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Army Corps of Engineers Apparent Palicy:
No Headwater Sreams Shall Be Left Unburied

by Dianne Bady

Over a year ago, OVEC, the WV Highlands
Conservancy and Coal River Mountain Watch challenged
valley fill permitsat four large strip mines, arguing that the
permitswereissuedinviolation of thelaw and would cause
sgnificant and devastating environmenta damage.

InJune, just beforethescheduledtrid, the USArmy
Corps of Engineers suspended the permits. This

SLUDGE: Legidators
Get an Earful From
People Who Live With
It Every Day in WV

It wasstanding roomonly for
apresentation at the State Capitol on
Oct. 16. Mingo County residents
turned out in strength to hear two of
their own, Donetta Blankenship and
Debbie Sammons, address state
senators and delegates. They were
joined by members of the Sludge
Safety Project from Logan, Boone,
Raegh and other counties. DEP staff
and coal industry lobbyists and
lawyersalso crowded into theroom.

Both affected residents and
scientists addressed the legislature’s Interim Judiciary
Subcommittee B about grave concerns over the
underground injection of coal slurry and groundwater
contamination.

Minesafety expert Davitt M cAteer, who headsup
thefedera Cod Slurry Impoundment L ocation and Warning

continued on page 5

Donetta Blankenship answers a
reporter’s questions after the sludge
hearing, her black water and clogged
water filter samplesin front of her.

unprecedented, voluntary move was an attempt to make
the permits more bullet proof beforethe judge heard the
case. The Corps movedelayedthetrial, but it wasfinally
heard before Judge Robert C. Chambersinfederal courtin
Huntington over six daysin October. Final argumentsinthe
complex case were heard November 29th.

WEe'revery ably represented by the Appalachian
Center for the Economy and the Environment and by
attorneys with Earthjustice in
Washington, DC.

| n opening arguments, our
attorney Joe Lovett told Judge
Chambers that, “The Corps of
Engineers is permitting the
destruction of southern\West Virginia
with little more than awink and a
nod.”

Many mediareports stated
that the outcome of this case could
set broad new policy that would
affect dl futuremining operationsin
southernWest Virginia.

Watching the behavior of
coal industry lawyersand technical
peopleasthey sat together with sate
andfederd regulators, it wasobvious
to methat thisisthe correct

continued on page 3
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by Katie Fallon, who recently
attended the Writers’ Tour of
WV Mountaintop Removal

The wild morning
glorieshavefinaly spilled the
top two stones from the wall
alongmy driveway. I’ d been
watchingthemdl soring, thedow,
deliberate way their woody trunks
thickened. They pushed alittlemoreand
alittle harder until one summer day, after
their purple blossoms unpuckered, afinal
nudge sent the stones clattering to the
pavement. Asif to say, | root here. Shove
off.

&

| watch themorning glory dramafrom 15
my porch. The birds around me are hard at

work, too. | hear thewhirring of loudwingsasa

=

Morning Glories

ballsitself upinliversand kidneys,
seeps out in saliva and sweat,
causesarmsand legstotremble
liketwigsinawind sorm. What

would it doto achickadee?
An energy company
from Massachusettsis seeking
permission to build another power
plant 1 milefromtheexisting plant at Fort
Martin. Frommy porch | will beableto see
smoke and steam from not one, but two cod -
fired plants. Thenew plant’sstack will stand
550-feet high, and will bethetalest man-made
structurein West Virginia. Rumor hasit, the
power generated will be sent up north to New
England. But asthe company’swebsite points
out, “ Regardless of wherethe power goes, some

—da—

1,200 construction jobs, 50 to 60 operationsjobs

nuthatch swoopsinto hang upsidedown froma
feeder, then flitsaway to ared oak and beginsto
hunt for insects wedged under shards of bark.
Somewhere afox squirrel crashesacrossabranch.
Goldfinchesargueintheforsythia; | wish | spoke better
bird. A mourning dovetrillstheend of acoo and another
answers. Cardinals claim each other while adowny
woodpecker hammersatrunk. Field sparrowsinthe
orchard flute down the scal eand tufted titmice scold me
from the chestnut tree. 1t’sloud out here, so loud that
the backdrop a most goesunnoticed—afew ridgesover,
the smokestacks of Allegheny Energy’s plant at Fort
Martin puff poison clouds skyward, darkening the blue
likedirty cumuli.

Seven coa-fired power plantsoperatewithin 30
milesof thisporch, thesemorning glories, thebusy birds.
According to the WV Department of Environmental
Protection, the Fort Martin plant sends arsenic,
formaldehyde, mercury and other chemicasintotheair
we breathe 24-hoursaday, seven daysaweek. Mercury

|

and support industriesjobsstay intheregion.”
m Of coursethey will. Thisiswhat wedoin

West Virginia: Welabor. Wemine, we construct and

we operate dangerousmachinery. Wegive out-of-state
companiestax breaksto flush chemicalsinto our rivers,
bel ch poison into our skiesand tossus miserablejobs.
We haveoneof the highest childhood asthmaratesinthe
nation. Our economy ranksdead last. And at theend of
the day, wethank the coal industry for “making West
Virginiagreat.”

| take my lesson from thewild morning glories
and write aletter protesting the proposed plant to the
West VirginiaPublic Service Commission. | composeit
here, on my porch, inthe shadow of awhitepineanda
smokestack. A gang of bluejayscheersmeonfromthe
oak trees, chanting, Thief! Thief! | endtheletter, “ Thank
youfor yourtime,” but what | meanis, | root here. Shove
off.

Originally published inthe Spring 2005 issue
of Appalachian Heritage.

Give (OVEC) Gifts That Give Twice

If you arelooking for holiday gifts, please check
withthe OV EC office. We have OVEC T-shirts, aswell as
books, musical CDsand more. Call usearly in December,
(304) 522-0246, asthe officeisclosed toward themiddle
of themonth. Also, check out thenew online OV EC store:
WWW.CAFEPRESS.COM/OHVEC.
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; If you live in Charleston, Frog
Creek Booksin the Capitol Market and
Taylor Bookson Capitol Street aretwo
independent book stores that carry
recent books and other media
documenting the resistance to
mountaintopremova. €




Permit Hearing

continued from page 1

assessment. The crowded Coal-and-regulators side of the
courtroom seemed calmwhenever their expertstestified.

But often, when Joe Lovett was questioning
witnesses, therewas an intenseflurry of activity ascoal
lawyersand experts, and government regulators, hurriedly
flipped through pages of thick documentsand whisperedto
each other.

We argued that the Corpsdid not adequately study
theimpactsbefore approving permitsat thesefour Massey
mountaintop remova mines. Republic No. 2 Minein Fayette
County, Camp Branch Minein Logan County, and Black
Castleand Laxare East, both in Boone County.

Theseminescould produce 40 milliontonsof coa
—about one-fourth of the coal producedinWest Virginia

WEe're asking the court to force the Corps to
conduct detailed Environmental Impact Statementson each
of theseminesbeforethey attempt to reissuethe permits.

Corps officials stuck to their argument that
Environmenta Impact Statementsarenot necessary at these
minesbecausethey would causeonly minima environmental
impacts.

Attimesthetria seemed surred. CynthiaMorris, a
Corps attorney, claimed that mountaintop removal and
reclamationwill actualy make some partsof Southern West
Virginiabetter than they are now, by improving thewater
quality. Sheargued that environmentalistsare spreading a
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myth that mountai ntop removal isdamaging to sreamsand
forests. (Remember, thisis*your” government in action!
Your tax dollars pay the sal aries of these regulatorswho
seemtotwist thelaw andignoreredlity in order to approve
more mountaintop removal permits.)

Our expert witness, Dr. Bruce Wallace of the
University of Georgia, pointed out that when streamsare
buried by valey fills, “thestreamstheat arelost are perpetudly
lost. There’ sno correcting for that.”

The Corps used their modeling datato argue that
strip mineswould reducewater runoff during rainstorms.

But oneof our experts, Keith Eshleman, aprofessor
a theUniversty of Maryland, gaveevidencefor theobvious
—that mountaintop remova mines, wherelargeforested areas
are forever clearcut, play ahugeroleinincreasing the
severity and frequency of coafiedflooding.

Hesaid that the Corpsignored four separate studies
that monitor water runoff; studiesthat showed that runoff
increasesasaresult of mining and reclamation, putting those
wholivenear these minesat agreater risk of flooding.

“It was irrational for the Corps to not give
considerationto these studies,” Dr. Eshleman said. “The
studiesweredonein similar areasand arerelevant to the
decisonsmadeinthiscase.”

Most morningsas| wascominginto thecourtroom,
| watched asaformer top West Virginiawater regulator
wheeled adolly holding astack of documentsseveral feet
highintothecourt.

| wondered how much her income hasincreased
now that sheworksfor theWV Coal Association, which
intervenedinour case. | wondered how she could deep at
night.

Towardtheend of thetrial, asonefedera regulator
argued against our positions, shelabeled her argumentsas
those of “the United States.”

Geez, | thought, OVEC vs. the United States?

| didn’t likethe sound of that until | realized that it
wasredly OVEC vs. theBush adminigtration.

Ligteningtothetortured scienceof thecod industry
and the government regul ators, and hearing our attorneys
and experts responses, it hit measnever beforehow many
and varied arethewaysthat Coal isallowed to apparently
ignorethelaw intheir pursuit of profits.

It seemslikeit will takeapolitical revolution to
changethisagppdling sateof affairs Didthat revolutionbegin
on Election Day in November?

L et’skeepworking together to bring that revolution
heretothecodfidds ©



SSP - Elaine Speaking Out on Slurry’sEvils

In October, theWest VirginiaCouncil of Churches
met to consider what topicsit will focuson during the 2007
Legislative Session. Elaine Roberts was one of the
community memberswho traveled to Charleston to speak
with Council representatives.

