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Federal JudgeBlocksMassey MineExpanson

by Ken Ward Jr., Charleston Gazette, March 26, 2006

On Friday, afederal judgein Huntington blocked

Thelatest courtroom battleto curb mountaintop  expansion of aMassey Energy minenear theintersection of

remova cod miningisstarting to heat up.

Kanawha, Fayetteand Raleigh counties.

from a SouthWings air planeflight. Like mountaintop removal
mining, scores of such ponds endanger downstream residents
and businesses.

The Appalachian Coalfield
Delegation to the United Nations

For years, we' ve beseeched locd, stateand federal
government to end mountaintop removal because it
annihilatesour communities, mountains, streamsand water
supplies. It destroysour cultureand our future.

Yet most government officialscontinuetoignorethe
arocitiesof mountaintop remova, cod dudgeimpoundments
and undergroundinjection of dudge. ItisuptoWethe People
tolet theworld know the harshreditiesof an economy built
onseemingly cheap electricity.

Sowewill takeour caseto theinternational

continued on page 3
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U.S. District Judge Robert C.
Chambers...dso set ahearing for early April to
consider arequest for abroader court order to
block permits from the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. (Ed. Note: That hearing is now
moved to June 19.)

Over thelast seven years, two federal
judgesin West Virginiahaveissued rulingsto
moretightly regulate mountaintop removal.

Thoserulings, by thelate Judge Charles
H. Haden 11 and Judge Joseph R. Goodwin,
were both overturned by the 4th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals.

One of those casesisnow back before
Goodwin. Environmental group lawyershave
asked the judgeto rule on several issuesthat
werenot consideredin hispreviousdecision or
inthe Fourth Circuit appeal.

And last month, two West Virginia
judgeswho served onthe Fourth Circuit issued
aharsh dissent that supportsGoodwin’sorigina ruling.

“TheAppa achian mountains, the ol dest mountain
chain in the world, are one of the nation’s richest, most
diverse and most delicate ecosystems, an ecosystem that
mountaintop coal mining authorized by thecorps’ general

continued on page 3
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by Dianne Bady

The Madagascar Periwinkle has saved many
lives. Thechemothergpy chemicd vincristinecomesfrom
thisflower. Vincristinewasingrumenta inreversangthe
scourgeof childhood leukemia, whichisnow oneof the
most curabletypesof cancer.

Yet thistropica flower wasthreatened and saved
justintime. Fortunately, itsamazing therapeutic value
wasdiscovered beforeit, likemany other tropica plants,
waslost forever.

Vincrigineishepingto savemy lifetoo. It'sone
of thechemotherapy drugsthat I’ ve been getting to treat
the B cdll lymphomathat had been making mesick for a
long time. Thistype of blood cancer isalso one of the
most curable cancers.

Vincrigtineisno benign herba remedy though; it
comeswith itsshare of unpleasant sdeeffects. I’ vejust
madethedecisionto continuewiththelevel of it that |
have been getting, rather than reduce the doseand have
milder Sdeeffects.

One of the many reasonsit’s so important to
preserve primary tropical forestsisthat thereare till
many plant speciesthat scientistshave never classified
or studied. Will weloseother potentia lifesaving plants
becausethey’ re bulldozed out of existence?

Theimplicationsfor OVEC' swork areobvious.
For example, afriendin Logan County told methat when
hewasyoung, hisgrandmother regularly went into the
forest to collect plantsthat she used totreat thefamily’s
ills, and plantsthat she used astonicsto promote good
health. By thetime herealized that hewanted tolearn
how to recognize, gather and prepare these plant

he Madagascar Periwvinkleand Me
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but the foreststhat she gathered in wereannihilated by
mountaintopremovad.

What atragedy that our mixed mesophyticforest,
themost biodiversetemperateforest on earth, isbeing
destroyed by the coal industry at suchanaarmingrate.
How sad that “our” politiciansareso eager totakecod’s
political campaign contributions that they can’'t be
bothered with theirreversibleharm that isbefalling our
richforests.

Some peoplewhosefamilieshavebeen gathering
wild ginseng for generations are now finding that the
ginsengisgone, dongwiththemountains. 1t'swell known
that in the Far East, which providesaready market for
theginseng harvested inour forests, wild ginsengishighly
prized as being much more beneficial than cultivated
ginseng.

| want to thank all of youwho' ve sent me cards
or other expressions of support and care. | wish | had
theenergy torespondto each of youindividualy. Please
know that each card brightensmy day and liftsmy spiritd
| am planning to be cured and back towork by thisfall.
For those of you who are praying people, send afew

prayersmy way.

Diannefounded OVEC in 1987, and hasbeen
either OVEC s president, director or co-director ever
sance

I nformation on vincristine was taken fromthe
book “ The Patient fromHell,” by Sephen Schneider,
PhD, alymphoma survivor who isoneof our nation’s
most prominent researcherson global climate change,
as well as being a strong advocate for positive

KKremedi eshimself, not only was hisgrandmother gone,

change. j

Community Shares- A New Way to Give That Can MakeA Difference

If you know any West Virginia state or higher
education employees please tell them about a new
opportunity to support state grassroots groups.

Community Sharesof West Virginiaalowsstate
employeesto provide asteady source of incometo small
groupslike OVEC. Community Sharesisapartnership of
progressive nonprofit organi zationsworking to build socia
and economic equity along with ahealthy environment.

Visit www.communityshareswv.org to learn
more. 2

L eadersof organizationsinteresedinlearningif their
groups fit the guidelines for joining
Community Shares may contact
cswvorg@aol.com.

Community Sharesisa
501(c)(3) tax-exempt
organization registered in West
Virginia. All contributions to
CSWV aretax deductibletothe
extentpermittedby lav. €




Massey Permit Blocked
continued from page 1

permit may irrevocably damage,” Judges Robert B. King
and M. BlaneMichadl saidintheir dissent...

In the current case, Chambersis being asked to
forcethe Corpsof Engineersto conduct broad environmenta
impact studieson every agpplication for anew mountaintop
removal permit.

Lawyers for the Ohio Valley Environmental
Coadlition and other groups specificaly targeted permitsfor
three Massey Energy operationsbased in Boone, Kanawha
and Logan counties.

Thecaseisafollow-upto Goodwin'srulingto block
the corpsfromreviewingvaley fill proposasthrougha

streamlined “ general permit” process.

Inthe new case, the environmentalists argue that
the corpswaswrong to approve mining operationsthrough
moredetailed “individual permit” reviews becausethose
reviewsdid not include astudy called an Environmental
Impact Statement.

“Themining and valley fillsat thesethree mines
collectively will destroy over 2,000 acres of land and
smother over seven milesof streams,” thelawyerssaidin
the court papers. “ Yet, the corps has neglected to examine
inameaningful way theinevitabledamagethat will becaused
by thesemines, or to develop any redigtic planfor mitigating
that damage” ©

UN Coalfield Delegation
continued from page 1

community: to the United Nations Commission on
Sustainable Devel opment asit meetsto discussinternationa
energy strategy.

The United Nations needsto know that we cannot
havesugtainablecommunitieswithout themountainsonwhich
werely for clean water, cleanair, our health, and the health
of our children. It isthe people of Appaachian cod mining
communitieswho aremost immediatdy payingthetruecosts
of our continued over-relianceon codl.

Thanksto everyonewho has sent support already.
We haveraised over $5,000 so far! Wesstill need $2,000
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totravel tothe United Nationsin New York City thisMay.

Please help send aninspiring delegation of at least
10 coalfield residents (including OV EC members) from
Kentucky, West Virginia, and Tennesseeto the UN.

Make checks payable to: The Appalachian
Coalitionfor Just and Sustainable Communitiesand send
to PO Box 161, Whitesburg, K, 41858, or contact Patricia
Feeney at (606) 632-0051. ©

Why We Go to the United Nations

by Randy Wi Ison, Clay County, KY

| have been going to mining hearings hereinthe
mountainsfor the past 25 yearsand itsthe sameold story.
Codl operativescry about losing jobsand energy and people
getting run over cry for help. The mountains continueto
bleed. Thepeoplecontinueto leaveduetoafailingeconomy
and qudity of life. 1t'sbeen happening continuoudy without
remit for the past century and no one, not oneleader inthis
state has aternativesfor energy or work. They just pit us
againgt each other and go away. Every generation just gets
usedto anew level of degradation.

Somebody needsto stand and say that thisisnot
acceptable, that there has got to be abetter way. Thecoal
company talkslikethereis 70 moreyearsof coal inthis
region, they say it likewe haveforever!

