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Judge: Valley Fill Damages Trump $$$ L ost

On October 11, afederal judgeruledinour favor
and stopped acoa company from starting new valley fillsat
Jupiter Holdings Callisto minein Boone County.

Bimresident Dorsey Green, whose homein Dry
Branch Hollow isvery closeto one of the blocked valley
fills, wasrelieved by thejudge sdecision.

“1 am so thankful for thisruling. I’ ve been acoal
miner my wholelifeand thisvdley fill would have destroyed

20 Years of Standing Our Ground

Theevening of October 27, 2007, OVEC members
new and old converged on Camp Mad Anthony Wayne
near Huntington to celebrate 20 yearsof standing our ground.

Theatmospherewasfestive: Wefestooned the hall
with Dianne and Rick Bady’s 20-year collection of
environmentaly-themed T-shirts. Tablesgroaned with al the
deliciousfood OV EC membersbrought to share. Tonya
Adkinsand Ron Bond, and Big Rock and the CandyA**
Mountain Boysprovided themusic. Janet Kesting assembled
amoving haf-hour dide show featuring photosof OVEC's
actionsover theyears, ending with atributeto OVEC's
LauraForman, deceased.

Congratulations to Glen Daniel resident Chuck
Nelson, who received OV EC’ s Outstanding Volunteer In
Defense of Mother Earth Award, and to attorney Joe L ovett
of the Appalachian Center for The Economy and the
Environment, who received our LauraForman Passion for
JusticeAward. Chuck hasbeentirelessin hisvolunteer
organizing effortsand Joe has, for years, proven that hehas
both the passion to work for justice and the kill, brilliance
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my homeplace and everything | haveworked for,” Green
said. “ | have spent many deeplessnightsthinking about the
terrible representation we as a community get from our
regulatory agencies. Thisruling will restoremy deep—and

my retirement years.”
OVEC, Coal River Mountain Watch and the West
Virginia Highlands Conservancy, represented by the
continued on page 3

and fortitude P

needed to bring i

about the change i

we seek. SEE VR
Congrats .

also to OVEC's

mentor and —dare
we say — mother,
DianneBady. She
co-founded
OVEC and serves
as OVEC'’s co-
director now.
Thankfully, Dianne
had the vision to
begin OVEC.

OVEC co-directorsJanet K eating
and Dianne Bady talk about the

Checkthe upsand downsof two decades of
“Thank You” environmental activism.
pagesfor thevolunteersand staff who organized thisevent.
Our biggest thanksgo to each and every one of youwhois
amember of OVEC or who hasvolunteeredto help. It'sall
theamazing volunteerswe' ve had over theyearswho have
madeour victoriesand milestone possible. OVEC highlights
begin on page4.

Happy 20th Anniversary to us all. Together
we make a difference and we will keep standing our
ground!



Changing Course: Windcall and the Art of Renewal

Book review by Janet Keating

Windcall isaretreat program for environmental
and socid justice activistswho haveworked intheir field
for at least fiveyearsand arein earnest need of abreak.

Nearly 20 years
ago, inanatempttomeld
her own need for solitude
with her husbandAlbert’s
desire to support the
socid and environmental
justicecommunity, Susan
and Albert Wells
established theWindcall
Residency Program at
their Belgrade, Montana
ranch.

She and Albert
fine-tuned this program
year after year, as they

our time.

“All of us long to be seen and validated. So little in
our society recognizes our striving for our finest
selves that such moments of affirmation, when they
come, are extremely powerful. Windcall sends the
residents a forceful message that they are
respected, worthy, and valuable. Itis spoken in the
mere existence of the program and repeated in all
its daily details. From the home-baked cookies
waiting for them on the first day to the last packet of
Windcall pictures mailed to them at home,
residents receive concrete evidence of our regard.
This affirmation empowers them to take seriously
their own need and right to a full and balanced life.”
- Susan Wells, Changing Course: Windcall and the
Art of Renewal

Between the coversof thisexcellent retrospective,
you'll read about veteran organizerswho arriveat Windcal
generaly worn out fromtheir hectic, fast-paced, demanding

and stressful lives,
arriving at a place that
offers solitude,
community, serenity,
beauty and renewal.
Susan’s book presents
stories, guotes,
experiences, profiles, and
many lessons learned
from numerous seasoned
organizers—lessonsfrom
which we can all learn.
There's a great quote
from OVEC’s Dianne

Bady, too!

interacted with

A centra theme

participants. Susan has now gathered the stories,
experiences, and lessons learned from activists who
participated in this much needed retreat program in her
book — Changing Course: Windcall and the Art of
Renewal.

When | first began to read Susan’s book this
summer, | started crying — not because it isasad book,
but for at least two reasons. First, although my Windcall
experience was only three years ago, the stress and the
work of OVEC was again taking itstoll, and | began to
long for the peace and solitude of Windcall —to remember
my personal remarkable experiencesthere. Secondly, |
was overwhelmed with feelingsof gratitudefor thelives
of Susan and Albert Wells, who had thevisionto usetheir
personal resourcesto devel op thisprogram that respects
and honorsour work in such aunique way.

Thegiftsof Windcall cameto DianneBady, Vivian
Stockman, and me at atime when we needed it most.

All three of uswere still regaining our balance
after the traumatic death of Laura Forman, OVEC's
organizer, who died suddenly at a protest that she had
organized against the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
rubber samp permitting of mountaintop remova/valey fills.

Not only were we dealing with adeep personal
loss, but d so wewere suffering from traditional burnout —
a common condition of activists. All three of us were
privileged to attend atwo-week retreat at Windcall, away
from phones, e-mail, and all the numerousdemandson

of theWindcall residency program and Susan’sbook is
self-care— something that many of usforgo, subjugating
our own needsto others demands. Whilethat might seem
right and altruistic, how in the world can we preach
“sustainable environment” if wedon't first taketheright
steps to sustain ourselves? Doesn’t all our work first
beginwithindividua awarenessand responsibility?

One of my personal discoveriesat Windcall was
how much | had neglected parts of myself —especially
the“artist.” For thefirst timein about adozen years, |
had timeto paint, draw, write poetry, play the piano, and
even try my hand at the pottery wheel, an activity that |
found personally gratifying and centering. One late
afternoon, | found myself sitting on the steps of the art/
office building watching a storm sweep across the vast
Gallitan Valley, until | wasforced to seek shelter inside.
Lying onthecarpet, watching the downpour, tearsstreamed
down my facewhen | realized that it had been literally
yearssince |l had taken thetimeto watch therain.

Changing Course: Windcall and the Art of
Renewal isjust one more gift from the heart of Susan
WEellsto the socia change movement. Thank you Susan
andAlbert! 1 highly recommend thisguideto burn-out
prevention which providespractical adviceregarding its
causes and itsreversal from those who know it best.

Please try to find Susan’s book at your local
independent bookstore. If you can’t find it there, it is
available at www.AMAZON.COM.




Judge Stops Valley Fill

continued from page 1

Appaachian Center for the Economy and the Environment,
Earthjustice and Public Justice, challenged the valley
fill permit based onearlier lega victories.

In granting our motion for atemporary restraining
order and preliminary injunction, U.S. Digtrict Judge Robert
C. Chambers noted that we* made a strong showing that
the permitsissued by the Corpsarearbitrary and capricious,
contrary to law, and contrary to the economic and
environmental balance struck by Congressin the passage
of therelevant environmenta statutes.”

Theorder hatsthe mining company’splanto begin
new valley fill activitiesat thesiteuntil the court canruleon
our chalengeto Cdlisto’'spermit.

“Thejudgejust gavehopeto other affected resdents
that livein communitiesnear thistypeof destructive, illegal
mining,” said Judy Bondsof Coal River Mountain\Watch.

OnQOxct. 12, in"Boone County mountaintop remova
project blocked,” KenWard, Jr. of the Charleston Gazette
reported:

...Chamber sruled that permanent damageto
streams and forests outweighed temporary and
speculative economic harm tothe company.

“Money can be earned, lost and earned again,”
Chamberswroteinal2-pageopinion, “avaley oncefilled
isgone”

...Chambersruled in March that the (Army Corps
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of Engineers) had not fully eva uated potentid environmentd
damage before approving four other strip-mining permits
owned by Massey Energy.

In(thismost recent) ruling, Chambersexplained that
all environmental laws contain “ numerousprovisionsthat
serve as checks on development, industry and other
economic activitiesin order to ensurethat environmental
consequencesare cons dered and val uable environmental
resources are protected.

“Whileitistruethat these statutes contemplate a
certain amount of environmental degradation, they also
mandate a certain amount of economicloss,” Chambers
wrote. “Economic gainisnot to be pursued at all costs, and
certainly not whenitiscontrary tothelaw.”

...Initidly, officidsfromMagnum Cod sadthet they
would not need to begin new valey fillsuntil after the 4th
U.S. Circuit Court of Apped shearsan appeal of Chambers
previousdecision. However, in mid-December, Magnum
told environmental groupsthe company planned to move
forward much sooner on at least onevalley fill.

During aSept. 26 hearingin Huntington (Ed. note:
thanksto all that attended thishearing—we had a great
showing!), company officiassaidtheir existingvaley fill is
almost full of waste rock and dirt. To continue mining,
company officialssaid, they needed to start anew valey fill
much soone.

...Chambersexplained that Jupiter’s" maininterest
inopposing thismotionisitsown economic interest.

“While the court must certainly consider the
economic effect of thisdecision on Jupiter’semployeesand
thesurrounding communities, theseeffectsaredigtinguishable
from the harm suffered by Jupiter itself,” Chamberswrote.