Elainelivesin Merrimac, Mingo County. Theseare
her thoughts.

By goingto Charleston | thought: Was| goingto
impressanyonewith my words?

After getting there, stting downandlistening, it was
my turntotalk. Standing before the Council of Churches, |
explained about the illnesses and the medical attention
needed for the peopleof Lick Creek, Rawl, Merrimacand
Sprigg. Asthey passed aglassof water that | had brought
frommy well, they couldn’t believethesmell.

| explained how my granddaughter had almost died
fromthis. Thiswater causesskin rashes, kidney stones, liver
disease, cancer and other disorders. | explained about the
contentsof my water, thesulfur, chemicas, bacteria, sodium,
and how al thiswason our skin, on our clothesandin our
house. How no amount of deodorant perfumeswould cover
upthesmel on our skin. Nothing would freshenthe carpets
or our clothes. Nothing works. Thiswater has destroyed
our heat pump, hot water tanks, water pipes, water

SSP - Boone County Success!

Sylvester Dustbusters Mary Miller and Pauline
Canterberry, and OV EC organizer MariaGunnoe, recently
paid another visit to the Boone County Commission.

They built upon the success of Walter and Carol
Young in Mingo County, whowereunrelentingininsisting
that the Mingo County Commission set upasystemtowarn
peoplein caseacoal dudge damwasabout tofail.

After many visits from the Youngs, the county
adopted areverse 911 system called WARN.

The Boone County Commission and Office of
Emergency Serviceshave agreed toimplement WARN. In
the event of adangerous situation arising from any of the
ared sdudgedams, WA RN will automaticaly ring thephones
of Boone County citizensinthe potential path of danger.

Thankstothe Boone County officid sfor recognizing
the need for thissystem, and thanksto active citizenslike
the Dustbusters and the Youngs who work diligently to
improvetheir communities  ©

Please support OVEC through
Community Shares

softeners...all thishas cost more
money than we have.

All these contaminantsarein our water. Thisall
comes down to the dumping of coal slurry, sludge and
chemicalsback into old mines. It runsinto our well water,
rivers, and streams. | ask them to take this before the
legidature and have investigations—not one but many.

After hearing the people before metalk and then
what | had said | thought everyone had the same causein
mind. Wewereal fighting for the samething! Good clean
water, something we had beforetheinjectionsdestroyedit.
We could not have got thisfar without the help of friends
likecOVEC. ©

ACTION ALERT!
Write to Support Slurry Study

Please use this letter as an
example for writing your own letter:

To the Senators and Delegates of the
Joint Judiciary Subcommittee B:

| want to thank you for taking the
time to listen and meet with us who care
and are concerned about sludge
injections and what it does to our state
and people.

|l am only one of many that live near
a coal processing plant with a huge coal

waste impoundment and worked out
mines nearby.

| really hope you will support an
independent study of slurry injections
and the impact they have on our health
and our water. Thank you again.

Sincerely,
Walter Young, Delbarton,
Mingo County

Please contact Tricia, Abe or Vivian via
the main OVEC office, (304) 522-0246, for
a list of legislators to call or write. Or e-
mail vivian@ohvec.org.



Sludge Hearing
continued from page 1

System, opened the hearing. Whilemeeting withthepublic
about dudge dam safety, M cAteer’sstaff weresurprised to
learn that folks were not only worried about coal dams
possibly failing one day, but also worried right now that
cod durry injected undergroundismaking itsway intotheir
wells. At ameeting in Delbarton about coal sludge dams,
20 of the 21 citizen questionswere about water quality. So
McAteer sent Dr. Ben Stout, abiologist at Wheeling Jesuit
University, to samplewel | water in several Mingo County
communities

Stout told thecommitteethat high level sof assorted
contaminantswerefoundin many of thewels. Stoutand his

to injection points on coal
company property.

Mine safety expert Jack
Spadaro spoke next, noting that over the years, one cod
prep plant near Williamsoninjected 1.4 billion gallons of
durry underground. However, thisareamay not betheonly
oneat risk, asthereare currently morethan 400 injection
wellsin both northern and southern coa bearing counties.

Spadaro said dry filter presssystemsfor processing
coal were refined in the 1970s after the Buffalo Creek
disaster, whereacoa wastedam failurekilled 125 people.
Spadaro advocated that theindustry return to using this
method. Whileit'sdightly morecostly, itisstill economica

b

family'shealth.

research ass stantswitnessed black and sometimesorange
water streaming out of peopl € staps. Stout noted that we
don’'t know what exactly isin coal slurry. There are no
definitivestudiesof groundwater aroundinjection sites, but
thereissufficient evidenceto suggest possible contamination.

Stout reminded everyone that a 2002 National
Academy of Sciences study recommended that research
be conducted toidentify thechemicasin cod durry and the
hydrogeol ogic conditionsaround coa dudgedams.

Stout and other scientistishave somefunding areedy
availablefor sampling cod durry, but they do not haveaccess

| e

L eft toright, Debbie Sammons, Jack Spadaro, David M cAteer, Dr.
Ben Stout, Dawn Seeburger and Dr. Scott Siminton listen intently as
Donetta Blankenship (off camera) addresses the legislative
committee about coal slurry, groundwater contamination and her

and canbeused at any prep plant, diminating
theneed to storeliquid waste behind dams
or underground.

Dr. Scott Simonton, Assistant
Professor of Environmental Science at
Marshall University, has sampled drinking
water in some Mingo communities. Hetold
thecommittee, “ Quitefrankly, itistheworst
| have ever seen.” Not only do residents
have to contend with bad water, but also
sulfide gas, produced when naturally-
occurring bacteria feed upon the
contaminated water. Hemeasured arunning
shower giving off double the levels
considered safe by federal workplace
standards. L ong-term exposureto that gas
cannot be hedlthy, hesaid.

“There's really no better way to
moveacontaminant fromasolidthantogrind
itupand mixitwithwater” —whichisexactly
what cod prep plantsdo. “Weareinjecting
that into old mineworkings, which are not
sededtubes.” Themountainshavebeendug
and blasted for cod. “ Cracksand holesalow
migration of now-contaminated water into the surrounding
hydrogeol ogic system, which isconnected to water wells
and surfacewater supplies,” Simonton said.

“I truly believethat thewater quality problemsin
thedrinking water wellsinthisarea—the Rawl, Merrimac,
Lick Creek area—arefrom 30 years...of injection of durry.
Certainly further study needsto bedone,” he added.

After passing around jarsof black tap water from
the Mingo communities, Dawn Seeburger, atoxicologist,
told thecommittee, “ Thiswater iscausing health effects.
continued on page 6



Sludge Hearing
continued from page 5

Slurry isimpacting thegroundwater.” Sherecited alitany of
hedlthtroublesinthearea—gall and kidney stones, thyroid
failure, neurologica and devel opmenta problems, and more.
She noted that athough most people no longer drink the
ared swater, they still useit for cooking and bathing.

Rawl resident Donetta Blankenship spokenext, on
behaf on her family and community. Theaudiencelistened
intently — even a representative of Massey CEO Don
Blankenship (who was videotaping the event, you guess
why), cod industry lobbyist ChrisHamilton and DEP chief
StephanieTimmermeyer.

Donetta’sneighbor, Lick Creek resident Debbie
Sammons, wasthefina speaker. Shedetailed her family’s
health problems, which she believes have been caused by
durry-contaminated water.

Her entirefamily hashad kidney stones, including
her then 6-year-old son. She spoke of a high rate of
miscarriagein her area. Shequietly announced shetoo had
miscarried. When shefirst found out shewas pregnant, her
doctor told her to drink lots of water.

“It wasthewater God had provided for me,” she

CoNgratuLaTlonS!

© To OVEC board member Elinore Taylor, her sister
Nancy and Clarice Kumlien, both OVEC members. All
were featured in the new MetroValley magazinein “ 10
Beautiful Women,” an article about womenwho are* some
of themost exceptional women of our time.”

© To Elisa Young of Racine, Ohio, for wining a 2006
Women of PeaceAward, for her work in exposing thetoll
fromthefull cycleof cod.

© To Dave Cooper of Lexington, Ky., for a2006 Sierra
Club Specid ServiceAward.

© To Bill Blizzard, thelate |eader of the Battle of Blair
Mountainin 1921, and K en Hechler, aformer congressman
and WV secretary of state, for their induction into the WV
L abor History Association’sHall of Fame.

© To Concord University Professor Delilah O’ Haynes,
whose collection of poetry and photography, The Character
of Mountains, has been nominated for the Appalachian
Book of the Year award, given by theAppal achian Writers
Association. Ms. O’ Haynes attended the writers’ tour of
mountaintop removal sites, andisalso dedicating aportion
of proceeds from the sale of her book to OVEC.
Congratulationsandthank you! €

toldthecommittee. 1 thought it was
safe. | waswrong. | probably killed
my baby! Again, | amjust one of

One legislator called the two hour hearing
“compelling.” OnNov. 15at 9a.m., aswegoto press, the
subcommittee is to hear from the coal industry and
government regulators on thisissue. Check the OVEC
website’s daily news section for news arising from this
meeting, Www.OHVEC.ORG/OVEC NEWS.HTML.

Many thanksto the West Virginia Environmental
Council andtheWest VirginiaCouncil of Churchesfor their
hel pin making certainthelegidaturebeginsto addressthis
threat to human hedlth.

Check the OVEC website's “ People in Action”
gdleriesfor Oct. 16, for atranscript of thedurry injection

hearing. @

ACTION ALERT!

