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Goodwin Says No Nationwide Permits

Judge ExpandsRulingAgainst Valley Fills

Charleston
Gazette, August
14, 2004
by Ken Ward Jr.
A federd
judge on Friday
expanded hisduly
8 ruling that
blocked the U.S.
Army Corps of
Engineers from
approving
mountaintop
remova valeyfills
through a
greamlined permit
process.
Uu.s.
District Court
Judge Joseph R.
Goodwingranted
a request by the
Ohio Valley

Environmenta Caodlitionto add sx specificmining operations

totheinjunction.

Goodwin ordered the Corps to suspend Clean
Water Act permitsfor the six operationsif they had not
commenced fill construction asof the July 8 dateof his
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Alittlemoreof West Virginia'sheritage goestumbling out the back of a
massivedump truck (upper left) at avalley fill in southern WV. The U.S.
Army Cor psof Engineer sconsider sthistypeof destruction “ minimal.”

origind ruling.
Origindly,
Goodwin
blocked the
corpsfromissuing
new fill permits
through  the
streamlined
process, but also
blocked 11 other
operationsif they
had not vyet
commenced fill
congtruction.
...In his
original ruling,
Goodwinsaidthe
Corps could no
longer approve
valeyfillsthrough
a streamlined
permit process
meant only for

activitiesthat cause minor environmenta damage.

continued on page 3

Charleston Gazette, Sept. 3, 2004
by Ken Ward Jr. and Paul W Ison

Huntington.

But Bush Says, Not So Fast!

TheBush adminigtration moved Thursday to apped
the latest in a series of federal court rulings to limit
mountaintop removal coal mining... Theformal notice of
appeal was filed Thursday morning in federal court in

continued on page 3



fA Note from Dianne

by Dianne Bady

“Wow that’sit! That's exactly what | need to
do,” I thought, after reading an article that quoted Janet
Fout assaying, “ If you' realwaysfocusing on yourself
instead of others, then eventually you' regoingto burn
out.”

So| called Janet totell her that her wordswere
exactly what | needed.

“But Y OU taught methat, yearsago,” shesaid.

“Oh. | did? Huh. Wéll, then, thank you for
reminding meof something I’ d forgotten.”

I’ vehad plenty of opportunity to be self-absorbed
thisyear. During most of 2004, I’ ve been either very
sick or recovering from two major surgeries. | want to
thank hundreds of you, my dear friendsand colleagues,
for the outpouring of love and careyou’ ve sent to me
duringmy illnesses.

I’ve stared death in the face. I've been
immobilized by physical painand by stark fear.

Please know how much EACH of your
expressions of concern has enriched me. Put together,
your actsand words of care, and your prayers, brought
meout of darknessand into theLight.

I’m now back asOV EC'sco-director, dongside
Janet. Becausel’ m adifferent person now, my jobwill
be somewhat different. With the help of our staff and
our board, my updated responsibilitieswill befigured
out onestep at atime.

& For thisistheway wefrequently work together-

Diannewith oneof her cousin’sgoats.

through thefog, through the thunderstorms, gray skies
and drizzle, one step at atime. Asaways, what will
keep usgoing aretheflashesof brilliant sunshine, the
moments of awe, wonder and hope. The thrill of
woodthrush song and of mountain grandeur. Thecare
for those who walk our often rocky paths alongside of
us—thosewho hel p pull usup whenwefall and stay with
usthrough theinevitable confusion, disagreementsand
less-than-admirablewordsor acts.

And s0, my adventures, our adventures, continue.
| have so very much to bethankful for.

(Dianne had her spleen removed in March and lung
cancer surgery in April. [No, she's never been a
smoker.] Sheisfeeling well and happy. Ed.) j

Voices of the Coalfields

Coalfiedd “terror” eludes authorities

Recent reports of terrorist threats have prompted
meto share my observations. These reportsare not only
true, but thereisaclear and present danger. Terroristshave
taken to the high ground in the coalfields and have
accumul ated weagpons of mass destruction.

President Bush and candidate Kerry have both
recently flown over the coalfields. | realizethey areboth
preoccupied with their respective campaigns, but if they
would have just looked out their airplane window, they
would have seen that the U.S. has been hit again. They
would have had to ask themselves, who blew up those
mountains? And what kind of weaponsarethosethat are
dumping all that debrisinto thevalleys, and ontop of our

fellow American citizens? Ohmy God, look at that. There's
a3-hillion-gallon chemica dump ready to berel eased onto
Marsh Fork Elementary School!

It seemsto methat if either of thesetwo had seen
the carnage be ow, they would havebrought it to the attention
of Homeland Security and every mgjor television network
inthe nation. Either of them could have been touted asa
hero. Alas, onceagain, our leadersare napping whilethe
futureof our country and the hedlth and wefareof our citizens
arethreatened.

BoWebb (astellar volunteer with Coal River

Mountain Weatch)

L etter to the Editor, Charleston Gazette, August 13, 2004



What a SHOCKING Surprise - Pulp Mill Was a Boondoggle After All

In late September 2004, the Charleston Gazette
reported:

“REMEMBER back in the 1990s, when Parsons
& Whittemoreplanned a$1 billion paper pulp mill in Mason
County, but dropped the project amid controversy over
pollution?Well, it’sprobably just aswell, becausethefirm
has gone bankrupt. The town of Nackawic, New
Brunswick, Canada, isin shock. Bizarrely, the company
saditwasclosing thecommunity’spulp mill temporarily for
maintenance and hired 40 contractorsfor that task —then
shut the plant permanently and threw 406 employeesout of
work. Astonished workersoccupied themill inprotest. The

Bush Appeals, Brags to Big Business

following day, Parsons& Whittemore, based in New Jersey,
filed bankruptcy for all its operations. A Canadian
businessman told usthefirm’sactionswereruthlessand
devadtating.”

Good thing indeed! Thiswasthe same project that
West Virginiaofficia swerewilling to do anything to get,
including offering economic “incentives’ of morethan $1
million per job created, advising P& W onwaysto keepthe
unionsout, and generdly acting asP& W'sbully boy inWV.

Thanksto al the OV EC membersand volunteers
who aredtill with usfrom thedaysof fighting off what would
have been the continent’slargest, dioxin-spewing pulp mill.

continued from page 1

By noon, President Bush'stop environmenta adviser
was announcing the action during aluncheon at the 68th
annua state Business Summit at The Greenbrier.

... Inhisdecision, (Judge) Goodwin said thecorps
could no longer approve mining valley fills through a

Goodwin Ruling
continued from page 1

Rather thanthese” generd” or “ nationwide’ permits,
Goodwin said, coal companies must go through more
rigorousindividual permit reviewswhen they proposeto
bury streamswith wastedirt and rock. @
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streamlined permit process meant only for activitiesthat
causeminor environmental damage.

...The judge ruled with the Ohio Valley
Environmental Codlition, and ordered the corpsnot toissue
new Clean Water Act permitsfor valley fillsin Southern
West Virginiawithout individua reviews.

Originally, thejudge a so told the corpsto suspend
“generd” permitsfor 11 existing operationsif they had not
yet sarted valey fill construction.

A monthlater, onAug. 13, Goodwin expanded that
part of his ruling to suspend all such permits where
congtruction of valley fillshad not started as of the July 8
dateof hisorigind ruling.

...JoeL ovett, another of thecitizen group lawyers,
sadtheBushadminigration“ismakingamistakeby sending
thechief bigwig of itsCouncil on Environmenta Quality down
hereto politicizeitsappea of Judge Goodwin'sorder.

“Weknow that West Virginians oppose effortsto
weaken the lawsthat protect our mountainsand streams,
and | am just sorry that the Bush administrationismore
interested inrewarding itscontributorsin the coa industry
thanin carrying out thewishesof the great mgjority of the
state’scitizens,” Lovett said.

Through early August, the Bush campaign had
received morethan $230,000in contributionsfrom the cod
industry, according to the Center for Responsive Palitics.

So far this election cycle, the coal industry has
contributed $1.7 millionto federa campaigns. Almost al of
that money —$1.5million of it —hasgoneto Republicans.

... Theshareof cod industry contributionsgoingto
Republicanshasgreatly increased, from about 62 percent
in 1992 to 92 percent this el ection, the center reports. ﬁ



Reverential Reflections on Mountaintop Removal in WV

by Rev. Mary Ramsay, Stratford, Conn.

For akidgrowing upinthemidst of about 12 million
people, the (wooded) “vacant lot” two doorsdownwasa
wonder. | usedtoretreat to aspecial placeof my ownthere,
and watch the sunlight filter through the green leaves. We
even had salamandersinthe“brook” that ran out of abig
cement pipefrom under theroadway.

| never knew what country-dark wasuntil | visited
New Hampshire at the age of 17. But even that did not
prepare me for the sense of mystery and wonder that |
discovered under the starsinWest Virginia. Themountains
around me seemed to be quietly breathing inthe silence of
thenight, dreaming their own endlessand holy dream. The
only soundswerethestirringsof other living creatures. Not
thedrone of sodium lights, not the buzz of florescence, not
thewhooshing moan of ahighway withitshigh scream of
semis—nothing. Just apeacel had never beforeknown. To
someone from the most densely popul ated county inthe
United States, the mountains of West Virginiawerelikea
homecoming so deeply longed-for, but never visualized.
They werelikeamiracle.

