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Bush's Energy Plan W|II SacrlflceWV Hills

by Vivian Sockman

On a bright sunny Tuesday morning, dozens of
representatives of state environmental groups assembled
along President Bush’s motorcade route to protest the
proposed Bush-Enron energy policy. That policy subsidizes
(in billions $3$) the “Clean Coal” lie and has grave
ramificationsfor West Virginia still-standing cod -bearing
mountains.

We picketersat the Jan. 22 event represented not
only our groups members, but also the 9 out of 10
Americans who favor alternative energy methods to
solve shortages. (Gallup Poll, Nov. 27, 2001:
www.gal lup.com/poll/rel eases/pr011127.asp)

An energy task force made up of political donors
and/or business executiveswrote the energy plan during
closed-door meetings. The plansmellsso bad, the General
Accounting Office has demanded to see the meetings
records. Vice President Dick Cheney won't hand those over,
andthe GAOiscons dering suing the Bush administration.

Apparently believing that Americansare so ga-ga

Laura Forman: A Tribute

Laura Forman, OVEC's
organizer and adrivingforcebehind
many citizensgroups efforts, died
suddenly on Dec. 10, 2001, during
araly at the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers officein Huntington to
protest mountaintop remova mining.
Shewas 39.

Sheand her husband, Mike,
moved to the area from New York in 1992 and almost
immediately becameinvolvedin severd environmenta issues
intheTri-Sate. Lauraand Mike have oneson, Dondd, age
5. A portion of thisissue of E-Notesisdedicated to her life,
her spirit and her memory.

Getting the message out about Bush'splan are, from
right, Vivian Sockman, Mike Forman and Dianne
Bady, among other s, by pointing out that West Virginia
will become” America'sEnergy SacrificeZone."

over hisWar on Terrorism he can get away with anything,
Bush sayshisenergy policy isall about National Security
and Jobs.

But his visit was obviously a taxpayer funded
cheerleading session for Coal and Capito, at taxpayer
expense. Thecost for al the security surrounding hisvisit
must have been huge - hismotorcadeissolong, sofull of
gas-guzzlers, wecould surely cut our dependenceonforeign
oil, thusboosting National Security, if hewould only stay
home. And did Bush'sadvisorsstudy at Orwell U.? Jobs?

continued on page 4
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Eulogy for Laura

Wordsthat arosefrom abroken heart

DianneBady
Dec. 15, 2001, (at LauraForman'smemorial service).

"I lift up my eyes to the hills, from whence cometh
my help.”

Laurasspiritisaive. Laura, weloveyou. Help
meout herefolks—L aura, weloveyou!

Lauradied whileshewasfiercely defending the
mountains and the people she loved. Beneath her
stunning beauty,
Laura was fierce.
Shewasfiercein her
fightfor thelandand
the people. Shewas
fierceinher fight to
leave abetter world
for her son Donald.

Butitwasa
fiercenessrootedin
love. | have never
known anyonewith
such a capacity for
love. I've never
known anyonewho
gavelovesofredy.

Laurastruggled mightily to balance her work
withthetimeshe spent with her family. I’ veseen her cry
when shefelt she’ d not given enough timeand careto
Mike. I’ ve seen her weep when sheleft homewith sharp
wordsto Mike, wordsthat arose out of atoo busy life.

Laura worked too hard. We all know that.
Once shewasfocused on atask, theonly way shecould
be pulled away wasif Donald needed her. If Donald
needed her, shedropped everything.

| seeLaura’sloveof life, her loveof LIGHT,
shining  through
Donad'seyes. Please
seethephoto of Laura
withmany of her family
members — a photo
taken when Donald
was still a baby.
Everyone else was
looking at the camera,
but Laura seyeswere
onDonad.

Ongray days,
| often saw Lauraasa
flash of brilliance.
Wheredid that flash of
brilliance comefrom?

It'sbeenmy
privilege to have
spent much of the past fivedayswith Laura' sfamily.
Her family iswhere her love was focused the most
grongly.

Lauraloved her husband, Mike, and her son,
Dondd, withawildfierceness. Shestarted datingMike
when shewas only seventeen. There' snever beenany
man for Laurabut Mike. AsMike' smother says, they
were soul mates. As Mike's father says, Laurawas
accomplished ineverything shedid.

Lauraand Mike shared apassion for nature.
When Laurafound aninjured screech owl afew weeks
ago, sheand Miketook careof it until they wereable
to get expert help. Together, they cared for stray animds,
until their house held four dogs and six cats. And of
course, they wereateaminraisng Donald.

Laura, left, at thecoal rally put on by Rep. Capito, center.

Wheredid sheget that
enormous capacity for
love? Much of thisisa mystery that | can only
thank God for. Butit'salso obviousthat Laurawas
theproduct of afamily filled withlove.