What the Sludge Safety Project wants
the legislators to do - approve a study
that will tell us:

O How much ground water in WV has

been contaminated by underground
injection of coal slurry;

O How underground injections have
impacted human health and safety;

O What specific chemicals are in coal
slurry.

MTR ThreatensHigtoric Paint Creek Tralil

In pre-colonial days, the Paint Creek Trail,
traversing partsof Kanawha, Fayette and Raleigh counties,
wasaheavily used overland trail which bypassed therugged
New River Gorge. Indians utilized the salt, game and
outcroppingsof black flint found dong thetrail. Whentaken
captive, Mary Inglestraveedthistrall. TheNew River Gorge
Nationa Park webste notesthat | nglesescaped homeadong
theNew River. Today, theWest VirginiaTurnpike provides
passageway through the Paint Creek watershed.

Historical sitesdeserving protection abound along
thePaint Creek Trail. Portionsof thetria arenow under the
threat of impending mountaintop removal. If you want to
learn more and get involved to save the Paint Creek Trall,
contact Dwight Siemiaczko at (304) 595-3325. @



SSP - Surry Sudy Before L egidative Subcommittee

by Carol Young, Delbarton, Mingo County, W/

Themessageisclear, but our water isn't; it’sbeen tainted with cod wasteand has poisoned
our community.

2 Thetimefor truth of what isin coal sudgewasteisnow.

£ Thetimefor theminingindustry totakeresponsibility isNow.

£ Thetimefor our lawmaker sto act and passlawsto prevent such environmental wrongisNOW.

£ Weask all southern West Virginiansto bewar e of thegroundwater you assumeisclean and usable,

for it may not be.

Thepeopleof Rawl, Sprigg, Lick Creek and Merrimac have consumed dudge-tai nted water —without knowing its
harmful effect —that hasaffected their hedlth for years.

Now they are speaking out and saying, “Don’t do to other communitiesasyou have doneto ours.”

Thiswasemphasized Monday, Oct. 16, in Charleston at the legid ative subcommittee hearing on dudge sefety.

Onewould haveto think they now know for sure not to consumetheir well water. So their only motiveistowarn
otherswho may be next.

I, for one, am very grateful to the good, outspoken people of Rawl, Sprigg, Lick Creek and Merrimac for their
effortsto correct thisproblemfor al West Virginians. €

Legend Slurry Injection Sites in West Virginia
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Aword about this map: A group of highly dedicated
volunteers has spent months collecting WV
Department of Environmental Protection data on
coal slurry injections, plotting the information and
creating maps of slurry injection points across
the state. Because the DEP’s data is incomplete,
out of date and possibly inaccurate, we will never
know where all the injection sites are.
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OVEC Members Featured in Moyers on America

In October, Public TV aired Moyerson America,
withlegendary journalist Bill Moyers. Part 2 of the series—
“IsGod Green?’ —featured Mingo County OV EC members
Carmdlitaand Ernie Brown, Pastor Larry Brown, and B.1.
Sammons speaking about the apparent contamination of
their well water by coa durry. What powerful, eloquent
speakers—whosevoicesare being heard nationally!

Christians for the Mountains co-founder Allen
Johnson and Coal River Mountain Watch's Judy Bonds
spoke about mountaintop removal. Otherscalled for action
on global warming. The show underlines the growing
environmental consciousnessof conservativeevangelica
Chrigians.

Moyerstold Grist magazine, “1 wasnot surprised
to discover that the peoplein the hollowsof West Virginia

are decent, God-fearing, caring
individuds. They’ rebeing betrayed
by their political leaders... | find it encouraging that they
want to do hands-on, practical work in protecting the
environment wherethey live.”

“1 first want to apologize as a Christian for the
unfaithfulness of the churchesand Christianswho have
oftentimes—too often—been complicit in the destruction
that we seeupon theland,” Johnson said on the show. “In
the Book of Revelation, there’ sascripture that saysthat
God will destroy those who destroy the Earth. We're
breaking acovenant with God.”

If you missed the show, catch it online:
WWW.PBS.ORG/MOYERS/MOYERSONAMERICA/GREEN/
INDEX.HTML. é

Don Blankenship One of The 13 Worst People |n America? No Way/!

Just intimefor Halloween, Old Trout Magazine
ran“ The Thirteen Worst Peoplein America.” Here'sone
bad actor Winds of Change readersknow all too well:

Scariest Polluter: Don Blankenship
by David Roberts

Americd smost bruta environmental despoiler may
be West Virginia's Don Blankenship, CEO of Massey
Energy Co., the nation’smost aggressive practitioner of
mountaintop removal mining. Massey usesexplosivesto
blow off ridgetopsin the southern A ppaachiansto strip the
cod fromwithin the decapitated peak. Then Massey dumps
the" overburden” (everythingthat isn’'t cod) intothevalleys
and hollowsbel ow. Someblast Stesare” recovered” —that
is, hadtily filled with alayer of fast-growing grass—but the
destructionisso profound that no forest will againtakeroot.

In areas where mountaintop removal is
concentrated, the destruction to water, air quality and
property values is so extensive it al but precludes the
development of other industry. Coal haslocked rural West
Virginiainto adeath spiral. Over 100 billiongalonsof durry
—atoxic black dudgethat resultsfrom coal being washed
with corrosive chemicals—are stored oftenlessthanamile
I N N N NN N N N BN N AN N .

Help Stop MTR! Donate to
OVEC online by using PayPal

Click on = @ at www.ohvec.org today!

DOMATE

from housesand schools. Thedurry seepsinto groundwater
and occasiondly breaksfrom behind earthen damsto flood
townsbelow. Localsareregularly showered with coa dust.
Theblack, brackish public water isunfit for consumption or
even bathing. llInessisubiquitous.

To Blankenship, thehuman and environmental cost
be damned. That theA ppa achiansare some of theworld’'s
ol dest mountains and home to what may be the greatest
biodiversity of any temperateregionintheworld seemsof
littlerelevanceto Massey, and likewiseAppdachian culture,
with familiesthat date back seven or eight generationson
the same land, is being systematically purged from the
landscape.

The son of apoor single mother raised in nearby
Mingo County, Blankenship ascended the corporate ladder
at Massey, ruthlessly suppressed mineworker unions (a
mere 3 percent of Massey employeesremain unionized),
bullied critics and essentially underwrote at least one
statewidedectionthroughaPAC called “ And For the Sake
of theKids.” The group ran attack ads aimed at liberal
Supreme Court Justice Warren M cGraw, who had the gall
toruleagainst Massey inworker compensation cases.

You' d think Blankenship would do better by his
neighbors, though hetries. Every year, inthemanner of the
Mafia under the late John Gotti, Massey funds alavish
Christmas party in asmall West Virginiatown. “Don”
Blankenshiparrivesinalimo, putson aSantahat, and passes
out littlegiftsto theloca s—some of the same peoplewhose
ancestral lands he is destroying, whose families he is
impoverishing and whose children heissickening.



Ed Wiley - Walklng TaII for the Sake of His Kids

On a sweltering
midsummer morning, grandfather
EdWiley set out from Charleston,
WV, for awalk. Forty-threedays
and 455 mileslater, on Sept. 13,
Ed arrived in Washington, DC,
along with an entourage of
hundreds of supporters and
hordesof media.

Ed met with Senator
Byrd and other members of the
WV congressiond delegation. He
capped off hiswak withapress
conferenceat the Cannon Office
Buildingon Capitol Hill, wheredl
speakers spoke passionately
about the need to end
mountaintop removal and called
for passage of the Clean Water

ProtectionAct.

While walking to DC, Ed Wlley center, in whiteT-shirt, surrounded by themedia and supportersas
Wiley —representingthePennies e nearstheend of hiswell-supported, 43-day trek to Washington, DC.

of Promise campaign—raised awareness about the toxic dudge dam, coal prep plant, coa silo and mountaintop removal
stesthat menace Marsh Fork Elementary, in Sundia, WV, where hisgranddaughter wasastudent. Ed also raised fundsfor
anew school inthekids own community whilecaling out Gov. Joe Manchin for hisinaction on ensuring the school kids

ety.

“1 admire the determination and dedication that Ed and Debbie Wiley have shown,” Senator Byrdsaid ina
release. “ The Bibleteachesthat if we havethefaith of amustard seed, we can move mountains. | believethat the Wileys

havethat faith.”

We hear the Senator isgenuinely concerned about the situation at the school. You can bet, for the sake of thekids,
Ed and hissupporterswon' t sitidly by waiting for that concerntotrandateintoaction.  ©

Ms. Sims Goes to Washington As Mr. Wiley Walks In

Lincoln County activist Versi Sims traveled to
Washington, DC, in September for a Stop Mountaintop
Removd lobbying week, organized by Appaachian \Voices,
with groupsfrom acrossAppaachia.

Thecitizensmet with congressiond representatives
to expresstheir concerns about mountaintop removal strip
minesand coal dudgedams. Simsand the othersattended
Ed Wiley’sCapitol Hill pressconference.

“It’stimefor our so-called leadersto stand up for
the health and safety of West Virginians. That meansthey
will haveto devel op the backboneto stand up to the coal
industry —and turn down itscampaign contributions,” Sims
sad.

She also encouraged peopleto call Congressin
support of the Clean Water ProtectionAct.

Sims then brought that message home. She and
other members of the Left Fork Mud River Watershed
Stream Partners Association asked the Lincoln County
Commission to writethe DC Congressional delegation,
requesting they endorse the Clean Water Protection Act.

Thecommissionagreedtodojust that! Thiscould
be something you could do inyour own county.