When I first heard about and then saw pictures of
mountaintopremovd, | feltitlikeafis dammingintothepit
of my stomach. Every nervein my body wasinrevolt: it
was so wrong, so obsceneinitsdestructiveness. All over
theearth, past human civilizationshavereached their peak
asthey cut downthelast of their forests—and then those
societies begin to slide into the shadows of history. And
they at least cut downtheir treesfor wood! From thelong-
gone* cedarsof Lebanon” to the ancient foreststhat once
covered Europe, they areall gone, and the center of power
moved westward asthe great forestsfell —westward to the
United States.

| am sickened by the way we are treating our
children’sfuture. What kind of nation destroysitsownlands,
making them uninhabitable, the water undrinkable, the
precioustopsoil thrown away? Have we asanation gone
insane? Ashuman numbersclimb and every future water
sourceisaspreciousasgold, what inthenameof al that is
most vital do thedecision-makersinthesemining companies
think?

| believethat the evil being doneto themountains
of Appaachiawill godowninhistory asacrimeamost as
great asgenocide. For it takesthewater of life out of the
mouthsof futuregenerations. And beyond thelivesof human
beings, the death of mountain ranges matters. The deaths
of countlesshirds, animals—whol e landscapes—matters.
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Theend of old communitiesmatters. Thetearsand prayers,
songsand hopes of the people matter. Thewater —without
which noneof uscanlive, matters.

Come up north and see: it takes alot of water to
quenchthethirst of 14 millionpeople. .. or thebillionsof
human beingsyet to bebornin our grandchildren’slifetime.
We must fight the destruction with every kind of wit, skill
andimaginationthat we vebeen given.

Under the starsin the pregnant silence, heavenis
hanginginthebalance.

Mary Ramsay arranged a New York City area speaking
tour for OVEC board member Larry Gibson last winter.
Mary has been so moved by what is happening here
that she is now arranging a benefit concert for OVEC
and Coal River Mountain Watch in Connecticut. 'ﬁ

Global Warming Costly!

SwissRe, theworld’'s second-largest reinsurance
company, recently warned that the costs of natural disasters
caused by global warming isthreatening humanity with a
catastropheof itsown making. Initsreport on how climate
changeisnearing thetop of the corporate agenda, Swiss
Resaid the cost of climatic disastersthreatensto doubleto
$150 billion per yearin 10 years.

Globa warmingisexpected totrigger increasingly
frequent and violent storms, heat waves, flooding, tornadoes
and cycloneswhile other areasget colder and dryer. 'ﬁ

Get ACtION ALeRtS!

Stay Informed by E-mail: Join OVEC'’s Action
Alert! e-mail list by sending an e-mail with “join
list”in the subject line to vivian@ohvec.org. This
is not a discussion list, so you won’'t be swamped
with e-mails.

Stay Informed by Phone: If you don’t have or
don’t like e-mail, call the OVEC office at (304)

522-0246 and ask to be put on our Call List. We'll
need your name and phone number. Don’'t worry
- we will only call to let you know about major
events or actions.

Stay Informed by WWW: Visit www.ohvec.org
frequently for news and action updates. Check
out our extensive background information in the
Issues section. Look for your friends in the
People in Action section.



Voicesof the Coalfields
Coal Isn't My Friend

by Wiima Seele, Mingo County, WV

One Sunday, agroup of friends cametogether at
our homefor Biblestudy. The passageswe studied seemed
very clear tous. Onepersonsaid, “Why can’t people see
that?” An older man pulled adollar from hispocket and
placedit over thewords. Heasked, “ Canyou seeit now?
Money blindsusfromthetruth.”

Thetruth about mountaintopremova (MTR) isthat
itisthegreediest, most destructiveway to minecoa. Coa
will be mined any way they are allowed to mineit, until
thereisnoneleft. MTRisthefastest way for out-of-state
coal operatorsand afew rich CEOsto get richer —quicker.

Most can’t wait to make amountain of money and
carry the spoilsback home.

Our real mountains mean nothing to them.

Our mountains mean something to me and they
should mean something to you.

Listen! I'vestood onthehill and watched rocks
fdl likerain. I’ veseen gascompaniescut hundredsof trees
and leavethem like corpseslittering theground. Whenthe
rains came, these massive rocks and dead trees washed
off themountain. They floated down Mate Creek and many
other streamsin our county. | watched asmy neighbor’s
bridges, yards, fences, and carswashed off and rolled down
the hollows. | wasgrateful | still had neighbors. | saw
yardsfilled with muddy water. Through thedawn’searly
light, | saw their “Friendsof Cod” signsweredtill there.

continued on page 6

Child Killed by Avoidable Mining Tragedy

Sept. 6, 2004, Charleston Gazette editorial

Inearly-morning darknesson August 20, workerswere upgrading aroad to astrip minenear Inman, Va,,
about 90 miles southwest of Williamson. They shoved rocks, dirt and other debrisover ahillsidetoward homes
bel ow. A rock more than threefeet long burst into the home of Dennisand Cindy Davidson, killing their 3-year-
old son Jeremy ashedept in hisbed. It continued through another wall and landed near the bed of the Davidsons

other son.

Although thistragedy happened in Virginia, it showswhy tough safeguard laws are needed in West

Virginiaand every mining state.

...Lawsareonly asgood astheir enforcement. A week before Jeremy Davidson waskilled, aVirginia
inspector visited themineand found no violations. Given the operation’ sdisregard for the permitting process, we
wonder how thorough Virginia'scheckup was. Did theinspector know that unapproved roadwork loomed?The
U.S. Office of Surface Mining might be ableto determinethat, but OSM officia ssay they don’t plan to double-

check Virginiaregulatorsafter thistragedy.

... Thebureaucratic namefor therock that killed Jeremy is* downd opespoil.” Downd ope spoil isnothing
new to coafield residents, who frequently find rocksof al sizesin their yardsand roads. In 2000, OSM found
that large surface minesin steep West Virginiaterrain frequently violated rulesintended to prevent rock didesand

eroson.

At thenewsof Jeremy’sdeath, coalfield residentseverywherefelt asharp pang of, “ There but for the
grace of God....” People should be ableto put their children to bed at night without fear that their corporate
neighborsare going to cause deadly boul dersto come crashing out of the darkness.

On Sept. 14, the Bristol Herald Courier (Va.) reported that the responsible company, Matt Mining,
must pay atotal of $15,000in fines—$5,000 for each of thethreeviolationsit received after Jeremy was crushed
to death. Outraged by thetoddler’ sdeath, outraged that citizens' concernsabout blasting havelong beenignored
and outraged at thispaltry fine, citizensfrom nearby communities organized aMarch for Change. Membersof
Coal River Mountain Watch, the Sierra Club, OV EC and other groupsjoined the march from Inman, Va. to

Appaachia, Va




Coal Isn't
continued from page 5

| have met the coal companies’ hired puppets —
their job seemsto beto cheat peopleout of their land while
they lieand turn neighborsagainst oneanother. | know this
istrue. We have been locked out of our graveyard—there
iseven alocked gate that blocks the right-of-way to six
acresthat our familiesown. To cod companies, “respongble
mining” meanspaying after thedamageisdone. Thatis, if
the people quit fighting each other and take the companies
tocourt. Thisisapoor excusefor responsibility. | don’t
want their money. | want our mountainsand the right-of -
waystofamily property and graveyards.

If weallow thesethingsto happen and just settle
for money, we' reto blame. Wewould rather blame God
or our politiciansfor al our troubles—they must bevery
tired of that. TheBiblesaysif you have enough faith you
canmovemountains. InMingo, al it takesisenough money.
If our politicianstry to do theright thing, the coa companies
turn most of usagainst them. Just ask Ken Hechler. He
spoke against MTR and our miners almost attacked the
man. Itdidn’t matter that Hechler had worked very hard
for cod miners black lunglegidation.

Coal companies pay to keep peoplelike George
Warren ontheradio. You know George, the voice of coal
companies. Heuseshisartimetoridiculeanyonethat goesks
outagaingt MTR. Hecried, “Don’t bitethe hand that feeds
you!” | know hisquestionsandI’ll answer. YesGeorge, |
have afour-wheeler. No George, I’'m not oncomp. I'm
one of those teachers you make fun of all thetime. The
worst kind—an art teacher. George, | know thetruthwhen
| hear it. | haveeyesto seethebeauty that isbeing destroyed.
| haveavoiceto speak against the propagandathat isdished

Voices of the Coalfields :E:f".
I’m Tired of All the Flooding

Dear Editor,

With al theflooding on Memorial Day and now
againin September, arewegoing tofacethisevery timeit
rains?Logging, gasand mining companies stripping our
mountainsareleaving uswiththemessand mud. It' swashing
out our roads and destroying our homes.

| think most of you think logging, gasand mining
companies could do their jobs without destroying our
mountainsand our homesor having our peopleworry every
timeitrans.

GenevaRunyon, MingoCounty ‘@

outinMingo County.

Cod is'tmy friend. It’'sjust animportant resource.
Wearetoldto bewise stewardsof theland —our mountains
and our heritagearetoo important to sell. ‘ﬁ

Thanks to All the Awesome
OVEC\Volunteerd

Elinoreand Nancy Taylor, Eric Fout, Winnie
Fox, Bert Dieringer and JannaBlanchard, Libby
Cdllicoat, Laura Varney, Chris Worth, Whitney
Eskew, Sdney Twed and Sue Reynoldsfor helping
out at theMulticultural Festival.

Adam Brown, Raph, Grahamand Morgan
Oberly, Md Tyree, and Winnie Fox for hel ping with
mailings. Cindy Goebd for her encouraging words.

Bill Chafin, Irene Frye, Becky Hunt, Moss
Burgess, Denver Mitchell, Rosemary Vidovitch,
Marleneand Jmmy Compton and the many others
in Logan County who are providing theleadership
for ongoing organizing efforts.

Walter and Carol Young, Leroy and Geneva
Runyon, Barbaraand Roby Chafin, Terry and Wilma
Steeleand the many othersin Mingo County who
areproviding theleadershipfor ongoing organizing
efforts.

