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CoOVER GIRL

OVEC Co-Director'sMTR Fignht
Featured in Alumni Magazine

TheOhio Valey Environmenta Codlition’sfounder
and co-director Dianne Bady isnow acover girl! She'son
theWinter-issuecover of University of Wisconsin’salumni
magazine, OnWsconsin, which hasthelargest circulation
—aquarter million—of any suchmagazine.

Diannegraduated from UW in 1972, with adouble
degreeinsocia work and psychol ogy.

Theexcellent cover story (there'salink toit at the
top of OVEC's homepage, www.ohvec.org), Moving
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Thephototeam getsready for a shot amid what used
tobethemajesticWest Virginiamountains.
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Mountains, by Erik
Ness, focuses on
Dianne, OVEC, Cod
River Mountain
Watch’s Maria
Gunnoe and
mountaintop
removd:
“...So often, their well-laid plans were
scuttled: they’ dlosekey memberstointimidation, or a
state or corporate maneuver would changetheentire
strategic landscape. OV EC respondswith what they
call radical trust. “We noticed that so often when we
didn’t know what to do, something would happen,”
explainsBady. “We d get new people; we' d get asource
continued on page 2

YES! West Virginia's Clean
Elections Bill Moving Forward

Our chancesfor real election reform never have
been better! Even elected officials seem offended by the
obsceneamount of money specid interest groups spent on
the 2004 el ections.

Blowing thetop right off the offense-o-meter was
Massey Energy’s CEO Don Blankenship, who spent $3.5
million of his own money to oust Supreme Court
Judge Warren McGraw. Mix that inwith deazy campaign
adsand someflagrant ethicsviolations, and wehaveanided
climateinwhichto pressforwardwithfair and cleandection
reform.

Soitwasthat duringaJan. 9legidativeinterim

continued on page 3



fCOVER GIRL

continued from page 1

of money that we hadn’t counted on; we’ d makea
crucia contact with peopleinsde of Sateor federa
agencieswho could point usintheright direction
andfeed usal kindsof information under thetable.”

“You can't argue with the results...

“ She's faced off against powerful industries
that nobody else would tackle,” says (OVEC co-
director, Janet) Fout, who calls Bady a spiritual
companion and OVEC's visionary. “ It’s like going
into the lion’s den, and she's doneit over and over.”

New York City-based photographer Nina
Kowa off Barnett and her ass stant, Rob Kinmonth, flew
intotakethe cover shot. Both were utterly shocked and
angered about the destruction, of which they got quite

Above and below, amid the rubble of Almost Heaven,
West Virginia, or isit an OVEC moon landing?

e, Wt
The site for the photo shoot. Blasted, gutted
mountaintopsarenot hard tofind in southern WV.
an eyeful asOVEC'sVivian Stockman escorted them
and On Wisconsin'sart director around the coafields.
Stockman supplied nine of the 10 photos used in
Dianne'sgtory.

“For Bady, the extreme degradation of
mountaintop removal is symptomatic of larger
problems. ‘ There are very, very few ordinary people
involvedin our democracy...Many of the fundamental
changeswe need in thiscountry are not going to come
fromfederal politicians ... They come from peoplein
communities and neighborhoods working together
to get things better. Then the change will filter
upward.” ”

Ironically, thisvistaof greentreesand rolling hills
was on the other side of theroad from the photo
shoot ... apoignant comment on what wehave, and

what it istoo fast becoming.
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Clean Elections Progress

continued from page 1

session, acommittee asked it counsel to draw up apilot
project bill for public funding of legidativeraces.

OVEC’'s  co-director Janet Fout
coordinates Citizens For Clean Elections, which is
advocating for thisreal campaignreform—thereformwhich
makesall other reformspossible!

According to the Charleston Gazette:

“The committee chose a plan that would provide
public financing for two state Senate and three House of
Delegatesraces. TheHouse of Delegatesraceswould have
tobein single-member digtricts.

“Theestimated cost of the pilot project is$375,000.
To qudify, acandidatewould haveto raiseacertain number
of $5 contributions: 200for the Senate, and 75 for theHouse
of Delegates.

“Supportersof the proposa say it will encourage

more peopleto runfor office, and decreasetheinfluence of

specid interestsinthe election process...” “é‘

ACTION ALERT

Please contact your state legislators
and ask them to support the Public Campaign
Financing Act.

You can find out who your legislators are
at: www.legis.state.wv.us/.

Write them at the State Capitol Complex,
Charleston, WV 25305. You can also help
advance Clean Elections in West Virginia by
writing letters to the editor.

There’s lots of background information
on real campaign finance reform on our website,
www.ohvec.org.

Activists Field Trip to WV: Report Back on Mountain Range Removal

Richmond IndyMedia, Nov. 13, 2004
by Sue Daniels*

Eighteen activistsfrom North Carolina, Tennessee
and Virginiagathered inWest Virginiaon Nov. 7 and 8, for
aheartbresking, yet exciting weekend of witnessing, lisening
and strategizing. Thetripwasorganized for activistsacross
theregionto witnessthe devastation euphemigticaly known
asmountaintop removal (hereafter called mountain range
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removal), to listen to peopleinthe coalfields speak of life
onthefront lines, to network withlocal organizers, andto
further develop strategy and tacticsto stop thisinsanity.

Wefirst went to Kayford Mountain, a50-acrepatch
onthetop of ahill almaost completely surrounded by the
barren remnants of what oncewereancient mountains.

Larry Gibson, founder of the Stanley Heirs
Foundation Park on Kayford, patiently tried to explainto
us, over and over, with tearswelling, what the mountains
usedtolook like...wherethepeopleusedtolive...where
thelivestock oncewere... whereit washeused to fishand
swimand runfrom hisgrouchy uncle...

Threemillion poundsof dynamite per day areused
iInWest Virginia, to blast off mountainsand removetheflat
seamsof cod. Theforestsareclearcut; thetreesaredumped
intothevalley fills, followed by themountainitsalf.

Slurry pondsare created to hold billionsof galons
of toxicliquid containing arsenic, auminum, mercury, lead,
and other metals; their earthen damsbreak, causing such
disastersasin Martin County, Kentucky.

Hundredsof cod truckscareen at high speedsdown
tiny local roads. Peopledie, killed by coal trucks, floods,
dam breaks, and the flyrock itself. Ecosystemsvanish—
ecosystemsof globally recognized biodiversity uniqueto
theAppaachians. Theearth’stopography isfundamentaly
atered.

...Fromherewedroveto Blair, WV, thesiteof the
famous*Battleof Blair Mountain.” Thisbattletook placein

continued on page 6



State Bird Populations Declining, Loss of Habitat Dueto MTR A Factor

Charleston Gazette, Oct. 25, 2004

Nearly 30 percent of North
American bird speciestoday are suffering
“ggnificant declines,” according to astudy
just released by the National Audubon
Society.

. “When birds are in trouble,
peoplearenext,” (John Flicker, president
of the Audubon Society) Flicker said.

... Thenew Audubon study found
severa speciesin West Virginiaare particularly hard hit,
including the Eastern meadowlark, Vesper sparrow, Brown
thrasher, Cooper’s hawk, Appalachian Bewick’s wren,
Cerulean warbler, Golden-winged warbler and Field
Sparrow.

...Greg Butcher, Audubon’sdirector of bird

Ceruleanwarbler

conservation, said last week, “In West
Virginia, one of the things we are
especially concerned about isthe effect
of mountaintop remova mining onforest
birds.

“West Virginiaisan important
environment for the cerulean warbler, a
birdthat likesavaried forest, including
canopy trees. Warblers are pretty
susceptible to fragmentation of their
habitat. Kentucky warblersand Black and Whitewarblers
areasodeclining.”

“West Virginiaisalso animportant statefor bird
migration. A lot of people cometo the stateto enjoy birds
intheir natura habitat. So thereare economic benefitsfrom
tourists,” Butcher said.

THANKS! to everyone who supports
OVEC's work with financial contributions!
THANKS! so muchto Rev. Mary Ramsey for
her extraordinary, ongoing support. She conceived of
the" Fiddlersin Concert for theMountains” Theconcert,
held Nov. 6 in Bridgeport, CT, raised over $1,500 for
Coal River Mountain Watch and OVEC, and featured
Klezmer fiddler, filmmaker, photographer and author Yae
Strom, internationally-acclaimed author, composer,
fiddler andimprovising violinist Julie Lyonn Lieberman
and other musicians. Theaudience learned more about
mountaintop removal as Coa River’sJudy Bondsand
Janice Nease presented Appal achian Treasures.
THANKS! so muchtofolksin Mingo County
and those at Coal River Mountain Watch for their
continued partnershipinthe Sludge Safety Project.
THANKS! Forever Wild! Walkin’ Jim Stoltz
Benefit to Stop Mountaintop Removal. Thanksto Sharon
Roon for taking tickets at the door, Eric Fout and Mike
Forman for all the heavy lifting, Connie Chojnacki for
watchingWalkin' Jm’stableand helping with hissales,
John Giacdonefor hisincredible generosity (bought 26
ticketsto give hisfriends and came all the way from
Anchorage, AK, to see Walkin’ Jim Stoltz). John
Giacalone is a person of rare courage and profound
generosity who donated akidney to Walkin’ Jimfor a
&ansplant in2004! JulieArcher for presenting S Galperin

THANIKS!
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withtheLauraForman Passonfor Justice [
Award. Mike Forman for taking photos
at theevent. All thefolkswho bought K€
and sold tickets—membersand OVEC
board members — who made this a
successful fundraiser.