Call theOVEC officeat (304) 522-0246 or e-mail
vivian@ohvec.orgif youwould likeacopy of thedocument
Versi’swatershed group took beforethe Lincoln County
Commisson.
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. A Whole Bunch of Thank Yous

Its almost a full-time job tracking all the volunteer help we receive. If we left your name out, please
forgive us and know that you are essential to advancing OVECS issues.

As you check out this list of Thank Yous, please consider the “Michael Morrison Challenge.” Michael has
won OVECS Outstanding Volunteer of the Year two years in a row. He'd like to see of one of you take
his title!

Writers’ Tour: Chris Green, Jeff Mann, Denise Giardina, Bob Henry Baber, Cathy Pleska, Larry Gibson,
Vernon Haltom, Judy Bonds, Cindy Rank, Bill Price, Julian Martin, Gordon Simmons, Mike Sublette, Kate
Long, Diane Fisher, Adam Brown, Rob Merritt, Delilah O’Haynes, Beth Wellington, Laura Bentley, Katie
Fallon, Sam Martin, Irene McKinney, Edwina Pendarvis, John Van Kirk, Mary Miller, Pauline Canterberry,
Mike and Leslie Maynor, Chuck Nelson, Ed Wiley, Donetta Blankenship, Versi Sims, Paul and Nanette
Nelson, SouthWings, Taylor Barnhill, Caroline Douglas, Bridget Nelson, Darwin Jones and Tom Komer.

Bob Ross Don't Live Here No More Art Show Fund-raiser: Dr. Joseph Touma, Chris Worth, Clayton
McNearney, David Seth Cyfers, Peter Massing, Poochie Myers, Allen Toney, Tony Mancini for catering
(wow!), Higher Ground, Dennis Butcher at PJ Florist, One Track Minds, Plebe, Zach Kohns, Noel Sayre,
Kathereine Mohn, Jarad Lemley, Grant, Michael Morrison, Joe Lung, Elwyn and Joan Bellis, Jonas
McNearney and Stephanie for pouring the wine, Jeff Ruff, Ben Robinson, Emilie Ritchie, Micah McMaster,
Sam St Clair, Jason Archer and Amber at the Java Joint for providing essential support, all the artists and
patrons who made this such a super event. Without a huge volunteer effort, this event would not have
happened.

Treehuggers’ Ball: Stephen Perry, Holderbys Landing, Eric Fout, Aristotle and the Excellent Lovers, Big
Rock & the CandyA** Mountain Boys, Bud Carroll, Chris Allen, Brad & Christina Roush at Raw Times
Health Bar, Tem Kirk at the WV House of Music, Paul Callicoat at Rt. 60 Music, Tracy Toler with Visual
Grove Productions, Chris Morris with Music in Motion Production, DJ Jason 1L, Ronda Harper, Chrystal
Gunnoe, Mike Morrison (1000 times), Chuck Wyrostok, the waitress at Blue Grass Kitchen, Frog Creek
Books, to all the individuals who donated for our silent auction, Old Village Roasters, Scent from Heaven,
Happy Camper and — in Pullman Square — Borders, Starbucks, Moes Southwest Grill and Coldstone
Creamery. Thanks to so many volunteers and everyone who came out to make this a super fun event.

Sludge Safety Project: Matt Hepler, The Youngs, the Brown families, the Sammons family, the Blankenship
Family, Joe Mollett, the Chafins, Ira Evans, Eddie Hatfield, Luana Cook-Scott, Freda Williams, RS, Denver
Mitchell, Melvin Tyree, Regina Hendrix, Fred Sampson, Michael Morrison, Mary Ellen O’Farrell, Kathryn
Allen Stone, Cindy Rank. Plus everyone who wrote or called legislators about studying sludge injection
during the Interims.

Mountain Community Preservation Coalition: Thanks to everyone supporting OVEC in Boone County!
Especially Jim and Jean Foster, Jean, Chrystal and Jesse Gunnoe, Joan Linville.

Blair: Kenny King, CB, and the Aleshires.
Up North: Bobby Mitchell and loads of students, Beth Raps.
Down South: Danny Chiotos, Amanda Haverty, and the UNC Crew who came to Mingo.

Everywhere: Chuck Nelson, Michael Morrison, and the students from POWVEG and the team of folks

continued on page 12
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UNC Sudentsin Mingo County for Fall Break

by Nikida Koraly

Many studentsat the University of North Carolina
never havethechanceto beimmersedintheopenandloving
culturethat characterizesAppaachia, but over our five-day
fall break, nine of us
got todojust that.

From Chapel
Hill, NC, we cameto
Mingo County, WV,
to the Sludge Safety
Project, not quite
knowing what to
expect.

We left
reluctantly, not quite
knowing how to
explainto our friends
and family what we
experienced.

Theissueswe
learned about, the

friendswemadeand Water distribution in Mingo County.

the stories we heard are only the beginning of what our
contact will ultimately meantodl of us.

As environmentalists, we were drawn to West
Virginiaby our interest in how coal mining issueswere
degrading the mountains. Now we' ve seen how the same
problemsthat are affecting our environment areeven more
notably affecting people.

Empowered by thei ndependence of campingin

" some of the
state’s most
beautiful state
parks and
forests, we
were eager to
takeinasmuch
information as
we could about
theissuesinthe
area, with a
particular focus
on the water

UNC studentsdistributeliteraturein
Delbarton duringtheir fall break.

digributionfromLarry Brown'schurchin Rawl holler. Being
ableto help with distributing water from the church opened
usup to aflood of peoplewho were being directly affected
by the contamination. Most of us had heard that the coal

Univer sity of North Carolinastudent vqunteersheIpW|th drinking

companiesweremaking thingshard
on communitiesinthisregion, but

we had noideathat it wasto the point of not having clean
drinking water.

Wedsocirculated
copies of the Pan
Appalachian
Defender (amulti-state
newspaper and a
project of Mountain
Justice Summer) to
peoplewalking inand
out of Walmart, aswell
asissuing them door-
to-door in Delbarton.

We heard story
after story — not only
are people’s wells
affected, buttheir wals
werecrackingandther
windowswerebusting
because of blagting.

All of usare overcomewith appreciation for how
quickly and openly wewere accepted and thanked for doing
what work we could for the short amount of timewe could
bethere. Wewere even welcomed into homesfor dinner
andto deep onenight whenit wasraining.

Our timein Mingo County powerfully encouraged
us to raise awareness of the problems that we saw and
experienced.

Using our storiesalong with further research, we
have convinced the student council toinvestigatethe sources
of thecod that fuelsour university’ shuge energy usage.

Plansare already underway to team up with other
giant universitiesin North Carolinatoinfluencethepractices
of coal companies.

Before traveling, our group joined the EPA’'s
“Change alight bulb, change the world” campaign to
encourageour friends, family and surrounding communities
to be more energy consciousin order to ultimately reduce
America sdependenceon cod, inturn sowing down the
need for massive extraction methods such asmountaintop
removal, not to mention globa warming.

We understood the environmental implicationsof
our efforts; now we understand the social effectsof them.

Don't think that thisisthelast you' Il see of UNC
students. Weare aready planning aspring vist!

photos by Leah Gronnin



An Open Letter to W Gov. Joe Manchin

(One supporter’s response for Ed Wiley's walk from
Charleston to DC [see page 9]. Excerpted; complete
letter in the online edition of our newsl etter.)

Dear Governor Manchin:

West Virginia’s dirty coal secret is spilling out
faster than a sludge dam failure. It's out beyond the state’s
borders. It’s out through excellent magazine features on
the national and international
level. It’s out because of the
efforts of informed and
dedicated members of state,
regional and national
environmental groups.

It’s out because of
brave individuals who have
taken action after their state
and federal officials have
hidden in the pockets of the
coal barons for better than a
century, allowing these
exploiters to destroy the land,
the culture, the health and the
spirit of hundreds of
thousands of people.

Enclosed are three of
the many photos | took in
southern West Virginia this
past spring. Please study these
carefully, and remember them
each time you lay your head
down at night.

I want you to study my portrait of Jimmy Weekley.
Coal mining broke his body, but not his spirit. Jimmy is
the last remaining resident of his hollow near Blair; a
hollow whose stream runs clean and clear — for now. The
aliens are approaching Jimmy’s home of 66 years, as they
are approaching other mountain communities, to destroy
the forests and mountains that have protected and
nourished West Virginia highlanders for upwards of two
hundred fifty years, and native Americans before them...

I want you to study and remember my photo of
the Ash Branch of Paint Creek. It represents a beautiful,
inspiring and life-giving piece of nature — for now. But
the aliens have their sights on this area too. Sadly, many
coal country residents know such streams only in their
memories.
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I want you to study and remember my photo of
Massey Energy’s coal silo towering over Marsh Fork
Elementary School. | also want you to know of the
woman who approached me while I was making this
photograph, and who said I shouldn’t be there. She was
apparently more afraid of what would happen to her and
her family if Massey discovered that they didn’t chase
me off, than of how coal dust
from Massey’s facility is
poisoning their children and
their teachers, inside the
school. She must be more
afraid of crossing Massey than
she is of the crushing wall of
poisonous water which will
surge through the school if
the earthen dam above it gives
way. This is about their
children, for God’s sake.
Parents’ natural instinct is to
protect their children. The
school was there first! These
folks have been oppressed by
the coal companies and
betrayed on every level and at
every turn by their own
government for so long, that
they don’t realize that parents
anywhere else would be

¥ outraged, and demand that
such a clear danger as the coal treatment plant be moved
out immediately. It’s unlikely that such a facility, or the
pond, would be placed near a school in the first place.
Now, the more concerned parents have no choice but to
raise money on their own to build a new school. And
Massey will pay nothing for the illness, stress and fear
they have caused...