From her mother, Geneva, Lauragot her fire
and her grit. Laura simmense energy, her fierceness,
camefrom her mother, wholovesher withwild abandon.
Lauragot her lovefor beauty, her loveof flowers, from
her mother

Laura'sfather, Jack, tellsof how fromthetime
shewasvery small, Laurainsisted that they stop the
car if aturtlewason theroad, so the turtle could be
rescued. When therewerealot of littletoadsin their
yard, Laura insisted on walking in front of Jack’s
lawnmower so that she could chase the toads out of
continued on page 6




Mountaintop Removal - Worsethan Buffalo Slaughter?

by David Cooper

Inthe classic 1932 biography Black Elk Speaks,
the Oglala Sioux holy man describes the great buffalo
slaughter of the 1870s:. “ The Wasichus (white men) did
not kill them to eat, they killed them for the metal that
makes them crazy, and they took only the hides to sell.
Sometimes they did not even take the hides, only the
tongues. You can see that the men who did this were
crazy. Sometimes they did not even take the tongues;
they just killed and killed because they liked to do that.
When we hunted bison, we killed only what we needed.
And when there was nothing left but heaps of bones,
the Wasi chus came and gathered up even the bones and
sold them.”

TheWestern prairie was once blackened by bison
estimated to number between 30 millionand 40 million, with
herdsreported to stretch 3to 5 milesacrossand 60 miles
long. The slaughter ended in 1883, and by the turn of the
century only about 500 bison remained.

Today we shake our headsin disbelief and anger at
the greed of the buffalo hunters and the insanity of the
daughter. How could people be so blind?Why didn’t they
think about thefuture?

WEe renot likethe buffal o hunterstoday, of course.
WEe've learned not to waste resources needlessly or to
sguander our preciousnatural heritage. How far we have
progressed!

WEell, maybe. Even though we no longer tolerate
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uncontrolled daughter, in many waysthe massacre of our
natural resources hasincreased sincethe 1800s.

Takethe example of mountain-rangeremoval as
practiced in Kentucky andWest Virginia Environmentaists
used to call it mountaintop removal before mining

corporations began ~- -~ . -
obliterating entire ———
mountain ranges. W
They areblasted of f

with dynamite, and
the “overburden”
(what you and |
would call the
mountain) isdumped
intothevaleysinan
operationcdledvdley
fill.

Onceadl thecod is
removed by giant draglineswhose operation requiresonly
one or two people, reclamation mandated by the federal
SurfaceMining Control and Reclamation Act requiresthat
theland berestored to ahigher use.

Desperate attempts by the government and coal
companiesto comply with thelaw haveresultedin huge
cost overruns ($40 million to stabilizethe soil for afederal
prisonsitein Martin County) and comica attemptsto create
wildlife habitat on barren, lifelesssoil (imported elk herds
and aduck pond at Addington’s Starfire minesitein Knott
County). Maybeaherd of zebrawould bemoreappropriate
for theseaien mountaintop savannahs.

Morethan 600 coa durry waste pondscreated by
these mountaintop mining operationsarein Appalachian
mountain hollows, destroying countless streams and
threatening communitiesbel ow the earthen dams.

IgnoringtheMartin County cod durry disaster, West
Virginiahasjust permitted theimmense Brushy Fork durry
impoundment near Whitesvillethat would hold 5 billion
galonsof durry in apond deeper than the 900-foot New
River Gorge. Thedamisdirectly abovean dementary school
and thetown of Whitesville, whoseresidentswerehit with
deadly floodsin July as a heavy rainfall poured off the
deforested mountain withitshighly compacted, strip-mined
0il.

It sthesamestory in Kentucky, where Coastd Codl
wantsto buildadurry pondin Perry County twicethesize
of thefailed Martin County impoundment only athird of a

continued on page 10



Bush Protest

continued from page 1

Decades ago, there were over 100,000 miners.
Now there are about 16,000, despite record coal
production. Bush visited a factory here that makes
mountai ntop removal equipment, touting more jobs- yet
thisequipment hasthrown thousands of minersout of work.

Nationa Security? Plu-eeze. What’ s secure about
tearing down the mountains, fouling the air and water,
pumping mercury intotheair and ultimately into our bodies?

“CleanCod?" Readmy lips Thereisnosuchthing
ascleancoal.

From extraction (mountai ntop removal, black lung,
acid minedrainage, abandoned minelines, longwall mining,
etc.), to processing (coal dust, dudgeimpoundments), to
trangportation (cod dust, dangerousoverweight coa trucks
and damaged infrastructure), to burning (globa warming,
acidrain, risngashmarates, increasinglearning disabilities),
todisposa of theash (evenif “clean cod” technologiesdo
manage to remove some of the coal combustion pollutants
fromtheair, what happensto the pollutant-laden ash - it
eventually makesitsway into groundweter), thereisno such
thingas“cleancod.”

It'slikely the Prez didn’t even see us picketersas
his motorcade passed. Two limo's broke out of the
motorcadeline, practicaly buzzed us, keepingthepresdent’s
Iimoontheinside shielding himfromDANGER: A different

GD' fﬂ]‘d
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Rick Eades puts his own spin on
mountaintop removal miningfor President
Bush'svisit.