All thosewho aredoing voter registration
canvassing and tabling and the NAACPfor their
continued partnershipinthisproject. Specid thanks
to Sidney Twed our mogt-registering-canvasser and
Layne Amerikaner and L acey Johnson who have
continued registering voters, eventhough they are
back at school.

Thefolksin Hinton for keeping oneof our
organizersaccountable.

Jeri Fogd for getting and keeping students
interested inthework of socia change.

All those who support our work through
contributionsof timeand money, withaspecid thank
youto Mel Tyreefor hisincreasing volunteerism
aroundtheoffice.

Specia thanks to the NAACP for co-
hosting CORA'sDismantling Racismtraining.

Thelong-suffering driversand passengers
who trekked to Shepherdstown on July 22, withan
extrashout-out to ShepPAC.




New York Times: Friendsin White House Come to Coal’s Aid

(The MTR graphic accompanying thisfront pagearticle
cited OVEC asa source! Excerpts are below.)

by Christopher Drew and Richard A. Oppel, Jr.
August 9, 2004

... “They (Bush administration) generally want to
dowhatever the(cod) industry wants,” said Representative
Frank Pallone Jr., aNew Jersey Democrat... “Youdon’'t
even haveto changethelaw. You can changetheregulations
and don’t do enforcement.”

... Theadminigtration hasaso tried to make surface
mining more economical by making it easier for coa
companiesto blast off thetops of mountainsand dispose of
rubbleinvalleysand streams.

Environmentalistssay such“mountaintop removal”
has destroyed some of Appal achia’ s beauty and polluted
water supplies. They contend that Bush appointees have
shifted the government’sfocusto expediting approval s of
new mining permitsfromlimiting thesizeof themines.

...Over the last six years, coal companies have
donated $9 milliontofederd politica candidatesand party
organizations, and 90 percent has gone to Republicans,
according to the Center for Responsive Palitics.

...Over the last two and a half years, the
adminigration haschanged oneenvironmenta regulaionand
announced plansto weaken another. And when officials
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released anew draft of theimpact statement in May 2003,
environmentalistswereoutraged.

... Thereport found that 1,200 miles of streams
had been buried or damaged over the past two decades.

... Instead, it called for more coordination among
sateand federa agenciesto smplify the permitting process
and minimizeenvironmenta harm.

Asaresult, permitsfor mountaintop minesstarted
flowing againlast year, with 14 approved inWest Virginia,
up fromjust 3in 2002.

But just last month acourt dedt ablow tothe Bush
adminigration’sefforts ina
responseto another suit by

o Mr. Lovett and other
ronrim environmentalists
Judge Joseph R.
“wiws  Goodwinof United States
District Court in West
Virginia barred the Bush
administration fromusing
oneof themain methodsfor
expediting permit
approvals that it had
endorsed in the
environmenta review.

Thejudgeordered
the government to revoke
thepermitsfor 11 minesand
to conduct moreextensive
environmental reviews
before issuing any new
permits.

Catdn | ol B 1 Triwmsn



I DEMOCRACY WORKS! [
New Campaign Aims to Change Political Same-Old, Same-Old

Inarecent press conference, OV EC's Janet Fout
announced that Citizensfor Clean Electionswasbeginning
their new grassrootscampaign for Fair And Clean Elections.
Itsdoganis. “It'stimeto changethe FA CE (Fair and Clean
Elections) of West Virginiapolitics.”

JulieArcher, aresearch anayst for Mountain State

Education and Research Foundation, which analyzes
campaign contributionsfor PERC-WV, provided compelling
arguments on behalf of Clean Electionsin\West Virginia,
emphasizing that specia interestsdominate politicshere.
[l ; Carol Warren, who spoke
on behalf of the WV Council of
Churches, voiced strong support
for this Clean Elections system
that providesgresater participation
for all people in the electoral
process.

“We're paying for it now
anyway,” Warren said of the
cost of corporate-sponsored
campaigns. “ When candidates
have to pay more attention to
raising money than dealing
with theissues, regular votersarelimited to the process
if not through votesthen at least by access.” KrisWise,
Charleston Daily Mail.

Weappreciatethewillingnessof Rep. ChrisO’ Nll,
aMainedtatelegidator, to speak about how Maine'sClean
Electionslaw has positively changed the manner inwhich
legidators campaign and conduct state businessin Maine
sincethe enactment of thisinnovativesystem. (Mr. O’ Nell
wason hand during theinterimsto talk about Maine shedth
caresystem.)

Now, he has to have dozens of small
contributionsfromregular votersto qualify for the state
campaign fund, and he can’t rely on big businessto help

GOTYV - Volunteer Now!

OVEC needs volunteers for our Get Out the
Vote (GOTV) work. We need YOU to help with
phone banks, canvassing, sending mailings,
etc. We’ll offer a short training on GOTV
canvassing and phone banking. Call Scott at
the OVEC office, (304) 522-0246.

Carol Warren, WV
Council of Churches.

pay for awinon
Election Day.
“Now, | have to
go knock on my
neighbors’
doors, tell them
I’m a legislator
and ask if they
think I’ve done
a good job,”
O'Neil said. “I
have to get $5
fromall of them
and explain
‘You're now
vested in the
system, and
we're partners
inthis process.’
It'salot better thisway.” KrisWise, Charleston Daily
Mail.

Maine State Legislator Chris
O'Neil explainsclean elections.

Also our gratitude goesto WV DelegatesBonnie
Brown, Dan Foster and Rusty Webb, who spoke at our
pressconference, giving their support for public financing
of electionsin West Virginia(somelegidative supporters
like Senators Jon Hunter and Vic Sprouse and Del. John
Doyle called to let us know that
they wereunableto attend because
of the need to be in legidative
interimmeetings).

Tolearn moreabout West
Virginia's Clean Elections hill,
check out OVEC’s website —
www.ohvec.org, then click on
“Campagn Finance Reform.”

Youwill find fact sheets,

JulleArgher, recent news, a copy of the
Mountain Sate proposed bill, updates, and other
Educationand pertinent informationregarding Fair
R 555chh And Clean Elections in West
Foundation.

Virginia. If you havesometimeto
gpareor arejust fed upwith politicsasusua andwouldlike
to beinvolved with this campaign contact Janet at (304)
522-0246 or e-mail at ohvec@ohvec.org.

We care, We Cg)unt, WE VOTE!



M DEMOCRACY WORKS! [
Fair And Clean Elections Could Changethe FACE of WV Palitics

by Janet Fout

Fair And Clean ElectionsinWest Virginia. That
surewould bewelcomerelief inthemidst of thiselection
season, wherethere’ senough mud being sung to keep all
the hogsin our nation knee-deep and happy.

WhileFair And Clean Electionsin West Virginia
may not put alid onal theliesand haf-truthsinundating our
publicairways, it doeshavethe capacity to alow candidates
to run on the merits of their ideas and not on how much
cash they can beg for from special interests. It could level
theplaying field and limit spending.

Costs for campaigns are skyrocketing. InWest
Virginia, according to the Peopl€ sEl ection Reform Codition
(PERC-WV), some state Senate racesin 2002 topped out
over $400,000 (a state Senator is paid $15,000). Inour
gubernatorial 2004 primaries, candidatesraised over $9
million, andtheracetothefinishisn't over yet! Most of this
money isn’t coming from regular citizens. Accordingto
PERC-WV, lessthan ¥20f 1 percent of al West Virginians
contribute to campaigns. Special interests who benefit
financially arethe primary contributorsto our politicians
campaigns. My mom awaystold me, “ You get what you
pay for.” Well, unfortunately, specid interestsare” buying’
andWest Virginiansare paying.

In some cases, someWest Virginians are paying
with their lives. Just ask afamily
member of anyone who died after
s>/  beingkilled by an overweight coal

& truck. Our lawmakers' “solution”
tothat serious problemwasNOT

<<“’\ to enforce the law on the books,
= \ buttoraisetheweightlimits. It's
,/\u no small coincidence that

campaign contributionsfrom
the coal industry, trucking
companiesand other coal

'----------------.‘
Vote EARLY, but Not Often! %

No excuses! Oct. 13 is the
last day to register to vote. You
don’t have to wait until Nov. 2 to
cast your vote. In October, (13-15,
18-23, and 25-30) any registered
voter may vote in person in the
office of the clerk at your county
courthouse.

Only you can make
democracy work — so vote early!

‘.----------------'

supportersto thosewho voted in favor of theincrease, far
exceeded thosewho voted against raising thelimits.

Whilemany politiciansswear they arenot swayed
by campaign contributions, only themost politicaly naive
believeshe/sheisnot influenced in somemanner (especidly
if thereare plansto milk the same campaign cash cow when
thenext eection cyclerollsaround).

Inthevery least, wed thy contributorsgenerdly have

no trouble getting access to our
==

lawmakers — not a small thing.
s >

Nevertheless, the potential for

corruption, real or perceived,

isgrest. >,
And so, from one

campaign season to the

next, themoney chaseis NG—

on. Candidates spend

inordinateamounts of

continued on page 10




[ DEMOCRACY WORKS! I

Changing the FACE
continued from page 9

timeraising dough for campaignsfrom special interests
(unlessthey areindependently weslthy).

Frankly, considering dl the seriousissuesaffecting
people svery liveshere—spiraling costs of health careand
prescription drugs, a deteriorating environment due to
mountaintop removal, deforestation and repeated flooding,
poor air quality that triggers many respiratory ailments
especidly inchildren andthedderly, mercury contamination
of our state’ swater so bad that pregnant women are advised
torestrict their (and their children’s) consumption of fish,
thousands of West Virginianswithout good paying jobs,
retirement benefits going down the drain, consolidation of
rural schoolsforcing too many children to endurelong bus
rides (to nameafew mgor issues) —wouldn't citizensprefer
lawmakersspend their timefocusing on finding solutionsto
these kinds of problems instead of always dialing for
campagndollars?