THANK YOU!, Wakin' Jmfor
sharing your inspirational songs and
photographsof wildernesswithusall!

THANKS! SteveWhite, Mayor
Richie Robb, Susan Sobkoviak, Conni
Graptop Lewis, Perry Bryant, Rev.
Dennis Sparks, Si Galperin, Julie
Archer, Norm Steengtra, Winnie Strezrlecki (The Reform
Institute, Alexandria, VA), Mary McClelland (Public
Campaign, Washington, D.C.), John Welbourn, Sue
Price, Carol Warren, Gary Zuckett, Kathryn Stone,
HelaneRotkinand TimMcClungfor attending legidative
interim sessionson campaign finance reform, working
on aproposed pilot project and just being faithful to
campaign financereformwork!

THANKS! to DebbieWillsfor volunteering to
work on the postcard campaign to promote Clean
Elections, andto MargieMclnerney for thekind Wordsj




How Big Business is Quietly Funding a Judicial

Revolution in the Nation’s Court Systems

Excerpted from Nov./Dec. 2003 Mother Jones magazine
by Michael Scherer

...Since 1998, mgjor corporations—Home Depot,
Wal-Mart, and theinsurance giant Al G, to nameafew —
have spent morethan $100 million through front groupsto
remake courtsthat have long been arefugefor wronged
consumersand employees.

By targeting incumbent judges, they havetilted sate
supreme courts to pro-business majorities and ousted
aggressive attorneysgenera. At the sametime, corporate
lobbyists have blitzed state |egislators with tort-reform
proposals, overseeing the passage of new lawsin 24 states
over thepast year alone.

Now, with asympathetic ear inthe White House,
corporate Americaistaking itslegal agendato thefederal
bench with abehind-the-scenescampaign of high-powered
lobbying and interest-group advertising. ...

...Bigmoney, however, caresagreat deal about

WV LawmakersWriting Bill to Limit
Giving to So-Called 527 Groups

Charleston Gazette, Scott Finn, Jan. 10

Cdl ittheanti-Don Blankenship hill.

A committeeof legidatorsisdraftinglegidationto
limit independent spending for or againgt acandidate, like
the$2.4 million Massey Energy Co. CEO Blankenshipgave
to one group to help defeat state Supreme Court Justice
Warren McGraw. (Ed. note: Blankenship spent $3.5million
overal inhiscrusadeto oust McGraw.)

Thedraft bill wouldlimit a $2,000 the contributions
any one person could give to a group making an
“ el ectioneering communication” closeto andection.

... Thegtate of Vermont haslimitson contributions
to such independent campaign groups, known as 527s
because of the section of IRS codethat regulatesthem.

The Second Circuit of theU.S. Court of Appeals
upheldthelimits, aslong asthey applied to advertisements
about specific candidates and not about issues, said
Legidativelavyer BrianSkinner. €

“Polite conservationists leave no mark,
save the scars upon the earth that could
have been prevented had they stood their
ground.” -late environmentalist David Brower

whostsonthenation's13federd circuit
courts (asthey are) thefinal venuefor
99 percent of federa casesand
most regulatory
chalenges. These
courts, which
operateinrelative
media
obscurity...set
precedent on
issues affecting
business such as
media-ownership
rules, sport-utility
rollover lawsuits, or
therightsof coal-mining companiestodump wastein
thousandsof milesof streambed in West Virginia.

... Thedrategy of usng vast anountsof campaign
cash to shift thelegal landscape was devel oped adecade
earlier by atdented young Republican direct-mail consultant
from Texas — Karl Rove. Long before he took on the
moniker of “Budsbrain,” Roveredized hecould energize
thelegd and medical establishmentsby targeting the once-
deepy Texas Supreme Court el ections.

... Soon the business community in other states,
and nationdly, begantoinvestinjudicid battles... TheU.S.
Chamber of Commerce joined with the Business
Roundtableto set up acomplex network of front groups
that anonymousdly filtered corporate money into often
divisvelocd televisonad campagns.

By 2000, campaign spending on statejudicid races
had risento $45.6 million, a61 percent increase over the
previouspeak in 1998 and twiceasmuch as1994. ... The
Chamber claimed victory in 21 of 24 judicia electionsit
worked onin eight states, aswell as 11 attorneysgeneral
races. “1 wasan exporter of judicial terrorism,” explains
(Kim) Rossof the TexasMedica Association ...

Thosefamiliar with Rove soperationin Texasnow
seethesamedtrategy a work inthe\WhiteHouse' ssdlection
of federal judges. ... John Roberts, aBush nomineewho
recently won confirmationto the Didtrict of ColumbiaCircuit
Court, worked asan attorney to strikedown new clean-air
rules and filed a brief for the National Mining
Association, arguingthat federal courtscould not stop
mountaintop removal miningin West Virginia. 'ﬁ
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Activists Field Report

continued from page 3

1921, when 6,000-7,000 armed coal
miners tried to march to Mingo and
Logan Countiestojoin minersstruggling
to unionizethere. They werestoppedin
Blair by state police, armed minebosses
and hired Bal dwin-Feltsthugs. For two
weeks, gunfirewasexchanged acrossthe
ridgetops, whiletheminerstried to pass
through three mountain gaps, but were
stopped by themachinegunsof the state.
Theminerswerefindly defested after the
minebosses called in the assistance of
the Nationa Guard and planesflew over
thewoodsdropping rudimentary bombs.
Thismarkedthefirsttimein U.S. history
that theU.S. government bombeditsown
citizens

... We were shown many
different facesof thiscomplex struggle—
thisissuethat includesall issues—and
left this most beautiful area of West
Virginiawithtearsin our eyesandresolve
in our hearts. We look forward now,
forward to organizing with our friendsin
thecodfiedsand dliesacrossthecountry
for asummer of empowering action against mountain range
removal and the coming end to thisunacceptable scourge.
Mountain rangeremova will bestopped. Cultural harmony
and biologica heritagewill be protected and restored.

Final Stump Speech
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Just after the November Friends of the Mountains meeting, Janet Fout
snapped this picture of some of the attendees. Sue Daniéls, third from
right, died just afew dayslater under tragic circumstances. For Sue, for
LauraForman, for somany fallen friends, wewill end mountaintop removal.
From left: Judy Bonds, Vivian Stockman, Larry Gibson, Bill Price, Abe
Mwaur a, BoWebb, Sue Daniels, Scott Straight and Dianne Bady.

* We are so saddened to say that biologist and stop
mountain range removal activist Sue Danielswastaken
fromthis Earth just days after this article was written.
GoodbyeSue!  ©

Only TurkeysWould Eat That Turkey

WVAH TV News Transcript Nov. 18, 2004

Voiceover: “Nothanks!” That'swhat some Boone
County peoplearesaying to the Wives of Massey Energy
tonight.

Video (of Mary Miller inaturkey mask): “Gobble,
gobble, gobble...wewon't eat Massey turkey.”

A small protest outsidethe Sylvester Community
Center thisafternoon asthe Massey Energy Spousal Group
cooked up aturkey dinner insde. Themeda wasfreetothe
community, but residents, hardened by their past coal
problemsand lawsuit say it won’'t makeup for the coa dust
that’sruined their town.

Mary Miller:“1 say ‘nol’ | don’t want their turkey
dinner. Wewant Massey to clean up thetown of Sylvester.
Wedon'’t want dinner; wedon't want them buying us.” 'f



Will Benjamin Be a Reliable Pro-Business Vote on WV Supreme
Court? SomeFear HeWill Defer to Big Money, HisElection Backers

Charleston Gazette, Jan. 11, 2005
by Toby Coleman

Thisweek, thejusticesof theWest VirginiaSupreme Court returnto thebench. ... (with new) Justice Brent Benjamin,
who comesto the bench after defeating Justice Warren M cGraw in November.

Plaintiff’slawyersand unionsworry that Benjaminwill lean toward businesses because hewon the seet onthe crest
of amultimillion-dollar campaign financed by (certain) doctors, businesses (the West VirginiaCoal Association gave
$223,000) and Massey Energy Co. Chief Executive Officer Don Blankenship.

...Last week, (Justice) _
Sarcher marked Benjamin'sarriva
by putting an editorial cartoon
outsde hisofficedoor.

It depicted Benjamin
showing up at the high courtina
shipping cratemarked “ courtesy of
$3.5millionfromMassey Cod and
other cod interests (seeat right).

..." Any concern| havehas
to do with those who brought him
into office,” said Steve White,
director of the Affiliated
Congtruction Trades Foundation.

