Summitand OVEC's
attendance at the Outdoor Writersof AmericaAssociation
annual meeting, held thisyear in Charleston.

Pleasejoin OVEC in our actions—weguar antee
you we have mor efun than the greedhead polluters!
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Valley fills, dudge spills,
flood chillsand judgethrills

by Vivian Sockman

Therewewere, going about our business, pointing
out to as many peopl e as possiblethat several aspects of
mountaintop remova cod mining areillegd, aswell asutterly
devastating to our forested mountains, streams, mountain
cultureand our futures.

Asusud, for acoupleof decades, and up until early
May, most valley fillsat mountaintop removal operations
wereillegd, but theU.S. Army Corpsof Engineerscontinued
to permit them anyway.

Yup, everythingwasjust likeusud. Late Thursday,
May 2, another round of deadly floods hit southern West
Virginia, leaving nine dead, hundreds homel ess, schools
battered, and roads and bridges pummeled — so far, an
egtimated $70 millionindamage.

Several townsin McDowell County werewiped
off themap. Again, many residents said they believethe
floodswere worsened because mountaintop removal and
essentially unregul ated timbering denude huge swaths of
forests. Thesefolksdidn't need towait onthelatest study
to know that adevegetated, mountain-scalped, valey-filled
landscape doesn’t absorb rain runoff the way a lush
temperateforest does.

Weren't thenational forestshere establishedinthe
mid-1900s after peopl e connected the dots between heavy
flooding and heavy deforestation? (By mid-June, the WV
Department of Environmental Protection wasunder firefor
blacking-out key informationinastudy of last July’sfloods,
wherethefina damagebill wasover $190 million. Thestudy
says, in part, that mining and timbering can increase runoff
by upto 21 percent.)

Yup, itwassameold, sameold. Early Friday, May
3, the heavy rains sent 5,000 gallons a minute of sludge
(induding weter, cod finesand thechemicalsusedintreating
coal for market) spewing out of acod wasteimpoundment
near Gary, McDowell Co., WV, into the Tug River (the
third major sludge spill inasmany yearsfor the battered
river). All told, the DEPegtimates* tensof millions’ of gdlons
escaped. DEPwarned downstream residentsthat theentire
dam could collapsewith“ catastrophic” results.

Since 1999, the DEP issued at least 26
environmental violationsfor thisimpoundment, but the
compani es operating theimpoundment took no remedial

action. '
continued on page 13



Tiny Life Forms Play Critical Role

MTR Smothering Vital Headwater Stream Systems

by Janet Fout

Dr. Ben Stout, an aquiatic ecologist
fromWhedling Jesuit University, spoketo
membersof OV EC and theHuntington Tri-
State Audubon Society onApril 25. Ben's
research focuses on the impacts of
mountaintop remova/valey fill sripmining
of coal on aguatic creaturesin headwater
streams.

His graphs show that most
populations of shredders, the very tiny
crittersthat shred leavesand other organic
material, providing food for downstream
life, areburiedwhenavaley fill is250 acres
or greater.

Shredders, hesaid, arethe” engine
that drivesthelifeinastream.” Highly significant lifeforms,
despite coal company claimsto the contrary.

His studies also show that many of the
topographical mapsthat delineate streamsdo NOT show
where headwater streamsactually begin. Inother words,
it'slikely that the amount of headwater streamsaready lost
forever to mountaintop removal/valley fills has been
underestimated. Ben saysthat theonly real way to know

Fills, Chillsand Thrills

Ben Stout, studier of all
creaturesthat aretiny or wet.

whereastream beginsistogointothefield
and get your bootswet; looking at aUSGS
(United States Geol ogic Survey) mapisnot
good enough.

Here' savisonary quotefrom Ben:
“I cantell youwith astraight face, that if
you put 200 feet of fill ontop of aheadwater
stream, you aregoingtodestroy it...1f you
take headwater streams away from the
matrix of streamsthat feed into our large
river systems, wearegoing to end up with
highly polluted mgjor water systems. This
is avery significant ecosystem. These
stream ecosystems are not to be thrown
away.”

Ben had the privilege of touring
Pigeon Roost Hollow (the proposed gigantic 3,100-acre
Dd-Tex gteinBlar, WV) withfederd Judge CharlesHaden
prior to hisfirst, landmark ruling that declared the burying
of perennial and intermittent streams under tons of coal
miningwasteasillegd.