Honestly, candidates arefaced with atough choice
under our current systemfor financing campaigns. Either a
candidate spendstimeraising money from specid interests,
or he/shefacesthe possibility of not having enough money
torunaviablecampaign. Thecandidateiscaughtupina
very flawed system. But thereisasolution that could free
politicians from the bonds of special interest campaign
contributions. It'savoluntary system already workingin
Maine, Arizona, Vermont, North Carolinaand New Mexico
where candidates can chooseto run clean.

How might theface of West Virginiapoliticschange
if weingtituted asystem of public financing fashioned after
thelawsenacted in Maineand Arizona?

Fair and Clean Elections could provide money for
peoplefromal walksof lifewho havewonthepublictrugt,
torunfor officeand get elected. In Arizona, morewomen
and peopleof color havebeen elected to public office. Ina
hedlthy democracy, theviewsat the satehouse should reflect
themany differing viewsof the peoplethat arerepresented.

Indeed, you do “get what you pay for.” Maybe
West Virginianswould get more beneficial laws|F they
hel ped pay for the campaigns. One expert on elections,
N N N N N N BN B B B BN B B B N B B .
Turn someof your trashintocashfor OVEC! #%
Recycleyour ink jet printer cartridges. Call '\”
or e-mail Maryanne, (304) 522-0246, or
mago@ezwv.com, to get your supply of postage-pre-
paid bags.
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reminding usthat e ectionsare supposed to befor the public
good, has said that the small amount of money the public
would spend to finance el ections, relative to the current
spendinginagtate’ shudget, iswhally justifiable because of
thepotentia public benefit.

Fair And Clean Elections holds the potential to
changetheway dected officialscampaign.

At the same time it is changing the way our
lawmakersultimately conduct businessat the statehouse.

Many people now believeit’stimeto changethe
FACE (Fair And Clean Elections) of paliticsinWest Virginia

About 900,000 people are represented by the
organizations involved in the Citizens for Clean
Elections, a broad-based nonpartisan coalition
comprised of environmental, labor, faith-based,
community and good government groups.

(OVEC takes the lead in organizing and
coordinating its efforts.)

[ DEMOCRACY WORKS! 1

Clean Elections—for the Futurel

In Building the Counter movement, Laurie Spivak
of alternet.orgwrites:

“Progressives share a common set of values...
(which) center on our children’sfuture: their hedlth, their
prosperity, their education, and the environment, aswell as
theglobal situation that they inherit. From the pilgrimson
theMayflower to our newest wavesof immigrants, for more
than 300 years, people have cometo Americato givether
children achanceat abetter life.

“Securing that future through forward-looking
policies, bold vision and political reformisthemissonthat
unites progressives. ...most important for long-term
sustainability, progressives must address campaign
finance reform. It’s time to end the preferential
treatment of big business and parasitic lobbyistsin
Washington. America’s broken campaign finance
system is rigged for corporate special interests...
Millionsof disaffected Americansnever bother to voteand
aHarrisInteractive poll found that awhopping 87 percent
of Americans believethat big corporations have far too
much power andinfluenceinWashington.”

Getinvolvedin OVEC' scampaign financereform
and Get Out The Votework! Inour own small way, weare
helpingto makethefuturebetter! @



Another Reason ThereisNo Such ThingAs“ Clean” Coal

After cod isburnedto createdectricity, utilitieshave
to do something with theremaining ash. “ Something” could
beleaving theashin great heaps at power plantsor
trucking it to minesto “dispose” of it.

Thedisposa of power plant waste,
which containseverything presentin cod
—including toxic heavy metalslike
arsenic, leed, mercury and cadmium

—isnot regulated by the federal
government.
That’s bad news,

according to Jeff Stant withthe
CleanAir Task Force.
Dump Wherever

The unregulated
dumping of ash means that
power plants pass on their
troublesto us. They avoid the
costsof building landfillsfor
their wagtesthat haveliners extensvemonitoring, corrective
action requirements, financia assuranceand other standard
safeguards.

Theresultiswater suppliescontaminated with heavy
metas, toxic saltsand radioactivity that haveruined drinking
water wellsand private property, killed livestock, damaged
crops, wiped out fish, reptiles, amphibiansand other life

EPA Wording Found to Mirror Industry’s;
Influence on Mercury Proposal Probed

Washington Post, Sept. 21, 2004
by Juliet Eilperin

For thethird time, environmental advocateshave
discovered passagesin the Bush administration’s proposal
for regulating mercury pollution from power plantsthat
mirror almost wor d-for -wor d portionsof memoswritten
by alaw firm representing cod -fired power plants.

The passages state that the Environmental
Protection Agency is not required to regulate other
hazardous toxins emitted by power plants, such aslead
and arsenic. Several attorneysgeneral, aswell as some
environmenta groups, have argued that the Clean Air Act
compelsthe EPA to regulate these emissionsaswell as
mercury...

“TheBush adminigtration continuesto let industry
writetheruleson pollution, and thisisjust onemoreexample
of how they abusethepublictrust,” (Sen. JamesM. Jeffords
(I-Vt)),said. ©

o<

and probably harmed people.
TheNationa Research Council, whichisa part of
theNationd Academy of Sciences, islaunchingastudy
of theeffectsof dumping power plant wasteinto
coal mines. Environmental groups will be
watching and working to make certainthat this
sudy islegitimate.
And yet another
Emissonsof sulfur dioxide, whichcauses
acid rain, rose 4 percent in 2003. Coal-fired
power plantswere the main source of the 10.6
million tons of sulfur dioxide. That total
compared with 10.2 milliontonsin 2002. L

Coal-Fired Plants Raising
New Health Concerns

by Pamlea Brogan of Gannett News Service
and Jean Tarbett of the Huntington Herald-
Dispatch (Aug. 11, 2004)

WASHINGTON —Acrossthe country, coal ismaking a
comeback to meet consumers' increased demands for
electricity, but anew report indicatesthat it may belinked
to deathsfrom heart and lung disease.

Thereport marksthe Huntington metropolitan area
as the sixth-highest in per capita deaths related to air
pollution.

...TheDirty Air Dirty Power report, aJune study
conducted by agroup called Clear TheAir, indicated that
West Virginia had the highest per capita death rate from
health problemsrelated to coal-powered energy plants.

Kentucky had the second-highest, and Ohio had
thefourth-highest, according to thereport. Charleston was
ranked has having thefourth-highest per capitadeath rate
for ametropolitan area, and Huntington the sixth-highest.

TheEnvironmenta Protection Agency estimatesthat
in 2002, coal-fired plantsaccounted for:

O 63 percent of the nation’s sulfur dioxide emissions, a
major causeof acidrain.

O 40 percent of mercury emissions, which can causebrain
damageinfetusesand neurologica problemsin children.

O 22 percent of nitrogen oxide emissionsthat cause smog.

The study released by Clear the Air, an
environmenta codition, found that pollution from coa-fired
power plantsislinked to 24,000 deathsannually. That's
more than the 20,000 peopl e killed each year inhomicides

continued on page 16



M ountaintop Removal /VaIIey Fill

M ountaintop
removal continues to
make the news all
acrossthenation!

Herearejusta
few of the recent
mentions...

Clotheslines
or Coal
Crimes?

Author Bill
Mckibben made a
modest proposal in a
column for the July 12
Fort Worth, Texas,
Sar-Telegram:

“If you're
wondering what (prior
to Nov. 2) you can do
about our deadly
dependenceonforeign
energy, or about ever-
rising utility bills, or
about theflood of carboninto theatmospherethat’ssteadily
raising temperatures, here’'soneanswer: Let air and sun
and wind do their job.

“To be specific, buy 50feet of clothedineand a$3
bag of clothespinsand become asolar energy pionesr.

“The average American family devotes 5 to 6
percent of itsannual € ectric budget to themotor and heating
coilsinsdeitsclothesdryer.

“Undampening your sockstiesyou into the vast
world energy grid, withitslegacy of mountaintop-removal
coal mining, terrorist-vulnerablenatural gas pipelinesand
al theredt...(t)heclothedineisthemost e egant solution to
the problem of drying clothesin good westher.

“Andif it torms?Just leavethem up until they dry
again—you'll be ableto boast about rain-washed clothes.

“If weadll used clothedines, wecould save 30 million
tonsof coal ayear or shut down 15 nuclear power plants.
Andyou don’t havetowait to start.

“Yourscould beup by thisafternoon.”
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In Logan County, acoal truck rumblespast aformerly-quiet mountain cemetery, hauling
alittlebit moreof Appalachiaaway. | n thebackground, themountaintop removal mine
that isrelentlessly creeping down thevalley.

Ignoring a Mountain of Science

In July, the Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS)
released areport documenting ahost of new examplesin
which Bush officialshaveinappropriately interfered with
scientificjudgment to support the president’ spredetermined
agenda.

News stories about the report that appeared in
papers nationwide noted that, among other things, the
administration has suppressed informetion on environmental
damagefrom mountaintop remova:

“Theadministration has al so shown no rel uctance
to shape scientificfindingsin servicetoitspolitica agenda
Inonecase, Deputy Interior Secretary J. Stephen Griles, a
former lobbyist for the mining industry, directed agency
scientistsand staff to drop any consideration of alternatives
that could minimizeenvironmenta damagefrom mountaintop
mining, which theadministration was seeking to boost. ‘We
wereflabbergasted and outraged,” one high-ranking staff
scientist at the Fishand Wildlife Servicetold UCS.”



Srip Mining In The News

Madly Moving Mountains

Accordingto Roger LeBaron Hooke, aUniversity
of Manescientist, humansare surpassing other natura forces
(rivers, wind, oceans, glaciers) asearth movers. Hefinds
thisachievement troubling, and other scientistsaretaking
note.