“People don’'t spend $5
millionor $10 millionfor nothing,
and they don’'t do it for altruistic
reasons.”

SRl =——

(Bros ncen. Peusivers |

Theworriesran sodegpthat

some people have called on Benjamin to promise not to hear any casesinvolving Massey. Benjamin refused and said he
would decide whether to recuse himself from Massey lawsuits on acase-by-casebasis.

“I think it’sunfortunate that our system has caused peopleto be so jaded asto believethat justices approach cases
inabiased manner, and | think that’s certainly something I’ mlooking forward to trying to change,” Benjamin said. ’é

Next Supreme Court Race Could Be Just as Nasty, Observers Fear

Charleston Daily Mail, Nov. 4, 2004

Mudislikdy tocontinueflyinginfutureWest Virginia
court racesnow that attorney Brent Benjamin hasknocked
off incumbent JusticeWarren McGraw inaracethat festured
millionsin spending and harsh allegations, expertssaid.

Theindependent group And for the Sake of theKids
targeted McGraw...Massey Energy chief Don Blankenship
bankrolled an estimated $3.5 million to pay for the
advertisements, direct mailing and acampaign of recorded
telephonecallsto potentia voters.

...Charleston attorney Marvin Masters suggested
that more companiesarelikely to follow Blankenship’s
exampleof heavy spending in court races.

“They would rather spend $10 million to control
the Supreme Court than $100 million for peoplethat they’ ve
defrauded,” Magterssaid. “ It shappening acrossthe country.
It’ stobacco companies, insurance companies, big businesses
that get sued, that commit fraud.”

...Neely blamed a recent U.S. Supreme Court
decisonthat meansjudiciad racesdon’t haveto begoverned
by thecanon of judicia ethics.

“It'san dbsolutedisagter for thejudiciary, and | don't
know how wego about fixingit,” hesaid. “It'savery, very
worrisome problem. These ads work and this kind of
campaignworks. Now every seat onthe Supreme Court is
forsae”



West Virginia‘Open for Business, Coal L eader s Say

Charleston Gazette, Nov. 11, 2004
by Ken Ward Jr.

There-election of President Bush and the defest of
state Supreme Court Justice Warren McGraw signal good
times ahead for coal operators, industry officials said
Wednesday.

“Nov. 2 was a great day for the state of West
Virginia,” said Bill Raney, president of theWest Virginia
Coal Association.

Speaking to aconference on national coal issues,
Raney praised the “no-nonsense leadership of Don
Blankenship” indefeating McGraw.

Blankenship, president of Massey Energy, hassaid
he spent $3.5 million on hiscampaign to hel p Republican
Brent Benjamin unseat McGraw for al12-year term onthe
court.

Because Blankenship donated to third-party efforts
to oust McGraw — and spent money directly —he could
avoid any limitson hiselection spending.

..."Nov. 2 was a mgjor change in the political
landscapeof West Virginia,” Raney said. “Wefed likewe re
truly openfor businessinWest Virginia.”

Blankenship, who a so spokeat theWest Virginia
University-sponsored seminar, said hewould not gpologize
for hisfinancid effortson Benjamin’sbehdf...“1’m proud

of thefact that | spent $3.5 millionto changetheinsurance
costsfor West Virginians,” Blankenship said.

..Among labor leaders, environmentalists and
regul ators Massey isknownfor oppos ng unions, violating
pollution rules and unsafe work |
practices.

But at Wednesday' sWVU
conference, industry and
government officials praised
Blankenship and hiscompany.

Wednesday’sevent at the
Charleston Marriott was part of a
series of “Energy Roadmap”
workshops scheduled by WVU’s
Nationa Research Center for Cod
and Energy.

Insidethe meeting, Cindy
Rank of the West Virginia
Highlands Conservancy wondered why WV U officidsdid
not includeadiscussion of mining’ senvironmenta damage.

“People havered grievances,” Rank said. “They
arelosingtheir homesand losing thevaueof their property.

“I wonder if thereisnot aplacefor morediscussion
of thoseimpacts, to devel op amorebalanced discussion,”
Ranksaid. @

Massey Chief Getsa BIG Thumbs Down from Coalfield Residents

Nov. 10, 2004: Massey CEO Don Blankenship spoke on “ Challenges Facing Southern West Virginia Coal
Production” at theWV Energy Roadmap Workshop on Nationa Coal Issues. Blankenship obviously considerscoafield
resdentsand environmentd laws* challenges’ to hiscompany’sability to blow up mountainsand bury stresmswithimpunity.

AstheMassey chief spokeinsidethe Charleston Marriot, about 60 Friends of theMountainsrallied outside (see
photo below of afew of the protesters). We are fed up with both mountaintop removal coal mining and Blankenship’s
buyout of democracy. Blankenship has admitted using $3.5 million (!) of hisown money to fuel an exceedingly nasty
campaign against WV Supreme Court Justice Warren McGraw. ﬁ




[ DEMOCRACY WORKS! I

Running Clean

Maine and Arizona Voters Reaped the Benefits of Their
Publicly-Funded Clean Election Systems on Nov. 2

TomPaine.com, Dec. 6, 2004
by Micah L. Sfry

Whileoverall campaign spending rose 30 percent
in 2004, topping $4 billion — led by two presidential
candidateswho raised morethan half abillionin private
contributions—something quite different took placeinthe
states that have enacted Clean Money/Clean Elections
systems: More
candidates than
ever arerunningfor
officeonalimited

“In Maine, 83 percent of
the state Senate and 77
percent of the House will

budgetof full public | be made up of legislators
financing. Andthe | who ran clean (election
system is | campaigns).”

Spreading.

...InMaine, awhopping 83 percent of the state
Senate (29 out of 35) and 77 percent of the House (116
out of 151) will be made up of legislators who ran
clean...Bothmagjor partiesare heavily represented inthis
group.

...Itisnow fair to say that in Maine, at least, the
politica normisfor candidatesto refuse private contributions
andingtead rely solely onequa grantsof publicfunds, which
they qualify for by collecting a large number of $5
contributionsat the beginning of their races.

In Arizona, atotal of 46 candidatesfor the state
legidaureand corporation commissonwered ected running
clean. Clean Elections winners in Arizona were both
Republicans and Democrats...In Arizona, the Clean
Electionssystem not only hasincreased thediversity of the
candidate pool, it hasexpanded public participationinthe
funding processitsdf.

...(tislikely that widespread relianceonthe Clean
Electionssystemsin both stateswill again show atempering
inoverall campaign costsand anarrowing of thefinancial
gap between chalengersand incumbents.

Thesuccessof publicfinancinginMaineand Arizona
has contributed to the passage of similar systemsinmore
states....Whilethe prospectsfor passing morereforms of
the federal campaign system look slender right now,
opportunitiesabound inthe states. That'sin part duetothe

hard work of local activigts, aided by theinevitable scandas
that ariseunder “ pay-to-play” poalitics...

It takestime and steady organizing effortsto enact
Clean Elections-stylereform, and defenders of the status
quo - many of whom profit greatly fromit - are scarcely
indifferent to thischallengeto their power.

But while the national headlines may seem
discouraging, it’simpor tant toremember thisessential
fact about changein America- it alwaysbubblesup
from below.

[ DEMOCRACY WORKS! 1l

West Virginians Reverse Past Trend
of Election Year Complacency

Sate Journal, Nov. 11, 2004
by Beth Gorczyca

Nov. 2wasahistoricday inWest Virginia. ... West
Virginiansreversed atrend they had followed for 40 years
the trend of ignoring politics, of not voting, of not even
registeringtovote.

Congder this. According to unofficial resultsfrom
theWest Virginia Secretary of State’soffice, nearly 1.17
million of the state’s 1.4 million residents of voting age
registered. Never in the past 40 years hasthe number of
registered voters been so high, according to the Federal
Election Commission.

L ast week’ selection a so marked one of thebiggest
turnouts of peoplevoting agein 30 years- 762,000-plus
ballots cast. Four years ago, 648,124 ballotswere cast.

“Theaverage personishbeginning to seethat unless
they become engaged inthe processthen what they want to
happen intheworldisn’t going to happen,” said Janet Fout,
aco-director of the Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition
and co-chair of the Peopl€' sElection Reform Coalition.

But why the switch now?

“It'sacombination of factors,” Fout said. “...West
Virginia, likealot of states, saw amajor effort to register
new votersand then get asmany of them casting ballotsas

they could. OV EC aoneregistered more than 1,000 new
continued on page 10

We care, We Cgunt, WE VOTE!
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WYV Voters Vote

continued from page 9

votersthisyear,” Fout said. Other groupsregistered people,
too.

Fout said she believesmore people acrossthe state
aregetting involved in every aspect of government. They
areorganizing. They aretalking. They arelistening.

That won't end now that the election isover. At
least she hopesnot.

“If maybethee ection didn’t go theway one person
wanted, | hopethey don’t walk away saying, ‘ See, my vote
doesn't matter,”” shesaid. “Maybel’manoptimit, but |

West Virginia Heads Down a New

Political Road L essTaken - Republican

New York Times, Nov. 16, 2004

...Justice Warren McGraw of State Supreme
Court, afiery populist, wasthrashed in hisbid for re-lection
by a novice Republican candidate backed by business
groupsand coal operators.