Friendsand neighbors—itisall comingtoanend
along with our future hereinthe mountains. Every body
bowsdownto cod. Thepoliticosbow down. Thescientists
bow down. Theengineersbow down. Theforest service
bowsdown. Themountainsbow down. Some of uswill
not bow down. We are headed to the UN’s Conference
on Energy and Sustainable Devel opment to stand up for
our futures. Wewill not bow down!  ©



Anne Breden: Goodbye to A Friend

OVEC mournsthe passing of Anne Breden,
whodied In Louisville, Ky. on March 6 at the age of
81. Inthemid-90s, Anneworked with OVEC'sLaura
FormaninLouisvilletodraw attention to environmenta
justiceissuesand the behavior of Ashland Qil, Inc.

Annestood only 4-foot 8-inchestall, but she
wasagiant inthecivil rightsmovement. Shewasan
organizer of thefight for black integration and equality,
andanAmericanradica of untamablecommitment who
—together with her husband, Carl —educated several
generationsof young activigtsfor civil rightsand socid
justice. Shewasrecently included inthe K entucky Civil
RightsHall of Fame.

In 1967, authorities in Pike Co., Ky. used
seditionlawstoimprisonAnneand Carl, accusing them
of being communiststrying to overthrow the county
government because they had been helping acouple
protest strip mining. Beforethe Bradenscould betried,
afederal appedscourt declared the state’ ssedition law
unconditutiond.

Good-byeAnne. Thethousandsyou mentored
will follow your leadinfightinglikehell for theliving!

Finding the Other America, by Anne Braden
(Excerpted. Please take the time to read this entire
stirring article: www.forusa.org/fell owship/jan-
feb_06/braden.html)

If we are serious about the challenge of the
unfinished businessof racism, wemust start by redlizing
that thisisnot atask we must complete. Itisonewe
must begin.

Itisthebasic contradictioninour entirehistory
asanation. Thefirst European settlerswho landed on

these shores saw themsel ves as creating agreat new
experiment in democratic government. Yet they were
endaving awholepopulation of human beings, Africans,
and committing genocideagaing theindigenouspeoples
of NorthAmerica

Asanation, wehavenever redly dedt withthis
contradiction. We' veonly picked around the edges of
it. Soour first step isto turn ourselvesinside out and
our ingtitutionsupsidedown.

... The problem isthat the assumption that the
goodthingsof lifearefor whitesfirst wasbuilt into our
ingtitutionsfrom thebeginning sofirmly that we accept
it aspart of the scenery. Given thisframework, whites
must makeavery consciousdecison and take concerted
actionto*” changesides’ ontheissueof race.

But once we make that decision, we can feel
overwhelmed. Thisproblemisso massive, what can
we possibly do to changeit? The Kentucky Alliance
Againgt Racist and Political Repression, withwhich |
work in Louisville, has an approach to this problem.
We say we have to grab hold of something specific,
some specific manifestation of racism in our local
institutions—for example the police force, the court
system, our educational institutions, or job
discrimination. Joint Srugglesaround thesespecificissues
actually do bring peopletogether.

...wemust stop acting asif history started two
years ago. Things have not always been asthey are
now. In the South, for instance, our greatest change
happened when welived under aliteral police state.
And it doesnot take amass movement to begin. Every
mass movement has started because afew peoplecame
together and begantotalk to others...

Sympathy Extended to Families of Two OVEC Supporters

OVEC staff and board wishesto express our
deepest sympathy to thefamily friends, andloved ones
of twomenwho died recently —Roy Brett Senters, 42,
and Jerel Blaine® Jarry” Adkins, 44, both of Huntington,
WV, both associated with OVEC.

Brett died unexpectedly on March 15, 2006.
A taented and passionate musician and lover of nature,
Brett played at OVEC’s2005 Treehuggers Ball. Our
heartsgo out especialy to hisloving wife, LisaCadle
Senters, and all of Brett’ sfriendsat the Parker/Porter

FarminWayne County, WV.

Jerry, who died on March 22, 2006, owned
and operator Rugged Resources Sporting Goods in
Huntington. Asan avid camper and hiker, helovedthe
outdoors. Jerry allowed OVEC to display our
newsl etter at hisstore—agenerous gesture not typical
of many merchants who view our work as too
controversial. Our heartsgo out especially to Daryl
Adkins, hisbrother. Both of theseyoung spiritstruly
will bemissed.




Leaked Massey Memo [ sBlunt - Mine Coal, or Elsel!

by Rachel Sanley, Appalachian News Express, Feb.
24, 2006

A lesked Massey Energy memoiscreatinga
dirinthecoa mining community.

Theinternal memo, dated Oct. 19, 2005,
was sent from Massey CEO and President Don
Blankenship to all of the company’sdeep mine
Superintendents.

by your group presidents, your supervisors,
engineersor anyone el seto do anything other
than run coal (i.e. - build overcasts, do
construction jobs, or whatever) you need to
ignore them and run coal. This memo is
necessary only because we seem not to
understand that the coal paysthebills.”

Some miners say they believe the
memoillustratesacommon complaint - that
theindustry focusestoo much on profit.

“ Safety should comefirgt, beforethefirst lump
of coal,” saysIrvin Smith of McCarr, aretired miner, who
was especially bothered by the reference to building
overcasts.

(Ed. Note: Overcasts are usually concrete structures
used to separate intake air (fresh air coming into the
mine) fromreturn air (leaving the mine) at inter sections

in the mine's ventilation system, by flowing the return
air “over” theintake air. As such, these structures can
be critical to preventing the buildup of dangerous or
explosive concentrations of gasesinthemine.) €
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News of theWeaird

Compiled by Chuck Shepherd
Finethe mine? Fine. A report on
mine safety regulation by USA Today
found that complicated federa statutes
and un-vigorousMine Sefety and Hedlth
Adminigrationenforcement haveresulted
incivil finesamost guaranteed not to
deter dangerous conditions.
Thelargest-ever MSHA fine(for
a 2001 incident with 13 deaths) was
$605,400; ascompared to, for example,
the FCC’'s2004 fineof CBSfor the brief
image of Janet Jackson's breast at the
Super Bowl, which was $3.5 million.
One attorney who represents coal
companiessad, “1 redly don't think any
responsi ble mine operator makes any
decision about safety based on civil

5
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Thank You!

I" Thanksto thedozens of folkswho have contributed to the Coalfield Del egation to the United Nations!

I" Thank youto all thefolkswho hel ped the Sludge Safety Project during the 2006 | egidlative session: Debbie, Billy,
Jordan and Brittany Sammons, Carmelitaand Ernie Brown, Larry and BrendaBrown, Donettaand LisaBlankenship, Ron
Wilkerson, Joey Mullet, Walter and Carol Young, Denver Mitchell, Rosemary Vidovitch, JoanneLinville, Terry Steele,
Debbie Jarrell, Mary Miller, Pauline Canterbury, Rev. Dennis Sparks, Rev. Jeff Allen, Carol Warren, ReginaHendrix,
Kathryn Stone, Julian Martin, Allan Johnson, Larry Gibson, Maude Rice, JoyceAdkins, Bill Price, Vernon Haltom, and
Michael Morrison.

I" Thanksto Wilmaand Terry Steelefor alwaysbeing there, and for giving weary organizersaplaceto stay.

I" Thanksto Barb and Roby Chafin for constant support and great dinners.

I" Thanksto Me Tyreefor constant support and extreme concern for humanity asglobal warming affectsus.

I" Thanksto Chris*Willi€” Dodson for work and support with planning the Mingo County Organizing Project.

I" Thanksto Brandi Jacobsfor work to Get Out the VVotein Huntington.

I" Thanksto Larry Gibsonfor having, by now, 40 gazillion people up on Kayford Mountain.

I" Thanksto sponsorsof the dudge safety bill: Delegates Barker, Marshall, Hrutkay, Moore, Hatfield and Susman. For
supporting aresolution to study aternativesto coa dudgedams, thanksto most of the af orementioned delegates, aswell
asDelegates Caputo, Wells, Amores, Fragae, Hall, Hunt, Longstreth, Miley, Palumbo, Paxton, Stephens, Argento, Boggs,
Wysong, Eldridge, Polingand Tansill.

I" Thanksto Senator Hunter.

I" ThankstotheWYV Environmental Council lobby team: Ted Boettner, JulieArcher, Don Garvin, Allan Tweddle, Denise
Poole, Chuck Wyrostok and Don Alexander.

I" Thanksto Joan Linvillefor her tirelessenergy for ending the destruction of our homesand our culture. 1f everyonehad
her energy we' d havethiswhipped.

I" Thanksto to Jim Foster, Retha Backus, Charles Bella, Cynthia Burns, Bob and Brenda Farris, Luther and Dara
Mccarty. Russdll and Misty Kuhn.

I" Thanksto Kenny King, ReginaHendrix, Bill Price, Frank Unger, Steve Fez, Nell Zeihl and othersworking to saveBlair
Mountain.

I" Thank to Greensburg Salem, Pa,, High
School students Stephanie Loughner, Jill
Sompe and KaitlynWalton for producing
“Bringing Down TheMountains’ andfor
showingit at the WV Energy Gathering
inFeb. ‘06.