“One might ask how long such rates of increase
can be sustained and whether it will berational behavior or
catastrophethat bringsthemto an end,” Hooke noted. “I
wonder how much longer we can continue making amess
of theplanet.”

Among theenvironmenta problemslinked tothese
activitiesareacid minedrainage and river sedimentation.

Mountaintop removal, atechniquefor stripmining coal in
the Appalachian coa belt, resultsinthe destruction of river
valleys, headds.

Battling the Big Shots -
And Winning!

by Jm Hightower

For thosewho sit around whining that the Powers
That Be are just too powerful, so there’'s no use even
bothering with battling the b* * tards—take note and take

continued on page 14

Southern West Virginia beautification projects, King Coal style- mountaintop removal strip mining, valleys
filled up with trees, soil, small crittersand other assorted “rubble,” and the ever present sludge lakes, haul
roads, dust and noisefrom theconstant blasting ... need wegoon?



MTR In The News

continued from page 13

heart...

Firsisacoditionof environmenta =

and citizen groupsintheWest Virginiaarea h_:. T—

that hasbeen battling the cod-industry giants.
For years, these groups have been trying to
stop theindustry from using adevastating,
disgugting, andjugt plandumbmining practice
cdled” mountaintop removal.”

Instead of tunneling into the
mountainsto get at the coa, the corporations
smply blow upthetopthird of themountains,
shove the rubble into valleys and streams
bel ow, then scoop out the coal.

Not only is this unbelievably
destructive, but, thanks to the coalition’s
determined push, afederal judge has now
ruled that the permitting process that
rubberstampsthisabominationisillegd.

Mercury, Coal and Human Health

Sunlight and shadowsplay over adevastated WV landscape.

A Mother’sSatement on theEffectsof M ercury Poisoningon Children

On Sept. 8, we held apress conferenceto locally
releaseanew report on mercury emissionsfrom coal-fired
power plants. Expectant mother and OVEC volunteer Libby
Callicoat joined OVEC staffer Abe Mwaura, the Ohio
Environmental Council’sJack Shaner andtheOhioB.A.SS.
Chapter Federation’s Jim Dossin detailing the effects of
mercury on fish and, ultimately, human health. Here's
Libby sstatement:

“In11weeks, I'll begiving birth to my first child.
Asamother | have cometo know thefearsthat awoman
has when she'strying to have ahealthy baby intoday’s
world. Asmany of usarelookingtotheMiddle East asthe
pinnacle of terrorism and evil, mothers seeterror herein
our food, our air, our water and our land. Mercury
contamination in our environment, especially in our food
chain, has become a dark cloud hovering over each
developing fetus and young child. We now know that
developing fetusesand children arethemost vulnerableto
theeffectsof mercury contamination. Thethreatisso severe
that the government and other groups such asthe National
Academy of Sciencesrecommend that pregnant and nursing
mothersnot eat morethan 6 ounces of fish per month.

“Thehedth effectsof mercury contamination are:
£ Impaired memory
£ Mental retardation
2 Reflex and visual abnormalities
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2 Seizuredisorders

2 Cerebral palsy

2 Blindness and deafness
2 Loss of motor function
2 Lowered IQ

2 Abnormal muscle tone

“The EPA estimatesthat 630,000 children may be
borninthe USevery year with neurological problemsdue
totheir in-utero mercury exposure. That’ sabout 16 percent
of the4 million childrenbornevery year.

“Weadll know asadultsthat it snot getting any essier
tofindyour way intheworld. And for thosekidspoisoned
by mercury, theworld will aways be acontinuous maze
with roadblocks in the form of physical and mental
disabilities, reliance on others for basic needs, and the
diminished ability toreach their dreams. Weareeveryone
responsiblefor thisinjustice. Our lack of action and our
shortsighted policy in generating el ectricity isrobbing our
children of their right to freedom, justice and the pursuit of
happiness.

“1 am asking each of you to do your part to makea
difference—start today by conserving your useof eectricity
at home and end by converting our source of electricity
from coa -fired power plantsto aternative energy sources.

“Thank youfor your time.

“l amamother and my nameisElizabeth Cdlicoat.”



Say What You Want,

Mountaineers Do NOT Support MTR

by Cindy Rank
Chair, West VirginiaHighlands Conservancy Mining Committee

“Do West Virginiares dents oppose mountai ntop
remova mining?’

It'shard to believe that we should still be asking
that question.

After reading the scientific reportsand predictions
inthe Draft Mountaintop Remova/\Vdley Fill Environmentd
Impact Assessment (DEIS), after years of reports of
devastating floods and disappearing communities and
familiesuprooted fromtheir ancestral homes, after Sgnificant
legdl victoriesinthecourts, after watching hundredsof brave
individual s speak and demongtrate against the practice that
isdestroying their livesand livelihoods, we SHOULD be
asking why thisextremeform of mining can beallowedto
continue.

However, the coal industry continues to fund
massive campaignsto tell theworld that coal iswonderful
and that coal isabasic necessity for lifeasweknow it and
that any meansof getting that coal out of the ground and
into our lightbulbsisgood for everyone. Industry’srecent

o
¥

\oices of the Coalfields
MTR NOT “Sustainable’

Heartwood' sAndy Mahler submitted thisletter to
the editor of the Louisville Courier-Journal:

Inarecent letter, J. Steven Gardner of Versailles
(Ky.) offered hisprofessional opinion, “asan engineer and
scientist ... that mountaintop mining is one of the best
examples of sustainable development intheregion.” If
obliterating mountaintopsand dumping therubbleinto some
of the most biologically diverse streamsin Americais
“sustainable,” then theword haslost all meaning. | have
witnessed the devastation (yes, that istheright word) at
first hand and consider it to be the most destructive
peacetimeactivity in human history. Werethisdesecration
of our land, our communities, and our heritage thework of
aforeign power (rather than powerful corporationswith
friendsin high places) it would rightly be considered an act
of war. Tragically, itisjust businessasusual for Old King

Greet |etter, Andy! L etterstotheeditor areexcellent
tools—usethem!
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King Coal,

AR

“cleaner and greener” and
“coal keeps the lights on”
campaignsarewont toimply
that all West Virginians still
worship at the feet of an ever-
beneficent King Coal and that we
support whatever it takesto get the coa
Out.

Of course, industry’ sassertions
don'’t ring trueto anyonewho has seen
first hand or heard about the impact
mountaintopremova miningishavingon
the people and resources of the areas
wherethepracticeisoccurring. But the
fact remainsthat industry continuesto
clamthat it'sonly afew disgruntled
miners, a handful of community
dissidents and some radical
environmentalists that oppose
mountaintop remova miningand not a
majority of West Virginians.

This ludicrous assumption has once again been
proven false by arecent poll about mountaintop removal
mining and environmental attitudes commissioned by the
Appaachian Center for the Economy and the Environment
and conducted by thehighly respected nationa pollingfirm
Lake, Sndll, Perry & Associates.

(Asmost readersknow, theAppa achian Center is
thelaw and policy group that hasaided the West Virginia
Highlands Conservancy, OVEC and other citizen and
environmenta groupsinappedsandlitigationagaing illega
and devastating mine permits.)

Theresultsof thepoll fully support thebelief
that a solid majority of West Virginia residents DO
NOT SUPPORT mountaintop removal coal mining!
And indeed, many of those who oppose the practice
are STRONGLY OPPOSED to the practice.

The strength and depth of these poll results
prompted Daniel Gotoff, vicepresident of Lake, Snell, Perry
and Associatesto say, “ Rarely do we see such unanimity of
opposition. Acrossthe state, a solid majority of voters
opposesthe practice of mountaintop removal, and thereis
remarkable intensity to that opposition. Furthermore,
candidatesfor elected office should take heed, as many

continued on page 16



MTR Poall

continued from page 15

voterssay they will consider acandidate’ s opposition on
thiscrucid issuewhenthey cast their ballots.”

The survey was conducted June 13-15, 2004.
Professional interviewerstalked by phonewith 500 likely
votersin West Virginia. Results of the poll reveal solid
opposition to the practice of mountaintop removal mining
and show that opposition to be broad and deep, acrossall
demographicsgroupsand every region of the state:
© By a nearly 2 to 1 margin, likely voters oppose
mountaintop removal mining (56 percent opposed, 29
percent favored and 15 percent were undecided).

# Among the 56 percent who opposed the practice, 39
percent strongly opposed. Among the 29 percent infavor,
only 12 percent strongly favored.

& Among men and women, under and over 50-year-olds,
across al regions of the state, in union and non-union
households alike, responses from all groups showed
between 53-65 percent opposed and 17-32 percent in
support. No one group defined by age, gender, location,
etc., supported rather than opposed MTR.

Thepoll so showsthat votersareoverwhemingly
concerned about thefindingsof federal government studies
that describe theimpacts of mountaintop removal onthe
state’ senvironment. After theinitial questionsabout MTR
summarized above, participantsin the survey wereread
severd of thefindingsfromtheEIS.

& Upon hearing that if new limits are not placed on
mountaintop removal, the estimated area that will be
stripped by theend of the decade encompasses 1.4 million
acresof forestsmountainsand streams (over 2,200 square
miles), 79 percent are concerned and only 18 percent are
not.

2 Upon hearing thefinding that more than 1,200 miles of
streams in Appalachia have already been buried or
destroyed by mountaintop removal coa mining, with
another 1,000 milesprojected for burial and destructionin
thenexttenyearsif limitsarenot placedonM TR, again 78
percent expressed concern.

After hearing more about mountai ntop removal,
participants in the survey were told that many people
responding to suchasurvey changetheir mindsat theend
of the survey and were re-asked the question about their
opposition or support of the practice. A full 66 percent
expressed oppositionto the practice, only 26 percent till

expressed support and 8 Hey Gov. Bob,
percent remained unsure.