And three Democratic state senatorswere unsested
by Republicaninsurgents.

..JusticeMcGraw wasvastly outspent by aphalanx
of businessgroups|led by the Chamber of Commerceand
DonL. Blankenship, chief executive of Massey Energy, who
poured $3.5 million of his money into an advertising
campaign harshly attacking Justice M cGraw.

...Atthesametime, the coal fields of the south, a
Democratic redoubt for decades, have steadily lost
population asmining jobs havedried up and young people
havemovedaway ... €

think this | “Some of these people
election | wouldn’tgiveahungry mana
shows that | hot dog yet they’ll give me
even if the | $1,000for my campaign. And
candidateyou | you don’t think they want
wanteddidn’t | something in return?”
winyoumede | - WV Delegate Tom Louisos,
adifference” quoted in Graffiti, July 2004.
(Fout

wouldliketo) seethe state adopt clean eectionslawssmilar
to those passed in Arizonaand Maine that put limitson
spending or force special-interest groupsto fully identify
themselvesin bothissue and candidate advertisements. Not
having clean eections, shesaid, endsup hurting everyone.

“1t’snot democracy when peoplecan buy it,” she
said. “It’s not free speech when people pay for it. It's
baoney.”

M DEMOCRACY WORKS! I
We Care, We Count and We Voted!

Civic participationisthefoundation of democracy.
Unfortunately, many individuasinWest Virginiaareleft out
of the democratic process, either from a sense of
disempowerment, alack of understanding of theissues, or
becausethey don’t know their rights.

Encouraging civic participation isamajor part of
OVEC’songoing work. Inour own small way, we help
work on the nationwide problem of declining citizen civic
involvement.

In 2004, thanksto the Janeliaand Public Welfare
foundations, OVEC launched itsfirst-ever voter registration/
get-out-the-vote (GOTV) project, “We Care, We Count,
WeVote.” OVEC'sintern, Scott Straight, and organi zer
AbeMwuaraledthiseffort.

We carried out our non-partisan voter registration
and voter information project in partnership with the
Huntington-Cabell Branch of NAACP and Marshall
(University) Actionfor Peaceful Solutions(MAPS).

Wefocused our effortson Huntington's Didtrict 5,
amgority African-American, low-incomedistrict.

OVEC trained 45 volunteersfor voter registration
canvassing, who devoted hundreds of hourstothe GOTV
project.

We are proud to say weregistered 1,177 people—
17% of al new voter registrationsin Cabell County. ’é‘



Anger at Senseless Death

Boy Killed by Flyrock; Va. Resdents Cite Flawed Regs

Washington Post, Jan. 6, 2005

APPALACHIA, Va —It hurled like acannonball
into Dennisand Cindy Davidson’shouse, right through the
wall of the bedroom and onto the bed where 3-year-old
Jeremy wasdegping.

Thehugeboulder continueditspath, crashingthrough
acloset beforefinally stopping at the foot of 8-year-old
Zachary'sbed. Zachary would befine. Jeremy wascrushed
to death.

A bulldozer operator widening aroad at a strip
mining operation atop Black Mountain had unknowingly
did odged the half-ton boul der that August night. And now,
morethanfour monthslater, Jeremy’sdeathistill being felt
acrossthe coa minesof southwesternVirginia

For many residents, thetoddler’sdeath hascome
to symbolize what they consider the companies and the
state'scalousdisregard for their safety.

“Sincethechildgotkilled, it'ssort of likewhenthe
towers got bombed and the country cametogether,” said
Carl “Pete” Ramey, acoa miner turned anti-strip-mining
activist. “ Thedeath of aninnocent child that had nothing to
dowithwhat’sgoing on hasbrought ustogether. | think a
lot of peoplefed guilty they didn’t do something before.”

...A specia prosecutor isinvestigating whether to
bring criminal charges. The state mining agency hasfined
the mining company $15,000—thelegal maximum—and
proposed changesinthelaw. .. The Davidsons, who have
filed a$26.5 million lawsuit against the mining operators,
arehoping that Jeremy’sdeath will beacatalyst for change.

“I keep asking Cindy, ‘ Why couldn’t we have had
hisbed sitting against another wall? ” DennisDavidsonsad
inaninterview ashiswife sat beside him, wiping away
tears....l don't want my son’sdeathtobeinvain. | want to
see changesin thelaws so that something this stupid and
carelessdoesn't happen again.”

... The hollows outside town, like the one where
the Davidsonslived, were bucolic and peaceful placesuntil

K‘Backinl%, Wmfascisrrwssveep'ngﬁrope,N
| egedary i nvesti gati vereporter Gorge S des
dsserved (inhisbook, Thelards of the Aress) that
‘itispssibdetofad dl thepagded| thetine—
wen gover et and press cooperat e’
Ufatuetdy, vehavereachedthet part.”

K Gry Vbin/ntothe Bzzsav

J

recently. About fiveyearsago, surfacemining sarted moving
from distant mountaintops to the hills directly above
Appaachia, reflecting adramatic upswingin thefortunesof
codl.

Coal produces more than half the electricity
generated in the United States, and expanding economies
inthiscountry and Chinahave created ahuge demand for
electricity. With natural gas prices soaring, coal ismore
competitive. More coal-fired power plants have been
announced in thelast 12 monthsthan in the previous 12
years, according to theNational Mining Association. There
iseven alabor shortage.

Butinthevaleysof southwesternVirginia, ressance
to surface mining has been building asresidents say their
liveshave grown unbearable.

Ramey last year moved away from hishouse of 37
years, beieving that the blasting required in surface mining
was sending rocksflying into hisyard. Dorothy Taulbee
quit sitting on her porch and hanging clothes out to dry
because of dust from coal hauling trucksthat speed by her
house. Since Jeremy Davidson’sdeath, Mary Crow Pace
considersit too dangerousfor her great-grandsonto visit.

“It'sbeen horrible,” said Pace, who lives nearby.
“Theblasting caused so much shaking and rocking when |
was standing inthe bathroom the other day. If | hadn’t been
holdingontothebasin, | believel would havefallen over.
I’ve been here 77 years, and | haven’t seen anything like
this. Itain’t nofunliving hereanymore. It' sascary place.”

...Many residents said they were not surprised that
someonewaskilled, though they never imagined it would
beadeeping child....

Asked why surface mining is permitted near
residential neighborhoods, agency spokesman MikeAbbott
replied, “ Because stateand federal lawsallow it.” Hecited
lawsprohibiting surfacemining within 300 feat of an occupied
dwelling and within 100 feet of apublic road.

... TheDavidsonssay they would be pleased if new
requirementsarising fromtheir tragedy were passed. They
would likethemto beknown as* Jeremy’slaw.”

... The accident has been particularly hard on
Zachary, they said. Most weekends, they takehimto visit
hisbrother’sgrave. Heusudly picksup the ceramic bunny
rabbits the Davidsons have placed among the artificial
flowers.

After oneof their last visits, hetold them, “When
wemove, | don’twanttoliveby ahill. | may benext.” 'ﬁ



Help Counter King Coal’s Massive PR

You' ve probably seen Walker Machinery and other
FOC (Friends of Coal) TV ads about how wonderful
“mountaintop mining” is. While FOM (Friends of the
Mountains) hasn’t the mega-bucks needed to counter these
extremely one-sided adswith TV ads of our own, we do
havethe power of truth and numbers!

The letter to the editor section of newspapersis
oneof themost heavily read, so makeyou voiceheard! No
meatter whereyoulive, weareasking that youregularly write
to your local newspaper, aswell asother papersacrossthe
state and nation.

Try to keep your letters short, about 200 words.
Be sureto includeyour name, town and phone number (it
won't be published; it'sonly used to verify with you that the
|etter isyours). You can get contact information for almost
any paper inthe nation at www.newdink.org/.

Hereand throughout the newd etter are somerecent
lettersto the editors. We hope theseinspire you. You can
al so check the news section on www.ohvec.org, updated
daily, for someinteresting articlesthat just might causeyou
totake peninhand.

For the Sake of the M ountains—Write!

Beckley Register-Herald, Jan. 7, 2005
Plenty to Blame for Travesty of Mining

Moreareto blamefor thetravesty of mountaintop
removal than Don Blankenship, scourge of God, and Bill
Raney, president of theWest VirginiaCoa Association.

Our good Sen. Rockefeller did hispart. Jay’sfirst
appearancein West Virginiawasapoverty warrior inthe
Actionfor Appa achian Youth program, apart of President
Johnson’sWar on Poverty. In hisfirst gubernatorial contest,
Rockefeller ran in opposition to strip mining and was
defeated. When hetried again, he was a dedicated strip
miner. Rockefdller seemed to have gpplied aGroucho Marx
maxim: “ Thesearemy principles, andif you don't likethem,
I’vegot others.”