I Thanks to Ronda Harper, Steven
Perry, Michael Morrisonfor helpwitha
mailing. AndtoLisaSmith.

I" Thanksto RB for shelter and food.

I Thanks to Linda Frame and Mike
Forman, ReginaHendrix, Julian Martin
and Mae Ellen for willingness to host
guests.

I" Thanksto Mary Wildfirefor editing.

I" Thankstodl thegroupsOVEC works
with—all the Friendsof theMountains! ‘€




We care, We Count, WE VOTE!
Closer, But No Victory Dancefor Clean Elections Yet

by Julie Archer, WV CitizensAction Group

Unfortunately another legidative sesson hascome
and goneand wearestill without apublic financing system
inWest Virginia. That’sthe bad news. The good newsiswe
edged our way closer to passing Clean Electionsthaninany
previoussession.

SB 124, the WV Public Campaign FinancingAct,
was voted out of Senate Judiciary, and for thefirst time,
Senate Finance ChairmanWalt Helmick alowed adiscusson
onthemeasure. Thebill wason the committee' sagendaso
memberscould hear testimony from Todd Lang, Executive
Director of the Citizens Clean Elections Commissionin
Arizona, oneof thenation’spioneering Clean Electionsstates.

Although the committeelistened to Lang, therewas
nodiscussion of our legidation, whichinmany waysmirrors
Arizonaslaw. SB 124 wasnot put to avote. We believe
we had the votes, and even Senator Helmick acknowledged
that Todd' spresentation* may have answered many critics
questions.” Whenit becameclear no votewould bealowed,
most of the peopleintheaudiencefor thiscommitteemeeting
stood up and walked out. Hopefully the committee took
notice of thedramatic exit!

Hemick told theAssociated Press, “| think next year
isthe year that campaign finance will belooked at very
strongly.” Helmick is now on record saying that
campaign finance reform will be given serious
consideration in 2007, and weneed tohold himtoit.

Inadditionto the progressmade on Clean Elections,
another bill, SB 285—providing aone-timeallotment of $1
millionto jump-start the Clean Electionsfund fromthesale
of unclaimed property — passed the Senate and camevery
closeto passageinthe House.

We even had a victory in the House Judiciary
Committee when an amendment to strip the bill of this
provisionfailed onan8to 15 vote. Asfunding hasproven
tobeamagor sumbling block for advancing Clean Elections,
SB 285 would haveat least partially addressed that issuein
advanceof next year’ssession. Unfortunately, lobbyistsfor
theretailersand credit card companies, which opposed a
provisioninthebill, were ableto get House leadership to
pull thebill and placeit onthe“inactive” caendar onthe
session’'slast day.

Thanksagainfor your calls, emailsand | etters of

support to legidators. We' re a so pleased that so many of
you attended the meeting of the Senate Finance Committee
when Todd Lang spoke. Thanksagaintothe Reform Indtitute
inAlexandria, Va. for sponsoring Todd'svist.

Thanksto all the groupswho sent out action alerts
—including theAmerican Federation of State, County and
Municipa Employees(AFSCME) Loca Council 77, the
L egidative Action Team on Children and Families, the
Monongalia County L eague of Women Voters, National
Association of Social Workers-WV, WV Environmental
Council, Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, WV
Democracy for Americaand anyonel may haveinadvertently
forgotten or been unaware of.

Andlast but not least, thanksto all of our legidative
sponsorsand supportersfor their continued willingnessto
championthisprogressvereformamedat changingthestatus
quo.

Arizona Official Says Campaign
Finance Reform Working Great

by Paul Nyden with Phil Kabler, Charleston Gazette,
February 24, 2006

Ontheday anArizonaofficd lauded publicly funded
campaigns, the chairman of the Senate Finance Committee
said an election reform bill is dead in West Virginia's
Legidaturefor thisyear.

Todd Lang saysArizonas*“clean elections’ laws
haveincreased voter participation and countered theimpact
of negative political advertisements. Lang headsArizona's
CitizensClean Election Commission, created by thereform
law passed in 1998.

TheArizonalegidation generatesmoney tofinance
political campaigns, Langsad, primarily throughasurcharge
on all state fines and penalties, as well as $5 voluntary
individual checkoffson stateincometax returns.

TheArizonalaw doesnot prevent candidatesfrom
raising funds privately, but provides an aternative to
candidateswho pledgeto limit their total expendituresif
they receive public money.

TheArizonabill set strict limits on the amount of
private contributions candidatescan raise—and il qudify
for public funds—from $2,650in early contributionsfor

continued on page 8
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We care, We Count, WE VOTE!

Arizona Reforms Working

continued from page 7

legislative candidates to $42,440 for gubernatorial
candidates.

..."Inthelast election in 2004, 56 percent of all
candidatesparticipated,” Lang told Gazette representatives
Thursday. “In 2006, we expect 60 percent of candidates
will.”

TheArizonalaw adso containsaprovisonthat triples
acandidate' scampaign financeswhenever the CitizensClean
Election Commission findsacandidateto bethevictim of
negative campaign “ attack ads.”

...Lang also spoke to the Senate Finance
Committee, but Finance Chairman Walt Helmick, D-
Pocahontas, pulled abill to allow publicfinancing of state
House and Senate campaigns (SB126) off the committee
agenda, effectivey killing thelegidation for thissesson.

...Helmick said hebelievesthetimewill comefor
West Virginiato join those states, but said theissue needs
to be studied. As a practical matter, publicly financed
campaignscould not begin until the 2008 el ections.

“I think that’sapieceof legidaionwewill sseagan,”
hesad. ©

Bill Moyers: ThisIsA Timefor Heresy, Democracy isFor Sale

by Bill Moyers
(Excerptsfrom aspeech given at Wake Forest University)

... Thisisatimefor heresy. American democracy is
threatened by perversionsof money, power, and religion.
Money has bought our el ectionsright out from under us.
Power hasturned government “of, by, and for the people’
into thepatron of privilege.

... The corporate, political, and religious right
converged inamovement that for along time only they
understood becausethey areitsadvocates, itsarchitects,
and its beneficiaries... Their political strategy was to
neutralize the independent media, create their own
propagandamachinewith apartisan press, and flood their
cofferswith riversof money fromthosewho stand to benefit
fromthetransfer of public resourcesto elite control.

Along theway they would burden the nation with
structural deficitsthat will last until our children’schildren
areready toretire, systematically stripping government of
itscapacity, over time, to do littlemore than wagewar and
reward privilege.

Their religious strategy wasto fuseideology and
theology into a worldview freed of the impurities of
compromise, clamfor Americathe statusof God'sfavored
among nations (and therefore beyond political critiqueor
challenge), and demonizetheir opponentsasungodly and
immord.

At the intersection of these three strategies was
money: BigMoney.

...holding preachers and politicians to a higher
gtandard than they want to servehasmarked theentirehistory
of bothreligionand palitics. It isthe conflict between the
religion of the priests—ancient and modern—and thereligion
of the prophets.

“The people out across the country on the
front lines of this fight have brought the
message down to earth, in plain language and
clear metaphors. If a player sliding into home
plate reached into his pocket and handed the
umpire $1,000 before he made the call, what
would we call that? A bribe. And if a lawyer
handed a judge $1,000 before he issued a
ruling, what do we call that? A bribe. But when
alobbyist or CEO sidles up to a member of
Congress at a fundraiser or in a skybox and
hands him a check for $1,000, what do we call
that? A campaign contribution.” — Bill Moyers

Itisthevast difference between thereligion about
Jesusand thereligion of Jesus.

Yes, thereligion of Jesus. ... It wasin the name of
Jesusthat theyoung priest John Ryan—tenyearsbeforethe
New Deal —crusaded for childlabor laws, unemployment
Insurance, aminimumwage, and decent housing for the poor.
Anditwasinthenameof Jesusthat Martin Luther King Jr.
went to Memphisto march with sanitation workerswho
wereasking only for aliving wage.

Thisisthe heresy of our time—towrestlewiththe
godswho guard theboundariesof thisgreat nation’spromise,
and to confront the medicine men in the woods, twirling
their bullroarersto keep usinfear and trembling.

For the greatest heretic of all isJesusof Nazareth,
who drovethemoney changersfromthetemplein Jerusdem
aswemust now drivethemoney changersfromthetemples
of democracy.

Please check the “ Featured Sories’ section of
www.ohvec.org for alink to the entire, powerful speech
by Bill Moyers.
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WV Sets Sandard for 527s

Mountain StateaTest Bed for Election-Funding Rules

by Tom Searls, Charleston Gazette, March 26, 2006

West Virginialawmakersmight have been watching
out for their own political survival whenthey enacted new
lawsregulating how nonprofit 527 groupscan spend dection
funds, but their actions have drawn praise from nationa
watchdog groupsfor being thefirst in the nation to attempt
toregulatethe 527s.