“While Jupiter may or may not beagood employer
or abeneficia corporatecitizen, itiscertainly out to make
money,” the judge wrote. “Whether it is environmental
enforcement or other market forcesthat cut into profits,
Jupiter’sinterest initsown bottom line may causeittolay
off itsworkers.”

Chamberssaid the* main harm suffered by Jupiter,
therefore, isadelay inreaping economic benefitsfrom the
Cdlisomine.

“This temporary economic harm can be
outweighed by theper manent harmtotheenvironment
that comes from thefilling of streamsand valleys,”
Chamberswrote.

Read thejudge'sruling at : www.oHVEC.ORG/
ISSUES/MOUNTAINTOP_REMOVAL/MISC/

382 _ORDER_AND_MEMORANDUM.PDF



Highlights of OVEC’s History Smitees

1987 The Ohio Valley Environmental Coadlition is formed to fight a proposed huge BASF toxic waste
incinerator near Ironton, Ohio. After 8 months of successful petition drives and organizing, theinciner ator
proposal is cancelled.
1989 OVEC uncovers and publicizes evidence indicating toxic waste |eakage at the Aristech Chemical Co.’s
hazardous waste deep injection disposal well in Haverhill, Ohio. Asaresult, Ohio and US environmental agenciesissue stiff
fines and the company agrees to close the well. In 2007, toxic wastes from that well are still being pumped out!
1989 OVEC protests the then-unregulated burning of chemical wastes as boiler fuel at the BASF plant in Huntington.
OVEC'swork on thisissue leads to additional state inspections at the plant. New federal regulations follow.
1990 OV EC members petition the US EPA to investigate abandoned chemical dumps along the Guyandotte River in East
Huntington. While EPA action lags, OVEC's pressure on West Virginia officials results in the surface of the dumps being
covered to reduce public exposure to contaminated dusts.
1987-1997 OVEC holds numerous citizens' meetings and public forums with gover nment officialsin the K enova,
WYV, area, to build citizen pressure to end serious pollution violations at the then-Ashland Oil refinery in
Catlettsburg, KY. Members take many trips to visit state and federal regulators and politicians. Regional and
national media coverage grows.
1990 In response to continual OVEC pressure, the first of several university and government studiesis released showing
high illness rates around the Ashland Oil refinery.
1991 An OVEC telephone and letter-writing campaign to the West VirginiaAir Pollution Control Commission resultsin
placement of a carbon monoxide monitor in Kenova, WV, to monitor emissions from the Ashland Oil refinery.
1992 OVEC receives $75,000 in grants and hires 3 full time staff persons — Dianne Bady, Janet Keating and Kim Baker.
LauraFormanishiredin 1994.
1993 In response to OVEC members’ videotapes and demands, the Kentucky Division for Air Quality sets up the fir st-
ever-in-the-US 24-hour-a-day video surveillance system to record emissions from the Ashland Oil refinery.
Early-mid 1990s OVEC researches and publicizes problems with the proposed Apple Grove, WV, pulp mill, which
would discharge deadly dioxin and devour in excess of 10,000 trees per day. OV EC organizes numerous citizen meetings,
public forums and events, including a series of protests at the WV State Capitol.
1996 The US EPA’'s Tri-State Geographic Initiative, aresult of OVEC's efforts to reduce pollution, begins measuring toxic
chemicalsin the Kenovaarea. Subsequent US EPA reports document serious air quality problems.
1997 First public forum on mountaintop removal held by OVEC at Marshall University, where Larry Gibson speaks. (Larry
was quiet and shy then!)
1997 citizen Clearinghouse for Hazardous Waste inducts OVEC into its National Grassroots Hall of Fame.

1997 APPLE GROVE PULP MILL VICTORY! OVEC leads the effort that stops what would have been the largest
dioxin-producing pul p and paper mill inthe country.
1998 OVEC and WV Highlands Conservancy win alawsuit forcing the US EPA to devel op water pollution cleanup plans
for WV waterways.
1998 As aresult of OVEC members, the WV Highlands Conservancy and others joining in alawsuit led by attorney Joe
Lovett, Hobet Mining Inc. is blocked from a 2,100 acre mountaintop removal mine near Blair, WV.
1998 ASHLAND OIL VICTORY! After OVEC applies 10 years of unrelenting pressure on environmental regulators
and politicians, the US Justice Dept. and US EPA level the then-largest finein their history ($38.5 million) against Ashland
QOil, requiring that they bring all their US refineriesinto compliance with environmental regulations.
1999 OVEC receives the National Methodist Social Justice Award.
1999 Vivian Stockman receivesthe WV Environmental Council’s highest award —the Mother JonesAward.

1999 Chief US District Judge Charles Haden rules that mountaintop removal affecting some streams
| s illegal. OVEC members are plaintiffs on this suit.
2000 Us District Judge Robert C. Chambers refuses the WV DEP’s request to dismiss the Cumulative
Hydrological Impact Assessment mining lawsuit filed by OVEC and Hominy Creek Preservation Association.
4
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2000 A permit that would have buried the headwaters of a naturally reproducing trout stream in Nicholas

County is overturned after OVEC files a lawsuit against the WV DEP for their routine failure to enforce

provisions of the federal Surface Mining Act when issuing mountaintop removal permits.

2001 Dianne Bady, Janet K eating, and Laura Forman win one of the Ford Foundation’s inaugural Leadership

for a Changing World awards — with a prize of $130,000. They are chosen from more than 3,000 nominees!

2001 Longtime OVEC organizer Laura Forman collapses and dies of a heart arrhythmia at a mountaintop removal protest
she organized at the US Army Corps of Engineersin Huntington.

2002 Work by the WV People’s Election Reform Coalition resultsin legislation being introduced into the WV Legislature
that would provide for public financing of elections. OVEC and WV Citizen Research Group are founders.

2003 The Sylvester “DustBusters,” Coal River Mountain Watch and OVEC members Pauline Canterbury and Mary
Miller, along with local residents, win a major lawsuit against Massey Energy for coal dust pollution from the Elk Run
processing plant, costing the company $2 million in damages.

2003 OVEC and others launch anational “road show” to raise awareness about mountaintop removal and the Clean Water
Protection Act. Thanks, Dave Cooper!

2003 Dianne Bady wins the WV Citizen Action Group’s Excalibur Award.

2004 Janet K eating receives the Mother Jones Award, the WV Environmental Council’s highest award.

2004 After a lawsuit by OVEC and others, US District Judge Joseph Goodwin bars the Corps of Engineers from
approving mountaintop removal mining activity that affectswaterwaysunder a streamlined permit. The Appal achian
Center for the Economy and the Environment represents us.

2005 After pressure from Coal River Mountain Watch, OVEC and Mountain Justice Summer, the WV Department of
Environmental Protection revokesthe permit for a second coal silo to be built adjacent to Marsh Fork Elementary School.
2005 OVEC works with Sierra Club and others resulting in the West VirginiaArchives and History Commission agreeing
that Blair Mountain belongs on the National Register of Historic Places. Thanks, Regina Hendrix!

2005 A coalition of Clean Elections supporters, which OVEC took the lead on organizing, results in the West Virginia
legislature passing a first-in-the-US law curbing political contributions to 527 groups, like Massey Energy CEO Don
Blankenship’s “And for the Sake of the Kids.”

2006 During the 2006 West Virginialegislative session, six |egislators co-sponsor | egislation calling for amoratorium on the
permitting of additional coal sludgeimpoundmentsand to prevent the expansion of existing ones.

2006 The Corps of Engineers suspends four Massey Energy mountaintop removal permits that OVEC challenged
infederal court, including onewhich would haveimpacted historic Blair Mountain, site of the famous battle of Blair Mountain.
2006 Abraham Mwaurawins a Generation Next Award for West Virginia's up and coming young leaders, sponsored by the
Charleston Daily Mail.

2006 Maria Gunnoe wins the Joe A. Callaway Award for Civic Courage presented by the Shafeek Nader Trust for the
Community Interest.

2006 The US Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals upholds a decision in an OVEC case, barring the federal Office of
Surface Mining’s approval of achange by WV in the definitions used to review mountaintop removal mining permits.
2007 Citizen efforts coordinated by OVEC result in the West Virginialegislature passing aresolution requiring that state
agencies study the effects of toxic coal sludge injection on drinking water and the environment.

2007 US District Judge Chambers rules that the Corps of Engineers violated the law by issuing permits that permanently
buried vital headwater streams near five mountaintop removal mines in West Virginia. He orders the Corps to comply
with the law and rescinds the per mits.

2007 In asecond order, Judge Chambers outlaws the common coal industry practice of turning small stream

segments downstream of valley fillsinto waste treatment systems. OVEC islead plaintiffs on these lawsuits.

2007 USDistrict Judge Chambers issues atemporary restraining order on aBoone County, WV, mine. For |

the first time ever, a federal judge rules that permanent damage to streams and the environment trumps
the temporary economic losses for a mining company. See the complete history at www.oHVEC.ORG.
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Scenesfrom thecelebration: At top, OVEC
officemanager M aryanne Graham gets
ready to cut the cake. At the dessert
table, left toright, Will Lavender, 4,
Jacob Lavender, 7, and Toril
Lavender. Back tocameraisVickie
Wolfe. Below, the party scene,
featuring two decadesworth of activist
T-shirtsbeing used asbunting.
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Sate SupremeCourt UpholdsVerdict Against %__
Coal Company Over Destroyed Water Wells [\Sh&

by Tom Searls, Charleston Gazette, Sept. 13, 2007

The state Supreme Court upheld aMingo Circuit
Court ruling Wednesday orderingacoa company to provide
potable water to people whose water supply has been
contaminated.

Residentsof four Mingo County communitiessaid
Rawl Sdes& Processing Co., asubsdiary of Massey Energy
Co., had destroyed their water quality. The Mingo County
court had ordered the company to provide emergency
temporary drinking water to people whose water supply
has been contaminated.