On March 2, 1977, Gov. Rockefeller testified
beforethe Subcommittee on Energy and Natura Resources:
“Such methodologies as ‘ controlled placement’ and
“mountaintop removal’ should certainly beencouraged if
not specifically dictated.”

Land companiesarecertainly to blame. They don't
have to lease lands to coal companies, especially after

Isthisreally the legacy we want our children and their children to have of West
Virginia? Denuded, otherwor [dly-smooth “ mountains;” non-nativetrees, when they
can get treestogrow at all; and beach grass?

knowing of the impending
destruction, but they doit. |
supposethat they would do
businesswiththedevil himsdlf
if hehad adollar bill in his
band.

Others share the
blame: Govs. Caperton,
Underwood and Wise; the
West VirginiaL egidature(s);
the rubber-stamping DEP;
the West Virginia Surface
Mine Board; U.S. Sen.
Robert C. Byrd and Rep.
Nick Rahall; the Army
Corpsof Engineers...

Thelist of conspiratorsis
endless, but one thing is
certain - coafield residents
aresuffering.

Richard A. Bradford




Campaign; Write Letters To the Editor!

Washington Post, Sept. 18,
2004
Razing Appalachia

Thomas H. DeSabla
[“Appreciating West Virginiaas
Itls,” letters, Sept. 1] said that
“not much grows” in West
Virginias“rocky soil.”

Wrong.

West Virginiaishometo
themixed mesophyticfores, the
most biologically diverse
temperate hardwood forest on
Earth. Federa studiessay it will
take centuries for the forest to
recover from mountaintop-
removal coal mining, whichis
gobbling up huge swaths of
southern West Virginia, eastern
Kentucky, and parts of
Tennesseeand Virginia.

West Virginiaisblessed
with abundant freshwater, which, inthelong run, will prove
to beafar moreimportant resourcefor our state—and for
the nation — than coal. We have the highest regional
concentration of aquatic biodiversity inthe country. Cod
companies have destroyed groundwater and buried or
otherwisetrashed morethan 1,000 milesof Appaachia's
sreamsunder millionsof tonsof former mountaintops. These
streams were crucia to the healthy functioning of
downstream ecosystems.

Mountaintop removal probably accountsfor only
about 5 percent of the coal mined inthe country. We could
cut energy consumption by 20 percent using available
conservation and energy-efficiency techniques. Studiesshow
that alternative energy development alsowill createjobs.
Mountaintop remova unravelstheecological baanceof our
region, and it must end—not only for preserving thestate's
incredible beauty but because humans depend on healthy
€ecosystemstoo.

(e

Vivian Sockman
Huntington, W.Va.

delcialslalei

Giant bulldozer sand dump trucksaredwarfed by the scaleof destruction that
ismountaintop removal miningin Mingo County, WV.

Charleston Gazette, Nov. 11, 2004
Big Business Bought Votes

| never thought the day would comethat | would
beashamedto say | amaWest Virginian. | cannot believe
that the people of West Virginiahave allowed big business
to buy their votes. Justice Warren M cGraw has dedicated
hislifeto serving the people of West Virginia, and thisisthe
thankshe gets. Mark my word, West Virginiawon't bethe
Mountain State much longer, becausetheralling hillswill be
replaced withwhatever A.T. Massey wantsto put there.
You have sold your soulsto thedevil and | hopeyou can
livewiththisdecison.

Margaret Chico-Eddy

Durham, N.C.

Charleston Gazette, Nov. 30, 2004
Stand Up Against Don Blankenship

One would think that after a hundred years of

oppression by greedy coal barons, the peopl e of the West
continued on page 14



Lettersto the Editor
continued from page 13

To imply that we are trying to kill coal may be

Virginiacoalfieldswould stand up and say, Enough! considered damaging andisaninsult to peoplelivinginthe
But instead, they have developed avery bad habit.  coalfidldswho arefighting for their livesand property.
That habit isalack of care, apathy. Don Blankenshipis History hasshown usthat the cod industry hasand
leading acompany that istotally destroyingthe Coal River  will abusethecitizensand the stateif allowed to do so.
Valley. Itishard for meto understand how anyone can sit It isahuge mistaketoloosen regulationsfor the
by and watch their coal and chemical
community be taken industry so the CEO
over by nothing less can make outrageous
than pureevil. and sinful profits,
These same while these
people go to church companiespoison our
and profess to be state’ swater supply.
Christian. Itisnot for A lobbyigt for

me to judge, but |
would like to ask
every personon Coa
River to point to me
the mountain that
Jesuswould blow up.
Which community

thechemica industry
recently tried to get
lawmakers to lower
water quality
standards for our
great streams and
rivers. Coal lobbyists

would he terrorize? g try thisevery year.
Which school would o . | found the
hepoison? L N ' T : study shortsighted.
PO Why won't Thekl))Iastlngrlglnthecenfter ogthlsphotqcoqlmust a_seasly bea The>\l/vaters ofgWest
you stand up for God tombstone or monument for thedestruction it ishelping to cause Virginiawill beinhigh

agang thisevil threat? in L ogan County, WV. demand. Water is

Isit becauseyou think Don Blankenshipisyour salvation?  essentia tolifeandisbecoming more preciousthan gold.
Isit because hethrew money at your church? God isnot Mountaintop remova isdestroying thefutureof the
allowedin our schools. Why doyoualow Blankenshipin  hardwood timber industry in southern West Virginia—timber
our schools? Why do preachersnot shakeloosefromthe  andjobslost for the next 200 years. The northern scenic
devil and unitepeopletofight for Godinstead of worshipping  partsof the state had better watch out.
Massey?

Julia Bonds
Bo Webb Rock Creek
Naoma

Charleston Gazette, Dec. 2, 2004
Charleston Daily Mail, Nov. 23, 2004 Blankenship®s Evil Rooted in Money
Coal Mining Process Will Ruin State’s Water
In reference to Sunday’s story about Don
The Daily Mail editorial about the study of a  Blankenship; asacoalfield resdent, | know wheretheroot
professor fromMassachusettssaid some*“fringegroupskeep  of thisevil begins. Hismoney isthedirtiest money inthe

tryingtokill coal.” Who are editorsreferringto? world. It comesfrom the destruction of our communities,
GroupshereinWest Virginiaaretryingtomakethe  homesand lives.

coal industry mine coal responsibly. Thereisaright way Helikesto makefolksthink that he supportsour

and awrong way. continued on page 16
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Mountaintop minding

Ecologist leads effort to rescue plantson mining, logging sites

Sunday Gazette Mail, Sept. 5, 2004

by Tara Tuckwiller

ARTIE—Unfortunately for goldensed, it likesto grow where
coal and timber do.

It wasunfortunatefor Dean Myles, too. Hisjob as
aninternwiththe U.S. Department of Agriculturewasto
find patchesof theelusivemedicina herbin SouthernWest
Virginiafor researchersto study.

He asked localswho had lived in the hollowsfor
years, many of whom had long harvested medicina herbs
totreat their ownalments. They knew wherethegoldensed
was, dl right. Atleast,
whereit had been.

“Every person |
would talk to said,
‘Oh, yeah, there's
some up on the
mountain, but they’ ve
stripped and timbered
itaway,”” Mylessaid.
“Probably 50 percent
said [the goldenseal ]
had been destroyed by
miningandtimbering.”

Trillium Anditwasn't
just goldensedl. It was ginseng, cohosh, lady’sdlipper and
trillium. Serviceberrry, dogwood, flame aza eaand butternut.
Native plantsthat provide medicine, extracash, or smply
beauty to the people of Southern West Virginia.

Some of the Rl .
plants are quite picky
about their habitat. They
won't grow  just
anywhere. And their
habitat was being
destroyed.

Mylesdecided to
try to rescue valuable
plantsthet lay inthe pathsof bulldozersdl over thecodfidds.
Helaunched the Conservation of Appalachian Medicina
Plants project at Mountain State University, wherehewas
astudent.

Now employed full time by the MSU Medicinal
Botanicals Program, Myles spent every moment he could
thisspring and summer searching out plantsin danger. In
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ACTION ALERT

The Conservation of Appalachian
Medicinal Plants project is interested in
surveying sites that are scheduled for
mountaintop removal, timbering, construction
and the like for plants whose survival is
threatened in West Virginia and/or globally,
such as:

Butternut Dogwood
Ginseng Lady’s slipper
Serviceberry Trillium
Anyone knowing of such sites is asked

to contact the Mountain State University

Medicinal Botanicals Program at

(304) 253-7352, ext. 1687 or

dmyles@mountainstate.edu.

thefall, when the plants are dormant, he and his cadre of
volunteers—someecol ogigtslikehim, and someloca people
whojust want to help—will movethe plantsto safe places
wherethey can be used for teaching.

...Recently, Mylesvisited apossiblerescuesite,
4,000 acreson aremote mountainsidein Raleigh County
that’s scheduled for mountaintop removal. ..." You can see
wherethey took thetop of themountain,” hesaid. Heturned
around and faced the creek that split that ridge from the
next one. That ridge will be mined, too. “It’s like that
everywhere,” hesaid. “All through Dry Creek, Whitesvi IIe

.. It's pretty much one big ; -
surfa:eml ne”

Preliminary results
showthat... if you cut down
the trees that shade a stand
of goldenseal, the extra
sunlight will throw thelevels
of twomedicind akaoidsin
the plant out of whack,
reducingitsvalue.