“No other state has been successful in passing
comprehengve527 reform,” sad CeciliaMartinez, executive
director of TheReform InstituteinAlexandria, Va.

“Your stateisrightly characterized asbeing onthe
cutting edgeof this,” said Paul Ryan, associatelega counsel
for The Campaign Legd Center.

Called 527 groups after the section of thefedera
Internal Revenue Service codethat empowersthem, they
have been legal for years. But when Congress changed
federd dectionfinancelawsprior to 2004 limiting theamount
of “soft money” individuals could contributeto political
parties, suddenly 527sweretheway thosewith money could
spend al they wanted.

“Thesereformswill befundamentd inlevelingthe
playingfiddinWest Virginiadections” Martinezsad. “527
groups haveflooded the airwaveswith negative attack ads
that arefunded by ahandful of contributors.”

...West Virginiansgot firsthand knowledge of such
groupsduring the 2004 electionwhen agroup called“And

NO EXCUSES! You Can VoteEarly!

Early votinglastsfromApril 19until May 6. Election
Day isTuesday, May 9. To vote early, go to the County
Clerk’sofficeinyour County Courthouse during regular
businesshours.

Why vote, youmay ask?Last eection, of registered
voters only 24.2 percent voted in Mingo County, 29.7
percent voted in Logan County, and 33 percent voted in
Boone County. Most other West Virginia counties had
amilarly abysmal voter turnout rates.

Imagine if every person who isworried about
coal sludgeimpoundments, mountaintop removal and
Big Coal’s attempts to buy politicians turned out to
vote! Wecould recaptureour democr acy.

So-besureyou areregistered and vote! €

For the Sekeof theKids’ ranmillionsof dollarsof negéative
advertisementsin astate Supreme Court race.

... The 527s alow individuals wanting to spend
unlimited amounts to influence elections in away that
circumventsfederal laws, Ryan said. As527 groups, they
fileastax-exempt organizationsand do not register with the
Federal Election Commission as an election group, he
explained.

...Henoted that the U.S. Chamber of Commerce
hasbecome moreinvolved infunding statejudicial races,
trying to erasejudgesconsidered “judicia activists’ from
thebenches.

For months in 2004, no one knew for sure who
was paying for the negative ads disparaging Democratic
state Supreme Court Justice Warren McGraw. When the
group had tofileitsfinancial report just weeksbeforethe
election, stateresidentsbelatedly learned that $2.4 million
of the organization’s$3.5 million was bankrolled by one
person, Massey Energy chief executive Don Blankenship.

McGraw was defeated by Republican Brent
Benjamin, apoalitical unknown just monthsbefore.

With Blankenship making rumblingsabout attempting
to defeat another Supreme Court justiceand naming severd
lawmeakersaspoalitica targets, legidatorsmoved quickly last
year to change state laws dealing with such groups.

..." Peoplethink thiswill keep John Doefrom being
ableto put huge amounts of money into arace,” Kimble
sad. “No, aslong as John Doewantsto individually spend
that.”

But unlikethe unknown financiersof 527 groups,
individua swill haveto placetheir namesinfront of thepublic
immediatdly.

Kimblenoted that the U.S. Supreme Court haslong
upheldtheright of individuals—whether they are candidates
or not —to spend their own money aslong asthey disclose
thefunding sourceisthemsalves.

(Ed. Note: Whatever happened to Blankenship’s
“And For the Sake of The Kids” group? About a year
ago he said on the radio that it would take a lot of
“logistical work” to get it up and running. Hmmm.
Might the foundation, or whatever it is supposed to be,
finally appear again during this campaign season?) ©

M DEMOCRACY WORKS! 1l
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1,200 Coal-Fired Plants Headed Our Way Within 10 Years

by David Merrill, Globa Warming Solutions.Org

Worldwide, 1,200 coal-fired power plants are
dated to comeonlineover the next decade or so, mostly in
China, India, and the United States. If thishappens, any
hope of arresting further destabilization of the atmosphere
will bedashed.

How couldthe siting of these plantsbeforestalled?
The only conceivable way would be for the relative
economicsof bringing on new generation from renewable
sources—wind, sun, biomass, and geothermal —to be so

Victory: A Break In the Smog

Excerpted from a March 24, 2006, editorial in the
Louisville Courier-Journal.

A three-judge panel of the U.S. Circuit Court of
Appealsfor the District of Columbia blocked the Bush
administration’ sfour-year effort to crippleakey CleanAir
Act provision.

The case turned on a provision of the act called
“new source review,” which appliesto more than 1,300
coal-fired power plantsand at 17,000 emissions-spewing
refineries, chemical plantsand other factories.

Thelaw requiresutilitiesandindustria pollutersto
install new emissions controls at older facilitiesif they
sgnificantly increasepollutioninthecourseof changingtheir
plantsor operations. Itsmost important application hasbeen
toaging, highly polluting coa-fired power plants.

Vice President Dick Cheney...pressured the
Environmental Protection Agency to devise a way to
circumvent the requirement (even though) the ERPA’sown
contractor onair issuesfound that 41 of these ol der power
plantswere associated with up to 5,600 premature deaths
and 111,000 asthmaattacksin asingle year.

Thefederal judges said that “only in aHumpty-
Dumpty world” could thediscredited EPA rulesbeviewed
ascons stent withthelaw or congressional intent.

Humpty-Dumpty world. George W. Bush world.
Increasingly, it seemsthesamething. €

Get Active! Join us in our civic
participation work. Help us register
voters and get out the vote. Call
OVEC at (304) 522-0246 for info.

clearly superior that any power planner that proposed a
new coal plant would belaughed out of the room.

Some peoplethink that thismight beimpossible.
No one hasever been ableto demonstrateto methat itis.
But here'sareal definition of impossible: Imagining that
humanity will beableto managetheincreasingly devastating
climateimpactsthat will surely follow if these plantsare
built.

... Apart fromextricating humanity fromitsclimate
peril, whichiscertainly our moral obligation, consder three
other enormous benefitswewould reap if we pursued this
difficult but worthy path (of taking concrete stepstoreinin
climate change, see www.globawarmingsolution.org for
idess):
® Wewould savemoney. If we continueon the path that
weareon itisall but certain we will ravage the global
economy through increasingly deadly body blows
from hurricanes, droughts, floods, etc. Thereisno ques-
tion that destroying theeconomy through climate destabili-
zationisgoing to be much more expensivethan protecting
it by switching asrapidly aspossibleto arenewables-pow-
ered system.
® We would create an enormous number of new jobs
around theworldin renewableenergy and energy efficiency,
aprocessthat isalready underway.
® We could tap people’ syearning for abetter world by
comingtogether inan uplifting and unifying globa endeavor
pursued inthenameof our children and thisgem of aplanet
weinhabit.  ©

' Elissione

When you're finished with this newsletter, please pass it on!
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Mountaintop Removal Mining Visible - From Space!

Thesetwo high dtitude photosweretaken seven yearsapart inthe same areaaround Kayford Mountain, WV. The
image on the left was taken in 1996. The image on the right was taken in 2003. Note the number of ridgelines and
mountaintopsthat have vanished, to bereplaced by low rolling wasteland that isnowhere near the* approximate original
contour, ” asrequired by federal law. L ook closely and you can seethe giant stairstep shapesof thevalley fills, adudge
pond and thelarge areas of flattened ground that have been“reclaimed, ” according to the coal companies. Pretty amazing
that you can see mountaintop removal mining from outer space! ‘€

DEP Denies Massey Air Quality Permit Near Marsh Fork School

CHARLESTON, WV (AP) Feb. 22,2006 — The
West VirginiaDepartment of Environmental Protection has
denied an air quality permit sought by Massey Energy
subsidiaries|ndependence Coal Co. and Goals Cod Co.

The permit would havedlowed theRichmond, Va.-
based company toincrease particulate matter released into
theair by 3.49tonsayear at itsSundia operationin Raeigh
County.

It also could have reopened the door for
consideration of a second coal silo near Marsh Fork
Elementary School. Goals Coal already hasacod silo 225
feet fromtheschool. Itsexisting air quality permitsfor the
sitealow for theannual release of 73 tonsof coa dust.

“TheDEPdidtheright thingindenying thispermit,”
resident Vernon Haltom said inanewsrelease. “ Thekids
don’t need another ounceof cod dusgtintheair they breethe.”

1n

Statelaw barsnew surface mine operationswithin
300 feet of aschool, but the DEPlast year approved anew
slobecause maps submitted by Goa'sCoa showeditwould
be onland where coal operationswere permitted before
the 1977 law took effect.

The DEP later rescinded the construction permit,
saying it wasimproperly issued because the proposed silo
was outside the permitted areaand too closeto the school .