Instead, Rawl appealed the order to the state
Supreme Court, wherejustices unanimously rejected their
arguments and declined to hear the case Wednesday.

Theoriginal 2006 circuit court order said thefirm
should provide bottled water each week to 194 peoplein
theLick Creek, Rawl, Merrimac and Sprigg aress.

After thecompany refused, resdentsrecelived water
from the Mingo County Office of Emergency Services.

Theorder isrelated tolitigation accusing Rawl of

Sludge Safety Project Makes Progress on Study

Membersof the Sludge Safety Project haveformed
acitizens committee and continueto meet regularly with
the DEPregardingitsstudy of the underground injection of
coal prep plant waste.

This study was mandated by the WV state
Legidatureafter SSPand our alies|obbied every Tuesday
morning during the 2008 legid ative session.

During our most recent meeting with the DEP, SSP
memberswho liveinthe coafie dsstressed theimportance
of having independent scientists or at least third party
observerson siteto seewhere and when the samplesare
taken from processing plantsand dudgeinjection Sites.

Thecitizens' committee has made some headway
in collaborating with the DEP, including obtaining split
samplesfromthesitesand having onesiteof SSP'schoosing
included in the study. SSP chose asite at Cabin Creek,
KanawhaCo.

Whileitisclear that someofficialsintheDEP are
working hard to makethisalegitimate and detailed studly, it
seems their hands are tied by other officials. The DEP
continuesto claim it does not have the authority to allow
third party observersor independent scientiststo take part

contaminating wellswith cod durry. Circuit Judge Michael
Thornsbury noted it would beup to ajury to decideif the
firmisresponsiblefor polluting thewater system, but issued
the order because apreponderance of “ evidencetendsto
implicatethedefendant.”

Rawl’ sappea maintained that most of theplaintiffs
hadn’t proved they live near contaminated water.

But whilethe Supreme Court uphed thecircuit court
ruling, it comesalittlelate.

Usngfederd Abandoned MineLandsmoney, water
linesfromthecity of Williamson have aready been extended
totheresidents. Thecircuit court held the order in abeyance
only until potablewater wasavailableto theresidents.

About 450 plaintiffshave sued M assey and Rawl
over the alleged contamination since September 2004,
accordingtoaMassey quarterly report totheU.S. Securities
and Exchange Commission.

Massey said in thefiling that itsinsurance should
cover thedamages.

(Ed. Note: Thetrial isset for May, 2008) ©

insampling for thestudy.

Legidatorshad asked DEP
Secretary Stephanie Timmermyer if the DEPneeded more
timefor the study, but shesaid DEPcould dothestudy ina
year. Hereweare, oneyear later, and two siteshave been
studied.

Currently, SSPis strategizing asto itslong term
plans. Call Patricia Feeney at 235-2618 or e-mail
patricia@d udgesafety.org for moreinformation. €

Wind Energy Working Group

Did you know thereisagroup in West Virginia
devoted to the promotion of wind energy in our state?Dr.
Petrick Mann of WV U hasbeen convening theWind Energy
Working Group at various venues around the state. The
forumisnaot limitedto“bigwind.” Therearea so opportunities
to hear about small-sca e projectsfor businessesand homes.
Power in My Back Yard, anew company in Thomasthat
speciaizesin smaller scalewind projects, wasfeatured at
the Sept. 19 meeting.

For moreinformation, contact OV EC staffer Carol
Warren at peacelovemom@gmail or (304) 847-5121. ©




OSM Getsan Earful on Plan to Weaken Mining Rules

Excerpted from Oct. 25, 2007, Charleston Gazette, by
Ken Ward Jr.

Codfield residents on Wednesday night blasted a
Bush administration plan to remove akey rule that — if
enforced —could limit mountaintop removal mining.

Coal operators, minersand vendorsal so turned out
to back arule changethey say would protect their industry
from lawsuitsand other regulatory hurdles.

More than 250 people overflowed a meeting
room...for theU.S. Office of Surface Mining Reclamation
and Enforcement public hearing.

Beforethe evening hearing, two dozen anti-mining
activists protested along KanawhaBoulevard acrossthe
street fromthe (hearing venue). They stood in steady rain,
holding signsthat said, “ Pull therule—protect our water.”

...OSM scheduled the hearing to gather viewson
itslatest proposal to reviseanearly 25-year-old rulethat
generdly prohibitsmining within 100 feet of streams. ..

John Harden, an electrician at the Hobet 21
mountaintop removal minein Boone County, said heand
hisfdlow workersareenvironmentaistswhoimprovewater
quality withtheir mining and leavereclaimed sitesin good
shapeand ready for devel opment.

Harden recalled seeing the Grand Canyonduring a
motorcycletour across country thissummer. “1 looked at
the Grand Canyon and | said, * Wow, that looks like my
job'.”

..." The proposed ruleis subterfuge, designed to
evadethe purpose of the surface mining act and the Clean
Water Act,” said former federal mine inspector Jack
Spadaro. “ Shame on the Office of Surface Mining for
proposing thisdisgraceful rulechange.”

...Under the existing “buffer zone” rule, cod
operators can already obtain variancesto minewithinthe
100-foot areaaround streams. To do so, companies must
show that their operations will not cause water quality
violationsor “ adversely affect thewater quantity and quality,
or other environmental resourcesof the stream.”

Passages

OVEC wassaddened to hear of the passing of Toby
Marsh of Wheeling, WV, who died Nov. 11 after abattle
withlung cancer. A retired truck driver, Toby thought OVEC
was one of the best coalfield citizen action groupsinthe
US, according to hiswife, Patricia. Inlieu of flowers, the
family asked that memorials be made on his behalf to
OVEC, agesturethat touched al of usheredeeply. ©

For years, state and federal regulatorsessentially
ignored therule. Between 1985 and 2001, coal companies
buried more than 724 miles of Appalachian streams,
generaly without getting variancesor proving how burying
streamsdoes not adversely affect them.

In 1999, then-U.S. Digtrict Judge CharlesH. Haden
Il concludedthat theruleprohibited valey fillsinal but the
smallest of Appalachian streams. That decision was
overturned on apped, but OSM and the Bush adminigtration
still movedto rewritetherule.

OSM'’slatest proposed changesareafollow-up to
aproposal issued in January 2004. Citizen groupsharshly
criticized that proposal, and OSM backed off to conduct
what it said would be amore detailed environmental study
of theissue.

That study, issuedinlateAugust, said cod operators
will bury or otherwise damage another 535 miles of
Appa achian sreamsunder permitsissued between October
2001 and June 2005.

65 Percent of Americans Oppose
Bush Plan for Buffer Zone Rules

Two out of three Americans (65 percent) oppose
the Bush Administration’s proposed rule “to ease
environmenta regul ationsto permit wider useof mountaintop
removal coa miningintheU.S.,” according to anational
opinion survey conducted by Opinion Research
Corporation.

The Civil Society Institute launched
www.700MOUNTAINS.ORG tO encourage Americans to
comment on the proposed Office of SurfaceMining (OSM)
rule changeand ssimultaneously expresstheir viewsto their
el ected membersof Congress. The public comment period
onthecontroversial OSM rulechangeexpiresNov. 23.

Thewebsite al so features aseven-minute sesgment
of an upcoming documentary film entitled “ Burning the
Future: Coal inAmerica,” which featuresOVEC members
and focuseson theimpact of mountaintop removal. ,,
CALLINGALL MUSICIANS! ==mm==s @

Jen Osha, who produced the Moving Mountains
music CD, ispartnering with Sam McCreery to producea
new CD of music about mountaintop removal coa mining.
They are specifically looking for songs based around the
Cod River areain Booneand Raleigh Counties. For more
details, e-mail sam.mccreery@gmail.com. They hopeto
have all music submissionsby Dec. 30.




e
West Virginia Council of Churches Satement on M ountaintop Removal

Aspeople of faith, called upon by our covenant
with God and each other to safeguard and care deeply for
what God has created, we cannot stand by while our
mountainsare being devastated.

The destruction caused by mountaintop removal
mining, as presently practiced, is unprecedented and
permanent. We believe the 1977 Surface Mining

contained coal, asource of energy now used for electricity.
Mining coal has employed thousands of men and women
sncetheearly Twentieth Century. For most of that time, the
mining took place underground. Minersfaced daily hazards
inearning their living and gaining needed incomefor their
families. But till, for themost part, the peoplewereableto
maintain harmony betweentharr livelihood and their mountain

Reclamation and environment.
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mining, not to further

them. Therefore, we deplore recent changesto therules
governing this law that may actually serve to promote
mountaintop removal. We have, inthe past, called for the
strictest possible enforcement of SMCRA and the Clean
Water Act. We strongly renew that call for enforcement,
believingthat if thelaw isfully enforced, theterribledamage
of large-scale mountaintop removal will end.

Creationisarevelation of God, brought forth by
God’s Word. When we spend time with the wonders of
Creation, we observe and learn about the beauty and
marvelousattentiontothesmallest detail sthat fill God' swork.
Jesus often went into the wildernessto pray, and thereis
something special about the closeness many feel to God
when contempl ating such grandeur. Psalms 24:1 remindsus
that “ The Earthisthe Lord’s, and thefullness thereof; and
theworld, and they that dwell therein.” Accordingto Genesis
2:15, humans have been made stewards of al that God has
made. We are called to beresponsibleand faithful in caring
for al that God hasfaithfully given.