That is, if the plant
aurvivesatal.

I have now seen

- Lady'sSlipper
firsthand how fast the habitat, popul ations of plants, and
continued on page 23



Lettersto the Editor

continued from page 14

communities. Doesheredlly think that hisinfomercialsare
foolingfolks?

Thelivesof our children aretakeninto hishands
every day, and he carelesdy endangersthem with looming
toxic sludge lakes above their schools. The one behind
Marsh Fork Elementary containshillionsof gallonsof black
muck.

How isthisany better than dlowing achild molester
loosein our schools?

Maria Gunnoe
Bobwhite

daletalelallalel

Coal Valley News
Where 1i1s Economic Development?

Editor:

| am so happy that Mr. Lodatoisa“ proud member”
of Friendsof Coal. But, I d liketo present afew things.

Wehavehad thefact that thecod industry isa*“ vita
part” of thegrowth of our state shoved a usfor many years.
Infact that hasbeen the case ever since coal wasdiscovered
inWest Virginia

If youwill takealook at the countieswherecod is
NOT produced and all the growth and wealth seem to be
there, not inthe southern countieswherecoa issucha“vita
industry.”

Whereisthe economic growth in Boone County?

Where are even fewer businesses here now than
therewere 25 years ago. Economic growth dealswith the
materia wedth of mankind. It meansan economy that hasn't
been stagnating for 25 years, but onethat is successful and
thriving.

Theeconomic growth yourefer to certainly hasn't
founditsway to Boone County.

Theeconomic growthisinthe pocketsof the coal
industry itself - not inthe pockets of the citizensof Boone
County.

Likeall thecoa company commerciasbeing run
on TV, theFriendsof Cod isanother pieceof coad company
propagandabeing used to shore up peoples’ belief that the
coa companiesareour friendsso that wewill smileat them
while they blow up our mountains, build dangerous
impoundments, poison our water and causemgor flooding
wheretheredidn’t used to beflooding.

Instead of touting the“ Friendsof Coa” clubwhy
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not find some economic growth for Boone County that isn't
related to the cod industry, something that doesn'’t destroy
the environment and won't be depl eted within the next 20
years.

Sue Sharps

Peytona, WV

Charleston Gazette, Dec. 5, 2004
Massey CEO Doesn’t Care

It'stimefor West Virginiato wake up and see that
Don Blankenship wantsto abolish environmentd laws, de-
unionize miners, and depopul ate the coafields. He made
$17.6 millionfrom October to November whilethecompany
lost $60.4 million from January 2002 to September 2004.
Hegave $3.5 millionto buy Massey ajudgeand called
it “ For the sake of thekids.”

Meanwhile, inthe coalfieldsheisbeing sued for
causing flooding, destroying water wells, polluting streams
and putting kids' livesin danger with speeding, overweight
cod trucks. Doesthisredly sound like hecaresabout kids?
Heta ksabout the shortage of labor in central Appalachia
al thewhile putting hundreds of experienced union miners
out of work.

So hereitisamost Christmasand heistrying to
make himsalf look good again. Wouldn't it be better for the
familiesto havejobsand food al year long, instead of the
Massey Christmas Extravaganzajust so Donnie can play
Santa? That could happen if Massey wasn't amonopoly in
Southern West Virginia. HO! HO! HO!

Patty Sebok
Seth

Huntington Herald-Dispatch, Dec. 9, 2004
Supreme Court Sides with Industry

Supreme Court Justice Spike Maynard recently
dated the Court’ sguidanceinthe caseof flood victimsversus
coal and timber operators. I’ veinterpreted hisremarksas
| understand them.

- Maynard: “Thiscourt simply doesnot believethat the
day-to-day activitiesof defendantsnecessarily createahigh
continued on page 18



Help UsM akeCoalfidd CommunitiesSafer from Sudge

In 2003, Senator Robert Byrd said, “Breaksin cod
dlurry impoundments can threaten the lives and heal th of

spurring the use of alternative methods of coal-waste
disposal so that we can eventually eliminate coal sludge
impoundments.

arearesidents, destroy homesand
businessesand contaminate water
supplies. Thisdangerouspotential
loomsover coal mining regionsin
West Virginia and throughout
Appaachia”

OVEC, Coa River /
Mountain Watch and concerned

W

We are asking you to
contact your statelegidatorstolet
them know you areworried about
water quality and your own safety
or that of others.

Theonly way legislators
will know what’sonyour mindisif

citizens of Mingo County have
gonedoor-to-door in codfield counties, asking peoplewhat
isontheir minds. Wefound that, no matter peopl€' sopinion
on mountaintop remova coal mining, most are very
concerned about coa dudgeimpoundments.

Many, many West Virginiansworry about thesevast
lakes of coa waste, chemicalsand water that |oom above
thelr communities.

That'swhy both of these groupsand residentsare
collaborating on the Sludge Safety Project (SSP),
www.d udgesafety.org. Weam, with alittlehelpfromyou,
tosour changesthat will result in sefer codfield communities.

The project’s goals
indludeimproving safety for those
who livedownstream from coal
sludge Impoundments,
advocating for the shut down of
the most dangerous
impoundments as quickly as
possible, improving water quaity
for all West Virginians and

ToxicCoal TimeBomb

South Wales Echo (Great
Britain) Nov. 24, 2004

A dangerouscocktail of
metalsand chemicalshasbeen
discovered underneath homesin
acity suburb.

....Above average
levelsof arsenic, lead, mercury
and nickel weredetected in soil

youtell them! Check out the SSP
websitefor plenty of information.

Cod dudgeimpoundmentsarenot necessary. Some
coal companiesused to or are now using alternative, dry
methods to dispose of coa waste. These methods are
currently more expensve than thedudge* ponds.”

For peoplewholiveintheshadowsof thesemassive
impoundments—indeedfor al of us—thiscostismorethan
worth it when compared to the costs of potentia disasters.

If youwouldliketo get involved with the Sludge
Safety Project, pleaseeither e-mail vivian@ohvec.org or
vistwww.dudgesafety.org.  ©

e =g B

£ Bl

samples and ground below
properties... Thehomes...were
built in the 1930s on made-up
ground, including ash and
material |eft after coa wasburnt.

Acidic, mercury laden water (verified by testing)
coal sludge impoundment (the lay of the land allowed usto stand below the
bottom of theimpoundment) in Mingo County. Thewater flows, untreated, into
area streams, then intothe Tug Fork of the Big Sandy River. Drink up!

sfrom the bottom of a




L ettersto the Editor
continued from page 16

risk of flash flooding.”
- Interpretation: “My friend Don Blankenship, who stands
to lose alot of money in this case, told me that Massey
Energy doesn’t causefloods.”
- Maynard: “Also, weare convinced that any increased
risk of flooding which resultsfrom defendant’ sextractive
activitiescan begreatly reduced by theexerciseof duecare.”
- Interpretation: “1f you' reworried about your homebeing
flooded by mountain rangeremoval activity, you should
move, preferably out of the coalfields.”
- Maynard: “Finally, we are unableto concludethat the
great economic vaue of someof theseextractiveactivities,
such as coa mining, is outweighed by their dangerous
attributes.”
- Interpretation: “Cod profitsaremoreimportant thanlives.”
InWest Virginia, justiceisblind toreality, deaf to
thepleasof victims, and dumb asabox of rocks. Weneed
cleandections. Weneedred justiceand courageousjustices
whowill liveuptothetitle.

\Vernon Haltom

Charleston Daily Mail, Dec. 9, 2004
West Virginians Do Not Realize
the Huge Price They Pay for Coal

Whenwill West Virginiansbegintoredizewhat they
redlly pay for coa ? Probably not until every mountaintop of
coal hasbeen removed and much of the statelooksexactly
like photos of themoon (asisalready the casein Southern
West Virginia). Probably not until awhole culturehasbeen
removed and wetalk about it affectionately aswedo the
lost American Indian culture.

Probably not until state government comesclean
and tells us exactly how much we have paid in taxesto
restore bridges, roadsand flooded areasthat were damaged
by overloaded cod trucksand mountaintop remova mining.

Probably not until weredizehow much bribemoney
ispaid by coal companiesto keep legidators, judgesand
preachersinline.

Probably not until much of our cleanwater sources
are depleted and we pay asmuch for drinking water asfor
aningot of gold.

Thehugebillboardsdeclarethat “ Coal keepsthe
lightson.” Onecould easily add, “ Yes, but at what cost?’

Kathryn A. Sone
Charleston

dezialdateleled

Charleston Gazette, Dec.
20, 2004

Lowland Stream
Areas in Danger

I’m so concerned
about why our officialsand
government are allowing
permitsto beissuedto big
coal corporations and not
making them take
responsibility for our
waterways. You cannot
remove mountaintops
without taking respongibility
for thelowland streams.