“Thebasisfor thedenia isthat neither Goals Coal
Co. or Independence has constructed the silo and neither
hasthelegd authority for congtruction of thesilo,” thedenia
order issued Feb. 15said. “Unlessand until thereisachange
intheauthority of Goalsor Independenceto construct and
operate a second silo at the Goals mining facility, the
WV DEP Division of Air Quality will not process any
applicationsfor updatesor revisons.”



Spring bursts forth in
Boone County, WV,
except where
mountaintop removal
mining has destroyed
every single bit of
vegetation; while
below, redbud trees in
full bloom fail to hide
the dreariness of rail
cars loaded with coal in
Mingo County.




Or, What it looks
like NOW, as
opposed to what it
SHOULD look like

A Kanawha County valley fill - see the
tiny patch of grass at left? And in
Boone County, the spring greenery
pales besides mountaintop removal's
browns and grays.

Ready to DO SOMETHING about it? [Tl pages 14 and 15
13
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~JOIN US FOR~

Healing Mountains

The 16th annual Heartwood Forest Council and the
6th annual Summit for the Mountains
Memorial Day Weekend, May 26-29, 2006, Cedar Lakes Conference Center, Ripley, WV

Thisgathering will focuson mountaintop removal coa mining, aternativesto thedeadly
cycleof coal, and the need for Healing M ountains. The scheduleincludesfreetimeand long meals
during which discussionsand strategy sessions on other i ssuesare encouraged.

K eynote speakersinclude author and professor David Orr; Mari-Lynn Evans, producer of
The Appalachians PBS series; Jack Spadaro, mining regulator/whistleblower; Judy Bonds, Coal
River Mountain Watch; and MariaGunnoe, OVEC.

Choosefrom many compelling workshopsand pand discussions, programsfor kids, music,
socidizing, networking, film screenings, flyoversandfieldtrips.

PLEASE Pre-Register by May 15. Evenif itisafter May 15, please preregister toreceive
thelower preregistration rate. Thiswill allow usto provide mealsand lodging for all. We cannot
guarantee mealsor lodging to those who do not preregister.

In order to make this gathering accessible to people of all incomelevels, weareoffering a
specia lower-income rate bel ow the costs charged by the Conference Center. To make up the
difference, werequest that all thosewho can afford to pay the standard conferencefeespleasedo so
and consider making an additional donation or co-sponsoring the event. Your generosity will help
makethisevent inclusive of all who oppose mountaintop removal. Co-sponsor information at:
www.heartwood.org/co-sponsor.php.

For costsand registrationinformation, call OVEC at (304) 522-0246 or check thewebsite,
www.ohvec.org for the conference brochure.
£ NO ONE WILL BE TURNED AWAY FORINABILITY TO PAY. Scholarshipsand work
| 1; exchangeoptionsareavailableand wewill do our best to accommodate every budget andincome
‘“‘ level. Contact ElisaYoung, €lisay @earthlink.net or (740) 949-2175, for moreinformation or to

1\ sign up for work exchange. You must sign up in advance for the work exchange.
4

You can donate to OVEC Recycle your ink jet printer cartridges and
online usmg PayPa|_ help OVEC raise $$$. Call or e- mall

DONATE paid bags and help us out!
14

Maryanne, (304) 522-0246,
Click on @“ at www.ohvec.org today! mago@ezwy.com, to get your postage .



Mountaliln

MOP Up Mountaintop Removal!

Community organizers with the Ohio Valley
Environmental Coalition, the South-East Energy Network
and Mountain Justiceare currently seeking eight individuas
toliveand work in Mingo County, WV, from late May to
lateAugust of 2006. Thegroup will form MOP—theMingo
Organizing Project.

Community organizingisaprocessof buildingand
utilizingacommunity’ spower to make change.

MOP aimsto accomplish thisthrough outreach,
|eadership devel opment, Srategic planning and community-
led and organized actionsand events.

MOP organizerswill be provided with homeand
officegpace, food, compensationfor gasand other resources
associated with fulfilling the objectivesof MOP. Successful
goplicantswill beofficidly consderedinternsof the OVEC.

Muchof theinterns time, especidly early oninthe
summer, will bespent doing listening projects. Fund-raising
is another key task for
program participants.

Eachinternwill be
expectedtoraisemoney in
hisor her hometown/college
community to help finance
the MOP beforemoving to
Mingo.

Livinginthecodfieldsand doing thiswork can be
exhausting—physicdly, socidly, emotiondly. Youwill need
timeoff. Going away for acoupleof daysat atimeisfine—
not only isit* permitted,” it'sencouraged. M oderate your
work load. Youwill be ahappier, healthier personand a
moreeffectiveorganizer if you do.

For moreinformation or to apply, send acover
letter and resumeto: Appaachian-always@riseup.net and
abe@ohvec.orgwith*MOPapplication” inthesubject line.

We will review them and schedule a telephone
interview. Pleaseinclude phone numbersfor aprofessiona
and apersonal reference. For moreinformation you may
also call Abeat (304) 522-0246.

Wearein need of funding for thisventure, so
please consider making a
contribution to OVEC
earmarked for “ MOP.”

Justice

Summer

Hmmr%% JQ'F IRUC,

MJS 2006: A Call to Action

Last year southern A ppal achianshosted Mountain
Justice Summer (MJS). Sincethen, mountaintop removal
hasn't topped and neither
hastheresi stance.

Mountaintop removal is

theultimate destruction—
oncethese mountainsare
gone, they’ regoneforever.
Now isthetimetofight. We
ared| affected, weareall responsble; wemust |ook at the
causes asclimate change becomesagrowing concern. Coa
producesmorecarbon dioxidethan any other fuel. However
youwashit, pulverizeit or scrubit—fromitsextraction to
itsend use—cod remainsadirty, dangerous, polluting source
of energy.

Last year, MJS toured each afflicted area,
organized and participated in direct actions, civil
disobedience, door to door listening projects, and media
events, hosted community-building events, delivered
informationto residents, protested investors, cod companies
and government officids. All of thiswassuccessful inmany
ways, but mountaintop removal still rageson. That’swhere

youcomein.

Mountain Justice Summer 2006iscalingonal
current and former
residentsof Appalachia,
artists, musicians, human

continued on page 16



Mountain Justice Summer

continued from page 15

rightsand environmentd activiststojoinusonthefrontlines
indefending theworld’'smost biologicaly diversetemperate
forest ecosystem.

Thisyear, in order to promote closer tiesto the
land we are defending, people are encouraged to pick one
regiontowork infor most or al of thesummer. Wewill test
water, conduct listening projects, contact media, attend
hearings, demonstrate, and perform guerillathestre.

Anyonewho'sinterested in MJSthisyear should
contact participating groups, to figure out how they can best

plugin. MJSisasoinneed of funds, soif you' rethinking of
coming, weencourageyou to beginfund-raising and contact
the placeyouwishtowork tofigure out housing and food —
the sooner the better.

Evenif you can’t drop everything to come here,
work can be done no matter whereyou are. Contact MJS,
Coad River Mountain Watch or OVEC for ideas on what
you can do.

Appaachiaisknownfor uprisngs—it'stimetorise
again! Please fill out an intake form today at
www.mountainjusticesummer.org. €

Rape of the Mountains - A Personal Perspective

by Anita Miller

They are beginning to rape another hillside. The
cuttershave comein and clear cut everything that stands.

Thisisvery distressing. | grew up inthose hills,
climbed thosetreesthat now lay onthe ground ready to be
burned up. It wasjust afew yearsago that my Dad and |
went ginseng-ing up those hills. When | wasjust akid,
PawPaw Caudill and | would walk up ontheold strip mine
road and | ook for chunksof coal. Hewasblind so | would
find the coal and he couldfeel it andtell if it wasgood or
not. Wethenwouldroll thechunksdownthehill to bepicked
up later.

Every October my family getstogether for acamping
trip. Thishasbeen going onsincel washorn. For yearswe
camped inthe same spot, then theminesmoved in and took
over. Then wemoved to Berry’s Branch; the mines have
takenthat area. Then, threeyearsago we moved up behind
thehome place at Mud River. Themineshave now cut all

Gold MineTakesAdvantageof New Rule

ReutersNews Service, March 30, 2006 - TheU.S.
Army Corpsof Engineerson Thursday reinstated apermit
needed for the construction of agold minenorth of Juneau,
Alaska, but environmentalists plantofight thedecisionto
dlow (fish-killing) wasteto flow intoanaturd dpinelake...

The Kensington project isthefirst metal mineto
take advantage of afederal ruleloosening restrictionson
mountaintop coal extraction.

Therulenow classifiesdischarged milled orewaste
—known astailings—asbenign fill and not apollutant that
requirestrestment.