Theair'snot all that great in her town thankstoKing
Coal, and Pauline Canterbury wants to make sure
GeorgeBush knowsit!

point of view.

No matter. TheBush-Enron planisaplanto keep
Fat Cats walletsfat, at great peril to current and future
generations. The Bush-Enron energy planisinfor abattle.
Though the House has passed an ecocidal plan, Senate
Democratsare baking. Perhapsthey recognizethat therest
of theworldisgaloping towardsthat new energy economy,
embracing cleaner aternativeenergy inabig way.

Perhapsthe Senate can craft an energy policy that's
atypeof Marshall Planfor dternativeenergy, withit'strue
promiseof jobs, tax revenue, revitalizedlocal economies.
Anenergy policy that let’suskeep thelightson and keep
the mountains - what aconcept!

Governor Wise' sown Energy Task Force can come
up withasimilar energy plan - onethat recognizesthetrue
toll from King Coal, beginsto wean our state off coal, and
movesusinto the new energy economy
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kindnessand lovelikestardust. For Laura, thelittlethingswer ethebig things.

L oaned mebooks, money, car, fill intheblank.

Carried heavy thingsfor mefromthecar upthe  for aChangingWorld award. Herald-Dispatch photo

_ N
A " Sister of the Heart"

Lauracame streaking through my life nineyearsago like arare and beautiful comet - trailing acts of

How Laural oved Me(apartid list)

Sheheld mewhen | washurting.
Brought meflowers.
Listenedto my frustrations.
Fedmy animals.
Sat with meand watched theriver.

Inquired about my body, mind, soul.
Visted mewhen| wasill.

Sent melovenotes.
Addressed our wedding invitations.
Soothed my dying cat, Lenny.
Picked Julieup any timel asked.
Made my bank deposits.
Bought my lunchwhen | wasbroke.
Gave mepresentsfor no reason.
Made melaugh until weboth cried.
Screened my phonecalls.
Changed my cat boxes.

Filledinfor meat meetings. :
Madephonecallsthat | couldn’t. Janet, Dianneand L aur a, after winningthe L eader ship

steps, and back down for another oad.
Took my dog, Posey, to her house when wewere out of town.
Brought food to my dying father’shome.
Drove meover narrow back roadsin thedark of night.
Criedwithmeintimesof sorrow.
Celebrated my birthdays.
Encouraged my growth.
Held my hand.
Shared finewineand music.
Overlooked my faults.
Whispered her secrets, hopesand dreams.

Defended mefiercely.

Loya friend, remarkable colleague, kindred spirit, beloved, beautiful “ s ster-of-the-heart.”
How you loved, how you loved, how you loved.

by Janet Fout, OV EC sister-of-the-heart




Eulogy for Laura
continued from page 3

gentleness. | see Laura's

harm’sway. Jack saysit took
along timeto mow thelawn.
But heloved Lauradeeply, so
he allowed her to slow down
his lawn care. From Jack,
Lauragot her love of people,
and her loveof classcad music.

| want to thank
Genevaand Jack for allowing
Laurato bewho shewas. For
nurturing her uniqueness | want
to thank Genevaand Jack for
not trying to push Laurainto
bland conventiondity.

| see Laura's
emationd intengty inher Sster
Lynn. | seeLaura’ sendearing
silliness in Lynn. Watching
Lynn romp and frolic with
Donald, | see Laura. When
Lynncussed abluestreak at a
mistake one newspaper made

1994 - hereweare, thethreeof us- Laura, Dianne
and Janet, standing our ground at Apple Grove,
W.Va. Wherethebiggest pulp mill on thecontinent
ISN'T. WherechlorinebleachingisNOT causing

tender side.

How very much |’ve
learned from Laura over the
years. Who | am today has
beenimmeasurably influenced
by Laura. To al of Laura's
family — Mike, Donald,
Geneva, Jack, Lynn, Gayleand
Eric—thank youfor helping her
to be such aspecial person.

I’ve been Laura’s
closefriend and co-worker for
nine years. At times, we
disagreed. But shetaught me
how to disagree openly, how
toresolvedifferencesquickly
rather thanto et them fester.

Lauraand| redly only
ever had oneargument. But it
seems like we had this one
argument hundredsof times. It

in Laura’s obituary, | saw "7 ) 9> = wentlikethis:
L aurain her. y dioxinstobedumped mtotheOhlp River. After this “Dianne, | want to do ...
Laura's love of photo was taken, we went to Point Pleasant and suchand such.”

animalswas shared with her
sister Gayle. Laura talked
about how asachild, sheand
Gayle would ride horses. Laura shared her fierce
determinationwith Gayle, who hasdevoted her lifetotraning
and caring for horses.

And Eric was aways Laura's baby brother. |
remember how when Ericwasin collegein Virginia, Laura
and Mike often drove there to bring Eric to spend the
weekend withthem. In Eric, | seeLaura skindnessand her

f Just ONE of Coal's Costs \

Remember the Martin County coal sludge
disaster last year? Well, that "act of God," as
Martin County Coal called it, cost the city of
Ashland, Ky., $196,574.70, city officials said,
mainly due to the shutdown and subsequent
cleaning needed at the water treatment plant.
Who says coal never gives us anything back?