A mountaintop removal site on Cazy Mountain,
in Boone County, was “reclaimed” 22 years ago. It
sprouts nothing but non-native grass, and a few thin,
nasty-looking, non-native shrubs. Where is the earth-
cooling hardwood forest? Where is the native ginseng
that mountaineers have always been able to dig to sell
and use? Where are the deer, the turkeys, the many species
of songbirds, small mammals and other animals? Where
are the clean, swift-flowing streams and their native trout?



Where is life-giving soil? Where is
life?...

You may know that
Pennsylvania, which  has
contributed much coal to this
nation, and much coal-related
pollution and human misery, now
generates more wind power than
any other state east of the
Mississippi...

Are wind farms especially
scenic? No, but they are visions of
hope. Do they cripple thousands
of workers, spew toxic waste into
the air and water? No. Do they
destroy the health and culture of
the residents? No. Can they be

dismantled and the sites returned to their natural states

if better energy technology comes along? They certainly
can....

In southern West Virginia and eastern Kentucky,
descendants of the proudest, most independent and most
patriotic of all American populations are now slaves in
their own land. They are victims of true terrorism
committed by American corporations on American soil,
with the blessing of their own governments. Residents
outside the coal fields are learning that basic human rights
are being violated wholesale in your state. When

Clockwisefrom
left, Jimmy
Weekley, Marsh
Fork Elementary
School, Ash Branch
of Paint Creek.
photos by Mark
Schmerling
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individuals stand up for what is right, and
are repaid by physical threats and
vandalism, their vehicles tampered with,
their pets killed; when their land, and their
water are poisoned, and corporate officials
can dismiss these floods as “acts of God,”
and can get away with it; when longtime
residents are forced off their land, and their
health sacrificed on the altar of short-term
profit, that’s human rights abuse; that’s
terrorism.

But, as I said, Governor, the secret
is out, and Massey can’t put it back. Arch
Coal and all the other companies that have
raped the land and the people of the
southern Appalachians for a century, can't
put it back....

Since no one can shove the secret back into its
dirty bag, you have an opportunity to do what’s right for
your fellow West Virginians — the ones who are bravely
doing what is right, the ones who are yet afraid to stand
up, for fear of economic and physical retribution, the
ones who don’t know how free people take charge of
their lives, and the ones yet to be born.

You can do what’s right and help abolish
mountaintop removal mining...

Thank you,

L J
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. more) A Whole Bunch of Thank Yous

continued from page 10

helping to organize the Mountain Justice Alternative Spring Break Program. Also, the United Nations
Planning Team.

SouthWings: You help to open more eyes to the devastation of our mountains than you will ever
imagine.

FOCer Bowl: Thanks to Friends of Mountains members who helped cover the cost of flying the “Stop
Mountaintop Removal NOW!” banner over the Friends of Coal Bowl.

Meet the Candidates: Brandi Jacobs-Jones, Glen Smith for handing out fliers about the event.

Coal River Mountain Watch and Mountain Sustainability Project: Big Ups!

Larry Gibson and the Stanley Heirs Foundation: Big ups for being so relentless in the fight to stop
MTR, for educating so many. We love and respect you for all that you have sacrificed for the love of our

mountains.

Left Fork Mud River Watershed Stream Partners Association: Versi Sims, Anita Stanley and Miller,
and others.

To the OVEC Board: Thanks for attending trainings, and extra shout out to Regina Hendrix, Michael
Morrison and David Duke for massive volunteer work.

Mailings: Ronda Harper; Michael Morrison, Ralph Oberly, Mel Tyree, David Duke.

Tabling: Winnie Fox, Michael Morrison, David Duke.

Editing: Mary Wildfire and Greg Wood.

OVEC v. Army Corps of Engineers Lawsuit: Appalachian Center for the Economy and the Environment,
Earthjustice, Margaret Janes, Cindy Rank, West Virginia Highlands Conservancy, CRMW, all the expert

witnesses on our side, everyone who came to listen to the trial.

OVEC Listening Project: To the board members who have volunteered to do this important and
monumental task and the OVEC community leadership who have started and who will help guide us

&Kthrough this process, and build on what we learn from each other.

J

Freese SaysWe Must Freeze Coal Burning BeforeWe Freeze Ourselves Out

Barbara Freese, lawyer and author of Coal: A
Human History, statesthat coa burning needsto be phased
out to prevent massivegloba climatechange.

“Coal plantsareresponsiblefor one-third of US
carbon dioxideemissions,” said Freese. “CO, levelsare
thehighest they’ veever beeninthelast 650,000 years. The
sad part isthereare currently 150 proposalsfor new cod
plants in the country right now. We need to take this
technol ogy fromthe center of our society and moveit
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towardstheedge.”
FreesedistrustsBush'sClean Coa Power Initiative,
and the efforts of companiesto make coal cleaner.
Though public opinion tends to be pessimistic,
Freeseisadamant that immediate action needsto betaken.
“No problem hasthreatened our civilization quite
likethis,” shesaid.
—excerpted from* Future of American Energy in Doubt”
by Brandon Conaway inthe Northern lowan. €



We care, We Count, WE VOTE!
Who'sBuying CongressNow? You Get One Guess

by Nancy Watzman of Public Campaign, excerpted

... What often gets lost in election coverage,
however, iswheredl themoney funding theseracesiscoming
from, what thespecid intereststhat giveit will wantinreturn
after Election Day —and how that hurtsordinary families.

Consider the US Chamber of Commerce, which
describesitself asafederation representing morethan 3
million businesses. “ There' saphrase weliketo usethat
sums up our philosophy: Politics comes before policy,
meaningit’'salot easier to achieveyour agendain Congress
whenyou elect theright peopleinthefirst place,” wrote
William C. Miller, Jr., avice president for thetrade group.

What doesthe Chamber want? For onething, no
hikesintheminimumwage, thank you. Whilesome 23 dates
have dready passed ahike abovethefedera rate of $5.15
an hour, theissue goes nowhere on Capitol Hill. National
polling showsstrong bipartisan support for ahike, but |obbies

TheBlankenship Factor - NOT!

for the Chamber and other business clout have blocked it
sofar. Thisisbad newsfor the 14.9 million workerswho
labor for that amount at the\Wal marts, McDona dsand other
busi nesses near you. Fifty-nine percent are women, and
oneout of four are parents. If they work 40 hoursaweek,
52 weeksayear, that meansthey makelessthan $11,000,
not exactly thekind of money you need to support afamily.
Turn now totheoil and gasindustry, to seeanother
moneyed interest that has been quite successful in recent
yearsin weakening environmental initiativesand gaining
subsidies. (Thosegetting big contributionsfrom theindustry
voted) last year infavor of theenergy bill that included $3.8
billionin tax breaksand subsidiesfor theindustry at the
sametimeasit wasracking up record profits—and charging

more at the gas pump.
...When Congressisback in session, thelikelihood
continued on page 16

Millions Spent to M ake Sweeping Changesin State's Political
L andscape BackfiresAs Coal Baron's Candidates Defeated

Excepted from Beckley Register-Herald, Nov. 8, 2006

Thistimeitdidn’twork.

Massey Energy chief executive officer Don
Blankenship wheeled out plenty of hisgold bars—more
than $2 million worth to be exact —to try to buy sweeping
changesinWest Virginia'sLegidature. (Ed. note: theDon's
total spending was almost $3 million.)

Given Blankenship’s past record when it comesto
€lections—2-0 counting hismultimillion-dollar effort to oust
Supreme Court Justice Warren McGraw followed by
financing acampaign againgt abond levy proposed by Gov.
Joe Manchin to help retire some of the state’s mounting
debt —many had to be wondering what would happen.

West VirginiaMetroNewsthought so much of the
Massey CEO'seffortsthey posted aspecial resultssection
on their Web site for election night and labeled it “ The
Blankenship Factor.”

Well, the people spoke and it wasn’t in
Blankenship'sfavor. Infact it wasn't even close. Therewas
no factor.

...webdievetwofactorsplayedinto Blankenship's

faled efforts. First and foremost, West Virginiavoterssmply
weren'’t going to buy it thistime and his brash approach
clearly turned the majority of people off. Secondly,
Republican candidatesand agendastook abesating al across
thecountry.

In fact, we would go as far as to say that
Blankenship’sads, eventhough they weren't directly linked
to GOP candidate campaigns, actudly hurt the Republican
hopefulsmorethanit helpedthem....

Blankenship’srecordisnow 2-1, but never fear,
2008 isn’t that far off and you can certainly expect that if
Supreme Court Justice Larry Starcher decidesto seek re-
electionthat King Donwill be closeby with hispocketbook
and another candidateto try to put on the state’s highest
court.

Andjust onemorething. Whilethefina numbers
aren'tinyet, the$2 million plus Blankenship spent surecoul d
have gonealong way toward building that new € ementary
school over intheMarsh Fork district. 1t would have been
money “well” spent and truly could have been something
positive—for the sakeof thekids. €

[ DEMOCRACY WORKS! I
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We care, We Count, WE VOTE!

Who's Buying Congress?
continued from page 15

that measureswhich makelifeeasier for Americanfamilies
will get priority islow. Proposa sthat aregood for American
families—likeincreasing thefederd minimumwage, passng
paid medicd leave, beefing up environmental regulations—
will get passed over infavor of thosethat give back to big
industry contributors.

Changing thisdynamic requiresrevamping theway
werun our e ections, so that candidates could run without
being dependent on specid interest cash. Full publicfinancing
of dections, or Clean Elections, would helpalot. InMaine,

where a Clean Elections system provides candidatesthe
optionto qudify for full public financing, 80 percent of the
candidatesfor thelegidatureran without |ooking over their
shouldersat the pharmaceutical and big businessinterests.