Our West Virginia mountains are a wonderful
exampleof thebeauty of Creation: atemperaterainforest,
full of unique plants, trees, flowers, and creatures, the
diversity of which is unduplicated in our nation. The
mountains are hometo deer, black bears, bobcats, frogs,
turtles, snakes, and aremarkablevariety of birds. AsGenesis
9:9-11 says, “ God'scovenant iswith al living creatures.”
For generationsthese mountains have al so been hometo
people. The mountains have provided arich assortment of
foods, medicina plants, abundant clear and purewater to
drink, materialswith which to build homes, and glorious
beauty to nurturethespirit. Themountainsarefull of blessings
for which to thank and praise our God.

Thesemountains, for many years, haveaso

changed. Obtainingthe
coa has become a trade-off for the destruction of the
surrounding land and forest. M ountaintop remova mining,
in particular, blasts the tops from our mountains and
obliterateshedthy streams, filling them with waste materidl.
Thedamage doneispermanent and irreparable.

Oncethetop of amountain hasbeen removed, it
cannot be put back. The streams cannot be replaced, and
the native hardwood forests and diverse under-story do
not grow back. Theanimals, birds, and peopleare deprived
of thewe coming environment that oncenurturedtheir minds,
bodies, and spiritsand provided food, water, and shelter
for them. Hundreds of thousands of acresof our beautiful
state, God'sgift of Creation, have aready been affected.

Inadditiontothedirect andimmediate harmtothe
environment, toxic chemica sfrom cod wasteimpoundments
can leach into the water table and contaminate water
supplies. Thepossibility of failureof durry damscondtitutes
an ever-present and growing threat to the community below.
Floodsworsened by runoff from the denuded mountains
arebecoming aroutine occurrence. Somechildrendeepin
their clothes, fearful that rainwill forcethemto fleeduring
thenight.

We recognize that miners need jobs, and we
support responsible mining practices. We al so know that
more minersare employed for longer periodswhen deep
mining is done. There used to be over 100,000 miners
employedinWest Virginia, while now there are perhaps
15,000 direct mining jobs. Wetill observethat the areas of
our state in which coa mining has been the primary
occupation remain among the poorest and havetheleast-
diversfied economiesinthestate. Mining familiesdeserve
our support and hel p in making asecure, just economic

continued on page 10
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continued from page 9
trangtion.

We urgently request that state leaders and our
Congressiona delegationwork diligently toward economic
diversficationfor our state. I rresponsible mining practices
damagethe environment, hurt bus nessesbased ontourism
and the natural beauty of the state, and do not help usbuild
a21<t century economy.

We are a'so called upon to support othersin the
coalfield communitieswhose healthisbeing harmed, and
whoseancestra homesare being destroyed, disrupted and

devaued.

Surface mining may be more cost effectivefor the
coal companies, but it isnot more cost effectivefor our
mountain communities.

Genesis1:31tdlsusthat Godlooked at everything
God had made and found it very good. In obedience, we
areobligated to carefor God'swondrous Cregtion that we
may one day walk with God inthe garden without shame.

Adopted by the WV Council of Churches Board
of Directors, September 11, 2007; www.wvcC.0rRG.  §

Good Blue Dogs Helping to Raise Funds for OVEC This Christmas

OVEC hasreceived a
donation of alovely Blue Dog
print by George Rodrigue, which
wewill beofferingto members
and friendsasan organi zationa
fundraiser.

Theprintisattractively
framed and measures about 24
x 36inches.

GeorgeRodrigue, born
in1944inNew lberig, La,isa
Caunartist who haspainted his
entire life from inside an
endangered culture. Heisfamiliar with theideaof preserving
thecommunity around you asit disgppearsbeforeyour very

Documentary Filmmaker Duane Moles:

“Aspart of aclassat the UC Berkeley Graduate
Schoal of Journaism, | traveled to Chinalast spring to report
on the country’ senvironment. Having grown up inacoal -
miningregioninWest Virginia, | wasredly interested to see
what lifewaslikein China’'scoa belt ...

“While China senvironment hastaken aserious
besting asthe country bullsitsway forward, | wassurprised
by peoples’ disgust when | talked with them about the
mountaintop removal minesthat aresowly leveling West
Virginia. Oneformer miner asked mewhy wewould destroy
the mountai nsthat way when we could use an underground
mine and leavethe mountainsintact. | didn’t haveagood
answer.”

Seehisfilm: www.pBS.0RG/FRONTLINEWORLD/ROUGH/
2007/10/CHINA_UNDERMINEHTML ~ ©
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eyes. George began his
professiona career intheearly
1970s interpreting the Cajun
landscape, people and
traditions. He was dready a
renowned artist with years of
experiencewhen hegainedfame
around the globe for his Blue
Dog paintings.

Thisorigind slkscreenprint
entitled, Rollin” onTheRiver |1,
depictstwin BlueDogsinfront
of thehistorica HoumasHouse
Pantation. Rodrigue siconic oak treesframethescene. This
very limited edition print was offered to asmall group of
collectors. It is signed and numbered by the artist (low
number —88 of 500). With frame and matting, itsvalueisat
least $2,500. Adding tothevalueof theprint isthe persond
inscription added by George Rodrigue, which reads, “We
Will RissAgain!” —atestament to the spirit of the people of
New Orleans.

Rodrigue’ spaintingsand printsare respected and
sought after. Earlier thisyear aGeorge Rodrigue painting,
titled Blue Dog, estimated to sell at $18,000, brought
$80,000 at aChristie' sauction. Another painting, titled The
Path of the Candles, estimated at $80,000, brought
$115,000 at Sotheby’s.

While OVEC'sofferingisanorigina print, rather
than apainting, these pricesgiveanideaof theesteemin
which Rodrigue' swork isheld.

For more information please contact the OVEC
officeat (304) 522-0246.
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Theprayer vigil on Kayford M ountain attracted morethan 100 people of all faiths.

photo by Liz Veazy

Praying for the Land and People Victimized by MTR

On October 20, morethan 100 people of al ages
and faithsgathered on Kayford Mountain at aprayer vigil
for the mountains and peopl e of Appal achiaaffected by
mountaintop removal mining.

Religious leaders representing a range of
denominations and backgrounds |ed prayersand hymns
honoring thestate’ smountainsand asking for thehealing of
peopleharmed by strip mining.

OVEC hogted thevigil. Cod River Mountain\Watch
and the Student Environmental A ction Codlition turned out
big numbersof folks. We brought together families, college
studentsand faith-based groupsfrom acrossthe state and
region, with attendeesfrom asfar as Michigan and South
Carolina.

Thegathering cameonthe hedsof theWV Council
of Churches statement condemning mountai ntop removal
as" unprecedented and permanent.” (Seepage9.)

“We organized thisevent to help connect religious
communitiesintheregionand hopeitwill compel peopleof
faithtotell thestory of what mountaintop removal isdoing
to our people,” said Rev. Robin Blakeman, aPresbyterian
minister and OV EC volunteer who organi zed theevent.

Presbyterian, Unitarian, Episcopa and United
Methodist pastorsled prayers. Throughout thevigil, people
directly impacted by thisextreme form of mining shared
their experiences, including Pauline Canterberry of Sylvedter,

1

oneof thefamed “ Sylvester DustBusters.” Sheexplained
how cod dust coverstheingdeof Sylvester resdents homes,
clogging indoor air filtersand in some cases causing black
lung diseasein peoplewho have never entered amine.

BrendaM cCoy of Mingo County held up jars of
dark red and black water from people’'s homes in her
community and explained how their water was poisoned by
the underground injection of coal sudge, awaste product
from coa preparation plants. Peoplein Mingo County just
recently won accessto city water from the state after their
water was declared toxic.

“I think we arelooking for atransformation of the
heart, to care and weep for God' s creation, and become
instrumentsof healing for the earth and justicefor people,”
said Allen Johnson, coordinator of Christians for the
Mountains, an organizationworking torally Christiansfor
solutionsto mountaintop removal.

Thegroup walked to aspot on Kayford Mountain
fromwhich they could overlook part of the 12,000 acres
(more than 18 square miles) of mountaintop removal
operationsthat are consuming themountain.

“1 was blown away that something likethiscould
happen inthe United States. It looked like ascar onthe
land, like ahuge bomb had been dropped inthemountains,”
said BrianaMcElfish, aMarshall University student from

continued on page 12



Prayer Vigil
continued from page 11

Putnam County. “Wehavetolook for different waysto get
energy. Our country’scoa dependence affectsusthemost,
so we, more than anyone else, should be looking at
aternatives. We should beleading theway inrenewable
energy and efficient technologies, cregtingjobsand protecting
our people.”

“So many children and families are harmed by
mountaintop removal in this state. | hope the faith
community getsmoreorganized and awareand actsfroma
deep theologica place making thisoneof the primary mora
and ethical concernsfor peopleof faithin our area,” said
Blakeman. ©

Update on Blair Mountain

For more than five years, OV EC board member
ReginaHendrix andthe WV SierraClub haveled effortsto
secure special historical statusfor Blair Mountain. Such
statuswould prevent mountaintop remova onlargeportions
of Blair Mountain. Through amazing perseverance, despite
setback after setback, they werefinally successful inhaving
1,600 acres of Blair Mountain nominated by the state of
West VirginiaforincdlusonintheNationd Register of Higtoric
Places.

In September, the DEPgranted apermit to Mingo
Logan Cod Co. to surfacemineover 300 acres, completely
withinthe areathat has been nominated for Historic status.

OVEC and WV Highlands Conservancy are
workingwithlawyersfromthenationd SierraClubtotry to
stop any mining onthat site. Our fear isthat Mingo Logan
will destroy enough land and watersthat the sitewould no
longer be eligible for National Register status. We have
peoplewatchingthedte.

(Inadifferent, earlier legal caseled by Joe Lovett
and Earthjudtice attorneys, acompany buried astreamwhere
weweretryingto stop avalley fill. Oncethe streamwas
gone, weno longer had legd groundsto stop thevalley fill.)