(An) attorney said the permit violates the basic
principlesof the CleanWater Act of 1972, becauseit alows
the company to dump 210,000 galonsof taillingsdaily into
thelake, ®

thetreesabovethe camp siteand plan on puttinginadudge
pond.

My grandchildrenloveto camp, but thistradition of
camping may end soon, becausetheminesaretaking al the
mountains,

Strip mining isahorriblething. Whenwedrivein
that area my granddaughter can’t even look at the
destruction. At 11-years-old, she can understand how much
we need themountai ns. Sheasked meoneday, “MawMaw,
don’'t they know we need the trees?’ | hate the fact she
won' t experiencethe sameenjoyment out of themountains
that | did.

(Ed. Note: The Miller/Caudill homes on Mud
River were featured in the March 2006 National
Geographicarticle, WhenMountainsMove) @

Get ACtION ALeRtS!

Stay Informed by E-mail: Join OVEC’s Action
Alert! e-mail list by sending an e-mail with “join
list” in the subject line to vivian@ohvec.org. This
is not a discussion list, so you won’'t be swamped
with e-mails.

Stay Informed by Phone: If you don't have or
don't like e-mail, call the OVEC office at (304)

522-0246 and ask to be put on our Call List. We'll
need your name and phone number. Don’'t worry
- we will only call to let you know about major
events or actions.

Stay Informed by WWW: Visit www.ohvec.org
frequently for news and action updates. Check
out our extensive background information in the
Issues section. Look for your friends in the
People in Action section.



Bad Water

Coal Sludgeand Groundwater Don't Mix

by Patricia Feeney

Near Williamson, WV, inthecommunities
of Rawl, Sprigg, Merrimac and Lick Creek,
resdentsclaimthey have had problemswith their
well water for more than adecade.

They say their water was Sweet and clean
beforeacod preparation plant beganinjecting cod
dudge underground into abandoned minesinthe
area. Now many people haveliver and kidney
problems, variousformsof cancer and skinrashes
— health problems associated with long-term
exposuretohighlevesof arsenic, leed, manganese,
selenium, and other toxinsthat scentisshavefound
inareawell water.

Thispast legidative session, peoplespoke
out at the State Capitol. With the support of the
Sludge Safety Project, Mingo County residents
succeeded inraising awareness about the dangers
of cod dudgedamsandthelife-threatening effects
of injected coa sludge, which somebelievehas
contaminated their groundwater.

Neighborshave aso been educating each
other about the effects of the contamination on
their health. Several women published a
community newd etter, Clean Water isOur Right,
to encouragetheir neighborsto get involved.

Because of residents efforts to inform their
politicians, in February the Governor’s Contingency Fund
provided $15,000to provide 250 familieswith anemergency
supply of drinking water. (The governor, so far, has not
responded to resident’ srequestsfor ameeting so they can
directly tell himtheir water worries.) Palletsof bottled water

A tractor-trailer load of emergency water arrives at the
Williamson Water Plant. A forklift puts pallets of water onto
trucks of community memberswho volunteer their timeand use
their own money for gasoline. Water is taken to the Church of
God Jesus Christ Name in Rawl, where each pallet has to be
off-loaded by hand and stored in a church garage. Community
members either come pick up the water themselves, or people
again volunteer their time and gasoline to deliver water to their
neighbors who are too sick to pick up the water themselves.

have been delivered every week sincethen to the Church
of God in JesusNamein Rawl, where residents pick up
their ration of drinking water.

“Atleast 100 of thesefolksaretoo sick or too old
or they don’'t have a car to come pick up the water
themselves,” said Billy Sammonsof Lick Creek, “sowe
deliver it. It swhat wehavetodoif our neighborsaregoing
to havewater.”

According to Sammons,
familieshaverece ved between
12to0 24 gallonsof water every
week, whichissupposedto be
enough for drinking and
cooking needs.

The funds for the
emergency water won't be
enough to sustain the
communities until long-
promised city water linesare

Rev. Larry Brown watches as the church truck is loaded with a pallet of water.

continued on page 18



Bad Water

Continued from page 17

laid. Last year, theWV Abandoned Mine Lands
(AML) officedlocated fundsto help extend water
linesfromthecity of Williamsonto thesefamilies.

Bidsontheproject wereduein November
of 2005, but all were over budget, so theAML
extended thedeadline.

Another call for bidsin March thisyear
again cameinover budget.

Now there' syet another cdl for bids, with
anApril 18 deadline.

“I'll believeitwhen| seeit,” said preacher
Larry Brown, echoing the sentimentsof other area
resdents.

In the meantime, when thewater rations
runout, folkshave no choice but to go against the
advice of researchersand usetheir well water for
bathing, longwith cookingand drinking.

The Good, the Bad and the Ugly

Wrap-Up of L egidativeEffortstoAchieve Sudge Safety

by Ted Boettner, WV Environmental Council
TheGood

During the 60-day session we did meet some of
our goals. First, wedrafted and got introduced for thefirst
timeadudgesafety bill (H.B. 4583) that, if passed, would
have stopped the DEP from issuing permitsto construct
dudge ponds, banned coa durry injection, and calledfor a
study of existing dudge ponds.

Also, we assisted in getting a study resolution
introducedintheHouse of Delegates(H.C.R. 89) that would
have explored aternativesto coa impoundments.

Moreover, we also assisted in getting a similar
resolutionintroduced inthe Senate (S.C.R. 49) to study the
coa impoundments. Theintroduction of thelegidationand
the resolutions, along with the repeated and poignant
testimony of thosedirectly affected by dudge, didhelpbring
awarenessto theissue of dudge safety.

Oneof thegreat highlightsof thispast sessonwas
theintrepid and moral leadership of Ddl. Larry Barker (D-
Boone). Barker was not only thelead sponsor on both the
legidation and the Houseresol ution, but spent atremendous
amount of histimetrying to convinceother delegatesof the
importance of dudge safety legidation.

Those concerned about dudge safety oweagreat
debt of gratitudeto Del. Barker, who carried thetorch amid
strong oddsand powerful interests.
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COMMUNITIES FORGOTTEN
PLEASE SUPPORT
CREEK - RAWL

LICK

MERRIMAC - SPRIGG

G-TTING A WATER SYSTEW

This sign has been up for about 10 YEARS ... the people in
these small rural communities have been trying to get city water
for about 13 years.

TheBad

Thisistheeasy part. Whilemany cod field resdents
werelivingindaily fear of looming dudgeimpoundments
and drinking water containing dudge, thelegidaturedecided
it wasn't abig enough problemto move dudge safety tothe
agenda. Despitethedudgebill beingintroducedinthemiddle
of thesession, therewasstill timefor theHouse Judiciary
Chairmanto placeit ontheagenda

It wasdecided that there were* too many powerful
interests’ to let thishappen and that we' d be better off with
astudy resolution. Although legidatorsintroduced thetwo
study resolutions, nither moved out of therulescommittees.
Thisiswheretheugly comesin.

TheUgly

During the end of the session, whenthedudgebill
had aready died, coalfield residentswere promised by a
powerful member of the rules committee that our study
resolution (HCR 89) would moveto the special calendar
whereit would be voted upon. However, thispromisefell
gpart when our resolution was sacrificed in an agreement to
allow an amendment regarding overweight coal trucksto
reachthefloor.

Despite these setbacks, we will be back in the
Interimsand next year pushing dudgesafety. Until then, let's
keep the pressure coming. After all, mine safety should
extendfar beyondtheminegate. ©



Livingwith Bad Water:

And ThisIsHappening in America?

Amy Blankenship, 14-years-old, and her mom,
Donetta, of Rawl, WV, explained how they findly redlized
something might bewrong withtheir water:

Donetta: | havenever had any health problemsuntil
| moved here. | started having different symptomsthat led
up toit about two monthsbefore went to the hospital.

Amy: My mom had yellow eyes. Her face was
yellow. | told dad that mom needed to go to the hospital.

Donetta: | said, “ya'll arecolor blind.” | called
Steve, the pharmacist at CV S, and he said something might
bewrongwithmy liver.

Junior and Amy wouldn't let mewait. They made
me go straight to the hospital, and | found out at 1 inthe
morning that they weregoingtoadmit me. My liver enzymes
wereinthethousands. Thedoctor said they shouldn’t have
been over ahundred. He sent meto University of Kentucky
to haveabiopsy.

I
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Amy: | wascrying when the doctor said her liver
wasfaling.

Donetta: My enzymes have been going up and
down up and down.

Amy: It'slikearollercoaster. I'm afraid she might
die. All | wanted for Chrissmaswasfor Momto livelonger.

Donetta: | think thewater hassomethingtodowith
it because peopleknow that | don’t do alcohol or drugs. It
isn't hereditary and thingsthat could causeit | haven't had
anythingtodowith.

Amy: Thewater stinks and everybody getssick.
I"m getting s ck with stomach problemsand my breathingis
gettingworse.