In addition to STOP MTR!
guestions about

mountaintop removd, the

survey asked West Virginianstheir
opinion of current environmental
policies and laws, as well as their
thoughts on the Bush
administration’shandling of
environmenta issues. /-

In response, a '&
mgority of theWest Virginians
polled said that they supported I
strengthening current environmental lawsand 60 percent of
those questioned reported being strongly opposed to
changes madeto federal environmental lawsby the Bush
adminidration.

Morepoll resultscan befound at www.gppdachian-
center.org. Check it out.

Rumor hasit that the coa industry has conducted
their own polls, but al we veseenisincreased PR, intruson
into the public schools by the coal-sponsored CEDAR
program, and more permitscoming faster every day. 'ﬁ

*Yes, we know raccoons can't talk. But if they could ...
Power Plants
continued from page 11

and the 17,000 killed each year by drunken drivers,
according to thereport. The study found that 22,000 of the
deaths could beavoided using thelatest pollution controls.

...\West Virginiaclamedthe highest per capitadeath
rate, with 33.1 of every 100,000 people dying from heart
or lung diseasethat could belinked to coal emissions.

“Onceagain, we'reNo. linadreadful thing,” (said
Vivian Stockman, project coordinator withthe Ohio Valey
Environmentd Codition.) “ Thisreportisredly anexclamation
mark and an underline of what we' vefeared for alongtime
about cod fired power plants. It screamsout that wered ly
need to addressthe pollution problem serioudly.

“Whenwethink of cod, wethink of cheap energy,
but the report shows how terribly expensiveitisfor our
hedlth and our children’shealth.”

When you're finished with this newsletter, please pass it on!
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OVEC and NAACPPartner at Tri-SateM ulti-Cultural Festival

by Janet Fout

Huntington’sbeautiful Ritter Park wasa reedy abuzz
with activity when we arrived to set up our tent early on
September 4. Weknew the park’ sshadewould bewelcome
on what promised to be a scorching reminder it was
technically still summer. Eric (Fout), Scott Sraight (OVEC's
intern), and | were already breaking asweat!

Asin previousyears, OV EC and the Huntington-
Cabell Branch of NAACP shared tent and table space.
SylviaRidgeway arrived early to bring NAACPliterature.
Thishard-working lady was scheduled for double duty —
first at OV EC'stable and then with the Ebenezer United
Methodist Church.

Our volunteers, some of whom worked lateinto
the evening, included board members Eric Fout, Elinore
Taylor and Winnie Fox, and membersNancy Taylor, Janna
Blanchard, Burt Dieringer, LoraVarney, Libby Callicoat,
and Sidney Tweel. Someof thesefolkshave beenleading
OVEC'svoter regidraiondriveand saw the Tri-State M ulti-
culturd Festiva asan ancther opportunity to get morepeople
registered to vote. We had asteady stream of visitorsas
our volunteers not only registered new voters, but also
provided information about OV EC’swork to stop/curb

Lora Varney, an OVEC volunteer, explains voter
registrationtoanew registrant at theTri-SateMulti-
cultural festival.

Haiti FloodsLinkedto Deforestation

Denuded of the vegetation that oncelocked fertile
mountain soil torocky hillsides, Haiti suffersflooding after
every dgnificant rainfal. In May, the start of the six-month
rainy season, wallsof mud swept away wholevillagesinthe
rural southeast, leaving morethan 3,000 dead or missing.
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mountaintop removal and sold our T-shirts, tote bags, hats,
and the new Moving
Mountains CDs.

We listened
tosuchdiversemusic: s
Mariachi Azteca |4
2000, Sackcloth2joy,
jazzand bluegrass. A
youth ensemble
performed [N
interpretive dance, NAACP'sSylviaRidgeway.
massagethergpitsgavefreemassages, aMarshdl Universty
club demonstrated martial arts, and children got to seea
puppet show. One of themost popular booths, organized
by Sachilko Watawbe and HarukaHamaguchl (Who teach
Japanesea thepublic
high schools) let
people try on
Japanese kimonos,
learn to write one’'s
namein Japanese, or
make an origami
sculpture,

Thanks to
our volunteers for
making OVEC’s
participation in the
Tri-State Multi-
Cultural Festival
successful!

Free CollectibleWhen You Join OVEC

OVEC 4till has afew of the hand blown West
Virginiaglass Chrismasornamentsmade by Pilgrim Glass
(now acollector’sitem) and desgned by measter glassartisan,
Kelsey Murphy.

Etched on these ornaments is Bloodroot,
Sanguinariacanadensis, aWest Virginiawildflower.

OVEC is offering this ornament FREE with a
member ship (or member ship renewal) of $60 or more.

We also have alimited number of Wood Thrush
and Jack-in-the-Pulpit ornaments, designed by Ms. Murphy
and manufactured at Glassworks (also now closed). Just
let usknow which ornament youwould liketo receive.

Toorder: Cal Maryanneat (304) 522-0246 or e-
mail her at mago@ezwv.com. Inthesubject lineof thee-
mail write“ Specid Membership Offer” €

Internatlonal students from
Marshall University taught
oragami and offered kimonos
for folks to try on during the
Festival. Thisbusy booth wasa
hit with kids!



Highway to Hell

The Role of M ountaintop Removal in Economic Insecurity and

Homeand Destruction

by Vivian Sockman

As soon as students in ShepPAC at
Shepherd University heard that the West Virginia
Cod Association was promoting astate-sponsored
workshop coming to their town, the students
contacted OV EC and Cod River Mountain Watch.
Together, we organized ademonstration to counter
thelatestin WV Governor Bob Wise'sEnergy Task
Force Energy Roadmap Workshop Series—*“The
roleof coal ineconomic and homeland security.”

We wanted to make certain that people
know that an energy roadmap which includes
mountaintop removal / valey fill cod miningisno
highroad to thefuture, but isinstead aHighway to
Hdll.

Thereisnoeconomic security indestroying
ecosystem serviceswhich support our livesand
culture. There is no homeland security when
thousandsof tonsof explosivesare unleashed upon
theAppalachian M ountainseach day. Thereisno
homeland security when your homeisdestroyed by floods
raging off denuded mountains, when your community is
driven away by blasting.

Other groupsjoined usto make certain Americans
understand other waysour continued heavy relianceon cod
isharming our health and our futures.

For instance, Tri-State CitizensMining Network
described the stream-eating, building-wrecking, union-
busting ravagesof longwal mining. Citizensfor Alternatives
to Longview Power reminded usthat, comparedto al other
statesin the country, West Virginians havethe highest risk
of dying from heart diseaseand lung cancer caused by power
plant pollution. Pollution from these coal -fired plantscan
cause or worsen heart disease, asthma, lung cancer, and
other lung diseases. In addition, theseplantsrel ease mercury,
which can cause brain damagein babiesand children.

Chesapeake Climate Action Network delivered a
ton of coal, which marked the both the beginning and end
of theHighway toHell.

Onthevery hot and humid July 22, about 60 people
rallied alongsidethefootball field at the Shepherdstown
Middle School, closeto the Clarion Hotel wherethe coal
cronieswereengaged intheir mis-information marathon. At
our event, coalfield residents spoke of the horror of living
near mountaintop removal operations. Musicians Ryan
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Telling the truth whether Big Coal wanted to hear it or not,
mor ethan four dozen peoplerallied on July 22 near the hotel
wher etherethe” coal guys’ werehavingtheir mis-information
mar athon in Shepher dstown.

Harvey and Andrew McKnight presented rousing songs
about injustice and activism against injustice. We posted
sgnsmarkingtheHighway toHdl. Asusud (despitegruding
transportation glitches), we had loads of fun while getting
OUr message across.

Remember, if weobey the Stop Signs (Stop Global
Warming, Stop Mountaintop Removal) and Yield to
Alternative Energy, we can get off the Highway to Hell and
onto theroad to asane, safer future.

Moving Mountains Release Party in
Shepherdstown Benefits OVEC, CRMW

Dozensof membersof Cod River Mountain Waich
and OV EC trekked from the coalfiel dsand Huntington to
Shepherdstown, WV as guests of Shepherd University
studentsactivein Shepherd Progressive Action Committee
(ShepPAC).

Appalled by mountaintop removal, the students
wanted to help. They conceived of an awareness- and fund-
raiser event for our groups on July 21, followed by a
gathering to counter Big Coal’s propagandaon July 22.

When singer/songwriter Andrew McKnight, who
isonOVEC sActionAlert e-mail list, heard about the plans,
he rallied fellow musicians on the Moving Mountains:
\oices of Appalachia Rise Up Against Mountaintop

continued on page 20



Historic Blair Mountain Prepares for Its Last Sand

by Regina Hendrix, OV EC board member

InJduly 1921, Matewan mayor Sd Hatfield wasshot
and killed onthe stepsof theMcDowel | County Courthouse.

Ascaptured inthemovie Matewan, Hatfield wasa
fervent supporter of cod minersandtheir effortsto unionize.
Hismurder gavanized miners smmeringfrugtrationintoan
armed protest to unionizeWest Virginia'scoa mines.

The shooting war that followed in Logan County
during August and September of 1921 becameknown as
theBattleof Blair Mountain, where 10,000 coal minersrose
up against state officialsand armed federal troopsin an

undeclared civil war that lasted ten days.

Although the battledid not achievetheimmediate
goal to unionize the Logan coalfields, the United Mine
Workersof Americawonamoral victory, asthe public at
largelearned of theeveryday injusticesendured by working
men and womeninasocio-politica environment dominated

by private, coa company interests.

Thesepoalitical, economicand cultural forcesshaped

the power structure of 20" Century America.