“To waste, to destroy, our natural resources, to
skin and exhaust the land instead of using it so
astoincreaseits usefulness, will resultin
undermining in the days of our children the very

prosperity which we ought by right to hand
down to them.” —President Theodore Roosevelt,
seventh message to Congress, December 3, 1907

il 1 |

Thislittlegirl, adaughter of astudent from Pfeiffer
Collegein NC, promised thecrowd that shewould do
her part tosavethemountainsin Appalachia, by trying
toremember toalwaysturn out thelights! Thisgroup
of studentsreminded folksthat each of uscan dosmall
thingsto savethemountains. They also shared what
they werewilling to giveup in order to save energy
and themountains—thingslikebuying bottled water
(all that plastic needsener gy and r esour cesto make)
and Inter net shopping (all those packagesgenerally
includeplasticbubblewrap!).

Srip Mining Damages Nature

Oct. 29 | etter to the editor in the Charleston Gazette

Sometimesyou look around and seethe
mountains, thetrees, and flowing rivers. How the
beauty has been in the eyes of thosethat have X § TW
seen them. Well stop and think how much has \\ |
been damaged by companiesthat are strip mining.

They take off themountainsto get the coal. They
leave no trees to hold the ground to be eroded into the
valeys. Themountainsand treesaretheWest Virginiahills.
Underground mining isso deep under themountainsthat it
doesn't affect the hillsor trees. Minerscan ill get asmuch
coal and havejust asmany jobsto support the peopl e of
Kentucky and West Virginiafor work. Asthe saying goes,

God madethe earth and everything init. So why destroy
the nature and beauty of it?

Elaine Roberts
Merrimac

¢

When you're finished with this newsletter, please pass it on!
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A Note from
MariaGunnoe

First — thank you! We
extend an enormous thank you to
everyonefromall acrossthenation
who has sent donations to help
with security at our home. Without
your help, the outcome could have
been dramatically different. We
love and respect you for helping us
out in this very trying time. It's
people like you that allow us to
stand our ground.

With our most heart felt gratitude,
Maria, Jesseand Chrystal Gunnoe

Boone County’s OVEC
Organizing Team sends out huge
thank yous to everyone who has
hel pedintherecent lawsuits. Withthis
magjor victory, areapeoplearefeding
the power of organized communities.
Way to go, everyone!

Dueto recent events, theorganizing meetingsinthe
Van and Wharton areaare now closed meetingson private
property. If you would like to get in on these meetings
pleasegiveusacall at (304) 245-8481 to find out where
and how you can participatein our avesomewinning team
in Boone County.

Voicesfrom Boone County

Dorsey Green, retired UMWA miner: “Whatever
happened to the American dream of working for alifetime
and retiring to enjoy what you haveworkedfor? Our life's
work isbeing destroyed before our very eyesand we have
no choicebut tofight it during our retirement years.”

With thisrainbow, wefeel likewereceived a ThumbsUp! from aHigher
Power, a special thank you to all who arededicated to stopping theattack
on our homeland and people. On theone-month anniver sary of thehearing
that saved Dry Branch (for now, at least) and the peoplewho call thishollow
home, M aria Gunnoe snapped thisphoto from her homeat Big Branch, at
theother end of thestrip job from Dry Branch.

Jim Foster, retired UMWA miner: “If everyonein the
sate had avoice, mountai ntop remova would have already
been stopped.”
MakeYour VoiceHeard and Help Support OVEC in
Boone County

Giveyoursdlf and your community avoice—write
lettersto theeditor! Everyone should hear the stories of
how mountai ntop remova isaffecting our lives. Thisisthe
oneway that wewill stop thisinsanity and show unity in
doingit.

Becomean OV EC member and get involved. Call
(304) 245-8481. ©

David vs. Goliath Award Goesto OVEC’sBoone County Organizer

In San Francisco on October 18, Rainforest Action
Network (RAN) honored OV EC community organizer
MariaGunnoe with one of the group’sWorld Rainforest
Awards. Mariareceived the David vs. Goliath Award.

RAN noted, “ Gunnoeisalifdong resident of Boone
County, WV. She has experienced the destruction of
mountai ntop removal coal mining operationsfirsthand and
has organized extensively around the issue in order to
preservetheAppalachian way of lifeand communities
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throughout theregion.”

RAN uses“market activism” and isworking with
groups like Coal River Mountain Watch to reduce our
dependence on cod and discourageinvestment banksfrom
Investing in companiesthat practice mountai ntop removal
cod mining.

Thegroup hashel ped to reform corporate behavior,
encouraging progressiveenvironmenta policiesasfirst seps
toward asustainableand just economy.



We care, We Count, WE VOTE!
Tipson Writing a Letter to the Editor - Do It TODAY!

If youwant to hel p end mountaintop remova, show
it —write aletter to the editor! Lettersto the editor are
hugely important in showing the broad spectrum of people
opposed to mountaintop removal. Your |ettersencourage
othersto make a stand, too.

OVEC volunteer Mary Wildfirecompiled thesetips
onwriting that | etter:
~ Most newspapers have aword limit on | etters, often
200 or 300 words.
~ Many newspapersalso have limitsto how often they
will print lettersfrom aparticul ar person. You may want to
send your letter to adifferent paper if your first choicejust
printed something fromyou.
~ If theletter isin responseto something that ran in the

Clean Palitics = Public Financing -

Nov. 2, 2007, Charleston Gazette editorial

For fiveyears, agroup of concerned West Virginians
have been tryingto convincetheL egidatureto create public
financing for legidativeseats.

West Virginianswould havemoreinterestinrunning
for office and more confidencein the processif racesfor
state Senate and House of Delegates were more open to
people of modest means, argues a coalition of groups,
including West VirginiaCitizensfor Clean Elections, Citizen
Action Group, theAffiliated Congtruction TradesFoundation,
theWest VirginiaCouncil of Churchesand theWheeling-
Charleston Diocese.

Theversion proposed would work likethis:

InHouseraces, acandidate must raise at least 250
contributionsof $5from supportersin hisor her owndistrict.
That would qualify the candidate for $22,500 to $67,500
inpublic campaignfunds.

Inreturn, candidatesmust pledgenot to accept other
outside contributions or spend personal money on the
campaign. Candidates whose opponents don’t take the
pledge and who are big spenders may apply for more
taxpayer money.

At first glance, it may sound like welfare for
politicians, but it’snot, says Sen. Dan Foster, D-Kanawha.
Hisview isbacked by Adam Smith, aParkersburg native
now with Public Campaignin Washington. “Citizensare
already paying for theway electionsarefinanced,” Smith

Says.

paper, mention thedate and title at the start.
~ Don'tengagein name-calling, profanity, persond attacks,
or falsehoods. Leavethat to the other side.
~ Check spdlling, punctuation, grammar; if you’ renot good
at this, ask someoneto read over your |etter before you
submitit.
~ Aswith any writing, specifics and images are more
effectivethan vague abstractions.
~ Remember that al etter publishedinyour local or regiond
paper will influenceyour representativesaswell; they know
their condtituentsarereadingthis.

To makeyour letter writing easier, we' veset upa
letter to the editor center with talking pointsand linksto
newspapers. Seewww.oHVEC.ORG/LTEs.

It Really IsThat Smple

The current system rewards|egidative candidates
funded by big private donors—and winners passtax breaks
and other lawsbenefiting thosedonors. It erodesthe public's
confidencein their representatives, Smith said during a
meeting with Gazette staff members.

In the past, we have voiced concern that alarge
fundamentaist church could recruit adozen membersto be
candidates against abortion, gaysand thelike—then ask
250 membersto cough up $5 donations, enabling thegroup
to run on taxpayer money. The same might bedoneby a
labor union, KKK chapter or other organized movement.

“Wehaven't seenthat asaproblemin other states,”
Smithsaid. Onthecontrary, hesaid, Arizona, for example,
saw donations come from a more diverse group of
supporters. All the participating states have more candidates
running for office and fewer unopposed races. By requiring
donationsto comefromwithinacandidates didrict, itwould
a so discourage widespread groupsfrom dominating aballot
at taxpayer expense.

West Virginia shill (SB118 during thelast session)
madeit out of the Senate Judiciary Committee, but did not
emergefrom the Finance Committee.

The state chapter of the National Association of
Socia Workers, plusthe League of Women Votersand the
AFL-CIO areamong 25 organi zations supporting publicly
financed |l egidative campaignsinWest Virginia. Together,
they represent about 900,000 stateresidents. €

[T DEMOCRAEY WORKS! [



We care, We Count, WE VOTE!
Clean Elections: Control How You Pay for Politics

by Carol Warren for lower pricesnever realized? Take alook at the open
| loveit when peopletell me, “I don'twantmy tax  wallets of the pharmaceutical industry and its fleet of
dollarspaying for politicians campaigns.” That meansl get  |obbyists.

to ask themthereal question, “\Who do you want to pay for If wewant good schoolsfor our children, health

them, then?’ Theresponseisusually aquizzica sare. carefor al, aclean and non-toxic environment, and greater
West Virginiansdon't seem economicdiversity, thenwemust fund

toredizethat their tax dollarswill pay our eection campaignsdifferently.

for the peoplethey elect oneway or
another. Inthe 2004 election cycle,
less than one percent of West
Virginians contributed to any state
candidate'scampaign. Yet millionsof
dollarswere spent. Where doesthe
publicthink themoney camefrom—
sinceit obvioudy didn’t comefrom

The state’ swell-entrenched
gpecid interestsarguethat itisapublic
good that we alow them to continue
payingfor our eections. Why burden
ourselves? Why spend thefiveor six
dollars per household it would cost
to havethecitizenspay for election
campaigns?