Clean Electionshave been gpproved in seven states
andtwomunicipdities. It'shightimethat suchasysemwere
adopted for candidatesrunning for federd office. Ditto that
for West Virginia. After adl, families’ needs ought to matter
at least asmuch asthose of the pharmaceutical, oil, coal
and other specid interests.  ©

Under New Law, Americans M ust Guard Against Abuse of Power

by Phillis D. Engelbert and Lily Jarman-Reisch,
excerpted fromaTruthout article

Thisfal, Congressapproved and Bush signed the
Military CommissionsAct (MCA), abill that undermines
several tenets of the US Constitution and international
law...We urge everyoneto learn thefull scopeand impact
of thishastily approved bill and to remain vigilant against
excessesinitsimplementation.

TheMCA issoradical and sweeping...Goneare
guaranteesthat individua saccused of crimescan know the
charges against them, challenge their detention and
conditions of detention, receive a speedy trial, see the
evidence against them, berepresented by alawyer of their
choosing, betrested humanely, not haveevidenceintroduced
against them obtained through coercion and bejudged by
animpartial person or persons.

Gone are the checks and balances that keep one
branch of government (theexecutive) from gainingtoo much
power at the expense of another (thejudiciary). TheUS
haslong beenlooked upon asthe standard-bearer of human
rights and due process around the world... (But thislaw
trashesthose standards.)

The aspect of the MCA maost troubling to legal
scholarsisitsdenia of habeascorpus- theright of aprisoner
to challengehisor her detention asunlawful - to (anyone)
designated “enemy combatants.” Habeas corpus is a
I N N N NN N N N BN N AN N .

When you're finished with this
newsletter, please pass it on!

cornerstoneof our Constitution (itssuspensionisallowed
only incasesof invasion or insurrection - of whichwehave
neither)...

Itiswiddy anticipated that the M CA will eventualy
be struck down asuncongtitutional. That process, however,
will taketime. Inthemeantime, it isimportant that citizens
act asacheck and balanceto the executive branch. Itisup
to usto protest abuses of due process at Guantanamo and
any libera sprinkling of thelabel “ enemy combatant.”

We must take a stand against torture. Amnesty
International has launched “Americal BelieveIn” - a
campaign “to restore our traditional American values of
justice, rule of law and human dignity.” L earn about that
campaign at www. AMNESTYUSA.ORG.

...It'snot too lateto take our country back. ©

OVEC Co-Sponsors Meet the
Candidates Forum in Huntington

On Oct. 24, community membersand politicians
attended a M eet the Candidates event co-sponsored by
OV EC and the Huntington chapter of the NAACP, held at
theA.D. LewisCommunity Center in Huntington.

The forum attracted candidates running for the
House of Delegates, County Commission and the State
Senate, including Evan Jenkins, Dr. Tom Scott, Kevin Craig,
Dr. Bob Hayes, and Bob Bailey. Huntington councilwoman
Brandi Jacobs-Joneshosted the event.

We co-sponsored the forum because voters need
to beinformed —and political adssurearen’tinformative.
We held the event because we care, we count, wevote! ©

M DEMOCRACY WORKS! I
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We care, We Count, WE VOTE!

WV Resident Speaks Out About Blankenship’s Methods

(From a letter to the editor)

I'm appalled at Don Blankenship's efforts
to use his fortune to influence the selection of
our Legislature. He says he’'s worried about
drunk drivers, but it didn't worry him to allow
illegal, grossly overweight coal trucks to leave
his mines daily with bald tires and bad brakes.

Thanks to Mike Caputo and other brave
legislators for having the guts to stand up for
the citizens (especially in the southern
coalfields) and try to make an outlaw coal
company obey the law.

Mr. Blankenship claims that frivolous
lawsuits hurt our economy. But he's sued at
least the Supreme Court, a newspaper, the
UMWA a lawyer and a court reporter.

The amount of money being spent on
political ads is obscene while families in Mingo
County suffer the effect of coal waste in the
region’'s drinking water supply.

Some Raleigh County children go to
school next to Massey's 1,849-acre
mountaintop removal site. When it rains this
site drains into a 2.8 billion gallon sludge dam

GET ACTION ALERTS!

Stay Informed by E-mail: Join OVEC’s Action
Alert! e-mail list by sending an e-mail with “join
list” in the subject line to vivian@ohvec.org. This
is not a discussion list, so you won't be swamped
with e-mails.

Stay Informed by Phone: If you don’t have or
don’t like e-mail, call the OVEC office at (304)
522-0246 and ask to be put on our Call List. We'll
need your name and phone number. Don’t worry
- we will only call to let you know about major
events or actions.

Stay Informed by WWW: Visit www.oHVEC.ORG
frequently for news and action updates. Check
out our extensive background information in the
Issues section. Look for your friends in the
People in Action section.

above Marsh Fork Elementary
School and a coal silo less than 300 \ ¥

feet from the school. | hope people \ (l
remember the Buffalo Creek flood.
According to MSHA's records this sludge

dam is seeping.

It seems that Mr. Blankenship wants
everyone out of office that dares to stand up for
the citizens against his company. So you can
see why our politicians would be reluctant to
say anything about the Mingo County people's
water problems or the Marsh Fork problems.

We need to ask what has “For the Sake
of the Kids” done for “kids” other than use them
in his dirty campaign.

Patty Sebok
Prenter, Boone County

Blankenship Hurt GOP, Chairman Says

by Scott Finn, excerpted from Charleston Gazette, Nov.
9, 2006

Cdl itthe Blankenship backlash... Massey Energy
CEO Don Blankenship reportedly spent closeto $3million
inabidto help Republicanstake over the House.

Instead, Democrats gained four seats, increasing
their majority to 72 of 100 seats.

Inrace after race where Blankenship spent money,
the Republican he supported | ost and the Democrat won.

Blankenship actualy hurt Republicans Tuesday, sad
state Republican Party Chairman Doug McKinney.

...Lastyear, the L egidature passed d ection reforms
that required Blankenship to disclosehisspending right away
and put his name on every advertisement. That helped
educate voters about who was behind the campaign, said
Larry LaCorte, a Democratic campaign consultant for
Rainmaker Media

“I think the 527 reform hel ped the Democratic Party
tremendously,” he said. “ The more people knew about
Blankenship, thelessthey liked him, thelessthey would
votefor hiscandidates, according to our polls.”
(Ed. note: Citizens for Clean Elections [which OVEC
leads] was instrumental in passage of the 527 law
mentioned here!) €

M DEMOCRACY WORKS! I
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Appalachia’s Last Stand =—

An Open Letter to West Virginia Citizens and the Congress of the United States:
On October 16 and 17, 2006, 16 writers gathered in the heart of West Virginiato hear testimony and witness first
hand the grievous effects of mountaintop removal. We learned these five devastating facts:

1. Toxic heavy metals— such as mercury, copper, arsenic, lead and selenium — have been released into the water system,
which feeds the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. Thisinjures not only local residents but threatens water systems all the
way to the Gulf.

2. Dozens of dams (built from mining refuse to contain the toxic waste from mining and cleaning coal) are in danger of
breaking. One holdsover 3 billion (3,000,000,000) gallons of toxic sludge just 400 yardsfrom Marsh Fork Elementary
School. Thissludge dam holds back 20 times as much toxic muck asthe one at Buffalo Creek, whose rupturekilled 125
peoplein 1972.

3. Coa companies have decapitated 474 mountains through the Appalachian region. Almost 1 million acres of mountains
have been leveled. West Virginia has lost 500,000 acres.

4. Every day inWV, 3million (3,000,000) pounds of ammonium nitrate and diesel fuel are used to blow up mountains. This
a so releases untold quantities of coal and silicadust into the air.

5. People'shomes, property and businesses have been damaged and destroyed as a direct result of mountaintop removal.
In asingle 2001 case, 1,500 homes were lost in aflood. The Federal court in Raleigh County, WV, has held the coal,
landhol ding and timber companiesliablefor this devastation.

In human terms what does this mean? Thisiswhat coafield natives say:
H “Thisisnot astory. These are our lives.”
H “My children go to bed with their shoes on, so they can run in case of aflood.”
H“I never imagined I’d sit on my front porch, watching the horizon disappear.”
H “Thefirst onesgoing to get itisour little children.”
H “Wherewill our kidslive, and our grandkids, and our children’s grandkids?”’
H “Our golden years have turned to black years.”
H “We're prisoners in our own homes.”
H “Greed is overcoming common sense.”
H “Why should | sell my home, when they are breaking the law? No one should have to live like we are.”
H “Why destroy our homes for 30 years’ worth of energy? Why destroy our land, our air, our water?’
H “Thisis not an act of God; thisis an act of greed.”
H “You're bound every where you turn.”
H“Thisisnot only acoalfield thing; thisisaglobal thing.”
H“Thisisawar zone. Not only do we have to fight the companies, but we have to fight our cousins and neighbors.”
H “A man shouldn’t have to poison his neighbors to feed himself.”

We do not blameindividua minersfor struggling to support their families. They, too, are being forced to participatein the
demise of their own culture.

But this systematic destruction cannot be alowed to continue. As a necessary first step, we call on the House of
Representativesto passthe Clean Water ProtectionAct, HR 2719. Thishill would enforce the original intention of the federal
Water Pollution Control Act by banning mining wastes from use asfill material or being dumped in streams.

Thefight against mountaintop removal will continuein Appalachia, and ultimately the strugglefor justice must extend
beyond our borders. We call for the end of mountaintop removal, and we call on the United States Congress to take
immediate action to save our children, our people, and our mountains.