Unioneffortsintheareawereeventudly vindicated
with the 1933 passage of theNational Industrial Recovery
Act, whichlegdizedtheright of coal minerstojoinaunion
without thefear of reprisalsfrom mineownersor operators.
Widespread unionization followed in the West Virginia

codfieds

Several recent events have heightened local and

nationd interestinthedteof thebattle:

4 Robert Shogan, an author of national prominence, has
just released anew book, The Battle of Blair Mountain:
The Sory of America’s Largest Labor Uprising. He
visited Charleston, Charles Town, and L ogan in June 2004

to promote the book and to tour the battlefield site.

4 The Jefferson County Preservation Allianceto Save Our
Heritagehasbeen working for the past threeyearsto prevent
thedemoalition of the historic jailhouse where anumber of
theBlar Mountain cod miners, induding lesder Bill Blizzard,

wereimprisoned prior to their treason trial in 1922.

4 Route 17 in Logan County hasbeen designated aNationd

Scenic Byway.

But thehistoric Ste of the Battleof Blair Mountain

remainslargely unrecognized and unprotected.

Latelast year, | met Kenny King, an OVEC member
and aresident of Logan County whose ancestorstook part
inthisbattle. Kenny hasbeen exploringtheBlair Mountain
areaand documenting artifactsfrom thissitefor over 10

years. Hehascompiled animpressiverecord of theartifacts
that still dot the battlefield’slandscape.

Since 1980 there have been severd effortsto have
thedteof the Battleof Blair Mountain desgnated anHigtoric
Place. For variousreasons, noneof these effortshave been
carried to asuccessful conclusion.

In order to present an application for the National

continued on page 20

ACtION ALeRt

Letters of support to your congressional
representatives will enlist their assistance in preserving
this site of West Virginia history. Talking points:

4 The battle of Blair Mountain is one of the most
significant historical events in West Virginia.

4 We have always treated our battlefields with respect.
4 The battle of Blair Mountain was the first time that
airplanes were deployed in an industrial dispute.

¢ There is currently a lack of recreational land in Logan
County. Historic preservation would supplement Chief
Logan State Park.

4 Historical preservation listing would complement the
designation of Route 17 as a scenic byway and will
enhance tourism in Logan County.

4 There are currently plans to preserve the site of the
trials at the Jefferson County Courthouse. Preservation
of the battleground completes the honoring of this
event.

4 The Battle of Blair Mountain has had a lasting impact
on the lives of many residents, not only in Logan

County, but throughout the entire state of West
Virginia and surrounding states.

4 Listing as an historical landmark will provide
permanent protection for an important labor history
site.

ADDRESSES:

Senator Robert C. Byrd, 311 Hart Senate Office
Bldg., Wash., D. C. 20510-4801
Senator John D. Rockefeller Ill, 531 Hart Senate
Office Bldg., Wash., D. C. 20510-4802
Congressman Alan Mollohan, Rayburn House
Office Bldg., Wash., D. C. 20515-4801
Congresswoman Shelley Moore Capito, 1431
Longworth House Office Bldg., Wash., D. C. 20515-
4802
Congressman Nick Rahall, 2307 Rayburn House
Office Bldg., Wash., D.C. 20515-4803

When you write, please forward a copy for
the record to: Regina Hendrix, 1637 Quarrier St., Apt.
3, Charleston, WYV, 25311. E-mail:
reginal936@verizon.net. (304) 343-5211.



Blair Mountain

continued from page 19

Register, Kenny needed ass stance with themapping, aerid
photography and the historical narrative.

That assistanceisnow being provided by Friends
of theMountains, acoalition of environmental groups of
whichOVECisamember. (TheFOM group megtsmonthly
to coordinate efforts and activism against mountaintop
remova in Appaachia).

The FOM coalition has procured the services of
Frank Unger, a historian from Walton, WV. Frank and
Kenny havedonetheresearch, themapping and thehigtorica
narrive, which hasbeen submitted tothe WV StateHigtoric
Preservation Office for preliminary review and
recommendation.

Theapplicationwill be presented to the Archives

and History Commission.
TheCommissionwill make

a recommendation to the |

National Park Servicefor
placement of thissiteonthe
Nationd Regigter of Higtoric
Places.

We are indebted to
Susan Lapisof Southwings,
who volunteered to fly our
photographer, Chuck
Wyrostock, over the battle
site while he did the
photography requiredfor the
nomination.

Bill Blizzard, with his
wife, during his trial on

treason charges in

Charles Town.

A Sad Good-bye to Bill Maxey, Who Spoke the Truth About MTR

Inapainfully sad moment at the July 21 eventin
Shepherdstown, hydrologist Don Maxey, brother of Bill
Maxey, read amessage against mountaintop removal from
Bill, wholay dying of cancer inaCharleston hospice.

Threedayslater, Bill died. Hewasthe head of the
WV Division of Forestry who resigned hisposition rather
than endorse mountaintop removal.

Bill sad, viahishbrother, “We resacrificing thousands
of acres of productive forestsfor ashort-term gain by a
relativefew. But unfortunately, thosefew are politically
powerful people.” In his statement, Bill noted that
mountai ntop removal mining employeesfar fewer people
than does underground mining. Hesaid that it will take

CD Release

continued from page 18

Removal Coal Mining CD. Our fund-raiser becameaCD
release party! BesidesMcKnight, musiciansKeith and Joan
Pitzer and Cherylann Hawk, aswell asFalling Mountain
label founder Michael Deldla, all joined ShepPAC in
contributing much time and labor to making the event a
SUCCESS.

Coal River Mountain Watch’'s Judy Bonds
presented Appa achian Treasures. Next, codfield resdents
answered audience questionsabout what itisliketolivein
the shadow of mountaintop removal operations.

After ashort bregk, themusi ciansbegan making us
laugh and cry. Outinthelobby, folkswerebuyingup OVEC
T-shirts, designed by artist Joe Lung and the Moving
MountainsCD. Many thankstoal! @

20

hundredsof years, if not millennia, to build up enough soil
on mountaintop remova minesto grow trees.

The Charleston Daily Mail obituary said:

“ Maxey said at the time (of hisresignation) that
aidesto then-Gov. Cecil Underwood forced himtoissue
a statement toning down his position (on mountaintop
removal).

“He also alleged the state Department of
Environmental Protection and federal Office of Surface
Mining tried to get him to approve regulations that
would justify mountaintop removal mining...” ’é

Coal vs. Wind - A Few Facts

Coal generates 54 percent of United States
electricity, andisthesinglebiggest air polluter here. Codl
polluteswhenitismined, transported to the power plant,
stored and burned.

2 Air pollution: Burning coa causessmog, soot, acidrain,
global warming, andtoxicar emissons.

2 Wagtesgenerated: Ash, dudge, toxic chemicas, and waste
heat create more environmenta problems.

2 Fud supply: Mining, transporting, and storing coal levels
mountainsand pollutestheland, water, and air.

2 Water use: Coal plantsneed billionsof gallonsof cooling
water and harmwildlife,

Wind power generatesel ectricity with:
©Noairemissons,
© No fuel tomine, transport, or store;
© No cooling water;
© No water pollution;
© Nowastes. ©



The Raceto Disnantle Raciam: It's Sill Alive and Wdl

by Vivian Sockman

If you are awhite person, you may think the bad
old daysof racismaregone. It'shorrifying that there'still
anoccasond crossburning and somecrazieshereandthere
who commit other vile hate crimes, but society no longer
condonesracist behavior, right?

If you areaperson of color, you know otherwise.

On Sept. 18, about 20 people gathered in
Huntington to learn more about racism at a workshop
sponsored by the Commission on Religionin Appalachia
(CORA), theHuntington-Cabel | branch of theNAACPand
OVEC.

On its website, CORA notes that racism is an
everyday part of lifefor peopleof color:

Jack Spadaro Settles Long Fight With
MSHA, Retiresfor Sake of HisHealth

A few weeksago, Jack Spadaro calledthe OVEC
officeto let usknow that, for the sake of hishealth, hewas
retiring. He once again extended his heartfelt thanksto
everyonewho has spoken out of hisbehdf. Heistruly awed
and humbled by dl the support hegot from OV EC members
and people around across the country. Don’'t worry; we
will still have Jack on our side as he looks forward to
volunteering in our work.

From the Charleston Gazette, Oct. 9, 2004:

“Longtimefederad mineinspector and engineer Jack
Spadaro has settled hisfight with the Bush administration
over his demotion at the U.S. Mine Safety and Health
Adminigration.

..."lretired,” Spadarosaid. “1’ vebeenfightingwith
thisadministration for four years, and | just didn’t want to
fight with thisadminigtrationanymore.”

“ Spadaro had been appealing his demotion and
forced relocation to the government’s Merit Systems
Protection Board.

“I justfeltit wastaking too longto do the appedl,”
Spadarosaid. 1 didn’t want to spend thetimein Pittsburgh
whilel madethe appeal .”

“...Spadaro said that, under the settlement, he
dropped his appeal of MSHA's action against him. The
agency dropped itspersonnd action, hesaid. MSHA aso
restored areductionin Spadaro’spay grade, whichwould
have cut hisretirement pay, hesaid.”

Jack had also criticized MSHA for itshandling of
an investigation into the Oct. 2000 M assey Energy codl
dudgeimpoundment disaster.

21

Why? Because American society is not, and
never has been, blind or neutral when it comes
to racial identity. And as we have built our
institutions—our churches, our government, our
businesses, our community organizations —
many of those forms of
biasand discrimination
get built right in... As
people of conscience,
we havearesponsibility
to dismantletheracism
that has been built into
our organizations and
our communities.