Ben appeared in “ Appalachian Apocalypse,” a
segment of Earth Rescue on cabletelevison’sOutdoor Life
Network, which hasaired many times.

continued from page 12

DEP could have, and obvioudy should have, shut
down theimpoundment after just twoviolationsin oneyesr.
(Newsflash: On June 11, aline leading to an Arch Coal
impoundment, at their “ showcase” Hobet 21 mountaintop
remova steleaked 25,000 galonsof durry into atributary
of theLittleCoal River.)

Then, at 4:30 p.m. on Friday, May 3, Bush, Inc.
illegally changed arulewithin the Clean Water Act, thus
legalizing valley fills. Bush made this change, despite
hundredsof callsand |ettersfrom membersof OVEC, and
other local and nationa groups, asking hisEnvironmental
Protection Agency appointees not to makethe change. He
ignored abipartisan letter from 57 U.S. Representatives
asking him not to makethe change. Heignored the Senate
Environment and Public Works Committee request that he
not act until after aCongressional hearing onthechange.

Heignored everybody but hisfriendsand funders,
the Power-Polluters. Not only doeshisrulechangegivea
bigfat greenlight to coal companieswanting to bury even
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more streams with even more rubble from our former
mountains, but thisrule changeaso says, “ Just DumpItin
TheWaters!” to pollutersnationwide.

Folks who care about the future of life on earth
wereworried sick about theimplications for one of our
most precious resources—water. We were alsoworried
about another preciousresourcethat seemsto bedipping
away —democracy. We have hopethat alega challengeto
Bush'srule change could befiled and would most likely
prevail. Sofar, therehasn't been animmediate need for
that challenge, thanksto U.S. Digtrict Court Judge Charles
H. Haden I, thebravest manalive.

On May 8, Haden publicly spanked Bush by
reiterating his 1999 ruling (overturned on ajurisdictional
guestion) that most valley fillsat mountaintop removal are
indeedillegd, and that, ahem, Mr. Bush, only Congresscan
rewritethelaws.

All thisnewsfocused the national spotlight on\West
Virginiaand Kentucky. Newspaper editoridsrailed against

continued on page 15



A Letter for Almost Level WV
Bush toAppalachia: “Gee, | Wish | Had the Timeto Care”

by Dave Cooper

During the May bustrip to Washington, many on the busfound themselvesfrustrated and disturbed by
the Bush administration’seffortsto over-ridethe Clean Water Act and permit illega valley fills.

For an administration that pridesitself on“family values’ and “ compassionate conservatism,” it sure
seemsto show very littleregard or compassion for the families of Appal achian communitiesthat have been
flooded by runoff from mountaintop removal siteslooming over them, or who have had their drinking water
poisoned by coal dudge contamination.

So theideawasformed: Why not invite the President to see flood damage, cracked foundationsand
ruined communitiesfirst hand? Why not invite himto southern West Virginia?

After al, onhislast tripto West Virginiahevisited Walker Machinery in Belle, to seethe economic
benefits of the manufacture of coal mining equipment used for mountaintop removal —surely intheinterest of
fairnesshewill want to hear both sidesof theissue!

OK, you can stop laughing now.

Soaletter wasdrafted and Sgned by representativesof eight environmental groups: Appaachian Citizens
Law Center, Big Sandy Environmenta Codition, CitizensCod Council, Cod River Mountain Watch, Kentuckians
For The Commonwealth, Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, West Virginia Environmental Council, West
VirginiaHighlands Conservancy and West VirginiaRivers Codition, inviting the Presi dent to visit the coa fiel ds of
West Virginiaand Kentucky. Theletter read, in part:

“ Dear President Bush: Asresidents of the Kentucky and West Virginia coalfieldswho are greatly
harmed by mountaintop removal coal miningandillegal valleyfills, and asrepresentatives of organizations
working inthese areas, we challenge you to visit our area. Weimplore you to seefirst-hand the devastation
from mountai ntop removal —including the recent catastrophic floodsin West Virginia and the aftermath
of the massive coal slurry impoundment spill in Kentucky in 2000.

Our area has experienced two record “ 100-year floods,” deadly floods in the past 10 months.
This month, nine southern West Virginia residents have died in these floods.”

Theletter described the consequences of the Martin County durry spill and chided the President for the
annihilation of mountain streams: “ It isstarkly apparent that the decision-makersin your administration do
not have a full sense of the consequences of their actions.”