N\ J

bought so many chrysanthemumsthat Janet could
hardly seeout her car windows. Coveredinflowers,
welaughed all theway home.

“Laura, you've already

committed yourself ... tothis,

tothis, tothis, andtothis. You
haveto take care of Y OURSEL Ftoo!”

Countlesstimes, | begged, pleaded and threatened
her - “Laurastay hometomorrow! Take sometime off!”
Butit mostly didn’t work. Sometimes|’ dtry to get her to
PROMISE me that she’ d take some time off tomorrow.
Mostly, sherefused.

But even when shedid promise, too oftenit was
thisscenario—1’d call the office early inthe morning and
she’ d answer the phone. When she heard my voice, she'd
say, “Damn! | knew | shouldn’t have answered that phone!”

For the past year, Laurahas had apaid sabbatical
coming to her. Janet, Vivian, Maryanne, Denise, Dot and |
talked to her often about setting adateto begin her sabbatica
time off. But there was always something to do that was
moreimportant to her. So her sabbatical never happened.

| want to sharejust afew memories.

Yearsago, when Lauraand Mikelivedin Kenova,
continued on page 7



Eulogy for Laura

continued from page 6

therewasa public meeting that | remember most clearly.
Ashland Ol officid sand government regulatorswereat the
Kenova town hall to hear residents’ concerns about
Ashland’sthen-pattern of pollutionviolations. WhileLaura
spoke, one Ashland Oil official wastalking to the person
gitting next to him. Thiswas morethan Lauracould bear.
Shelooked himinthe eyeand shouted out, “ You wipethat
smarmy look off your face! You listen tome!”

Asthe meeting waswinding down, that Ashland
Oil official went to Mike and asked, “ Can’t you control
your wife?’

Obvioudy, that man did not know
Laura

Last year, Senator Byrd tried to
pushthrough alegidativerider that would
have madeit easier and quicker to permit
more mountai ntop removal mines.

When folksfrom nationa groups
told Laura to get West Virginians to
Washington quickly, Laura organized a
busload of peopletotravel to DCinone
day —aphenomenal organizing feat. She
hed that buschartered and filled with people
inoneday.

But shedid runinto asnag while
trying to charter thebus. Thebuscompany
owner refused tolet her useabus. Hesaid
that pro-mountaintop remova minershad
just used hisbusesto go to Washington to arguein favor of
more mountaintop remova . So Lauracalled areporter. The
reporter called the bus company to get the story on why
Laurawasnot alowed to charter abus.

Within minutes, the busowner called Laurato say
that she could haveabusafter al.

Senator Byrd' sattempt to makeit easier and quicker
to permit new mountaintop removal mineswas defeated.

sBxarTyunsBah

of Kayford Mountain.

&ﬁ#ﬁ

Andwhenthebuspulled back into Huntington, thebusdriver
said that thiswasthe best group of peoplehe’ d ever driven
for.

Please see the photo of Laurain a chicken suit,
standing just afew feet away from Governor Wise. Bob
Wisewassmiling and waving tothe crowd, trying to pretend
that therewasnot achickenin hisface.

Laura nurtured me in ways that no one else did.
Her passing leavessuch aholeinmy life. Shepicked meup
when | fell. How | wish | could have picked her up when
shefell on Monday —theworst day of my life.

Shortly
beforeher degth,
Laura gave me
anornament for
my Christmas
tree. It'sanange
holdingashove.
What anunusua
image—anangel
with a shovel.
Andit'snot even

=ﬂ“;:;:':‘:_: a fancy shovel.
o™ Theshove looks
eae them P & rusted and well-

Laura sharing a lighthearted moment with used. Hi
mountaintop removal miningactivist Larry Gibson . T 'Sapd
isn'tjust hanging

out in cosmic
bliss. ThisisaWORKING angel.

Laura, honey, please remember — you' ve got a
sabbatical coming beforeyou diginupthere.

(The screech owl was released outside of Mike and
Laura’s home after Laura’s memorial service. The owl
flew strongly up into the air and away fromthe watching

crowd.)
wTxu Bl e LN
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Memories
and
Thoughts.....

"When the coal companies say
it's an act of God, well, we have
somebody on the Inside now!"
Larry Gibson, OVEC board
member.

"l am so sorry to hear of
Laura's passing. In memory
of her great spirit and tenacity
we will rededicate ourselves to
the work at hand.”

Tom FitzGerald, KFTC

Above - On the Summer Solstice
2001 Sludge Tour: Laura, Rick
Eades, Maryanne Maul, Freda
Williams; front, Judy Bonds,
Janice Nease, outside
Marfork Coal Company,
after touringthemassive
Brushy Fork Minecoal
dudgeimpoundment.