Donetta: Herel’ ve been cooking with the water
and drinking it not knowing what wasinit. We have to
wash our clotheswith it and when wetake bathsit getsinto
our bodies. €

|t sBad When Coal Waste Getsin the Water

by Debbie Sammons

| amaChrisianwoman. | amawife, amother, and
a homemaker who has raised her children in water
contaminated with coal durry. My entirefamily stayssick.

Whenl wascarryingmy son, | followed my doctor’s
directionsand drank plenty of water —well water. | was
wrong.

My 9-year-old son hasbeen admitted to the hospital
with kidney infectionsand has passed kidney stones. The
second time hewas admitted for this problem the doctor

God’'sCreation: Coal Industry Does

Not Practice Good Stewar dship

by Allen Johnson,
excerpted from an op-ed in the Charleston Gazette,
March 7, 2006

“An act of God” is how Massey-owned Martin
Coal Co. refersto the 300 million gallons of coal sludge
that gushed into Coldwater Creek and Wolf Creek in
October 2000. God should have known better, having been
similarly chastised by Pittston Coal for thelethal Buffalo
Creek coal dam burstin1972...

On Feb. 1, about 20 residents of Mingo, Boone
and Raleigh counties convened at the Capitol to meet with

continued on page 20
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said hehad “environmenta toxic poisoning.”

| havean 18-year-old daughter who hashad sinus
problems, dlergies, throat infections—the sameasmy son.

Shehasfound another lump in her breast and has
been plagued with femaleinfectionsher entirelife. All the
thingsthat Brittany hasexperienced | too have experienced
asawomanlivinginthiswater.

Weall keep skininfections. Skinsoresall over our
bodies. Our hairisfaling out and it feelslike straw.

We, like everybody el sein thiscommunity, didn’t
know wewereliving with contaminated water. Toxic water.

Weinhaethevaporsevery timewetakeashower.
If itiscorroding theinside of our house and our plumbing,
what isit doing to our lungs?

The people of our community, as well as other
communities in the state of West Virginia are working
diligently to seethat the dudge safety bill ispassedinthe
state of West Virginia. We need to make surethat no one
el se'schildren are contaminated theway our children and
the way the children of our communities have been
contaminated.

Theminingindustry needsto be more accountable
for theway they disposeof their wasteand thishill’spurpose
isto do that —to make them more accountable and to see
that they dispose of their waste in a more humane way
instead of puttingitinto our children’sbodies. €



7 The Character of Mountains

by Dr. Delilah O’ Haynes

Peoplewho built log and plank dwellings
on steep Appalachian hillsidesbecame
the rugged mountainsthey clungto.

Cod mining gear, 1950s. acarbidelamp,
itspungent, stinging odor filling dank air;
dinner bucketsloaded with egg salad sandwiches,
hot coffee, moon pies; flannel long-johns
and stiff coveralls—soakedinTide, run
through thewringer and hung ontheline
tofreezein January wind; steel-toed,
lace-up boots of worn, gritty-black leather.

Minesdtrike, Clinchfield Cod, Virginia, 1965:
men stood vigil throughlong, cold
nights, telling their storiesover fires
builtinoil barrels, fortifying courage
with strong coffee and moonshine.

Farmington, West Virginia, 1968:
78 mendiedinexplosion at Consol
No. 9. Townspeoplerallied
round miners, their families; Nixon
signed mine safety act, 1969.

A quarter-century later:
augerspierce Earth’sskin, plunge
like daggersinto mountainsdes,
dynamite shatters|andscapes,
decapitatesmountains,
bulldozersstrip away top soil,
hack mountainsto stair-step ridges,
logging and dump trucks
haul away earth and trees.

Hood, West Virginia, McDowell, 2001
Eightinchesof rain— run-off carves
new streamsthrough naked hillsides.
Gymnasium at Welch Middle School

buried under mountain of mud;

town of Mullenswashed away;
wholefamiliessmothered

by mud in homesand vehicles.

Mountain ruinsflank back roads
and interstates, unnoticed by passersby.
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God’'s Creation
continued from page 19

adozen statelegidators. They had one messagearticulated
intearful persond storiesand heartfelt pleas. “ Our wellsare
poisoned.”

Their messagewasvisua, too. Severa canningjars
held blackish water from home spigots. Two-day-old water
filterswere clogged with muck.

Their storieswere depressingly smilar. Oncepure
well water now runsblack several timesaweek. Cancer,
kidney stones and miscarriages are common in their
communities. Property vaueshave plummeted. They livein
omnipresent fear ashillion-gallon dudge pondsloom over
their homes and uncounted volumes of toxic sludge seep
throughaguifers...

In sharp contrast to blaming God for their
contaminated water these ordinary folkscry out pleasto
God. “I’ ve been praying for 20 yearsthat something be
doneabout thiscontaminated water,” said onemiddle-aged
woman who described even bathing asahealth risk.

...What is God'sintent for the Earth? Our God-
believing cod companiesmust figurethat miningand sdlling
largevolumesof coal withthelowest possibleoverheadis
within God’ sequation. Blasting mountainsto smithereens
then dumping their coal-stripped carcasses of rock and
debrisintovalleysisinthat equation. That future generations
of people, anima sand plantswill find such land worthless
or of greatly diminished quality isin that equation. That
regulatory officials, politicians, churches, and neighbors
silenced by economic pressureisin that equation. That
disaster-pronedudge dams, forever-contaminated aquifers,
and ruined health of neighborsarein that equation.

... Yet God hascrested humankind with the capacity
to mitigate natural disasters, so-called* actsof God.” With
an understanding of all creation being in interdependent
rel ationship, we humans can act asresponsible agents of
healing, restoration, and sustainable life for all God's
creatures. Asasaying goes, weare God'shands, feet, voice
andloveinthisworld. Let usthentruly beinthisway “an
actof God.”

Johnson, of Dunmore, iswith ChristiansFor The
Mountains, www.christiansforthemountainsorg. €

About the Poem

Dr. O'Haynesisaprofessor at Concord University.
Thispoemwill appear inacollection of her poemscalled
The Character of Mountains. A portion of the proceeds
from the sale of the book will goto OVEC.



ResdentsWorry About SudgePond Hazar ds

by Kyle Lovern, Williamson Daily Mail, Feb. 17, 2006

DELBARTON - Billionsof gallonsof coal durry
and water sits behind earthen damsthroughout southern
West Virginiaand eastern Kentucky.

What would happen if oneof thesefacilitieswere
to break aboveapopulated community?

Many people worry about this potential hazard.
Walter and Carol Young, who live on Hell Creek near
Delbarton, have been concerned for several years about
such astructure abovetheir community ...

“Itlookslikeif thetrend keegpsgoinglikeitis,” Mr.
Youngsad, “wewill haveso many cod wasteimpoundments
that we will be one of the most dangerous placesin the
worldtolive”

The Mountain State has over 130 coa slurry
impoundments, many inthesouthern counties. ..

O(Q The March/April issue of Indy
%) Kids, a new free newspaper distributed in
@Q New York City, carried afront page article by
sixth-grader Chrystal Gunnoe, daughter of OVEC
organizer Maria. The newspaper is published by the
NY C Independent MediaCenter and distributed to primary
schoals, churchesandlibraries... but not at al libraries.
The Manhattan and Queensbranchesof theNY C
Public Libraries refused at first to distribute the paper
becauseit “wasnot balanced.”
TheManhattan branch backed off itsinitial

CoaLFIELD KID

by Chrystal Gunnoein Indy Kids

Hello. My NameisChrysta Gunnoe. | liveinWest
Virginia. My hometownisintheheart of thecodfields. The
coalfields are where most of the coal comes from that
providesenergy for therest of the country.

Mountaintop Removal (MTR) isanew, dangerous
and destructive method of extracting coal. Threemillion
pounds of explosivesare used per day to blow off thetops
of the mountains to expose the coa inside. MTR is
destroying the coal fiel dsand the peoplewho livethere.

When MTR gtarted, so did thechangesinmy life. |
started noticing these changesvery fast.

Theweter from our faucet tasted different, likemetd.
Coal and rock dust from the deafening blasts cover
everything in our home. Our yard is eroding from
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“I"'m really concerned -
about thisand have been for about
four years,” Young added. Hesaid that the DelbartonMining
Company agpplied and received apermit for aS6-acredurry
dam above Hell Creek.

“If it wereto break, it would come down through
this community, into Pigeon Creek and all the way to
Naugatuck,” aconcerned Young says. “Wewould beburied
aiveunder cod dudge.”

“Lotsof peopleintheareadon’t even know these
exist,” headded.

Heisalsoworried about dudgebeinginjected into
old underground worked out mines, and thus affecting the
water suppliesfor hundreds of people.

He said the people of Lick Creek and Rawl have
sufferedasimilarplight...  ©

d LibrariesDon’t LikeWV Child's Sory About M TR

censorship, but aswewent to print the Queens branch had
not relented.