CORA'sChetan Tawaker led the Huntington* Race
to Dismantle Racism” workshop. Chetan noted that racism
redly isnot much discussed in our society. Participantsagreed
to make theworkshop asafe placeto speak up. We agreed
that weareall victimsof aracist society. Our attendance at
the workshop signaled our willingnessto become more
aware, to begin changing not only oursalves, but dso society.

We agreed that the human family isdeeply hurt by
racism. “For any of usto say, ‘| am not touched by racism’
islikeafishsaying, ‘'l an’'twet’,” Chetan said.

We examined what we figured was better about
racism in the United States since the 1960s civil rights
movement and what wefigured wasworse. We concluded
that while society looksdifferent, racismisstill rampant.
Though many individualsnolonger hold prgjudiceintheir
hearts, indtitutiona power structures, which act as enforcers
of racism, havenot changed. Examplesof suchingtitutions
aregovernment, businesses, and financial, educationa and
non-profit organizations, and even organizedreligion. If you
think that isn’ t true, just ask yoursdlf thefollowing question
regarding any of thoseinditutions. “Whowieldspower and
who controlsthemoney?’

Wedefined racism ashaving two parts. Race—race-
based prejudice (which exists even though there is no
biological validity to dividing humanity into distinct races)
and lsm—referring to ingtitutionalized power enforcing this
labeling and hierarchica ordering of humanity. The®ism” in
racism alowsusto define others, who seem not to belike
oursalves, aslessthan human.

Every major institution in the United Stateswas
created, way beforethe 1960s civil rights movement, to
servetheinterests of white people, especially whitemales.

continued on page 23




Voices of the Coalfields

Stand Up to Logging, MTR

Dear Editor,

West Virginia is leading the nation in Federal
Emergency Management Agency assistance. Findly, we' ve
found something to bring usout of 50th place.

Thisisaleadership positionwecan easily maintain
sncewe continueto have unregul ated clear-cut logging and
over 400,000 acresof devastated moonscape asaresult of
mountaintop remova mining.

Morethan 1,000 milesof our mountain streamshave
been buried with the waste from what used to be our
mountaintops. All native plants and animals have been
eliminated. Downstream areashavebeen silted over, paving
theway for moreflooding problems. Ecosystemshave been
destroyed.

Thisirresponsible excavation of coal makesthe
landscape so unsightly that it permanently ruinstourism.

It is a sad irony that mountaintop removal has
actualy destroyed more cod mining jobsthanit hascreated.

Unionminersarereplaced by relatively few heavy
equipment operators. Yes, itisindeed all about theloss of
jobs.

After the 2001 floods, | flew over southern West
Virginiaand viewed themudtralscoming off themountaintop
removal sites. Our governor flew over these sites at the
sametimeand said hedidn’t know what caused theflooding
and let’snot have awitch hunt.

W, I know what caused the flooding, and most
other residents of our state are painfully aware of the
consequencesof dear-cut |ogging and mountaintop removal.
Contact your congressional representativesand tell them
you’'ve had enough. Contact your state and local
representativesand let them know you are opposed to clear-
cut logging and mountaintop remova . Join with the many
organizations|aboring to end thisexpl oitation of our land
and people.

ReginaHendrix, Charleston @

“Once a government is committed to the principle
of silencing the voice of opposition, it has only one
way to go, and that is down the path of

increasingly repressive measures, until it becomes

a source of terror to all its citizens and creates a
country where everyone lives in fear.”
Harry S. Truman
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CALENDAR

Oct. 13-30: 9 am.-4:30 p.m. Early voting at county
courthouses. No waiting in lines! VOTE!

Oct. 14: League of Women Voters sponsors a “Meet the
Candidates” event at Woodlands Retirement Center in
Huntington. Call Helen Gibbinsfor details, (304) 736-3287.

Oct. 21: 7 p.m. Marshall University Yeager Scholars panel
on bioconservation. Joan C. Edwards Experimental Theater.
L ogan County resident and OV EC member Bill Chafin will
talk about impacts of mountaintop removal on hiscommunity.
Open to the public. Other perspectiveswill also be given.

Oct. 23: 9 am.-4:30 p.m. Saturday early voting at court
houses. No lines! VOTE!

Oct. 23: 7:30-9:30 p.m. “Forever Wild” with Walkin’ Jim
Stoltz. A multi-media benefit show for OVEC at the La
Belle Theatre in South Charleston, 311 D St. $10 donation.
Ticketsavailablefrom OV EC board members, at the OVEC
office or at the door. Volunteers needed.

Oct. 24 — 25: West Virginia Council of Churches* Freedom
Showcase” Assembly at John XXIII Pastoral Center in
Charleston, including showcases on Clean Elections and
organizing. Contact Rev. Dennis Sparks at (304) 344-3141.

Oct. 26: 6-8 p.m. “Meet the Candidates’ at A.D. Lewis
Center in Huntington. Cosponsored by NAACP and OVEC.

Oct. 26: 6 p.m. Delbarton-area community meeting on
flooding issues at Burch Elementary School.

Oct. 30: 9 am.- 4:30 p.m. Saturday early voting. VOTE!

Nov. 2: 6:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m. Make Democracy Work:
VOTE! VOTE! VOTE!

Nov. 16-18: Endangered Indiana Bat and Coal Mining
Forum, Louisville, Ky. Hosted by Bat Conservation
International and the Office of Surface Mining. For info:
Kimery Vories at (618) 463-6463 x 103.

Nov. 17-19: Conference on Prison Issues. Huttonsville
Pastoral Center. Contact Carol Warren with the Office of
Peace and Justice for the Wheeling/Charleston Diocese of
the Catholic Church, (304) 343-3360.



Busn Administration Gutting FOI A and Hurting Public’'sRight to Know

by Ellen Smith, Editor and Owner
excerpted from Mine Safety and Health News

Phone calls have been coming into Mine Safety
and Health Newsfor about amonth from mine operators
dating that they can nolonger getinformationfromtheMine
Safety and Health Admini stration through the Freedom of
Information Act.

Racism
continued from page 21

People and ideasin American society have changed, yet
theingtitutionshavenot. Thisistheunfinished businessof
thecivil rightsmovement.

How do we bring about the change we need? For
many, faith traditions provide guidelines. CORA aimsto
hel p uswork toward positive change. If you want to become
apart of CORA'santi-racism transformation team, contact
Carolyne Brown, CORA's Dismantling Racism Program
Coordinator, at cauc@aol.comor (304) 920-2672. &

Thishasbeen acomplaint from the United Mine
Workersfor over ayear, but what ishappening at MSHA
isinfact occurring government-wide.

Last week, Ed Clair, the U.S. Labor Department’s
Associate Salicitor for Mine Safety and Health, disclosed
that, without public comment or input, MSHA secretly
changed its long-standing policy of routinely releasing
ingpector notesunder the Freedom of Information Act. The
policy hasbeeninplacesince 1977.

Under the*pre-BushM SHA” federd officiasnever
denied Mine Safety and Health Newsinformation. Asa
reporter, | could get MSHA inspector notesand inspection
records, evenwhiletheinvestigationsweretill under way.

But thingsinthe Bush Adminisiration aredifferent,
and not for the better, when it comesto getting information
fromthegovernmen.

Even routinerequest for biographical information
on MSHA officialsaredenied, citing“ privacy” concerns,
hardly aproper exemption under FOIA.

Make a DIFFERENCE! Join a WINNING TEAM:! Get ACTIVE with OVEC!

IC OVEC stopped plans for a toxic waste incinerator in Ohio that would have imported waste from across the nation.

OVEC organizing forced an end to chronic pollution violations at the Ashland Oil refinery in Catlettsburg, Ky.

OVEC led the broad effort to stop plans for the nation’s largest pulp mill, in Apple Grove, WV.

An OVEC lawsuit compelled state government to enforce important provisions of the federal Clean Water Act.

OVEC worked with other groups to stimulate passage of first-step campaign finance reform laws in West Virginia.

OVEC is changing the face of "politics as usual" in West Virginia through our Clean Elections work.

OVEC is committed to bringing an end to mountaintop removal/valley fill strip mining.

Cut this coupon out today and mail to: OVEC, P.O. Box 6753, Huntington, WV 25773-6753
New member or renewal (Dues $15-$30 yearly, pay what you can)

Donation

Please add me to OVEC'’s e-mail Action Alert! list

Name

Address

City/State

Phone

E-mail

For more information call (304) 522-0246 or go to www.ohvec.org
Remember — All donations to OVEC are tax deductible!




Wilderness Songs, Stories and
Visions by Walkin’ Jim Stoltz

Pleasejoin OVEC from 7:30t0 9:30 p.m.
on Saturday, Oct. 23 at the LaBelle Theatre, 311D
St., South Charleston for “Forever Wild” with
Wakin' IJm Stoltz. Ticketsfor thisOVEC-fundraiser
are$10 (suggested donation).

Jm Soltzisknowntomos folksas" Wakin’
U | Jm.” Thename stemsfrom over 25,000 miles of
l wilderness travel on annual, months-long
backcountry treks through America’s last wild
places. Hismusic, recorded on 8 different releases,
gemsfromthisextensvewildernessexperience. The
songsget regular airplay on National Public Radio.

When he’snot out walking, imtravelsthe
country with amulti-mediashow, “Forever Wild,”
combining hisphotography, poetry, storiesand live
music. The show promotes preservation of

W:“ Forever Wild" - A Celebration of

America’s last wild places and has received an
“Qutstanding Achievement Award” fromthe EPA
for “ sharing natureand wildernesswith othersacross
Americathrough your extraordinary words, images,
andmusc.”

Thisisafabulousshow, so pleasejoinus!

Contact the office at (304) 522-0246 for
ticketsor to volunteer to help at thisevent.

Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition
P O Box 6753
Huntington WV 25773-6753
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