Itistoo dangerous

for the coal companies to
continued on page 20



OVEC Presents S Galperin the Laura Forman Passion for Justice Award

Julie Archer gave the following (excerpted)
remarks at OVEC's benefit concert, “ Forever WId”
featuring Walking Jim Soltz. Julieisan OVEC member,
a research analyst for Mountain
Sate Education and Research
Foundation and lobbyist for WV
Citizen Action Group.

When Janet asked me to
present this award thisevening |
was honored because | have had
the privilegeto work closely with
Si over the past few years as a
result of CAG and OVEC'sjoint
efforts to get Clean Election
campaignfinancereformpassedin
West Virginia. But | was also
honored because this award is
dedicated to the memory of
someone near and dear to the
OVEC gtaff and many peoplewho
are involved in the fight to stop
mountaintopremova. Anyonewho
knew Laura knew she was
dedicated to saving West Virginia sbeautiful mountainsand
to helping thosewhoseliveswere adversely affected by the
coal industry’ sdestructive practicesfight back ...

Itisfor these ongoing effortsand Si'seffortsasa
dtatelegidator and organizer to abolish strip mining inWest
Virginiathat heisbeing honored thisevening. Duringthe
1960sand 70s, West Virginiasaw adramatic increasein
strip mining resulting inthe effectswe continueto seetoday
asaresult of mountaintop removal mining. 1n 1970, with
the support of then Sec. of Stateand gubernatorid candidate
Jay Rockefeller, S established local chaptersof Citizensto
Abolish Strip Mining. That year, after finishing hissecond
termintheHouse of Delegates, Si ran for the State Senate
onthe strip mineissue and won by ahuge margin.

In 1971, with public support in his favor, Si
introduced abill toabolishstripmininginWest Virginia. At
that time more than 65,000 acres had been stripped and
that number wasdoubling every year. Duringthelegidative
sessionthecoal industry resorted toitsusua scaretactics—
playing thejobs card, even though strip mining accounted
for only 5 percent of the state’sworkforce. Theindustry
saturated the state with ads. Despite protests, petitionsand
widespread public opposition to strip mining, the bill never
got out of committee.

In October, OVEC presented former State
Sen. Si Galperin with theLauraForman
Passion for Justice Award, for his early
wor k toban coal strip mining and alsofor
hiseffortstobringfair and clean election
reform to WV. Julie Archer, OVEC
member, presented thisawar d.
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Instead the legislature overwhelming adopted a
“compromise’ bill which put a4-year moratoriumon strip
mining in 22 of the state’s countieswith no activemining
e andfew strippable coal reserves.
S voted againg thecompromisehill
saying, “In every case, the
legidature showed more concern
for the profitsof strip minersthan
for the preservation of thestate.”

The next big push to
abolish gtrip mining camein 1975,
whentheearlier moratoriumwasup
for renewal. Si and then Sen.
Darrell McGraw amended the
moratorium bill to include nine
provisionsto strengthen the strip
mining and reclamationlaw. The
day beforethelegislature wasto
vote on these measures hundreds
of citizensrallied at thestate capitol
to urge passage of theamendments.
The legislature extended the
moratorium but soundly defeated
theamendments.

If anything, these defeats pushed himto devotemore
time to other efforts he felt were necessary to restore
confidencein government such asopen meetings, campaign
financereform, disclosureand conflict of interest egidation
andfreedom of informationlegidation...

Asl wasdoing alittleresearchin preparation for
this presentation, | was constantly reminded that themore
thingschangethemorethingsstay thesame. Today’songoing
battleto stop mountaintop removal and thefight two years
ago to stop the coal truck weight increase bear striking
resemblancetothebattlethat S foughtinthe 1970sto abolish
strip mining and serve as areminder of the increasing
importance and necessity of Si’s current effortsto help
advance Clean Electionslegidationinthe Mountain State.

S wasingrumenta indrafting thehbill and getting it
introduced at thelegidaturein 2002. For thepast twoyears,
he has served as the lobbyist for the Citizens for Clean
Elections coalition and he continues to give freely and
generously of histime to help us maintain the positive
momentumwe haveintheeffort to changetheway political
campaignsarefinancedinWest Virginia. S deservesmuch
of thecredit for theadvancesthelegidation hasmade over
thepast two legidativesessions. €



L ettersto the Editor

continued from page 18

build dush pondsin thevalleysand take off mountaintops
without aplan on how to control thewaterways.

| fed for peoplethat liveinWest Virginiaand Logan
County.

Peoplewholiveinthelowland areasare not stupid.
We can seein the future what is going to happen to the
peoplethat liveinthelowland stream areas.

Remember what happened in the Buffalo Creek
flood?

Our government is15 yearsbehind. Itistimefor
our government to stand up for the people and take notice
or I’'m afraid that there are going to be hundreds and
hundredsof liveslost and millionsand millionsof dollarsin

property damage.

Denver Mitchell
Wilkinson

Charleston Gazette, Dec. 23
We Must Turn Away from Fossil Fuels

Wethe people of the United Statesare making a
gravemigtakein how our publicfinancia resourcesarebeing
alocated. Instead of pouring hundredsof billionsof dollars
into thewar in lrag, we need to spend thismoney toward
switching our energy-generation away from burning fossil
fuestosolar energy, fud cdllsand other nonpolluting sources.

Our icecapsaremdting, desertsareexpanding and
glaciers are retreating at an alarming rate. These are
documented factsfrom satdlliteimages.

Theworst consequences caused by climatic change,
resulting fromhumaninfluencesmight not beinevitable There
arethingswe can doto lessen therate of climate change
and spare our grandkids from an inhospitable world we
now may becreatingif wehurry.

Becausetheinfrastructure supporting nonpol luting
energy might not be built for 20 or 30 years, the best we
candonow islimit our useof greenhouse-gasemitting foss|
fuds

We can do thisby buying hybrid and other fuel-
efficient cars and buying more modest energy-efficient
homes. We can a so educate oursel vesabout climate change,

contact our environmental groupsfocused onthisissue.

Melvin Tyree
Hurricane

Charleston Daily Mail, Dec. 7, 2004
Professors at MIT Do Not Know W.Va.

So many people have written to complain about
your editoria of Nov. 15, “West Virginiaisan energy state,”
citingtheadvicethat MIT sRichard L ester waskind enough
tocomeand dispense. | believethese peoplemay bemissing
thepoint Lester wastrying to make.

You see, MIT isin eastern Massachusetts, and while
that areahasahealthy, diverse economy —well, we can’'t
aspireto any suchthing herein Appaachia, becauseitamply
isn’'t our place. Our place, historically, hasbeen to supply
cheap power for therest of the nation to industrialize upon.
If we were to forsake that role now, it would be quite
inconvenient to peoplelike Lester.

Lately therehasbeenanugly proposd, for example,
to build awhole phaanx of windmillsout in Cape Cod bay.
According to the Army Corps of Engineers, thiswill not
harm wildlife or add to pollution or global warming —but
justthink what it will dototheview. A very expensiveview,
| might add.

Peoplewho buy vacation homeson thisexclusive
shoreline should not havetheir view sullied by windmills.
Thewindmillswill dso interferewith thefreedom of yacht
travel in the bay. Unacceptable. The least we can do for
themisrip up our mountains so they won'’t haveto suffer
suchathing.

It'struethat the sulfur dioxide, mercury, carbon
dioxide and ozone will flow downwind towards
M assachusetts—but most of it will settleonlessexpensive
real estate, onlessimportant people, beforeit getsthat far.

It salsotruethat the carbon dioxidewill eventualy
causeasufficient risein sealevel that those homeswill be
flooded out — but that’s al so a problem for unimportant
peopl e, peoplewho haven’t even been born yet.

Mary W Idfire

Morgantown continued on page 22
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TheMourning Mountains

by an Anonymous Deer Hunter

After a30-minuteclimbinthedarkness, | stopped
torest afew minutes. Itwas6:45am., Dec. 2, 2004. A
deer blew at me about 75 yards on up the mountain;
somewhere up inthe oak timber, so | decided towait for
daylight right wherel was.

Asthepinkish glow inthe east gaveway to another
day, | found myself unableto concentrate on scanning for
deer, asthetotaly unnatural and ungodly view 600 yardsto
my left dominated my full attention. | was shocked and
Sckened.

The entire uppermost section of theleft side of 4
MileHollow —bordering the Kanawha State Forest, near
Marmet, W.Va. —was gone! Thethousands of giant oak,
hickory and beech trees which stood there for the past
century had vanished forever (see photo on page 24).

Anger, then rage set in. One of the most beautiful,
big-timbered, wildlife-rich hollowsin KanawhaCounty is
now amountaintop remova wasteland. Andtheworldis
expectedtojust accept thisshock and awve campaign againgt
the Appaachian Mountains.

Our stateand federal regulatory agenciesand our
elected politiciansjust turn their headsand | et them get by
with this, in seeming homage to the coal industry’s
propagandaand deceptivedogans. | Love Coal; Cleaner,
Greener Cod; Friendsof Coal; and Mountaintop Mining—
It'stheRight Thing To Do.