Lobbyists get

dy for th , -
them? ;?:rtyofot:]:; © We've heard their line:
The real decision isn’t | session. Ridiculoususe of taxpayer money —

whether citizenspay for campaigns, welfarefor politicians! Weshouldn’t
but how we pay. Maine, Arizona, and Connecticut have  besurprised by their vehemence. They areprofiting nicely
taken the high road and are being rewarded by public  fromthe statusquo, thank you. They get access, influence,
campaign financing systems. Why should West Virginia's  and special treatment in return for their contributions. And
public policy beheld hostageby bigdonorstoour legidators  the voters continue to lose, in terms of both policy and
campaigns? accountability. But themonied interestsjust smileat our

The recent gambling legislation is a pertinent  disillusionment. They would like nothing better thanfor us
example. Whatever one’s position ontheissue, onecan  to stay home, shut up, and not even bother to vote.
marvel at themoney that flowed around it. According tothe West Virginiansare aready paying for our state's
modt recent detafromthe People' sElectionReform Codition  political campaigns. Wouldn't we be smarter to spend a
(PERC), contributionsfromthe gamblingindustry wentup  few million dollarsper election cyclefor publicfinancing?
astartling 400 per cent during the 2006 electioncycle. No  Or will we continueto spend mega-millions benefiting the
surprisethat they got their legidation. few who currently foot thebills?

Andwhy wasthered promiseof the2003 legidation \ersionsof thisarticle appeared in the Charleston
requiring our stateto negotiatedirectly withdrugcompanies  Gazette and the Pocahontas Times.

Our sincere thanks to many dedicated OVEC  to move our work forward.

membersand to our partner organi zationswhose efforts Thanksto your help, wewill beableto keep up our
and generosity enabled WV Citizensfor CleanElectionsto  grassroots and legislative activity on public campaign
reach and exceed our $15,000 challenge grant goal! financing as well as the database work of the

Everyone' shard work and enthusasmhelpedusto  Peopl€ sElection Reform Codlition (PERC).
raise the amount needed in just two months. We greatly Clean Electionswill bethereform
appreciateyour help. that enablesmany other reformsin West

WYV Citizen Action and OVEC will share an  Virginia, resultingin better public policy
additional $15,000inmatching fundsfromthePiper Fund  that benefitsall our citizens.

M DEMOCRACY WORKS! I
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We care, We Count, WE VOTE!
Eastern PanhandleWoman Pushesfor Clean Elections

by Lauren Hough, Sept. 29, 2007, Martinsburg Journal

A Jefferson County woman is confident that, by
removing money power from thevoting process, the power
of democracy can bereturned to the peopleof West Virginia.

Virginia Graf is part of a growing grassroots
movement toward“ dean” dectionsthet could pushlegidation
forward to provide candidateswith asystem of publicfunding
for eections.

“It'ssuchasavings,” Graf said. “It gives so many
more peoplean opportunity to runfor public office.”

Under the Clean Electionslegidation, any candidate
for public officein West Virginiawoul d need to collect aset
number of signaturesand small donations of $3 or $5to
qualify for aportion of publicfunds. The state government
would contribute public money from its budget for
candidates, setting limits on what could be spent for a
campaign.

For legidativeracesinWest Virginia, an estimated
1/10 of 1 percent of the state’ sbudget would be sufficient
for the process, according to Graf.

That funding opensthefield to more candidates of
any party afiliation through removingtheneedfor individua
fund-raising effortsand thehunt for big, corporate Soonsors,
Graf said.

“Wehavelost our democracy,” shesaid. “| fed like
thehighest biddersof everything ownthegovernment.”

That sentiment could beacontributing factor toWest
Virginia shistoricaly low voter turnout rates, she added.

“Peoplethink their votesdon’t matter,” Graf said.

Thoughit may seem likecitizenspay moreto fund
the"cleaneections’ process, Graf indststhey get abargain.

Inthetraditional election system, legidatorsfund
projects in response to the wishes of their big donors—
projectsthat often cost taxpayers much morein thelong
run, sheexplained.

“Any project these specia interest groupswant, we
all pay for that, but it doesn’t benefit al of us,” shesaid.

Thereformed systemwould beagood deal for the
candidatesaswell, shesaid. They would have moretimeto
spend with congtituents asaresult of lesstime spent fund-
rasng.

Graf remains confident that, with enough support,
legidlation that has been started to authorize the Clean
Electionsprocessfor West Virginiacan soon be passed out

of committeesin order to becomearedity for candidatesin
thestate.

Themovement hasd ready been successful inseven
statesincluding Arizona, Maine, Connecticut and New
Jersey.

Graf iscurrently collecting Sgnaturesfromthosewho
support theprocessto present to legidators. Anyonewishing
to help collect signatures, or anyonewishingtoview al5-
minute DV D presentation on Clean Electionsmay cdl Graf
at (304) 728-2829.

ACTION ALERT!

Help advance Clean Elections in
West Virginia by collecting signatures on
petitions being circulated by the WV Citizens
for Clean Elections.

The petition reads, “I support Public
Campaign Financing in West Virginia, to
limit the influence of special interest
contributions on our elections and to allow a
more diverse group of qualified candidates
to run for our state legislature.” There’s
space for people to sign their names and
write in (legibly!) their addresses and e-mail.

For a copy of the petition, e-mail or
call Carol Warren at
peacelovemom@gmail.com or (304) 847-
5121.

Once you've collected a page of
signatures, mail the sheet to:

WV Citizens for Clean Elections

P.O. Box 6753

Huntington, WV 25773-6753

Click on the DONATE
button at www.ohvec.org
today.
Help Stop MTR! S 10 OVEC
online by using PayPal

[ DEMOCRACY WORKS! I
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We care, We Count, WE VOTE!
Why Don’t Regulators Do Their Jobs? OVEC Answers

Oneof our memberswroteto us, wondering why
federal and state environmental regulators, charged with
protecting theenvironment, arefalingtodotheir jobs. He
asked that our response be printed in Winds of Change.

Dear Member,

Thank you so much for your recent $25
contribution/renewal to OVEC. Your gift really
means so much to OVEC and the work we do
trying to protect our beloved mountains, forests,
streams and communities from the lawless
coal industry. Please know that we couldn't do
the work that we do without your loyal support.

In my 20 years of experience fighting for
the environment, one thing that | have found
time and time again, is that there are many
good people working for the state and federal
environmental agencies - who actually
accepted positions within those agencies
hoping to apply their talents and skills to do
good - who later learn the disheartening news
that their jobs really weren't about protecting
the environment or citizens. Sadly and
truthfully, it's mostly about being a buffer
between citizens who are fighting for a better
environment and corporations.

The directors of these agencies generally
are appointed and serve at the will and
pleasure of the government officials, i.e., the
governor or the president. Two examples come
to mind: When OVEC was fighting to keep a
dioxin-bleaching pulp mill from locating in
West Virginia in the mid to late 90s, the
Director of Region Il of the US EPA agreed
with our position - and was shown the door.
More recently, Jack Spadaro, an engineer with
25 years of mining experience who worked for
the Mine Health Safety Administration in West
Virginia, was given a demotion and relocated
away from his West Virginia home (he decided
to retire instead). And so it goes. If a person
wants to keep his job, he learns very quickly to
keep his head down and his mouth shut.

Many people within those agencies went
to work with good intentions only to find that
their hands are tied by dirty politics. Budgets
for these agencies are set by the Legislature -

many of whose members receive handsome
political contributions from the industry and
other polluters who help them get elected time
and time again. It's a vicious circle. That's one
reason why OVEC has been working hard to
get public funding of elections of our
legislators. While it wouldn't keep money out
of politics entirely, it could help decrease the
overall influence of big special interests. A
publicly funded legislator would have the
freedom to vote his/her conscience. In addition,
any ordinary citizen who has a penchant for
politics could qualify for public funds if he/she
meets the public trust requirements.
Candidates would run on the merit of their
ideas instead of who has the biggest “war”
chest.

Thanks again for your donation and
support!

Most sincerely,

Janet Keating, Co-Director

Delegate Wants Public Financing Law

Excerpted from Sept. 30, 2007, Beckley Register-Herald

Delegate Tim Manchin believes most folks are
turned off by the avalanche of negative campaign adsthat
floodtheairwavesinapolitica campaignandispushing for
apublicfinancinglaw toreinintheuseof bigbucksto sway
opinions.

Manchin recalled the massive spending ayear ago
by Massey Energy CEO Don Blankenshipinhisdl-out blitz
to put control of the House of Delegatesinto the hands of
theRepublicans.

Except for asingletriumph by acandidatewith his
blessings, Blankenship came out on the short end of the
votetabulation.

“1 don’t think those kinds of negative campaigns
andtacticsare aseffective against candidateswhom people
arefamiliar with,” Manchin, D-Marion, saidin atelephone
interview...

In statewideraces, slanted TV and radio adscan
makeahugedifferenceintheoutcome, Manchinsaid. “I'm
very much interested in seeing us come up with some sort
of election reform that would provide an opportunity for
candidatestoregject al of those negative conditions.”

[ DEMOCRACY WORKS! I
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OVEC Works! Thanks!