"May your delightful soul situpon a

tulip tree and guide us in our fight." A raremoment of relaxation on afriend'sporch,
Dan Kash, OVEC board member listening to the night sounds.




In Logan County; ahugeM TR mine
isslated to goin abovethishouse.

Above, Laura'scar -just afew bumper
stickerd! ... at right, cleaning up after
the summer 2001 floods in Bulghar
Hollow, Raleigh Co. - avalleyfill isjust
visiblein top center of photo.

"We really HAVE to keep fighting
now, she'll come back and get us if
wedon't."

Anonymous




Waslt Just a Chance Encounter, or Waslt a Final Good-Bye?

by Monty Fowler

| have been putting together "E"-Notesfor OVEC
since1997. Thisisthe 13th timel havedone so, andit has
been the hardest. The detached objectivity that thisformer
journaist appliestowriting projectsbrokedown thistime,
because so many of the pictures, stories and quotes are
about someone| knew and admired, LauraForman.

We were friends, colleagues, fellow eco-
extremists...lots of different labels, none of which
communicate what awonderful and unique person Laura
was. She was always telling me what agood job | was
doing, whenal | do most of thetimeissitinthetrenchand
passtheammo - SHE'sthe oneup onthefiringline.

| decided to sharethisincident with theworld at

Buffalo Slaughter
continued from page 3

mile from the Kentucky River’'s North Fork. That's
Lexington'sdrinking water supply.

The buffalo have returned, thanks to strict
conservationlaws, and oneday great herdswill roam once
againontheWestern plains. But 1 millionyearsfrom now,
thanksto our generation, the mountains of West Virginia
and Kentucky will still be flat because of greed and the
willingnessof afew politiciansto ignorethe problemin
exchangefor huge campaign contributions- and because
theresidentsof Kentucky and West Virginiadidn't demand
that it stop.

Imaginewnhat peoplewill think about us100 years
from now. Compared to us, the buffalo hunterswill ook
likesantd

What should we say to the politicianswho defend
mountain-rangeremova mining, who pout theidioticmantra
"cleancod", who never showed their facesin Martin County
after thedudge spill, who have accepted $750,000 in soft-
money campai gn contributionsfrom coa magnate Larry
Addington whileopposing reform of our campaign finance
lavs?

What would you have doneif you had beendivein
the 1870s, when President Ulysses S. Grant vetoed
legislation that would have stopped the slaughter of the
buffalo?Would you haveraised your voicein protest? Or
wouldyou havefallensilent or smply turned away?

Thedaughter continues.

Published Sept. 7, 2001, in the Lexington Herald-L eader

large, after telling Dianne, Janet and Viv, because| could
fed Lauragivingmeapokeintheeyeif | didn't:

" wassomewhat reluctant totell anyoneabout this,
kind of the feeling you get when you crack open one of
those doorsand hear the eerie wind blowing on the other
side, but after | thought about it, | decided | had to.

"It was Tuesday morning, Dec. 11, the day after
Lauradied. | wasworking at my desk, which hasalarge
window infront of it, and abird feeder hanging onthepine
treeright outside (1 mean, what else would be hanging
there?).

"It was about 10 that morning when abird started
setting up an awful racket out there. | looked out, and
immediately identified aCarolinawren asthe source of al
thenoise. Thiswaskind of odd, because| had never seen
one at my feeder before, even though it had been up for
more than a year. What was even odder was that this
Carolinawren wasn't on thefeeder - it wasflittingamong
the branches, and more than once clung to the window
frame, chattering all thewhile. It kept flitting around from
the pinetreeto thewindow frame, but never oncelanded
on the feeder or the ground under it, and did not stop
chattering.

" After about 10 minutes, it went away, and | have
not seen aCarolinawren at that feeder since.

"I did not know that Carolinawrenswere one of
Laurasfavoritebirdsuntil | went to thememoria service
four dayslater and saw the picture of one she had painted.

"Sonow | amthinking, andfed that | havetobelieve,
that that was L aura, coming to say good-bye."

Take Timeto Speak Out About Dirty
Money in Our Democr atic Process

Inserted inthisissue of "E"-Notesisafact sheet
ontheWest VirginiaClean ElectionsAct. Read it and then
cdl or writeyour legidatorstotell themwhat you think about
dirty money in politics. Herearethee-mail, phone number
and mailing addressfor theWest VirginiaL egidature:
http://lwww.legis.state.wv.us
@ Toll free: 1-877-565-3447
(=] TheHonorable (member'sname)

WYV Senate or House
State Capitol Complex
Charleston, WV 25303

When you're finished with this newsletter, please pass it on!

10



Remembering Laura - Excerpts
from Her Husband's Thoughts

by Mike Forman

"Hi, I'm LauraForman’shusband.” That introduction never failed to
light someone'seyesup and | must have saidit at least 1,000 timesover the
past sevenyears.

... I"'moverwhelmed by the enormousoutpouring of heartfeltlove
that hasreached me, and thosearound me. I' m eternally grateful, and | fear
I will be unableto thank each and every oneof you individually. For those
closeto us, whowereengulfed by her loving spirit, we' [l waysremember
that sheloved what she stood for.