Thevast mgjority of therest of theeducated world
—many of whomwereinvolvedinthedraft environmental
impact study (EI'S) on mountaintop removal —thinkitis
simply TheWrong Thing to do. Theresearch confirmed
that approximately 1,200 miles of mountain streamshave
already been buried forever with blasted “ overburden” and
over 1 million acresof the most supremeforestson Earth
have already been or will be obliterated. Forever.

(See  www.ucsusa.org/global _environment/rsi/
page.cfm?pagei d=1442)

Polls have shown that the majority of West
Virginiansare opposed to mountaintop removal. So, why
are we permanently annihilating the landscape of large
portions of southern West Virginia, altering the aquatic
systems of Mother Nature, creating ghost towns out of
dozens of 150 year old communities, allowing apractice
which, withit’saccompanying permanent forest mutilation,
isthedirect cause of the severity of al therecent ravaging
floodsin southern WV, and furthermore, impairing both the
physica and mental well-being of human beingswholive
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near mountai ntop removal projects? (While, promoting, of
al thingstourism!)

Theanswer issovery smple. All of theseatrocities
againgt Earth and crimesagainst society arefor the sake of
acoupleof multi-billiondollar corporationsthat mine coal
using the absolute cheapest method possible, while
employing the absol ute fewest number of workerspossible!

Yes, presently coa provides 52 percent of the
electricity consumed in the United States. But, has
government or industry ever conducted any research to
determineif this52 percent could still befeasibly produced
with time-honored and respected underground mining,
coupled with more easily mined Western coal ?And, how
many morethousandsof coal mining jobswould still bein
West Virginiaand Kentucky if mountaintop removal had
not reared itsugly head?

Folks, it's never been clearer: The Will Of The
Peopleisbeing totally ignored, because of the sickening
greed of the owners and managers of large corporations,
whoimmoraly and unjusily pander their influencewith policy
makers.

When anindustry that hasapproximately 3 percent
of thetotal workforce of an entire state hasthe power to
successfully apped and unfairly overturn every ruling that
federal judges have made against illegal mountaintop
remova practitioners, thenwehavedready entered aperiod
in American history which one of our most famous and
respected presidents warned about many decades ago:
Franklin D. Roosevelt, who said, “The Liberty of a
democracy is not safe if the people tolerate the growth
of private power to a point where it becomes stronger
than their democratic state itself.”

That bringsto mind another famousand respected
President’sstatement. Abraham Lincoln said, “...and that
Government, of the people, by the people, for the people
shal not perishfromtheEarth.”



L ettersto the Editor
continued from page 20

Charleston Daily Mail, Dec. 15, 2004
Massey Gifts Are Cheap Tokens

Massey Energy’s Don Blankenship is hosting
another propagandaevent in hisongoing effort to destroy
the culture, people and environment of Appalachia. This
time he’shaving a Christmas party, complete with Santa
and elves, to distributetoys. | have afew suggestionsfor
moremeaningful giftsthan the chegp tokensof fasecharity
that will be passed out.

Instead of toysand candy, give back themountains
you' vetaken, blasted and desolated. Give back thetrees
you'’ veclearcut, buried and burned. Give back the babbling
streamsand riversthat you' ve polluted, flooded or buried.
Giveback the peace and quiet that you’ ve destroyed with
3million poundsof explosivesper day. Giveback thefresh
air that you' vefilled with coal dust and toxins. Give back
thehollowsthat you' vefilledwith rock, kilndust and billions
of gallonsof toxic sludge. Give back thelives, land and
homesthat you’ ve destroyed with floods.

If you can’'t giveback all thesethingsthat you' ve
takenfromthechildreninyour terrorist campaign of mountain
rangeremovd, your little party ismerely exploiting thekids
for your selfish publicimage. Your hellish Mount Doomlogo
ontheinvitations speaksvolumes.

\Vernon Haltom
Beaver

“Grassroots’ graphic courtesy of www.soaw.org/new/

New DEP Officeis... Interesting

From ane-mail OVEC received recently:

“Have you been to the new (WV Dept. of
Environmenta Protection) building yet ?

“It’s like amaze for observing/training mice ...
multiplelongintersecting hallways, with no protrusionsto
break up thesolidwallsor toindicate officesuntil you come
uponthem...

“It remindsme of the permitting processwherethe
public canwander amlesdy inthehopesof finding that one
little opening where some semblance of assistance or
answersmight befound if you happento belucky enough
to stumbleintotheright one.”
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CALENDAR

Throughout February, OVEC staffer sAbeand Scott
will be organizing lobbying trainings for coalfield
resdentsand others. Please contact them at the office,
(304) 522-0246, to arrange for a training session.
Then, useyour training during the Feb. 9to April 9
legidlative session.

Feb. 7: Marshdl Actionfor Peaceful Solutionsand OVEC
cosponsor aslide show on the Arctic National Wildlife
Refugeanditspreservation. 7 p.m. intheDon MorrisRoom,
Student Ctr., Marshal University.

Feb. 9: The77thWest VirginiaState L egid ature convenes.
The session adjournsat midnight onApril 9. Wewill need
you to make callsand visit the State Capitol on our issues.
Pleasemakesureyouareonthe OVEC e-mail Action Alert!
list and check our website often.

Near Feb. 27: Buffalo Creek Day at the State Capitol.
DetailsTBA. Check the OVEC websiteor call the office
for moreinformation.

March 30: 10:00 am. - 3:00 p.m. E-Day! Join OVEC at
theWest VirginiaEnvironmental Council’ s 16th Annud E-
Day! at the State Capitol. Activitieswill takeplaceonthe
Senateand House Hallsof the Capitol and include: displays
by organizations, sustainable businesses and more;
announcements of our 2005 awardees; |obbying your
representatives, other detailsTBA.

March 30: 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. E-Day! Award Reception.
Stick around after E-Day! and join usfor our annual event
featuring: award presentationsfor the 2005 recipients; live
music; honoring the E-Council lobby team; refreshments;
andlotsof fun!

April 1: TheNational Public Broadcasting Service(PBS)
airs the first hour of the four-hour documentary, The
Appalachians. Check local listings for times. The
documentary includesinterviewswith OVEC staff and other
mountaintop removal opponents. The companion book to
the series, by thesamename, isaready availablein
continued on page 23



Saving Plants

continued from page 15

entire ecosystems can bedestroyed,” hewrote.

“One natural population of goldenseal that |
observedinahedthy forestin August 2003 isnow extinct,
and theforest isadesolate mountain, stripped of itstrees
andwildlifefor acoa mineoperation.”

...Goldenseal, aong with ginseng, is listed in
Appendix |1 of the Convention of International Tradein
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, which
regulatesinternational trade of such plants. In 1997, the

Calendar

continued from page 22

bookstores. A DVD and a music CD, also titled The
Appalachians, will bein storesin March.

April 23: Earth Day 2005.

Summer: Mountain Justice Summer. Take part! See:
www.mountainjusticesummer.org. €

WorldWildlife
Fund named
goldenseal as
one of the 10
most threatened
species in
international
trade.
Goldenseal
growsonly inthe northeastern quarter of the United States,
andusudly only inthingroupsinvery specificmicroclimates
(at the head of an ephemeral stream on anorth- or east-
facing dopewithrich soil that remainsconstantly moist and
isshaded by large deciduoustrees).

Nine states consider goldenseal endangered or
threatened, but not West Virginia

“1 don’t think the state will ever put ginseng or
goldenseal onthe endangered specieslist because of coal
mining,” Mylessaid. “Nobody wantsto stop the production
of cod.” But OVEC aimsto end MTR!

Make a DIFFERENCE! Join a WINNING TEAM:! Get ACTIVE with OVEC!

IC OVEC stopped plans for a toxic waste incinerator in Ohio that would have imported waste from across the nation.

OVEC organizing forced an end to chronic pollution violations at the Ashland Oil refinery in Catlettsburg, Ky.

OVEC led the broad effort to stop plans for the nation’s largest pulp mill, in Apple Grove, WV.

An OVEC lawsuit compelled state government to enforce important provisions of the federal Clean Water Act.

OVEC worked with other groups to stimulate passage of first-step campaign finance reform laws in West Virginia.

OVEC is changing the face of "politics as usual" in West Virginia through our Clean Elections work.

OVEC is committed to bringing an end to mountaintop removal/valley fill strip mining.

Cut this coupon out today and mail to: OVEC, P.O. Box 6753, Huntington, WV 25773-6753
New member or renewal (Dues $15-$30 yearly, pay what you can)

Donation

Please add me to OVEC'’s e-mail Action Alert! list

Name

Address

City/State

Phone

E-mail

For more information call (304) 522-0246 or go to www.ohvec.org
Remember — All donations to OVEC are tax deductible!




Without
your
help, no
placeis
safe
from
MTR.

This mountaintop removal/valley fill mining operation borders the Kanawha State Forest, which boasts over
1,000 species of plants, showcasing the mixed mesophytic forest’s incredible biological diversity — until it is
blown to smithereens, that is. photo by Greg Wood
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