20" Anniversary: Thanksto OV EC co-director Janet K eating and the Board Anniversary Committeefor
planning thisevent — Eric Fout (with an extraspecia thanksfor al themeeting reminders, contacting musicians,
for procuring freetabl e cloths and napkins, for hel ping with setup and more), Larry Gibson, ThomasKincaid,
Michagl Morrison and John Taylor. Thanksto TonyaAdkinsfor her work in prepping theevent and to
Maryanne Graham who worked so hard during the event and on cleanup duty. To Ral ph Oberly and OVEC
staff who hel ped with setup and cleanup. Thanksto Big Rock and the CandyA** Mountain Boys (Rick Badly,
Eric Fout, Bo Masullo, and Blake Sypher) and TonyaAdkinsand Ronnie Bond for thefabulousmusic. To
Carey Leafor providing thefirewood. To City Linenand Towe Service, 340 Washington Ave., Huntington, for
donating lovely yellow linens. Andthanksto al who brought the deliciousfood. Thanksto al who attended,
and those who celebrated from afar —you are the oneswho make OV EC rock, you arethe oneswho are
responsiblefor our 20 yearsof standing our ground!

Kayford Mountain prayer vigil: Thanksto Larry Gibson, for hosting; Robin Blakeman, for organizing and
developing the service; Rev. Dennis Sparks, Rev. Jm Lewis, Allen Johnson, DanaK uhnline, studentsfrom
Pfiffeir College, Caral Kirkpatrick, Pauline Canterberry, Lilly Cavanagh BrendaM cCoy, DonettaBlankenship,
Michagl Morrison, DonnaBranham, Kathryn Stone, ReginaHendrix, WilmaSteel e, Rose Edington, M€
Hoover and many others; and to all the peoplewho hel ped with turnout for the event!

“ThisLandisOur Land” Picnicin Mingo County: Thanksto Donnaand Charlie Branham, Wilmaand Terry
Steele, and Walter and Carol Young for planning the event.

Ansted area: Thanksto Katheryn and John Hoffman, Roy and Jane Crist, Cary and Karen Huffman and Bev
Walkup intheAnsted area, who areworking hard to protect and organize their community from outlaw strip
mining. Specia thanksto Derek Teaney for hisinvauablelega advice.

Fayette County: ThankstoL.P. for al hishelp and advicein organizing.

OVEC'sdtrategic planning weekend: Thanksto all who attended and to Abe Mwauraand Tricia Feeney for
so muchwork inmaking it happen.

Member ship appeal: Thanksto Chuck Nelson, for writing; Michael Morrison for working two dayson the
malling.

WV Council of Churchespublic policy forum: Thanksto Donetta Blankenship and BrendaMcCoy for
representing OV EC and speaking about water issuesin Mingo Co.

Public Energy Authority hearings: Thanksto all who attended and spoke, with aspecia shout-out to
BrendaMcCoy.

Buffer zonehearing: Thanksto all who attended and who planned the event, made signs, and called media
outlets.

Flyovers: SouthWingsvolunteer pilotsand staff for continued incredible support.
continued on page 20
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Public Energy Authority Not Serving Public

Manchin’s Coal-to-Liquids Energy Plan Gets Little Support

Excerpted from an Oct. 26, 2007, Charleston Gazette
article by Ken Ward Jr.

Gov. Joe Manchin’s proposed state energy plan
received little support again Thursday at thelast of three
Public Energy Authority hearings.

Residentsrepeatedly attacked Manchin’sblueprint
foritsfocusonincreasing cod production by building plants
toturncod intoliquidfud.

“1 really don’t want to encourage any more coal
production, and that seemsto beyour soleobjective,” said
Don Gasper, aretired state biologist and member of the
West VirginiaHighlands Conservancy board.

Gasper wasamong morethan 50 peoplewho turned
out for the Charleston hearing, hosted by the PEA and the
new state Division of Energy.

Only Bill Raney, president of theWest VirginiaCod
Association, spokespecifically infavor of Manchin'sfocus
on building cod-to-liquidsplants.

Raney praised theformation of astateenergy plan,
especially with the coal industry “under siege” by
environmental group lawsuits and proposalsto regulate
greenhousegasemissions.

Mingo Residents Gather to Celebrate,

On Sept. 29, more than 70 people gathered at
Laurel Lake in Mingo County for acommunity picnic,
enjoying gospel and country music and good food provided
by citizensfrom acrossthe county.

Thepicnic, titled“ ThisLandisOur Land, ThisLand
is Our Home,” was organized by OVEC members and
supportersfrom Mingo County, folkswho haveaconcern
for what is happening to the water, land and economy in
Mingo County.

“Wewanted to bring peopletogether to shareideas
on how we can better our communities,” said Donna
Branham of Lenore, oneof theevent’sorganizers. “ Because
people need to seethat whereweliveis something worth
throwing your shouldersback for. 1t'ssomething worth
sving.”

Branham mentioned the need for citizensto speak
up about how to make the county more prosperous. She
encouraged peopleto contact their county commission and
redevelopment authority with ideas and suggestions. She
also mentioned the Clean Elections campaign in the state,
“sothat wecan get politiciansinto officewho areaccountable
to the people and not to thebig businesses.” Everyonewas
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... Thursday’s hearing focused on the heart of
Manchin’senergy plan: A proposal to“displace’ 1.3 hillion
gallonsof annual state oil consumption—acut of about 60
percent — by 2030. The governor wants, and his plan
proposes, to meet two-thirds of that goal by replacing oil
withliquidfuel madefromcod.

The plan proposesto build 10 liquid coal plants.
Feeding those plantswould requirea 15 percent increasein
yearly state coa production, the plan says.

Vickie Wolfe of South Charleston explained that
liquid fuelsmadefrom cod arelessefficient than gasolineor
diesd fuel (and) burning liquid coal invehicleswould till
produce more carbon dioxide emissionsthan petroleum-
based fuels, evenif scientistsfind agood way to capture
and bury emissionsfromthe conversion plantsthemselves.

Wolfe also cited polling data that shows few
Americans support coa-to-liquid proposal sand that West
Virginiansoppose mountaintop removal by a2-to-1 margin.

...Mingo County resident (and OV EC member)
Brenda M cCoy gave each PEA member asamplejar of
her family’ sblackened water that she said was polluted by
coal durry that wasinjected underground. €

Better their County

dsoinvitedtofly
overthecounty in
a free small
airplane ride
provided by
SouthWingsand
OVEC on
October 13.

“I'vegot
awhole sack of grandkidsnow
what they will beleft withif thingskegpon asthey are,” said
Donna shusbhand Charlie. “Wehaveto take part in making
surethey havelandto live on and good water to drink and
fishin”

A variety of groupswere present at thepicnic, with
avariety of concerns. WilmaSteele, an areahigh school art
teacher who livesin Meador, helped to organize the event
out of concern for “our state and the peopleinit.” Said
Stede, “ Sometimeswedon't redlize other peoplecare, and
thiswasagood placeto bring ustogether.”

Citizensat the picnictalked both generally and

continued on page 21
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OVEC Works! Thanks!

continued from page 18
Mingo County meeting space: Larry and BrendaBrown.

Editing: LauraBannon, Mary Wildfire, Greg Wood

Phonecalling/ phonebanks: Thanksto Lilly Cavanagh and Michael Morrison for the countlessphonecalls
you' vemade.

Charleston Area Youth: Thanksto Danny, Trevor, Heather, Leah, Megan, Zach, Kelly, Dana, Jennifer who
areall working to organizein solidarity with communitiesthat aredirectly impacted by mountaintop removal.

Planning on approachesto end cemetery destruction: LoisArmstrong, Larry Gibson, ReginaHendrix and
Bill Priceand Dianne Badly.

Water testing: Thanksto LonWilson for hisyearsof patient work and deep concern for hiscommunity.
Cabin Creek: Owen and Kathy Stout for helping with mediaand your local organizing.

Prenter and documentation of contaminated water: Chuck Nelson, Bobby Mitchell, Patty Sebok and
Matt Noerpel.

Assorted mailings. David Duke, Michael Morrison, RondaHarper, Tom Jones and John Taylor. Special
thanksto Automated M ailing of Huntington, for extremely generoushelp with our mailings,
WWW.AUTOMATEDMAILING.COM.
‘.--------------------------------------’

The Appalachian Adventure

In October, a group of nursing, pharmacy,
physician ass stant and medica studentsfrom schools
acrossthestatewent on an“ AppaachianAdventure,”
ayearly event designed to focus aspiring health care
professionas attentiononrural Appaachia

The program, administered the WV Rural
Health Education Partnership, hel psstudentslearnmore
about our state, itsculture, itshistory and itspeople.

Thisyear’sprogram focused on mountaintop
removal and itsrelationship to the health of the state
anditscitizens. Participantsmet with OV EC members,
staff and residentswhoselives and health have been
affected by mountaintop remova. They capped off their
day withavisit to Kayford Mountain.

After the experience, one student wrote, “Mountai ntop removal istaking the wild and wonderful out of West
Virginiaand replacing it withworthlessnessand waste.”

Here, asstudentslook out over Kayford Mountain, Larry Gibson speakswith Dr. Carroll Christiansen of Roane
County, while Chuck Conner, asite coordinator for WVRHEP, snapsashot. @

--------------.‘
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Oh, Yeah, That'sA Great Spot for A Mountaintop Removal Mine!

FolksinAngted arebusy fightingaminenear Hawks
Nest State Park. In late summer, over 80 peopl e attended
apublic hearing about the permit.

Many of those same peopl e are now researching
thepermitsasthey preparefor permit gpped's, andthey are
working to expose the Department on Environmental
Protection’s, um, let’s say missteps with the permitting
processfor thismine.

The company began mining without all their
permitsand DEPdidn’'t seemto care. Well, DEPdidissue
fiveviolationsbeforethesitewaseven permitted. DEPthen
issues acease and desist order, but the agency extended
that order, meaning the company could go onworking.

Themining would bevisiblefromthe New River
Gorge Bridge—what away to spoil one of the state’stop
tourigt attractions!

A Call to Action from Ansted’s Cary Huffman

If big businesshasitsway, the beautiful mountains
that surround our quaint little town of Ansted in Fayette
County areinjeopardy. Our viewshed isin jeopardy.