If you ever wanted to see someonewalk thewalk, al you had to do
was spend sometimewith Laura- at work, at home, at play. Laurawas 24/
7 - zealous and incorruptible. Shedidn’'t back down - in fact, she sent the
bulliesrunning for cover. Shewasabad-ass, king of thejungle, watch out or
I’ll scratch your eyesout, lioness. Shewasapussycat.

It was an honor to be loved by Laura, and | am so lucky to have
been her man for 22 of her 39 years. Now | will continueto teach Donald
Roy what Laurataught me:

TheBig Picture.

The 3R’s- Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.

Protect Mother Earth.

Think globally and act locally.

L oveanimalsand remember that all living things deserve
respect and protection.

Demand social justice.

Stand up for the oppressed.

Curse out the bad guys - to their faces, on their home turf.

Tdl it likeitis.

Giveback morethanyou take.

Makeadifference.

Loveyour friends.

L et your hair down - not your guard.

Walk thewalk.

We'll pick up the pieces and endeavor to continue Laura’s sacred
wor k. That’swhat L aurawould have expected.

May Laura’s life and love serve as an inspiration to us all.




On April 1, WE'll Finish the Corpsof EngineersProtest. Be Therel

At 11:30a.m.onApril 1, at theU.S. Army Cor psof Engineer soffice, Eighth Street and Fifth Avenuein
downtown Huntington. Thiswill beworth taking theday off for!

We didn't finish our Dec. 10 protest - it ended at the beginning, when Laura collapsed. The press release
below never went out. The plan was for Viv and Laura to add any final touches to their news release after the
protest and then fax it out. We didn’t sing our carols, nor deliver the sludge fudge. Laura didn’t get to make all her
statements. Please help usfinish this protest and send a strong message to the Corps of Engineers - stop issuing
permits for huge, illegal valley fillsl Mountaintop removal must be stopped, not promoted!

For Immediate Release Dec. 10, 2001
Contact: LauraForman, Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, 304-522-0246

Holiday Cheer? Groups give “sudge fudge” to the Corps

HUNTINGTON, WV - Santadug hishandsinto the pockets of King Coal to fish out the holiday present he
wanted to givethe Army Corpsof Engineers—alump of coa and apieceof “dudgefudge.”

A group of citizen activists, including one dressed as Santaand one dressed asKing Coal, protested outsidethe
Huntington District Headquartersof the Army Corpsof Engineerstoday.

“TheCorpsispermitting coal companiesto obliterate southern West Virginia sand eastern Kentucky’sstreams
and forested mountains,” LauraForman, an organizer with the Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition (OVEC), toldthe
lunchtimecrowd.

“For onceit’snot only the citizenswho are outraged at this Corps-enabled annihilation,” Forman added. “Atthe
end of November, both the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Fish and Wildlife Service
(FWS) blasted the Corps saying their nationwide permitsare taking an excessivetoll on streamsand wetlandsthroughout
Appaachia”

Shewasreferringtolettersthetwo federal agenciessent tothe Corpscriticizingitspracticeof issuing thestreamlined
nationwide permits, which should only beissued when projectshave“minimal impact” onthe nation’swaters. The EPA
said nothereareno datathat indicatethat valley fill permitshave minimal impacts.

The FWS said damage to ecosystems from surface mining has been * unprecedented,” and noted that in 2000
alonethe Corps had issued permitswhich “ collectively destroyed almost 14,000 acres of aquatic habitat and nearly 88
milesof stream channels.” Theagency said over 900 milesof streamshave been buried in mining areas, mostly withinthe
Corps Huntington District, which coversWest Virginiaand other partsof Appalachia.

The Corps contendsit requires coa companiesto create“ environmental enhancement” projectsto mitigatefor
wetlandsloss.

Asthegroup sang environmental versonsof Christmascarols, Santa(OV EC board member Dan Kash) ddlivered
alump of coal and atinof “dudgefudge” insidethe Corps headquarters. The sludge, marked “ Caution: Poisonousto
humansand other lifeforms,” wasatiny bit of the300 million gallonsof cod wastethat brokethrough from animpoundment
at amountaintop removal sitein Eastern Kentucky in October 2000, in the nation’ sworst-ever blackwater spill.

Forman noted that Senator Byrd hasrecently secured another $9 million for the Corpstowork on flood prevention
inWest Virginia

“Byrd said thismoney will dlow the Corpsto continueto protect livesand property inthe codfie dsfrom significant
flooding,” Forman scoffed. “ Funding the Corpsto prevent flooding in West Virginiaislike giving money to the tobacco
industry to do cancer research.”

Theprotestorscaled onthe Corpsto ceaseissuing nationwide permitsfor mountaintop remova-valey fill operations.