Theletter wassigned by Jeremy Muller, executivedirector of theWest VirginiaRivers Codition.

Tonoone sgreat surprise, wereceived aletter about two weekslater, signed by Bradley A. Blakeman,
Deputy Assistant to the President and Director of A ppointmentsand Scheduling.

“Dear Mr. Muller,” it read. “ | have been asked to respond to your letter to the President inviting
himto visit your coalfields.

“While the President would appreciate the opportunity, we are unableto add it to his calendar at
thistime. | know you will under stand that with the tremendous demands on histime and the large volume
of similar requests, events such as these are extremely difficult to schedule even though each one is
important. However, your suggestion is a good one, and we will keep it in mind should an opportunity
present itself in the future.

“1 know that the President would want me to thank you for your interest and to send his very best
wishes.

Sncerely,

Bradley A. Blakeman, Deputy Assistant to the President and Director of Appointments and
Scheduling.”




Fills, Chillsand Thrills

continued from page 13

Bush'sincredulous act and its potential impact onthe
entire country. Inthemidst of al this, weaso learned
from a Freedom of Information Act request by
Charleston Gazettereporter Ken Ward, Jr., that Bush,
Inc., isattempting to hijack thelong overdueenvironmenta
impact statement (EI1'S) on mountaintop removal. Instead
of bringingtolight thedetailed informationinthe as-yet-
unpublished EI S, such asthefact that future mountaintop
removal and timbering could obliterate about 1 million
acresof our lush, biologicdly diverseforests, Bushwants
tousethe EISasavehicleto provideamorestreamlined
MTR permitting process! (Besureto check out thespecid
ElSsection on-lineat http://wvgazette.com/static/series
mining/eishtml . Sofar, you can't read the El Sanywhere
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Join a WINNING TEAM! Get ACTIVE with OVEC!

Make a DIFFERENCE!

nation.

polluting technologies.

in West Virginia.

Donation

E-mail

OVEC stopped plans for a toxic waste incinerator that would have imported hazardous waste from across the

OVEC organizing forced an end to chronic pollution violations at the Ashland Oil refinery in Catlettsburg, KY.

r
r
I” OVEC led the broad effort to stop plans for the nation’s largest pulp mill, which would have used outdated, heavily
I© An OVEC lawsuit compelled state government to enforce important provisions of the federal Clean Water Act.

r

OVEC worked with other groups to stimulate passage of significant, first-step campaign finance reform measures

IC OVEC is changing the face of "politics as usual” in West Virginia through our Clean Elections work.
I” OVEC is committed to bringing an end to mountaintop removal/valley fill strip mining.

Cut this coupon out and mail today to: OVEC, P.O. Box 6753, Huntington, WV 25773-6753
New member or renewal (Dues $10-$30 yearly, pay what you can)

Please add me to OVEC'’s e-mail Action Alert! list

el se. Help keep independent newspapersalive—subscribe
tothispaper!)

IN 1999, after thefirst timeHaden said most valley
fillsareclearly illegal under the Clean Water Act, the coal
industry anditsgovernment friendsdid everything they could
tooverturntheruling. They did not succeed. Thistime, Bush
tried to anticipate thejudge and changed thelaw himself.

Yearsof organizing and awareness-rasing by groups
like OVEC are paying off. We have morefriendsthan ever
in Congress (though westill can't put theWest Virginiaand
Kentucky delegationsentirdy intothecategory of “friends,”
to put it nicely) who are apparently appalled at what is
happening hereand wanttododl they cantostoptheinsanity.
And, wehavean ever-growing codition of loca and nationd
groups committed to ending mountain massacre.
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For more info call (304) 522-0246 or go to www.ohvec.org
Remember — All donations to OVEC are tax deductible!
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Oh, those pesky coalfield residents! The nerve!

WYV Coal Association President Bill Raney wasn’t thrilled to be found in a WYV House of Delegates cubicle

when coalfield residents, upset with Raney's call to raise the weight limits on already deadly coal trucks,
cornered him and spoketheir mind.

photo by Vivian Sockman
Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition
P O Box 6753 NONPROFIT ORG
Huntington WV 25773-6753 Us PFSSSAGE

HUNTINGTON WV
PERMIT NO 370

=+ Printed on unbleached, recycled paper =