Fromwriterswho livein West Virginia, Virginia, Kentucky, and Ohio:

Bob Henry Baber Diane Gilliam Fisher Sam L. Martin Edwina Pendarvis
Adam Brown Denise Giardina Irene McKinney Cathy Pleska
Laura Treacy Bentley Chris Green Rob Merritt John Van Kirk
Katie Fallon Jeff Mann Delilah F. O'Haynes Beth Wellington

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Tour AcquaintsWriterswith Horrorsof M ountaintop Removal Mining

The Oct. 16-17 writers
tour organized by OVEC, with
Friendsof theMountains, attracted
16 authorsfrom Kentucky, Ohio,
VirginiaandWest Virginia

Day one of the tour
includedatripto Kayford Mountain
and overflights of the Marsh Fork
Elementary School and surrounding
coal calamities provided by
Southwings.

Later, a group of 15
coa field residents spokewith the
writers about a wide range of
problems caused by mountaintop
removal, fromlossof cultureto severehealth problems.

Last Sand.

The writers at work, crafting their
statement, which they called Appalachia’s

Witnessing the destruction
and hearing from the affected
residents profoundly affected the
writers.

Some where provoked to
rage, somemoved totears, but all
were shell-shocked.

On day two, the writers
spent the morning crafting an open
letter to West Virginiacitizensand
the Congress of the United States
(see Appalachia’s Last Stand
onpage 18 at left).

In the coming months,
watch for the writers' essaysand
op-edsin newspaper around the state and country. €

Coal-to-Liquid Doesn’'t Make Sense for Economy, Environment

Adapted and excerpted from an op-ed in the Sunday
Gazette-Mail, Sept. 3, 2006
by Vivian Sockman

Gov. Manchin chairsboth the state’ sPublic Energy
Authority and the Southern States Energy Board. Both
groupsarevery interested in processing cod intoliquidfuds.

Newsreports say governorsand legislatorsmake
up the Southern States Energy Board, neglectingto mention
thegroup’s” AssocialeMembers.” They includetheNationd
MiningAssociation, Nationa Coa Council, Peabody Energy,
American Electric Power and other coal-burning utilities.

Nowonder theboardispromoting legidationgiving
big subsidies, tax bregks, government-insurance
programs and loans to fund construction of
thesehugdy expensive, highly polluting plants.

Becausethere’ sdebate about whether
theenergy usedinmaking corninto ethanol is
worth the energy gained inthefinal product,
I’ve asked representatives of both boards
about theenergy equationinthecoal toliquid
process. Sofar, no answer on that.

While this information — crucia in
determining if cod-to-liquid makes sense—is
missing from the presentation, other startling
information screams* No! Cod-to-liquid does
not makesensal” despitethelimitsof oil supplies
worldwide:

2 Emissionsof carbon dioxidewith coal-to-
liquid will be nearly twice as high as using

petroleumfuds. Carbon dioxideisamajor cul pritin human-
induced global warming, which even the Pentagon has
labeled agreater security threat than terrorism. Giventhe
overwheming urgency of our need to curb globa warming,
cod-to-liquid technology isabsol utely unacceptable.
2 1f 90 percent of the CO, created by converting coal into
liquidswere sequestered underground, then theemissions
would be nearly comparableto petroleum.

InJuly, aReuter’sarticle, “ Concerns Rise About
CO, Buria,” noted that hundreds have died from leaks of
naturally occurring underground CO,,. InAugust, Oxford
Analytica stated that carbon sequestration is currently
commercialy unviableand extremely codtly. It
warnsthat investing inthistechnology isrisky
and could crowd out opportunitiesfor cleaner
and sustainable energy sources.
£ To produce one barrel of coal-to-liquid, a
refinery uses 2.5 barrelsof water. Even China,
which had embraced coal-to-liquid, is now
cooling its heels, saying coal shouldn’t be
convertedtoliquid car fuel becauseof concerns
over pollution and the volumes of water
consumed.
2 The National Coa Council envisions a
doubling of nationa cod production, anda$515
billioninvestment in coa-to-liquid plants, in
order to produce 2.6 million barrels of fuel a
day, or 10 percent of current U.S. oil demand.

continued on page 20



Coal-to-Liquid
continued from page 19

(The council says the plants would also provide some
electricity, natura gas, ethanol and hydrogen.) Just oneplant
producing 80,000 barrel sof cod-to-liquid fuel aday would
cost $6.5 billion. Even Public Energy Authority members
haveadmitted difficulty findinginvestorswillingtohelpfund
coa-to-liquid plants.

Can our communitiesand environment really bear
adoubling of coa mining production, consdering that even
coal |obbyists say most of the easily mined coal isgone?
Cod extractionresultsinenormoussocid and environmental
costs, which are borne by society now and into thefuture,
but not by the coal operators. Ask thesick citizensof Rawl,
Lick Creek and Merrimacin Mingo County, whosewells
are apparently contaminated by coal-processing wastes,
about the costs of cod extraction that they bear.

The Public Energy Authority needsto ask itself if
hundreds of billionsof dollarsthat could go into coal-to-
liquid plants might be better used advancing truly clean

Here We Go Again - Suing to Get
King Coal, State to Follow the Law

In November, OVEC and the West Virginia
Highlands Conservancy sent anoticeof intent to sue Hobet
Mining over violationsof sdeniumlimitsinitswater pollution
discharge permits. The permitscover the Sugartree and
Westridge permits that are part of the huge Hobet 21
mountai ntop removal operation located onthe Mud River
in Lincoln and Boone Counties. The notice givesHobet
Mining 60 daysto comply withitspermitsor facealawsuit
over theongoing violations. We arerepresented by Derek
Teaney, an Equd JusticeWorksFdlow withtheAppdachian
Center for the Economy and the Environment.

Studies published in 2002 for the Mountaintop
Removd Environmenta Impect Statement identified theMud
River asasalenium hot spot and linked the problem to the
valley fills at upstream mining sites. The WV Dept. of
Environmental Protection then gave Hobet threeyearsto
clean upitswater dischargesand required the company to
comply with protective selenium limits by November of
2006.

Seleniumisatoxic mineral that bioaccumulatesin
living organismswhen levelsinthewater areelevated. In
humans, whilesdleniumisanessentia nutrient a low levels,
it can beextremely toxic at higher levels, causing hair and
fingernail loss, damageto kidneysand theliver and damage
tonervousand circulatory systems. €
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renewabl e energy. In Colorado, utility rate payers asked
thePublic Service Commissionto replace subsidiesfor cod
withincentivesfor concentrating solar power plants, which
arecost competitivewithfossl fuel plants. Concentrating
solar power plants, unlikesolar panels, produce steam, (like
cod-fired plants) with mirrorsthat gather sunlight.

West Virginia sPublic Energy Authority should sudy
whether current sun-baked mountaintop removal
wastel ands, devoid of trees, could be sitesfor concentrated
solar power. If such solar plantsarefeasible here, that’sno
excusefor onemoreinch of mountaintop removal, not until
the hundreds of thousands of acres of existing mined sites
are covered in concentrating solar power plants. And by
then, surely, wewill recognizetheva ue, theneed for saving
our remaining forestsand streams. |
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Coalfield Voices A

I can tell you that the heavens cry
everyday by what the coal companies are doing
to what God has created. God has blessed us with
these beautiful mountains which surround us,
and to think of the evil of these coal barons...
They are destroying what God has created. That
is unacceptable with God and his children. |
won't feel a bit sorry when God takes his wrath
out against these snakes which are destroying
his creations.

People wonder why there has always been
war and bitterness in the coalfields, well it's
because justice has never reached West Virginia
yet. But, we are tired of this kind of system and
we are going to make a change. By sticking
together we keep adding pressure. We can and
will make difference, and I'm sure God will bless
us for taking care of what he has created. May
the word of God forever ring through the hills and
hollows of our great land.

Forever a fighter, Chuck Nelson,

Glen Daniels, Raleigh County, WV

e,

The reason | believe people should get
involved in this is for the future, for the kids. If
we don't do something, we won't have a future...
OVEC is on the right track. If we can just keep
getting people to work in the field, we will get
more power... People say you can't win, and you
can't - by yourself. But with unity we become
strong.

Denver Mitchell,

Wilkinson, Logan County, WV

¢



THE APPaLACHIAN LAanDscaPE: Bob Ross Don’t Live Here No More

Organizersof theart show titled“ TheAppal achian
Landscape: Bob Ross Don't Live Here No More” felt
compelledto usetheir art to speak out against mountaintop
removal —and to support OV EC by hosting the show asa
fund-raiser, with 30 percent of art salesgoingto OVEC.

OnNovember 11, the show opened with acrowded
reception featuring excellent bluegrass by Higher Ground
and fabulous catering by Tony Mancini. KatherineMohn, a
senior Marshall University theatre mgjor, presented aplay
about mountaintop removal based onthecollectivewriting
of part time MU English professor Dr. Victor Depta. The
MU English Department sold The Coal Anthology.

Theshow ranfor aweek inabuilding in downtown
Huntington, in aspace donated by Dr. Joseph Touma. The
wildly successful event would not have been possiblewithout

OneArtist’'s View

dozensof volunteerswho put in hundredsof hours. See our
Thank Yousfor alist of some of thevolunteersinvolved.

Intheir Cdll for Artigtstojointheshow, theorganizers
asked for worksof art that addressed the political, socid,
psychologica and spiritud issuesaffecting theAppa achian
landscapein our day.

Hereare someexcerptsfromtheir Call toArtists:
= We challenge you to becomeinformed, to create with
purposeand tojoinwith usinusing our art and our talent to
res st those powersthat today destroy lifein our community.
= Webedlievethat the cod industry inrapaciousgreed has
probed thebelly of thisland and run off with thewed th thus
generated.
= Webdievethat mountaintop remova isthemost blatant,

continued on page 22

Satement from artist Wilma Lee Seele, resident of Meador, Mingo

County, whose work was in the art show:

Nature has always been important to me. When | was achild,
camping and fishing with my family wereamgjor part of summertime. My
own special place was avine-covered tree canopy whereit was always

cool and many good bookswere my only companions.