Themountainsdated for destruction rise between
two beautiful rivers, which provide enjoyment, adventure
and relaxation for so many, fromin-state and beyond —the
New River Gorge National River and the Gauley River
National RecreationArea

Citizensacrossthe codfieldscomplain about strip
mining. They say blasting rattles homes and cracks
foundations, mud and chemica sare dumped into streams,
scd ped forestsand hillscontributeto flooding and v ley fill
waste pilesbury hundreds of milesof streams Isthiswhat
weredly want?1 think not!

Angted sitsa ong the US Route 60 Scenic Highway.
TheOld Midland Trail runsthrough the center of our town.

Tourists come to our community for so many
reasons. Theseincludethenationdly-acclamed Blue Smoke
Speciatiesmanufacturing facility, theAnsted Cultura and
Heritage Museum, the African-American Museum...and

Mingo Picnic

e

Near Ansted, mountaintop removal began beforethe

per mit wasissued. Photo by Father Roy Crist

many morehistorical attractions.

Alsolocated within our town limitsisHawks Nest
State Park, thecrownjewd of dl the state parksin Southern
West Virginia. The Hawks Nest Rail Trail isenjoyed by
vigtorsand locasdike, who enjoy hiking through beautiful
scenery alongside ababbling brook.

Thesearejust afew of themany atractionsbringing
visitors here aready, and the tourism industry in Fayette
County continuesto grow.

If you visit our area, be sure to cross the famed
New River GorgeBridge, spanning our “ Grand Canyon of
theEast.”

When coming from the north on Route 19, look to
your right (or from the south, ook left). Youwill see, maybe
for thelast time, part of aviewshed that isso critical tothe
beauty of our pristinearea.

Inthefuturewill wedtill beknownas® TheMountain
State”? Or will we be known as “ The Wasteland of the
Eadt”?

Folks, we' refighting for our future. Comejoinus!
To getinvolved, contact Abe at abe@ohvec.org or (304)
633-6976. ©

continued from page 19

specificaly about what they want to see happeninthe county,
including the need for a database of elderly or disabled
peoplewho might need ass stancefrom county officialsto
evacuate in the event of an emergency, such asasudge
damfailure.

“I’'mglad| cametothepicnic,” saidAmber McCoy,
14, of Matewan. “1 thought it was agood opportunity to
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find out about the people and groupsinterested in helping
our community, and I’ ve already talked to peoplein my
group about it.” McCoy founded R.O.A.R., Restoring Our
Appalachian Respect, agroup of teensin Mingo County
that want to help their community.

Musiciansplaying at the event included Howard
Branham of Ragland, Tolbert Marcum of Canada, K, and
Raph Curry of Chepmanville. €
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December 4: 6:30 — 8:30 p.m. Leveling Appalachia.
Charleston-areayouth gathering, to learn about mountaintop
remova and how to organize successful campaignsto protect
our communities. AttheUnitarian Universdist Church, 520
KanawhaBlvd. W., Charleston, WV. Please RSVP by
Dec. 1. E-mail levelingappa achia@gmail.comor call (304)
288-6604. Includeyour group’sname, school / program
affiliation, number attending and contact information.
2008

January 12: 7 p.m. inthe LaBelle Theatre at the South
Charleston Museum, 311 D ., South Charleston, WV.
World premiereof B.J. Gudmundsson’snewest film, Rise

CALENDAR

Up! West Virginia. Co-sponsorsat thistimeinclude OVEC
and Christians for the Mountains. See
WWW.PATCHWORKFILMS.COM/WVHILLS.HTM.

Mar ch 1: Deadlinefor submissionto MotesBooksfor an
anthology of student work to be published in 2008 on
mountaintop removal . Workingtitlefor thisbook isWWeAll
Live Downstream: Young Americans Reflect on
Mountaintop Removal Mining. Students up to age 24 —
elementary, middle, high school, college—areencouraged
to submit. Before submitting anything, pleaseread complete
guiddlinesat www.MotesBooks.com.

M ar ch 28-30: 31% Appal achian Studies Conference, held
this year in Huntington, WV. See
WWW.APPALACHIANSTUDIES.ORG/CONFERENCE/.

ThisSummer’s Sory—Voicesof ThoseHurt by Mountaintop Removal Mining

by Shannon Bell
“To be a person isto have a story to tell.” — Isak Dinesen

Thereisnothing moreworthwhilein my mindthan
sitting on afront porch and listening to someonetell hisor
her story. Thissummer, | had the pleasure of doing just that
—ligtening to the stories of the courageousindividuasinthe
environmenta justicemovement who arestanding up tothe
coal industry to hold it accountable.

Thelr stories have become part of my story —the
story | takewith me back to Oregon, wherel’ min graduate
school, to share with the students| teach and thefriends
withwhom | talk.

Thecodfieldsof West Virginiabecame part of my
story back in 1999 when | first cameto Cabin Creek in
southeastern Kanawha County towork asaservice-learning
intern at Cabin Creek Health Center.

| moved out to Oregon in 2005 to the University of
Oregon. I've spent parts of the last two summers
volunteering with the environmental justice movement and
collecting interviewsfor what will (hopefully) becomea
dissertation someday.

My project thissummer focused onthoseindividuals
who are gpegking out againgt mountaintop remova and other
codfiddinjustices. Thisisthestory of thecommunity —the
family —that hasemerged within the environmenta justice
movement. Peopl e talked about the unconditional support
and strength they fed from the peoplethey havemet through
their work. While some peopleadmitted that they havelost
somefriends dueto speaking out against coa, they were
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quick to tell methat they have madefar morefriendsthan
they havelost. These quotes speak to that story:

“Thefriends that | had before, we were friends
because we were in the same community, but ...
there’s a commonality here [within the
movement] that we're doing something that is
beyond us, and that has brought us together ...
there is a sense of family and a sense of unity,
and a sense of union. And frankly, these people
areneat, | mean, these are my heroes, you know
— Judy Bonds, Larry Gibson, all these people
who [do this] withlittleresourcesandjust abig
heart and a big sense of responsibility.” — Bill
Price

“WE vebonded together.. WE' reall sisters. We're
the sisterhood —Don't messwith the sisterhood!”
—WinnieFox

“1 guesstheonlyway | can putit, | really didn’'t
realize that there was so many caring people out
there. And, what makes it even greater — to see
so many young people out there wanting to make
something better —you know, it just, | guesslike
Kathy Mattea said yesterday, the word
“overwhelms’ ... | think about that so much.
I’ ve met so many friends and everybody's been
greattome.” —DonettaBlankenship &
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My $20 check is enclosed! Please send me a Kroger gift card so OVEC can benefit from my purchases.
Make checks payable to OVEC. Mail with this coupon to OVEC, P.O. Box 6753, Huntington, WV 25773.

‘.--------------------------------------

f YES! Iwant OVEC to receive 5 % of my purchases from Kroger! Please enroll me in the
B EAT FOR OVEC Kroger gift card program.

|

| Name

: Address

[ City State Zip
|

f Phone

: E-mail @

|

y

‘.------'

| nk Cartridge Recycling Program Sinks, But You Can Sill EAT FOROVEC

For those of you who have been saving your
printer’sink jet cartridgeand mailingtheminfor recyclingin
plastic envel opes provided by OVEC —First, thanksfor

Make a DIFFERENCE!
Join a WINNING TEAM:!
Get ACTIVE with OVEC!

Cut this coupon out today and mail to:
OVEC
P.O. Box 6753,
Huntington, WV 25773-6753
New member or renewal (Dues $20-30
per year, pay what you can)
Donation
Please add me to OVEC'’s e-mail Action
Alert! list

Name

Address

City/State/ZIP

Phone

E-mail

For more information call
(304) 522-0246 or go to
www.ohvec.org

Remember — All donations to

(ﬁ
OVEC are tax deductible! E
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taking thetimetorecycle. You' ve kept some plastic out of
thewaste stream and you’' ve helped OV EC’scash stream.

Unfortunately, wehaverecently received word that
the program has been discontinued. If OVEC canfind a
new cost-effective cartridge return program, wewill aert
youviae-mail and our website.

Eat for OVEC

Another way to support OVEC has taken off.
Remember, if you shop at Krogers, you can have 5 percent
of themoney you spend goto OVEC.

Fill out theformabovep, dipitandmail itto OVEC
along with a$20 check made payableto OVEC. Write
“Kroger gift card” inthememoline. Wewill purchaseand
send to you a $20 Kroger gift card. Each gift card is
rechargeable.

Here'swheredonationsto OVEC comein. Every
timeyou buy groceriesfor any amount using your gift card,
OVEC will receivea donation equal to 5 percent
of your purchasetotal.

Onceyou havereceived thegift card from OVEC,
al you havetodoistokeepit recharged and OVEC will
continueto benefit from your purchases. It’'simportant to
useyour gift card regularly so OV EC receivesthe5 percent.
(A gift card withazero balancefor 90 dayswill bevoided
out of the system.)

When your balanceiszero, don’t throw it away,
but haveit recharged for any amount up to $500. Go to any
Kroger’scustomer service desk prior to shopping and add
whatever amount you want. Remember that you haveto
have an adequate amount on the gift card to cover your
purchase BEFORE you get to theregister.

Also, Kroger isnot responsiblefor lost, damaged
or destroyed cards.  J



This Can’t
Happen in
America,
Can [t?

No, Only in
Central
Appalachia -
S0 Far

At theprayer vigil on
Kayford Mountain,
the looks of worry
and disbelief on the
faces of these
students speak
volumes. Many were
seeing mountaintop
removal for thefirst
time.

photo by Janet
Keating
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