HH#
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MU Student Enviro Group Celebrates One-Year Anniversary

OVEC applaudsthefirst anniversary of Marshall
Universty’sStudent Activismfor the Environment (SAFE).
We're pleased that we've been ableto beinvolved
alongside dedi cated studentsand faculty. We've been able
to foster collaboration with WV U’s Economic Justice
Coadlitionat their April 2001 conference, engage studentsin

LauraNot Afraid to Speak the Obvious,
and toHelp OthersFind Their Voice

by Frank Young
President, WV Highlands Conservancy

| first met Laura around 1992, when the Apple
Grove pulp mill campai gn was getting organized.

By the mid-1990s, some folks, even some
environmental leaders, were saying that the pulp mill wasa
“donedeal,” that it would happen, no matter what.

But Laurareminded usthat theissuewasnot yet
Settled.

And Laura and OVEC continued to hold
informationa meetingsand plan and sponsor publicralies
about the project.

They helped organizein Point Pleasant wherethe
public crowd on the outside was essential ly shut out from
theditist moversand shakersmeeting ontheinside, and at
thegovernor’smansionin Charleston wherewerepestedly
brought our pleasfor justice and dignity, only to find that
suddenly the governor had more important business
elsewhere.

Laura was helping the people of southern West
Virginiawage battleinthehillsand hollowsof communities
that up until then had been told to know their placeand to
takewhatever coal anditspolitical army threw at them.

Andjust thisyear, when coal executivesand their
official government apol ogistswere blaming God for the
summer floodsthat wiped out entirecommunities, and were
ridiculously suggesting that mountai ntop removal mining
actualy hel ped prevent flooding, Laurashowed that it was
not asin, and was not unpatriotic, to speak the obvious-
that flooding was the worst where mountains had been
leveled and wherethe streamsnearby werecompletely filled
with mountaintops, and the streamsfurther bel ow choked
with sediment from above so that the storm water had
nowhereto flow except through peopl e syards, through
people shomes, through their workplaces, and through their
verylives.

training on surface mine appeal sand join with SAFE and
Coal River Mountain Watch on the June 2001 appeal of
the Brushy Fork cod durry impoundment. SAFE members
have attended hearings, conferences, and direct actionswith
OVEC onanumber of occasions.

A growing movement isafoot. Students, not just at
Marshall and WV U, but Fairmont State, Shepherd, and
recently Concord have engaged inenvironmentd initiatives.

Former Marshall group MAPS (Marshall Action
for Peaceful Solutions) has also reorganized and is
collaborating with SAFE - amodel of collaborationisinthe
works. In addition, under Progressive Technology project
funding, OVEC hashatched aMU intern programand is
very pleased to have grad student Bobby Nutter on board
todevelopinformationa materials. Besureand seehismaps
at E-Day!

To ChrisBrady, Michelle Townsend, dl the SAFE
crew, Heath Harrisand all the MAPS crew, keep up the
good work!

LauraForman, dressed in ablack mour ning outfit,
speakspassionately at theFuneral for theMountains
event in Charleston, W.Va., on Oct. 28, 2000.

photo by Chuck Wyrostok



2002 I nter national Year of theM ountainsfor ThisThreatened Resource

Jan. 29, 2002
by Christopher Doering, Reuters

WASHINGTON — Environmental damageto mountain
rangesaround theworld could trigger morefloods, landdides
andfires, and bring famineto peopleliving on their dopes,
the United NationsUniversity said on Sunday.

In a study, the Tokyo-based university said
mountainswerethreatened by pollution, war, deforestation,
agriculture, mining and too many tourists- al of which could
leadto adew of seriousnatural disasters.

Mountains, which play acrucid roleinworld water
supplies, cover about 20 percent of theworld'slandmass
and are hometo about 10 percent of all humans.

“We can think of them (mountain regions) asthe
water towersof theworld,” said Jack Ives, senior adviser
to theuniversity and an expert in mountain ecology. “More
than 50 percent of the water we use and need comesfrom
mountains”

Among the most threatened mountain rangesare
the European Alps, which feed four mgjor rivers, and the
Himalaya-K arakorum-Hindu Kush chain, whichrisesfrom
monsoon-washed, subtropical South Asiaand stretches
3,000 milesto arid peaksin landlocked Afghanistan.

The Alpshave been hurt by growingtourismand a
migration of peoplefromlower levesinto moremountainous

Money, Materials Needed for Cabin-
Raising Event on Kayford Mountain

In November 2001, oneof Larry Gibson'scabins
on Kayford Mountain, W.Va., was burned down by vandas.
Larry was home on the mountain when two strangers
approached hismain cabin. Hispresenceevidently scared
off thetwo ne'er-do-wells, but later that same evening they
burned down another cabin near Larry'sfamily cemetery
on Kayford Mountain. Theincident could havebeentragic
had Larry beenadeepin hiscabin.

Now Larry is planning a cabin-raising event to
rebuild hisgutted cabin. Thisevent will take place shortly
after Easter weekend. Donationsof building supplies, tools
and |abor would begreetly appreciated at the cabin-raising.
Right now monetary donationsaremost critical so Larry
can havethelumber and other materia sready at the cabin-
raising. Make checks payable to the Stanley Heirs
Foundation (NOT tax-deductible) and send themto: Stanley
HeirsFoundation, P. O. Box 96, Dawes, WV 25054-0096.