The libraries’ periodicals for children feature
numerous adsfor video games, candy and sportswear.

As public institutions supported with taxpayer
dollars, thelibrarieshavetheresponsbility to distributeal
kindsof publicationsfrom avariety of perspectives.

Wethought it wasinteresting that one of thelargest
publiclibrary sysemsinthenation considered thisbrief story
controversid.

Read it and decidefor yoursdlf:

flooding...because of theflooding | had lessroomtoride
my bike, andwhen | didridemy bike, | hadtowalk ittoa
safeplacetoride.

Until theflood of June 16, 2003, which destroys
five acres of our property, | didn't know what was
happening.

But then that waslikeawall of information hitting
me — | began to understand that MTR was not good. |
wanted totell peopleabout it. | did asciencefair project on
MTR. | bought avideo documentary called Kilowatt Ours
(www.kilowattours.org) to show my classand | talked to
my friendsabout MTR.

Oneof my friendsgot interestedin MTR withme.
Shetold her grandmother and now she'sinterested, too.



CALENDAR

April 28-29: Beyond Coa —Building Hedthy Communities
inAppa achia. Hindman Settlement School, Hindman, K.
Contact Brandon Absher, dbabshO@uky.edu or (859) 523-
3231.

May 1: 7:00to 10:00 p.m. Public Hearing on Spruce No.
1 Mine Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) at
the Earl Ray Tomlin Convention Center, Chapmanville, WV.
Thismine, near Blair in Logan Co., waspreviously owned
by Arch Coal / Hobet Mining. Copiesof theDEIS(inCD
format) may be obtained by contacting USA CE Huntington
Didgtrict Regulatory Branch at (304) 399-5210 or (304) 399-
5710. Copiesared so availableat the Blair Post Office, the
Kanawha County Public Library in Charleston and the
Logan County Public Library inLogan, WV.

May 15: Deadlinefor written commentson SpruceNo. 1
DEIS(seeabove). Send written commentsto: Mrs. Teresa
Spagna, Regulatory Project Manager, Regulatory Branch,
CELRH-OR-FS, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Huntington Didtrict, 502 Eighth S., Huntington, WV, 25701.

May 13: 7 p.m. LaBelle Theatre 311 D St., South
Charleston, WV. 1976 Oscar-winning film by Barbara
Kopple, Harlan County, USA.

May 16: 9 am. Massey Energy Annual Shareholder
Meeting at the Jefferson Hotel, 101 W. Franklin St.,
Richmond, Va

May 20- 26: Mountain Justice Summer Training Camp.
For details, see www.mountainjustice.org.

May-August: M ouNTAIN JUSTICE SUMMER.

May 27: 7 p.m. LaBelle Theatre, 311 D St., South
Charleston, WV. Out of Darkness, —an official UMWA
higtory.

May 26-29: Joint Summit for the Mountains /
Heartwood For est Council. See page 14 for details.

June?2: Meeting, public comment session on aproposed
settlement of a lawsuit over the application for Blair
Mountain’snominationto the Nationa Register of Historic
Places. At theArchivesand History Commission’sregular
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meting at the State Capitol Cultural Center. Check with
Commissionfor details, (304) 558-0220.

June 19 (tentative): Hearing in Judge Chamber’s
courtroom in Huntington, WV, on an OVEC lawsuit over
mountaintop removal. Check www.ohvec.org for detailsas
thedatenears. €

DEP Trying to Settle Hundreds of
Massey Pollution Violations

by Ken Ward Jr., Charleston Gazette, Feb. 26, 2006

The state Department of Environmental Protection
istrying to settle hundreds of Massey Energy pollution
violationsthat date back morethan seven years, according
to records obtained under the state Freedom of Information
Act.

Under thededl, Massey would pay afraction of the
millionsof dollarsinfinesthat could havebeen sought under
stateand federa water pollution laws.

But sofar, DEP officialshave not told the public
exactly how many or what kind of violations they are
proposing to settle.

When DEP announced the deal Jan. 5, agency
Secretary Stephanie Timmermeyer issued aone-paragraph
public notice.

Inthat notice, DEP said it was proposing to settle
fivelawsuitsagainst four Massey subsdiaries.

Thosesuits, filed in October 2003 and April 2004,
cited specificwater pollutionviolationsby Massey’ sBandmill
Cod, Independence Cod, Marfork Cod and Omar Mining.

But the proposed settlement reveal sthat the deal
would aso end 14 DEP enforcement casesthat sought the
most serious penaltiesallowed under state mining law —
permit suspensionsthat would hat coal production.

Those cases, including one dating back to the
Underwood administration, involvemorethan 70 violations
of statestrip mining rules.

The nine-page document also contains broad
languagethat rel eases M assey from any penaltiesfor any
other violationsthat occurred prior to Dec. 1, 2005.

The document doesnot list those violationsor say
how many violationsthat languagewould cover. €



Global Warming Already Herein the Mountain Sate

by Mel Tyree

| recently completed astudy regarding how climate
changedtershirdmigrationfor Dolly Sodsunder thedirection
of Dr. Tom Pauley of Marshal University (to be published
inthe October edition of thebird journal Redstart).

Althoughthe statistical correlation waswesak, the
data did indicate a warming trend (as opposed to no
temperature changeor atemperaturedecrease) for theyears
1992 through 2004. The data came from the National
Forest Servicewesather station located near Dolly Sods.

Theglobal warming trend over the past 100 years
hasbeenwel | documented from hundredsof weether Sations
located around theworld. Thevast mgority of dimatologists
and earth scientists agree that climate changeisoccurring
and will get worse as humans add more CO, to the
amosphere.

Theprojected global impactswill eventualy be

Make a DIFFERENCE!
Join a WINNING TEAM:!
Get ACTIVE with OVEC!

Cut this coupon out today and mail to:
OVEC
P.O. Box 6753,
Huntington, WV 25773-6753
New member or renewal (Dues $15-$30
yearly, pay what you can)
Donation
Please add me to OVEC'’s e-mail Action
Alert! list

Name

Address

City/State/ZIP

Phone

E-mail

For more information call
(304) 522-0246 or go to
www.ohvec.org

Remember — All donations to
OVEC are tax deductible!
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catastrophic (thinning of the northernice cap, increased
hurricanefrequency, risng water levels, changesintropica
disease ranges, mgjor changesin

wildlife diversity and

distribution, etc.) unless 7@
humans make some B
dragtic changesredly \‘"'
soon.

Some things
we can al do now to ?(\’% . %

help create abetter word
for our grandchildreninclude:

N Buyingmorefud efficient cars
h Purchas ng better insulated, smaller houses;

h Supporting politiciansand corporationsthat are
working on cleaner/dternative energy sources,

h Adopting alessmateridisticand morespiritual ly-
centered lifestyle.

Mel is an environmental scientist and OVEC
member. ©

Massive Media Monitoring of
Mountaintop Massacre

Find linksto recent news coverage onthe OVEC
website home page, the featured news page and the daily
newspage.

Appaachians demand for an end to the massacre
of our mountainsand the poi soning of our water continues
to get high profile mediacoverage.

OVEC and Coal River Mountain Watch members
werefeatured prominently “When MountainsMove’ inthe
March 2006 issue of National Geographic. Judy Bond's
voiceended thearticle: “ ... Thesemountainsarein our soul.
Andyou know what?That’swhat they’ restealing fromus.
They' resteding our soul.”

Vanity Fair'sMay issueisdevoted to environmental
Issues, and one articlesexposes Massey Energy and other
companies destruction of our mountains. American School
Board Journal’s cover story for March examinesMarsh
Fork Elementary and the Massey Energy dudge dam, coal
siloand cod prep plant that threaten the school.

Catherine and Ann Pancake’s film Black
Diamonds. TheFight for Coalfield Justice premieredin
South Charleston in March. The audience stood and
applauded asthefinal creditsrolled. €



HObet Vi I le by Ronda I-‘Iarper

Gonna build myself a house on Hobet 21
And spray me on some grass seed
And grow myself a lawn.

Gonna build a nice big deck

And watch the grasses grow
And look out at the mountain top
In the valley down below.

Gonna put a little fishing boat
Out there on the pond

And catch me some mutations
With my brand new fishing rod.

Gonna cook ‘em up real good
And put ‘em on a bun

Won't need to use a BBQ

They’ll just cook there in the sun.

Gonna ask the neighbors over

Oh, gee, guess | forgot

All of them are gone

Their houses covered up with rock.

So I'm bound to get real lonely
Up here on 21 (Ed. Note: Big John is the name of the giant dragline that Arch uses to
The only neighbor left destroy the mountains for coal. Ronda is an OVEC member, but perhaps
Is some old feller they call Big John. she will now become a famous lyrcist ...)
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