Asan adult, my husband and | sharethelove of time spent together
in the hills. We love West Virginiaand our hearts grieve over what is
happening here. | am often asked, M s. Steelehave you seenthe golf course
or thetrails? Don't youlikethem? | have seen them, and the hatchery, the
industrial park, the plansfor the school and much more. | am not against
progressand if the mountaintop has already been blasted apart, then good

usefor what isleftisgreat.

Now, | ask you, “Haveyou seen what wasthere before? Doyou
know what we just destroyed?’ These mountains are one of the ol dest
mountainrangesintheworld. Many of our familieshavebeeninthiscountry

Wilma Seeleand oneof her works

since before the Revolutionary War or even earlier. Our connectionwith

theAppaachiansisapart of our heritage. Every cliff had aname, and animalsand plantswere our meansof survival. |
know times have changed, but to destroy so much of our heritagefor money isashame. Sol ask you, “ Have you looked
down on these mountai nsfrom aplane and seen just how much isgone? Have you seen theflooding and destruction of
your neighbor’sproperty with thethird 100-year rain?’

I’ve heard an* act of God” oncetoo often! | dowhat othershave donein the past when their eyesand earshave
witnessed loss of too much - | usemy art to create, | writewordsto cry out, and | pray that someone hears. | support
thosethat do something to stop thewrong that isbeing done.

Artisnot just pretty pictures—many of itsimagesare quitedisturbing—but it hasthe ability to get othersto be il
and see. Our writers, singers, movie makers, paintersand scul ptors have awaysbeenimportant to socia change. Their
works are often the consciousness-expanding voicethat gets othersto hear.

| do not put myself inthisgreat company or onthat level. | amonly another heart that cares. | know | havefriends
that have astronger talent and ability than mine, but when small groups of passionate peoplejoin together for acommon
good —then mountainsmove—or stay.
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Appalachian Landscape
continued from page 21

extreme abuse of our people and our land, both of which
have suffered along history of abuse.

= We believe that extractive corporations have both
purposaly and negligently created atoxic environment, which
forces out-migration and depopul ation.

= We believethat knowledge of our history, ahistory of
resistance, of organizing, of active spiritual and cultural
renewd, isthenecessary foundationfor thefuturewell-being
ofdl.

= Webelievethat theartist, especidly thesinger of songs
and maker of music and the story teller, haveled usto seek
new waysto expressthefrudrationinherentinlivinginwhat
amountsto acolony dominated by extractiveindustries.

Somewould have usseetheland wecall homeas
merely land, likean object, something that can bedivorced
fromwhoweare. Butlandisnever merdy land. Itisdways
shaped and formed by humans even aswe are shaped and
formed by it. Thisiswhat ismeant by landscape: we coexist
inanintegrativeintimacy and our very identity istobefound
inthiscoexistence. If thelandscapeisraped and wasted,
weasapeopleareadsoladwaste. Itisasotruethat when
adultsareabused, just like abused children, they sometimes
become numbed, defensive, confused and closed. They
become dependent upon the abuse, protective of theabuser
and unableto recognize their own path toward wellness.
Thisnarrowing and numbing of theindividua isthe most
demonic of the many evil consequences of colonial
exploitation.

We stand on the shoulders of numberless, mostly
anonymous, individuas, but we do not stand done. To Joe
Hill and other labor organizersof the past, to Mother Jones
and thewomen of Appalachiathat have given both heart
and backboneto our culture, we oweadebt and from them
wederiveinspiration.

Thecurrent movement that most successfully gethers
our debtsand aspirationsinto acollectivewholeisOVEC.
Thisorganization hascaptured theattention of politicians. It
has devel oped astrong and informed leadershipinlocal
communities. Itisoftenresponsblefor theattention themass
mediapaysto our exploitation.

Most importantly, it hascrested renewed awareness
that itisonly through organizing that we can have power
equa tothat of the corporations.

We are near powerlessasindividuals, but through
the creation of acommon will and focused action we need
not remain powerless, passive, observers of our own
destruction. €
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CALENDAR

Notices
Nov. 23, 2006 - Jan. 2, 2007: OVEC’'s mountain
community office in Boone County will be closed for
vacation and holidays. If you need to speak withan OVEC
volunteer or staff member during that time, pleasecall the
home officein Huntington, (304) 522-0246.

2007

Remember, at 6 p.m. on the third Thursday of every
month in 2007, the Mountain Community Preservation
Codlition (MCPC) meetsat the Van Community Center.
Organizing our communitiesistheonly optionwehave! For
more info, contact Maria at (304) 245-8481. To
accommodate family and holiday schedules, MCPC will
not meet in December. Wearelooking forward to ayear
of victoriesfor Mountain Communitiesin 2007. MCPC:
Making ThingsHappen.

M arch: Mountain Justice Summer Alternative Spring Bresk
program. Come to Appalachia this Spring Break. See
mountaintopremova, connect withlocad communitiesfighting
thedestruction, joincommunity serviceprojects. Learnmore
at www.CLIMATEACTION.NET/MJsB or call Abeat the OVEC
office, (304) 522-0246.

Oct. 13: Tentative. OVEC's20" Anniversary Celebration
andAnnud Medting. ©

Global Warming Cost VersusWar Costs

Thecost of curbing thesoaringemissionsof harmful
gasesthat are blamed for causing globa warming hasbeen
estimated at $1 trillion by amgor study of thecost of climate
change.

The Pentagon has called global warming abigger
threat to US security than terrorism.

Thecost of just theinvasion of Iragisexpected to
top morethan $2trillion.

Thisdoes not takeinto account the cost of therest
of theWar on Terror, in Afghanistan, etc., and al the new
Homeland Security programsand reductionsincivil liberties.
Many agreethat thiswar isbased onliesandisbreeding
terroritsswhohateAmerica  ©



Net Greenhouse Gaseslnventory Bill Up for Consideration - Again

by Mel Tyree

In August, Tyree, an environmental scientist, and
OVEC's Tonya Adkins presented “ Social Injustice and
Global Warming” at a meeting of the Huntington-Cabell
Branch of the NAACP.

Whenthe 2007 WV Legidative Sesson beginsin
January, the WV Department of Environmenta Protection’s
Net Greenhouse Gas Inventory Bill will be up for
consderaionagain.

In 2006, the bill was voted down in the Senate
Judiciary Committee. The WV Environmental Council
reported that ChrisHamilton, alobbyist with the WV Coa
Association, told thecommitteethat the bill would lead to
regul ations*which would shut down the coal business.”
Thesefear tacticswill certainly beemployed again. However,
their casewill bemoredifficult to makein 2007 because of
Al Gore'smovie, An Inconvenient Truth, and an enormous

Make a DIFFERENCE!
Join a WINNING TEAM:!
Get ACTIVE with OVEC!

Cut this coupon out today and mail to:
OVEC
P.O. Box 6753,
Huntington, WV 25773-6753
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per year, pay what you can)
Donation
Please add me to OVEC'’s e-mail Action
Alert! list

Name
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E-mail

For more information call
(304) 522-0246 or go to
www.ohvec.org
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Remember — All donations to
OVEC are tax deductible!

volume of scientific evidence of the dangers of global
warming has increased public awareness. The Net
Greenhouse Gas|Inventory Bill would:

£} Inventory and track current and future significant
greenhouse gas emissionsfrom power plants, vehiclesand
other sources. Gases to be inventoried include carbon
dioxide, methane and others that contribute to global
waming;

1} Establish aDEP program that collectsand reports data
on greenhousegasemissions,

1} Determinewhether West Virginiaisanet emitter or sink
for greenhouse gases and determineif these gases can be
used asan asset for economic devel opment;

1} Establish abaseline database of industries that have
voluntarily reduced their greenhouse gasemissionsprior to
establishment of rulesmandated by law.

West Virginiahasacritical need for agreenhouse
gasemissionslaw. AccordingtoaJune2006 U.S. Public
Interest Research Group report:

1} Since 2000, averagetemperatureincreasesin citiesacross
the state ranged from 0.3 to 1.2 degrees. In Charleston
and Huntington, between 2000 and 2005, the average
temperaturewas 1.2 degreesabovenormal;

1} Between 1960 and 2001, carbon dioxide (themaingas
driving globa warming) emissonsfromfossil fue combugtion
more than doubled (115 percent increase);

1} 87 percent of this carbon dioxide increase was from
cod emissons.

Knowing our current and futureemissionsrateswill
help us preparefor future climate change disastersinthe
Mountain State. The US Environmental Protection Agency
projectstherewill beamarked increasein flooding, property
damage and runoff from apredicted 20 percent increasein
precipitation. Stormintengty will increase, whichwill increase
thethreatsfrom coal dudgedams, which arenot designed
for storm events made worse by globa warming.

Global warmingisacritical emergency. NASA
scientist James Hansen projectsthat humanity haslessthan
10yearsremaining to drastically reduce greenhouse gas
emissons. If wedon't, aglobd tipping point will bebreached,
whichwill resultin catastrophic westher pattern changes.

Climate changedriven by greenhousegasemissons
isaglobal problem, whichisnow at apivotal point. West
Virginiahasamoral obligation to inventory and reduceits
greenhouse gascontribution to thisglobal crisisasquickly
aspossible. The Net Greenhouse Gas Inventory Bill is
definitely acorrect stepforwardinthisprocess.



Sickin’ Itto TheMan !

s 8

Two of the Sylvester Dustbusters, Mary Miller and Pauline Canter berry, who took on M assey Ener gy, and
won! photo by www.ashford7.com
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