14

terrain. The Himalayas are being harmed by war,
deforestation, drought, logging and overgrazing.

The researchers said more data was needed to
design an effective policy to protect mountains. Eight other
mountain rangesin Europe, Asiaand North Americawere
also cited asunder great stress. 2002 has been designated
theInternational Year of theMountains.

Each of thoserangeshad problemsthat may not be
assevereasinother parts of theworld, or on only asmall
portion of the mountain, the study said. The problems,
however, increased therisk that natura disasterscould occur
and affect peopleliving inthe shadow of themountains.

Other rangesunder stresswere:

U theRockiesand Coast ranges of western North America,
duetoincreasing pressurefrom recreational activitiessuch
asskiing and home-building in primemountainland.

U Great Smokey Mountainsin the eastern United States,
duetoair pallution.

U Amber Mountainsin Madagascar, where 80 percent of
forests have been lost to farming, mining and charcoal
production.

U Snowy Mountainsof Australia, where 250 plant species
werethreatened by aseriesof warmwinters.

U Western Carpathians/Tatra Mountains in the Slovak
Republic and Poland, impacted by air pollution and growth
of tourism from surrounding urban areas.

U SierraChincuain Mexico, winter home of themonarch
butterfly. Forestisbeing lost tologging and farming.

U Pamir Mountainsin Tgjikistan. Civil war hasresultedin
widespread devastation and poverty.

U Hengduan Mountains in southwest China. A ban on
logging and apush to devel op tourism threaten mountain
cultures,

The annual Treehuggers' Ball will
be held Friday, March 22, at
Calamity Cafe in Huntington,
corner of Third Avenue and Hal
Greer Blvd., starting at 9:30 p.m.
Great music, great raffle prizes,
and other cool stuff to buy,
including a newly-designed
OVEC T-shirt.
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Some Thoughts on Laura Forman and Her Work

Afew daysafter Laurasdegth, her friend Vivian
Sockmanwrote: " Somany peoplehavecdledtheoffice
sobbing, saying that shewas oneof their best friends,
offering to do whatever they can. E-mails have been
pouring intoo. That was L aura, the most supportive,
thoughtful person for those sheloved, someonewho
brought out the best in people.

"And for those she didn't love - those who
sacrifice the mountains without regard for coalfield
residents or West Virginiasfuture - for those people,
Laurawasaforceto bereckoned with. What weare
goingtodonow isredoubleour effortsinLaura's
memory."

"Vivian,

Your e-mail wasthefirst news| heard about
Laura Thisisagreat losstodl thosearound her andto
thework shedid sowonderfully. | fed indeed fortunate
that we (HMWO) had an opportunity to work with her
in the past and partake in the encouragement and
inspiration which seemed so much apart of her spirit.
Our heartsgo out to her family and those that worked
soclosely with her. May each find comfort and courage.
Renae Bonnett,

Heizer-ManilaWatershed Org., Inc."
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"| keep thinking that Laurawould citetheold
quotefrom Mother Jones, "Pray for the dead and fight
likehdl fortheliving". | know wherever sheisthat shell
use her influencetofight for themountains.

Takecare, Bill McCabe"
"Dear Vivand OVEC Friends,

| was saddened by the news of Laurasdeath!
Vivian hastold me so many storiesabout her and how
sheva ued her asafriend and thewonderfully funtimes
all of you had with her.

Your livesall will bechanged by this. Wetake
lifesolightly and don't understand the meaning of it dl
but we are stopped in our tracks when we lose a
valuablefriend and loved oneand are given achance
toreflect upon our own lives. Theemptinessthat you
fed will bevery difficult tofill, but lifedoesgoonand |
know that thefirethat all of you havein your souls
about the responsibility of taking care of our
Mother Earth will burn even brighter and you will
be even moredeter mined to makeadifference. |
havefaith that Lauraissafe and that her spirit will live
onineach of you!

Much Love to al of You! Donna Stockman (Viv's
Mom)"

OVEC NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT AND INVOLVEMENT

Cut out and mail today to: OVEC, P.O. Box 6753, Huntington, WV 25773-6753
New member or renewal (Dues: $10 - $30 yearly, pay what you can)

Donation

Donald Roy Forman Education Fund

Laura Forman Memorial Fund for OVEC

Name

Keep me especially informed on this issue:

Address

City
Phone
E-Malil

State

For more info call (304) 522-0246 or go to www.ohvec.org

ZIP

Remember - All donations to OVEC are tax deductible!
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In Memoriam: Laura Forman, 1962 - 2001
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Oneof thelast photos of OVEC's Laura Forman, being interviewed at the U.S. Army Cor ps of Engineers
protest in Huntington on Dec. 10, 2001, just befor e she collapsed. photo by Deana Steiner Smith
Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition
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